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                      PASTOR JIM’S SCHEDULE 
                                          Cell phone 608-632-3939 

                                          Parsonage 608-648-2528 

                                   

                             Monday –     Seminary all day 

                             Tuesday -    Driftless Regional Ministry office 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  

                             Wednesday –Westby UMC and visitations 

                             Thursday -      Driftless Regional Ministry office 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  

                             Friday -      Sabbath  

                             Saturday -       On call 9 am – 12 pm  

                             Sunday -         Worship services 8am-6pm 

**December 26 through January 1 Pastor Jim & Christy are on vacation 

Pastor Jim and Christy Aniol (& Driftless Regional Ministry Office                      

E2286 Hwy 82 DeSoto WI 5462).  Phone 608-648-2528. 

 

 Driftless Ministry website: 

(www.driftlessministry.org) 
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JIM….Purposeful Prayer  

Several weeks ago I met Reverend Charliam Renner whose church was experiencing powerful growth. He was 

speaking to all of the United Methodist students on the University of Dubuque campus about how this growth occurred. 

After our lunch together I took him out for coffee because I needed to know more and he gave all of the credit for the 

growth of his church to prayer, a form of prayer that he learned from a book called Flood Gates by Reverend Sue Nilson 

Kibbey. I immediately purchased the book and began reading it. I’ve had to put it down to complete my final seminary 

papers, but here is a recap of what I’ve read so far, with the focus on chapter two, The Breakthrough Prayer Initiative. 

I will be quoting from the book and providing you with page numbers in case you purchase the book, and want to 

highlight these sections.  

The book is divided into eight chapters, with each chapter featuring one of the Flood Gates that our churches can 

release. The author also has additional online resources, video stories, and other helpful tools, all of which are available 

at http://www.snkibbey.com/flood-gates/ . The author is even open for questions via the website.  

Chapter two describes three types of breakthrough prayer with the author giving examples for each type. 

1. Threshold Prayer (pp. 34-35) - This type of prayer is most useful when a church isn’t certain what needs to happen 

next, but is definitely certain that something needs to change. Threshold prayer is simply, and repeatedly, presenting 

the current reality to God and asking for God to completely use and transform it for God’s miraculous use. This type 

of prayer is also called “the prayer of being willing to be willing.” 

The scriptural basis for this type of prayer is Ephesians 3:20 “Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we 

could ask or imagine by his power at work within us”  

A sample of this type of prayer – “God, we lift this to you with our prayers. Please do what we cannot do 

ourselves. Change what we cannot change ourselves, including you changing us—without limits!” 

 

2. Archer’s Prayer (pp. 39-42) - This prayer is most easily defined as “breakthrough prayer with a target.” This prayer 

is used when a congregation has clearly identified its need or hope. Archer’s prayer happens when a church decides 

to specifically pray together on behalf of the need or hope, asking for breakthroughs that are impossible without 

God’s miraculous action, intervention, or direction. 

 

The scriptural basis for this type of prayer is Joshua 6:1-20 where the Israelites focused action in obedience to God 

caused God to bring down the walls of Jericho. 

 

3. Prevailing Prayer (pp. 42-44) - Prevailing prayer happens when a congregation or ministry (or individual) sees and 

utilizes everything and everywhere as a platform to pray. Everything is a venue for prayer. Every member feels 

called to personal prayer involvement as part of the whole. Prayer becomes the church’s primary ministry above all 

else, because when you are praying for your church, nothing can stop anything that you try. 

 

One of the most exciting examples of prayer for me, begins on page 48, and it was the form of prayer that Pastor 

Renner used at his church as they continue to experience incredible growth and renewed spiritual life in the church that 

he serves. This form of prayer allows the entire congregation to pray in unison every day of the week where ever they 

are. Every member receives a small card that they can carry with them that has the specific prayer they are all to pray at 

the same time every day. In the example in the book, their prayer was called the “8:11 Prayer”, and each person would 

stop whatever they were doing at 8:11am and 8:11pm every day and pray the prayer on the card. Why 8:11? It was the 

address of their church. 

 

James, the brother of Jesus tells us “You do not have, because you do not ask” (James 4:2 NRSV). I think it’s time 

that we start asking 

 

During the month of December, as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus, what do we need to pray for 

our churches? Do we know what we need to pray for? 

 

God be with you till we meet again. 

Pastor Jim  

http://www.snkibbey.com/flood-gates/


Basic LAY servant CLASSES                                    February 10&17                              9:00 am -2:30 PM                                   
Advanced classes                        march 10&17                                     9:00 a.m.-2:30 PM 

(More information coming soon) 

CERTIFIED LAY SERVANT CERTIFIED LAY SPEAKER CERTIFIED  LAY MINISTER 
Serves the local church or charge (and/or 
beyond) and: 

 

• Provides program leadership, 
assistance, and support 

• Leads meetings for prayer, training, 
study, and discussion 

• Conducts, or assists in conducting, 
services of worship, preaches the 
Word, or gives addresses 

• Provides congregational and 
community leadership and fosters 
caring ministries 

• Assists in the distribution of the 
elements of Holy Communion 

• Teaches the Scriptures, doctrine, 
organization, and ministries of The 
United Methodist Church. 

Serves by preaching the Word when 
requested by the pastor, district 
superintendent, or committee on Lay 
Servant Ministries, in accordance and 
compliance  with ¶341.1. 

As part of a ministry team with 
supervision and support of a clergyperson: 

 

• Conducts public worship 

• Cares for the congregation 

• Develops new faith communities 

• Preaches the Word 

• Leads small groups 

• Establishes outreach ministries 

• Serves as a class leader 

• Engages in specialized ministries 
after appropriate training such as in 
parish nursing and church planting 

• Assists in program leadership 

EQUIREMENTS  FOR CERTIFICATION: REQUIREMENTS  FOR CERTIFICATION: REQUIREMENTS  FOR CERTIFICATION: 

• Pastor and church council or charge 
conference recommendation 

• Lay Servant Ministries BASIC course 

• Lay Servant Ministries advanced 
course 

• District committee on Lay Servant 
Ministries, or equivalent structure 
(See ¶668.3) approval 

• Certified as a lay servant (or 
equivalent as defined by his or her 
central conference) 

• Pastor and church council or charge 
conference recommendation 

• Completion of a track of study as 
defined  in ¶267.3.c. 

• Conference committee on Lay 
Servant Ministries approval after 
interview with and recommendation 
from the district committee on Lay 
Servant Ministries 

• Certified as a lay servant, lay 
missioner (or equivalent as defined 
by his or her central conference) 

• Pastor and church council or charge 
conference recommendation 

• Completion of a track of study as 
defined in ¶268 

• District Superintendent 
recommendation 

• Appropriate screening & assessment 

• Conference committee on Lay 
Servant Ministries approval after 
interview with and recommendation 
from district committee on Ordained 
Ministry 

REQUIREMENTS FOR RENEWAL: REQUIREMENTS FOR RENEWAL: REQUIREMENTS FOR RENEWAL: 

• Annual report & renewal application 

• Pastor and church council or charge 
conference recommendation 

• Lay Servant Ministries advanced 
course in the last three years 

• District committee on Lay Servant 
Ministries, or equivalent structure 
(See ¶668.3) approval 

• Annual report & renewal application 

• Pastor and church council or charge 
conference recommendation 

• Lay Servant Ministries advanced 
course in the last three years 

• Conference committee on Lay 
Servant Ministries approval every 
three years after interview with and 
recommendation from the district 
committee on Lay Servant Ministries 

• Annual report 

• Pastor and church council or charge 
conference recommendation 

• Ministry review 

• Lay Servant Ministries advanced 
course or approved continuing 
education event every two years 

• District Superintendent 
recommendation 

• Conference committee on Lay 
Servant Ministries approval every 
two years after interview with and 
recommendation from district 
committee on Ordained  
ministry 

ADOPTED LEGISLATION AT 2016 GENERAL CONFERENCE 

For more information visit: www.UMCdiscipleship.org 
 

 
      

 
 

http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/


CHurch Messages 
DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

       December 3 Gerald & Vivanna Widner 
       December 4 Marla Lavold 

       December 5 Jean Hass 
       December 10  Matt Manke 
              December 23 Kody Willis 

       December 24 Robin Manke 

       December 31 Dwayne Lavold 
 

 
 
 
 

COMInG SOOn…LA FARGE CRAFT SHOW 
 

 
Women of faith will be represented at the Crafty Cookers Bake/Craft Show on 

Saturday, December 2 from 9:00-3:00.  If you have a baked item or craft item you 

would like to donate for the show, please sign up on the sheet at church or see Jean, 

Marla or Bev or deliver your items to the craft show. 

 

 

 

 

Cookie walk at Westby UMC on Saturday, December 2 
 

Looking for Christmas cookies, the ladies at Westby United Methodist Church are having their cookie 

walk from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM.    The cost is $6 per pound.  

 



CHurch Messages (COnT’D) 
 

 

 

IT’S celebration time 
 

Women of faith will be hosting their annual Christmas gathering 

on December 5th at 1:00 PM at Borgen’s inWestby.  We invite all the 

women and friends of the Driftless Ministry churches to attend.  We 

order off the menu and everyone pays for their own meal. Instead of 

exchanging gifts, we ask everyone to give a donation (suggested amount 

$10 or whatever God leads you to give) toward our Christmas food 

baskets for needy families.   Please call Sheri Ballard (608) 634-4228 or 

Marla Lavold (608) 689-2590 to let them know you are attending so they 

can make reservations.  Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

Women of faith need your help 
 

                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Food Baskets for area 

families in need. Please help us with a 

generous contribution to those less fortunate.   
If you know of a needy family, please give 

Marla the name, address and phone number 

of the family and how many people are in the 
family.  The current plan is to shop and 

deliver the baskets on Wednesday, December 

20th.  We plan to be back at the church around 
1:00 pm. 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

 

Sunday, Oct. 29-Dec. 31 Collect donations to help with (God’s Youth Ministry) 

                                                                                          renovations 

 

 Saturday, December 2              9:00 -3:00        Craft and Bake Sale at LaFarge High School 

 

Saturday, December 2               9:00-1:00         Cookie Walk at Westby UMC  

 

Sunday, December 3      9:30 AM           First Day of Advent and the 

                                                                                            “Hanging of the Greens” 

 

Tuesday, December 5       1:00 PM          Women of faith Christmas party at 

                                                                                             Borgen’s Café in Westby 

 

Thursday, December 7         6:30 PM Faith Board Meeting 

 

Sunday, December 10         9:30 AM Lord’s Supper at Faith 

 

Sunday, December 17         9:30 AM Children’s Christmas program at Faith 

 

Sunday, December 24         7:30 PM Candelight service at Westby UMC 

 

Tuesday, December 26 through January 1      Pastor Jim & Christy on vacation 

 

Sunday, December 31         9:30 AM Guest speaker at Faith 

 

 


