
 

òLet the light of Jesus shine through you!ó 
 Help Us Welcome Pastor Pam! 

As we head into the month of July, we are excited to welcome our new pastor, 
Pam Harkema, to the Driftless Region of Wisconsin!  Pastor Pam is coming to 
us from the Randolph area (about halfway between Madison & Fond du Lac).  
Pastor Pam first Sunday behind the pulpit in 
our churches will be Sunday, July 8th but 
until then she will be busy getting settled into 
the parsonage and familiarizing herself with 
our area (hopefully she doesnôt get lost in all 
of these hills!). 

We encourage everyone to come and 
meet Pastor Pam during her first service on 
July 8th as well as a special ñmeet and greetò 
event being held at the Westby UMC.  The 
ñmeet and greetò will be on July 8th at noon 
following the service at the Westby UMC.  
Everyone is encourage to attend.  There will 
be a potluck meal so if you can bring a dish 
to pass that would be fantastic!  Cake and 
ice cream will be provided.  Come out and 
help us welcome Pastor Pam to our neck of 
the woods! 

 
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< 

Worshipping Together 

On June 10th, the four churches of the Driftless Regional Ministry gathered 
together for a day of worship, fun, and fellowship in Eckhart Park in Viroqua.  It 
was a great time even if it was a bit damp out.  We would like to thank everyone 
who came out to worship and enjoy a meal together and we look forward to 
another picnic together next year! 
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July Church Council Dates 

Below are the dates for the monthly church council meetings for each church in the Driftless Regional 
Ministry.  Everyone is welcome to attend, provide input and help in 
the work of the church. 

New Hope UMC: Monday, July 9th at 10:00 a.m. 

Westby UMC: Wednesday, June 11th at 6:00 p.m. 

Retreat UMC: Wednesday, June 18th at 6:30 p.m. at the parsonage. 

><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>  

Get your creative juices flowing this summer with Retreatôs Crafter Group! 

Round up your craft projects and make plans to join in the fun 
& fellowship (you donôt even need to know how to do ité 
theyôre willing to help you learn something new!) as the 
crafterôs group has set another date for crafting fun!  They plan 
to meet again on Saturday, July 7th at Lynn Nelsonôs home in 
Retreat at 10 a.m.  Everyone is invited so donôt be shy!  Plus, 
in addition to their normal crafting, the group will be working on 
a special project.  What is it?  Youôll have to come to find out!  

Have a project youôre working on or just completed?  Bring it 
along and show it off!  Havenôt started a project yet or need 
some inspiration?  Ideas are always available from this group!  
Come and join in their latest project(s)é you never know what 
these ladies will be working on!  Also, please bring a light lunch 
with you for lunchtime.  A dessert will likely be provided.  

><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

Join us in praying for our churches! 

The following are the churches and clergy we will pray for in the month of May. 

Z Schmitt Woodland Hills, their executive director, Jackie Carley. Schmitt 
Woodland Hills is located at 1400 W Seminary St, Richland Center 53581; July 1 ï 
July 7. 

Z Clarno: Zion, their clergy Inwha Shon and the 88 members. Zionôs mailing 
address is W5899 County Rd P, Monroe 53566; July 8 ï July 14. 

Z Cobb, their clergy John Oliver and the 53 members. Cobbôs mailing address is 
PO Box 128, Montfort 53569; July 15 ï July 21. 

Z Columbus, their clergy Kimberly Brumm and the 154 members. Columbus is 
located at 222 S Dickason Blvd, Columbus 53925; July 22 ï July 28. 

Z Cuba City, their clergy Hee-Kwon Jung and the 177 members. Cuba City is 
located at 401 S Main St, Cuba City 53807; July 29 ï August 4. 
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Go BEYOND the Challenge! 

Do you, your spouse, child, or parent live with a chronic condition such as MS, Lupus, Fibromyalgia, Heart 
Condition, Crohnôs, Diabetes, Arthritis, Chronic Fatigue or Pain? THERE IS SUPPORT FOR YOU... A group 
of individuals experiencing similar challenges who gather to assist 
each other in moving beyond our challenges. BEYOND The Challenge 
is a support group for individuals living with chronic conditions. The 
group is designed to be a source of support that connects individuals 
with others who are experiencing similar challenges. In addition, it is 
designed to be resource where physical, emotional, and spiritual 
exploration is encouraged along with connection to community 
resources. Most important it is designed to encourage participants to 
reach beyond their challenges to a place where they want to be.  The 
next meeting of this group will be on Monday, July 16th at 1:30 p.m. at 
the New Hope UMC.  Mark your calendars now and letôs get through 
the challenges of this world together! 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< 

July Online Bible Study 
21 Days of Grace for the Pace 

Does your life seem very busy?  Are you in the fast lane and 
canôt exit?  Do you feel like youôre coming and going at the same 
time, or that there isnôt enough time in the day to get everything 
done?  If so, this online study is for you.  Itôs a 21-day devotional 
to help you tap into Godôs grace so you can keep up the pace and 
survive the busy times in your life. 
Please join us for the ñ21 Days of Grace for the Paceò, which 

starts on Sunday, July 8th.  Go to 
https://bible.com/p/5206152/ac2d07958df96fcc79ff3a80d0bca499 
and join others from the Driftless Regional Ministry for this online 
study.  This web site is free, and you will need to create a user 
account if you donôt have one already.  If you miss a day, thatôs 
okay. 

><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

Congratulations Jenna! 

The New Hope UMC is so proud of Jenna Harrington for being 
awarded the Harry Denman Evangelism Award for youth evangelism in 
the Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist Church. 

Jenna was nominated by the church members of New Hope for her 
diligence in sharing and living her Christian faith in the De Soto area. 

Jenna, may God continue to bless your ministry for Him, and may the 
Holy Spirit continue to guide you to those that need to hear the name of 
Jesus. 

https://bible.com/p/5206152/ac2d07958df96fcc79ff3a80d0bca499
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Join us for a trip to Living Waters! 

Kids from ages 1 to 99 (yesé 99) are invited to join us for a day trip 
to Living Waters Bible Camp just north of Westby on Wednesday, 
August 1st from 5 to 8 p.m.  This year our theme is Renew Your 
Strength, and our nature programs focus on birds.  Reserve your FREE 

tickets today!  For more 
information and to reserve 
your spot, please contact 
Christine Harrington at 648-
2254. 

Sponsored by Driftless 
Regional Ministries Youth 

Group. 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <><  

Thank You Retreat UMC! 

Below is an excerpt of a letter the Retreat UMC received from the General Board of Global Ministries 
thanking them for the donation to UMCOR.  Retreat donated funds to UMCOR as their 2nd quarter mission. 

 
ñDear Friends in Mission, 
 
Thank you for your support of the United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  Through your gift, you are 
helping to provide assistance for survivors of human trafficking, 
funding for health and development projects that alleviate 
hunger and poverty, holistic community-based health programs, 
and access to clean water and sanitation.  This is just a 
sampling of the good works that gifts like yours make possible.  
Thank you for giving so generously. 

Through The Advance, the designated giving channel of The 
United Methodist Church, 100 percent of your contribution will 
go to UMCOR ï Where Most Needed, Advance #999895.  Your 
gifté of $500.00 is supporting programs that fight hunger and 
poverty, assist the displaced, and respond to disasters.  Giving 
through The Advance enables United Methodists to partner with 
one another in mission and ministry around the world.  Thank 
you for joining with us to ñBe Hopeò to those who desperately 
need it.ò 

 
To learn more about UMCOR, feel free to check out their website at https://www.umcor.org/. 

><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

During the pastoral transition 

During our time of pastoral transition through July 7th, Pastor Eileen from Dell/La Farge 
UMCs and Pastor Jean from Liberty Pole/Viroqua UMCs will be the pastoral contacts for the 
entire Driftless Regional Ministry.  Please reach out to them if you are in need of pastoral 
support. 

Pastor Jean Waldron 
(608) 638-7627 

jeanwaldron@gmail.com 

Pastor Eileen Kuehnl 
(608) 625-2375 

kuehnl@mwt.net 

Retreat UMC 
Weekly Attendance 

June 3rd 12 

June 10th Joint 

June 17th 12 

June 24th 9 

June Offering: $1997.00 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Gary Robertson  

https://www.umcor.org/
mailto:jeanwaldron@gmail.com
mailto:kuehnl@mwt.net


Help Us Update the Retreat UMC Directory! 

Did you knowé it has been 26 years since the Retreat UMC directory has 
been updated?  26 YEARS!  As you can imagineé many of us have changed 
a lot since then and some of our members have moved away or have gone to 
be with the Lord.   

Therefore, the Retreat UMC is now going through the process of updating 
our church directory.  And we are asking for YOUR help!  As a member or 
friend of the Retreat UMC, we want to include you in the directory.  The 
completed directory will aid everyone who opens it.  It will help our new pastor 
connect names to faces.  It will help our current congregation in getting to 
know everyone a little better and keep us better connected.  And it will help 
visitors as they come and join us for worship as they wonder who that lady or 
gentlemen is in the next pew! 

So how can you help?  We are asking everyone who is connected with the Retreat UMC, whether you 
are a member or just a friend, to fill out a quick form that will help others to get to know you a little bit better.  
Itôs short and very easy to fill out!  Youôll find it below.  Once filled in, you can either hand it to Jeff Nelson or 
email it to him at retreat-umc@driftlessministry.org.  If you have already submitted your form we want to 
send out a huge ñTHANK YOU!ò to you! 

We are also asking that you submit a relatively recent photo of yourself and or your family for the directory.  
You can submit them either in digital form to the email address listed above or hand a hard copy to Jeff and 
he will scan it and get it back to you.  You can also have him take your picture after worship on Sunday.   

There is still time to fill out your forms!  Please help us in updating our directory.  We would greatly 
appreciate your contribution to this vital resource for our congregation! 

 

Name:  
 
Phone Number:  
 
Mailing Address:  
 
 
Email Address:  
 
Birthdays/Anniversaries:  
 
 
Do you have any children and what are their names, what grade are they in or what are they 
currently doing? 
 
 
 
What is your occupation and where do you work? 
 
 
 
Do you have any special hobbies or interests? 
 
 
 
Where are you from and how did you come to be at Retreat United Methodist Church? 
 
 
 

mailto:retreat-umc@driftlessministry.org
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Have you been receiving our e-newsletter? 

Over the past few months, it has come to my attention that some those who have 
signed up to receive our e-newsletters may not be actually receiving them.  I 
recently switched over to using the retreat-umc@driftlessministry.org email 
account for sending out the newsletter and it is suspected that that is the source of 
the issue.  Whether they are getting lost in cyberspace or for some reason ending 
up in your SPAM folders, I am working to resolve this issue.  Until I can determine 
what is going on, I will be sending out the e-newsletters from the 
retreatnews@yahoo.com email account.  Iôve had no issues with that account in 
the past and am hoping that this will allow everyone to get the newsletter on the 
first attempt.  If there are any issues, please let me know as soon as possible and I 
will do my best to get the newsletter to you.  Iôm sorry for any inconvenience this 
has caused you and your loved ones. 

~ Jeff Nelson 

Shine Editior 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <><  

Youôre Made for Adventure 

Below is a daily devotion from WiRE I received earlier in June that I feel compelled to share with our 
congregations.  I hope you find it encouraging and helps you get geared up for whatever adventure God has 
in store for you!  Enjoy! 

ñé how long will they not believe in me, in spite of all the signs that I have done?ò 
~Numbers 14:11 ~ 

ñGod the Father designed us for adventuresé for his adventures.  
Listen for his call.  Imagine a boy awakened early by his father: ñHey, 
buddyé up for an adventure today?ò  Trust him.  Imagine the son, 
nervous with anticipation of what the day might hold: ñYeah, dad.  
Totally.ò  Go with him.  Imagine the father and son gearing-up together, 
maybe for fishing, or hunting, or backpacking, and heading off into the 
wild.  Now, imagine if the boy instead replied, ñNah, dad.  Gonna stay 
home today.  Just too risky.ò  Or, ñIôve got more important things to do 
today.  Thanks for asking.  Maybe next time.ò 
ñGod the Father whispered (through Moses) to twelve men in the 
Wilderness of Paran: ñspy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to 
the people of Israelò (Numbers 13:2).  The men did, and they saw good 
landé but they also saw large foes, whom theyôd have to defeat.  Ten 
of them too the ñjust too riskyò tack: ñWe are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than 
we areò (Numbers 13:31).  They felt like ñgrasshoppers,ò they said, compared to the huge men of Canaan 
(Numbers 13:33).  Only two ï Joshua and Caleb ï mustered courage and trusted in Godôs adventure.  Only 
they were willing to go: 

ñé he will bring us into this land and give it to usé And do not fear the people of 
the land, for they are bread for us.  Their protection is removed from them, and 

the Lord is with us; do not fear themò (Numbers 14:7-9). 

[Translation: ñYeah, dad.  Totally.ò] 
 

Okay, so what do we do? 

When God invites you into an adventure itôs a special moment, a divine momenté an eternal 
moment.  You wonôt get many.  So, be prepared.  Be ready with a quick, ñYeah, dad.  Totally.ò 

mailto:retreat-umc@driftlessministry.org
mailto:retreatnews@yahoo.com
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VBS is coming! 

We are currently making preparations for our Vacation Bible School program!  
Right now, VBS is planned for the evenings (6 ï 8 p.m.) during August 5th 
through the 9th at the New Hope UMC.  We would greatly appreciate any 
assistance you can offer to make our VBS program a success!  To participate in 
the planning, please reach out to Christine Harrington at 648-2254. 

><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

ñRemindersò, Now Available in a Book: 

Ardith Hoff started writing ñRemindersò, faith-based articles, for the Westby Times and 
they have been posted on the Driftless Regional Ministry website 
(http://driftlessministry.org/learn-grow/reminders_ahoff/).  These reminders have been 
published as a book and are available to purchase.  The cost is $10 each and the 
proceeds will go towards missions and outreach projects. 

 
If you are interested in purchasing one of these books, please contact Ardith Hoff at 

ardyhoff@mwt.net or contact Westby United Methodist Church at westby-
umc@driftlessministry.org or (608) 634-3206. 

 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< 

VBS Program at Faith UMC 

Vacation Bible School at Faith UMC begins on Sunday, July 29 at 
6:00 p.m. with a family night and a free meal.  VBS continues through 
Thursday, August 2 (6:00-8:00 p.m.).  Join the fun with Bible stories, 
crafts, music and snacks.  Volunteers to help at VBS are 
needed.  Please let Tammy Willis or Bev Campbell know if you would 
be available to help for a day, 2 days or more.  Invite your friends to 
attend and/or to help! 

 
 
 
 

><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 

Time to Calm Some Nerves 

Lately, news has gotten around that I am moving out of the Retreat area.  
Yes, it is true.  I will be moving off the family farm to West Salem by the 
start of July.  As a result of this news, Iôve had a lot of questions thrown at 
me... mainly because people are worried about my continued involvement 
with the Driftless Regional Ministry and more specifically the Retreat UMC. 

Well, you have nothing to worry about.  While I am moving, I plan to 
continue to be a part of the Retreat UMC congregation and community.  In 
fact, I may even become a more active part of the congregation as I will 
have more free time on my hands.  So be prepared to see me more often 
at worship and hopefully more events!   

While I may be moving out of Retreat, I will always call Retreat my 
earthly home!  You canôt get rid of me that easy! 

~ Jeff Nelson 

Shine Editior 

http://driftlessministry.org/learn-grow/reminders_ahoff/
mailto:ardyhoff@mwt.net
mailto:westby-umc@driftlessministry.org
mailto:westby-umc@driftlessministry.org

