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Our calling is to reach all people
with the life-changing power of
God’s Love and Grace available to
all through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
The Westby United Methodist Church
welcomes everyone with open arms and open
hearts as indicated in Romans 15:7 (NIV):
Accept one another, then, just as Christ
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.
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LIVING YOUR FAITH DAILY

Consistency of Faith

Any time a group gets together to talk about church
by Pastor Pam Harkema
business and the health of the church, the topic
invariably comes back to those people who used to
come to church and who no longer do. In fact, a lot of research has been done to
understand why some churches thrive and others do not.
This summer, Pew Research Center released the results of their most recent
investigation into why people attend or do not attend church. Do these answers
surprise you?
Why do you go to a religious service?
1. To become closer to God. (81%)
2. So their children will have a moral foundation. (69%)
3. To become a better person. (68%)
4. For comfort in times of trouble or sorrow. (66%)
5. They find the sermons valuable. (59%)
6. To be part of a faith community. (57%)
7. To continue their family's religious traditions. (37%)
8. They feel obligated to go. (31%)
9. To meet new people or socialize. (19%)
10. To please their family, spouse or partner. (16%)
Why do you not go to a religious service?
1. They practice their faith in "other ways." (37%)
2. They are not believers. (28%)
3. No reason is "very important." (26%)
4. They haven't found a house of worship they like. (23%)
5. They don't like the sermons. (18%)
6. They don't feel welcome. (14%)
7. They don't have the time. (12%)
8. Poor health or mobility. (9%)
9. No house of worship in their area. (7%)
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Worship is just one of several tangible ways God is present to us, or perhaps worship is how we see ourselves as
being present with God. What happens in your life after the benediction each week? God is always with us, but are
we always with God? Are we the same person inside the church building as we are away from our church family? I
want to say yes, but I confess that is not always true. We all have areas to work on, right? Invariably, when
someone I meet for the first time finds out I am a pastor, what follows is a “semi-joking” comment about needing
to watch their behavior or cleaning up their language. I understand, but I also wonder how often we allow
ourselves to be something other than our genuine best self.
Even when people do not attend or belong to a church, generally, they still consider themselves connected to that
faith community; especially in smaller areas where there are fewer churches. The church is called to assist families
during significant life experiences such as baptisms, weddings, and funerals. Our churches are all happy to provide
this kind of care. But how do we activate faith in ourselves and in others the rest of the days of our lives?
The apostles and early Christians also struggled with what we call consistency of faith. If we break it down, we can
also call this “life stewardship.” God directs us to be stewards of our life and stewards of the earth. Stewardship
means:
• Thankfulness for what we have and what God gives us, even the challenges and hardships.
• Balancing our time. Allowing for rest and shared time with our family and friends.
• Gathering with other believers in worship to praise God, to be encouraged, and to also be an encourager to
others.
• Study of the Word and personal meditation.
• Serving those we know and serving strangers just because God puts the opportunity before us as a way to
learn and grow.
• Praying without ceasing for our grace, for our church family, for our community, for the needs of others.
• Living a transparent Christian life of witness.
• Making it possible for the collective church body to proclaim Christ through giving a portion of our
resources.
So the new question to ponder: Are we stewards of the life God has blessed us with?
Do we make our faith life a priority through the week?
Do we use our worship experience as a teaching and learning opportunity?
May God’s peace guide you.

Commit to the LORD whatever you do,
and he will establish your plans.
Proverbs 16:3

October Birthdays

October Anniversaries:

Oct. 25 – Raven Oney-Siam

Oct. 1 – Kelly & Jill Bjornstad
Oct. 3 – Richard & Imgard Allen
Oct. 8 – Verna Drake & Dan Schreiter
Oct. 11 – James & Betty Purvis
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Pastor Pam’s Schedule:
Monday – Thursday
Driftless Regional Ministry office (8:30-4:30)
Friday – Sabbath
Saturday – Available by Appointment (9:00-12:00)

Driftless Regional Ministry Office:
E2286 Hwy. 82 in De Soto
Contact Information:
Cell Phone – 989-666-1277
Parsonage Phone – 608-648-2528

Sunday – Worship Services (8 am – 12 pm)
Pastor Pam is often away from the office for visitation or meetings. Please call the parsonage and leave a message
or contact her via her cell phone. She can also receive text messages on her cell phone.

Youth Sunday School
Sunday school is back in session and we will start out by learning about God’s great
idea to make the world full of amazing people who are loved by Him. Not one of us is
the same. We all have different gifts and talents, but we are all His children. Join us on
Sunday mornings for praise music with moves, object lessons and, of course, games to tie it all together.

Bible Basics Study Group
Bible Basics will meet twice in October on the Tuesday's of the 9th and the 23rd at 1:00 PM in the Community
Room at Halvorsen Apts. We will be discussing King David found in the Forever Club Lesson's 14 and 15 which can
be picked up in the rack beside the Library Door.
Love to have you join us.

Adult Sunday School
LaVonne Barlow will not be available to lead the adult Sunday school class any more. If anyone is interested in
leading this study group on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM, please contact one of the church board members.

Online Study – Join Us as We Explore the Book of Acts!
As we head through the month of October, we invite you to join us as we explore the book of Acts through the use
of The Bible App. Starting October 3rd, we will be guided through one chapter each day and spend time with God
using the devotionals and questions provided! Everyone is invited and encouraged to take part! To join, just go to:
https://bible.com/p/7585411/7708ddd3730ba7f5bf6a1e5104a54e5e.
If you haven't used the Bible App yet, it is free and easy to use! You
can download it for FREE in the Google Play Store or in the iTunes
store. Just search for the "Bible App". You can also join the study for
FREE online on your home computer by going to bible.com and setting
up a FREE account. I think you'll find yourself using the app or website
more and more as you begin to dig deeper. It really is a great
resource! Try it today and join us as we explore the book of Acts this
October!
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Prayers for October
Pick up a copy of these prayers at worship and keep it in a place where you will see it often.
Monday
Peaceful Lord. I move more slowly today. Did I do too much or not enough? Let me enjoy the times of calm so I can
be revived and renewed for the times of activity You are preparing for me.
Tuesday
Immerse me in grace, Holy One. Cover me with redemption. I am an inconsistent and waffling Christian; faithful
one day and lost in the next. When distractions and challenges come, keep my focus on serving You. Stretch my
faith muscles to keep me strong in You my Savior.
Wednesday
Thank You my God. Thank You for everything that is happening today. Thank You for tragedy that stops me and
humbles me. Thank You for joys that cause me to giggle with glee. Thank You for pain that reminds me I am alive.
Thank You for peace. Thank You for filling my life with lessons to learn and reasons to serve You.
Thursday
My Lord Jesus, in this great web of life, let my path connect with someone today in a way that brings me strength
and that also allows me to strengthen them. Bring a miracle today in a word of encouragement shared and
received. May the words of my mouth bring honor and glory to You.
Friday
Holy Christ, set aside my selfishness today. I give this time to lift to You God those who are struggling, those who
are sick or injured, those who do not know how they will survive until tomorrow. Lord blot out the addictions, the
darkness, the pain. Remove the bleakness from those who are lost. May they accept You and be renewed.
Saturday
I heard the Word of the Lord in the voice of a child. I felt the love the Lord in the warmth of the sun shining down. I
saw the beauty of the Lord on the wing of cardinal and the palate of fall leaves. I knew the peace of the Lord in the
stillness of morning as my eyes fluttered open from a night of rest. Praise to the Omnipotent God of creation.
Anytime throughout the day
Make me a servant today.
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised.
God, I need Your grace.

Substitute Musicians
Every now and then a church has a need for another person to assist with music leadership
during worship when the regular musicians are on vacation. If you have a musical talent such as
keyboard or guitar, and a willingness to step in from time to time, please let Pastor Pam know.
You may be asked to serve at a different church, if you are willing.

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this
in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.
Ephesians 6:18
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Westby United Methodist Church - Board Meeting  September 12, 2018
Present: Jill Bjornstad, Jane Gaskell, Tim Gaskell, Jean Shore, Ardith Hoff and Linda Weilnau
Opening: Tim Gaskell opened with prayer.
Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the August board meeting were emailed to the board and published in the
September newsletter, so they could be reviewed prior to the meeting. Ardith Hoff and Jean Shore motioned to
approve the minutes. Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: A treasurer’s report was not available during the meeting, but Verna Drake emailed it to the
board members after the meeting. Ardith Hoff said that the money collected from her book sales prior to
September went to the furnace fund and sales in September and the coming months will go towards the giving
baskets. Jane Gaskell reported that $300 was spent for VBS. $45 has been spent for the start of Sunday school and
there is a balance of $496.21 in the education account.
Old Business:
 SPRC Committee Members – Gary Keuser has resigned from this committee. We will need people to be
on this committee. It would be nice to have at least 3 people on this committee. Tim Gaskell
volunteered to be one of the committee members. Will place an announcement in the bulletins and
mention it during church on Sept. 16th.
 Communion Table – Thank you to Kelly & Jill Bjornstad for donating the additional table to be used for
communion.
New Business:
 Attendance – Attendance was down for the month of August and so was the August offering income.
Tim Gaskell called a few people who he noticed hadn’t been coming for several weeks. Some of these
people have decided to not attend our church any more. We need to try and keep track of who is
missing each week and contact them.
Business from Board Committees:
 Trustees – The furnace will be installed next week.
 SPRC – We would like Pastor Pam to let us know, a month in advance, when substitutes are needed so
we can try to find the guest speakers from within our congregation.
 Worship – Jane Gaskell and Jill Bjornstad met with Pastor Pam to discuss possible compromises for the
worship service. Pastor Pam was receptive to this and adjusted the September communion. She has
also adjusted some of the responsive readings for each worship service.
 Education – For VBS, there were 14 students, 4 parents and 9 helpers. It was a good event.
• Youth Sunday school will start on September 30th.
 Lay Leadership – no report
 Missions - Ardith Hoff said that she didn’t have any books sales for the month of August.
• The mission of the month for October will be Operation Christmas Child (OCC), November will
be Baskets of Love and December will be Gifts for Norseland Residents
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Pastor’s Report: Pastor Pam was not available due to attending class this week. Ardith Hoff mentioned that Pastor
Pam has about 8 classes left in order to finish her licensure.
Jean Shore motioned to adjourn. Meeting was adjourned.
Minutes submitted by Linda Weilnau

Mission of the Month – Operation Christmas Child (OCC)
Operation Christmas Child is an outreach event for the youth Sunday school each
November and the church mission for the month in October. A shoebox sized tote is
filled with gifts and delivered to children in need around the world who may never have
received a Christmas gift. Many of them go on to learn about Jesus and share His love
with others.
New this year:
• The shipping will be $9 per box this year. (It has been $7 for the many years we have participated.)
• We are not allowed to include: candy, toothpaste, gum, food, liquids or lotions.
We will send no more than 10 boxes due to shipping costs. We will also use a plastic storage tote which is more
durable and can be used for other things. We have been collecting items throughout the year and have lots of
toothbrushes, combs, crayons, pencil sharpeners, flashlights, and various small items.
Donations to cover the shipping costs and totes would be greatly appreciated. Any of the following shoebox sized
items would work well also: school supplies, hygiene items, and fun toys.
Thank you for your support of this important ministry.

Furnace Fund Update
The new furnace will be installed sometime this month.
We have collected $6522.68 for the new furnace, so we
only need $977.32 to finish paying for it.
Thank you to everyone who has made contributions
towards the new furnace. It would not be possible
without your generosity!

Consequently, faith comes from hearing
the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ. ~ Romans 10:17
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can
such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of
you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical
needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
14

~ James 2:14-16
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The Forever Club (by LaVonne Barlow)
Forever Club Bible Study - The Genealogy of Jesus

October Lesson 16

THE CAPTIVITY
The Time period is 600 to 500 hundred years before the birth of Christ. Jerusalem will be destroyed, along with
Solomon's Temple. God is using Nebuchadnezzar, a powerful Babylonian king to bring judgment upon his people.

Captivity is Foretold: Jeremiah, the prophet of God, tells them they are to serve the King of Babylon and not
rebel against him. Jer. 27:12-18

Zedekiah, Judah's last King, however, he would not take Jeremiah's advice and it says in
II Chron. 36:11-13 that he stiffened his neck against God's advice, in fact he threw Jeremiah in prison. After two
years they were defeated. Zedikiah was forced to watch all his sons killed and then his eyes were gouged out, and
he was put in prison until he died. King Nebuchadnezzar took over ten thousand princes and chief men as well as
skilled craftsmen to Babylon.

Why was 70 years set as the Captivity time? The land was to have a Sabbath, according to Lev. 25:1-4 they
were to plant the land for six years and then it was to have a year's Sabbath, so that means that for 490 years they
had not obeyed the Land Sabbath as mentioned in II Chronicles 36:21
DANIEL In Babylon
1. Daniel was a teenager when taken captive to Babylon during the first siege of Jerusalem in 605 B.C.
2. He was of Royal blood
3. While in captivity, without the slightest compromise of his faith, he faithfully served under the administrations of
pagan kings, including Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, and Darius in Babylon.
4. He himself was ministered to by both of heaven's recorded archangels Gabriel and Michael.
5. He has more to say about the coming antichrist than any other Old Testament writer.
6. One of his contemporaries, Ezekiel, refers to the righteousness of Daniel, comparing him to Noah and Job Ezek.
14:14 and also in 28:3 the wisdom of Daniel.
7. Jesus quoted Daniel in His Mt. Olivet discourse in Mt. 24:15
8. He may be compared to Joseph, for both men had the gift of interpreting dreams. (Compare Gen. 37:5, 9; 40:8,
41:25 with Dan. 2:24; 4:19)
9. His book marks the third period of miracles in the Bible:
a. the time of Moses and Joshua
b. the time of Elijah and Elisha
c. the time of Daniel
d. the time of Christ and His disciples
e. the time of Peter and Paul
Ref. King James Bible and Willington's Bible Guide
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Jeremiah In Jerusalem
Jeremiah, the son of a priest was called to service by God at a young age during the reign of Josiah. Jer. 1:1-9. His
assignment given in vs. 10. He was to tell the nations and the kingdoms what their destiny was going to be, were
they to be rooted out, pulled down, be destroyed or thrown down and he was to build and plant. He served God in
Judah for 42 years before being taken to Egypt along with his scribe Baruch, and the two daughters of Zedikiah,
who were of the seed of David. Historical records have them making their way to Spain where one married into the
royal family and the other one, TeaTephi married the King of Ireland who was the seed of the twin of the Scarlet
Thread a fascinating planting of the Seed of David in the Isles to the West as mentioned often in the Bible where
David's throne has flourished for centuries.
Jeremiah protested his call, pleading he was to young, but he was assured by God that he had been chosen
before he was in his mother's womb and He would always protect him. Jer. 1:1-9
He pleaded with Judah to return to God Jer. 3:6-11 & 26:1-7
He warned Judah about the coming Babylonian captivity Jer. 7:15 & 25:11
He reminded Judah of her many sins Jer. 7:1-34; 19:5; 44:15-30
He was commanded to remain unmarried Jer. 16:2
He was persecuted when he fearlessly denounced Judah's sin: by his family Jer. 12:6; by his hometown Jer.
11:21 and the religious community Jer. 20:1,2; 26:8,9 & 37:11-21
Jeremiah complains to God Jer. 20:7-18
He had his original manuscript burned by King Jehoiakim Jer. 36:1-32

The Genealogy of Jesus
Luke 3:25, 26 & 27
Luke 3:27 Neri #53 was the father of Saathiel #54 and he was the father of Zerubabel #55 who was the father of #56
Rhesa, father of #57 Joanna
Luke 3:26 #58 was Juda, father of #59 Joseph who was the father of Semel #60, Mattathias #61
was the father of Maath #62
Luke 3:25 #63 Nagge was the father of #64 Else and he was the father of Naum #65
The Bible does not give any information on any of these fathers except Zerubabel. He was the leader of the tribe of
Judah and was called The Prince of the Captives. When King Cyrus of Babylon offered to rebuild the Temple in
Jerusalem, Zerubabel was one of the first to volunteer and Cyrus chose him to be their leader.
Ref. Companion Bible, Willington's Guide to the Bible, Judah's Sceptre & Joseph's Birthright by J.H. Allen

Please contact LaVonne Barlow (608-632-4707 or email: lavonnec321@yahoo.com) if you have any questions.
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Charge Conference – October 30th at Viroqua UMC
This year, the annual charge conference will once again be held in combination with
the other churches/charges in our circuit. The date is Tuesday, October 30 at Viroqua
UMC, 6:30 p.m.
Several reports need to be completed prior to charge conference: SPRC, Pastor Contract, Trustees, Finance,
Membership, Lay Servant/Lay Speakers, and Committee on Nominations.
Pastor Pam will provide blank forms or the link to complete the forms online. All forms related to the pastor’s
contract need to be completed by October 19.
Committees/Nominations
As we prepare for Charge Conference, church leadership looks at committees and how to match the gifts and
graces given by God to individuals with the ministry of the church. In our current structure, every church includes
these general committees:
• Administrative Board (usually the chairs of other committees, the lay leader, and members at large)
• Trustees (responsible for the building and facilities; New Hope and Retreat include a separate team for the
parsonage)
• Finance (assuring consistent and accurate accounting practices, development of budget, verification of
giving for tax purposes)
• Staff Parish Relations (works with the pastor to assure productive ministry for the church family and healthy
support for the pastor)
• Membership (reviews roster for additions of new or preparatory members and removal of inactive or
transferred members. Also encouragement and connection with members.)
• Worship (guides and assists pastor in development of worship experiences; includes musicians and those
who decorate the worship spaces)
• Education (develops Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Confirmation, and other youth and adult
education opportunities)
• Lay Leader (a person from each church who is an ad hoc member of committees and who helps the pastor
in ministry goals.)
If you have an interest in any of these areas, please let your ad board chairperson know.
Faith – Joyce Clark; New Hope – Charlie Groves; Retreat – John Hanson; Westby – Tim Gaskill.
Not all of these committees exist at every church. We are looking at other ways to structure administration to
reduce the number of meetings and to streamline decision making. Certainly, ministry can happen without a
committee!! And you don’t need to be on a committee to participate.
God has given every person a talent to share. What is yours?

Fall Fest – October 6th at Faith UMC
Come on out to Faith UMC on Saturday, Oct. 6th, from 4:00-7:00 and join in their Fall Fest!
There will be delicious food, a craft sale and a bake sale. The menu includes homemade
meatballs, mashed potatoes, lefse, bread, beans, desserts and beverage. The cost is $10 for
adults, $6 for children (age 7-12), children age 6 & under are free.
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Reminders Series (by Ardith Hoff)
HOW’S THAT WORKING FOR YOU?
The above is a question made famous by Dr. Phil McGraw of the Dr. Phil show on TV. When people are having
problems in their relationships, he likes to ask how their strategy for getting along is working for them. Quite often
the guest being interviewed suddenly has to admit that it is not working well at all. One of the usual problems is
that one person tries to tell the other person how they should behave. They feel like their take on the problem is
correct.
It’s like the old joke where a young lady thinks she has married Mr. Right only to discover (to her horror) that he
thinks his first name is, “Always”. We all like to think we are right most of the time. Some people are so sure that
they are right that they never want to admit otherwise, even when proven wrong. Then comes the second
question Dr. Phil likes to ask, “Would you rather be right or happy?”
Dr. Phil doesn’t mean that you always have to give in and let the other person think they are right all of the time.
He simply means that we need to allow for the possibility that the other person might be right some of the time.
The only one who is always 100 percent correct is God, and most of us even question that from time to time.
We all know that God answers prayers when we take the time to ask, but we don’t always like His answers. The
interesting thing is that once we start listening for the right answers, not just the one we want to hear, we realize
that we don’t always have to be right to be happy. We need to be open to other perspectives––other possibilities.
If you want a better strategy for learning to listen, look for a church where the congregation doesn’t pretend to
have all the answers, but will help you pray for the right answers for you.
“Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who understands obtain guidance.” Proverbs 1:5

Homemade Meatball & Lefse Supper
Autumn has begun around the region. And at New Hope UMC that means they’re getting ready to serve up some
delicious meatballs and good ol’ lefse once again! The New Hope UMC will be hosting their annual Meatball and
Lefse Supper on Thursday, October 11th from 4 to 7 p.m. The cost of the dinner is $8.00 for adults, $5.00 for
children 10 and under, and for kids age 5 and under… it’s free! There’s also a $25 maximum for family with
children to make it more affordable for our area families. Carry-outs are available, just call 648-2644. And be sure
that you don’t miss the bake sale, so the deliciousness can continue when you get home! So be sure to attend this
wonderful dinner and enjoy the great food, fun & fellowship at the same time!

Annual Fall Turkey Bazaar
With the fall colors now beginning to appear and those cool, crisp nights upon us, many of us
are thinking about autumn events around the area. One event to put on your calendar is the
Retreat UMC’s annual Fall Turkey Bazaar! Set for Saturday, October 27th from 4 to 7:30
p.m., it will be held at the Retreat UMC Fellowship Hall. They plan on serving turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes,
homemade pie, and more! Also, don’t miss out on the baked goods, craft sale, and the beautiful quilt being raffled
off along with many other wonderful items! The cost will be $10.00 for adults, $4.00 for children 12 & under with
a $30.00 maximum total for parents with minor children! Carry-outs will also be available, just call 648-3435
during the event. Also, be sure to invite your friends and family over for a great meal prepared by the friends and
members of the church! So, mark your calendars and post it on your refrigerator so you don’t miss out on the
delicious food and wonderful fun and fellowship!
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October 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
Pastor Pam @
Green Lake for
meeting

4
Pastor Pam @
Green Lake for
meeting

5
Pastor Pam’s
Sabbath Day

6
4:00-7:00 PM
– Fall Fest @
Faith UMC

7
9:30 AM – Youth
Sunday School
10:15 AM – Fellowship
10:45 AM – Worship
Service (Communion) –
** World Communion
Sunday **

8
Pastor Pam
attending
classes

9
1:00 PM –
Bible Basics
Study Group
(Halvorsen
Apartments)

10
6:00 PM –
Church Board
Meeting … All
are welcome!

11
4:00-7:00 PM
– Meatball &
Lefse Supper
@ New Hope
UMC

12
Pastor Pam
attending
classes

13

14
9:30 AM – Youth
Sunday School
10:15 AM – Fellowship
10:45 AM – Worship
Service – Guest Speaker

15

19
Charge Conf.
Forms Due

20

21
9:30 AM – Youth
Sunday School
10:15 AM – Fellowship
10:45 AM – Worship
Service

22

23
1:00 PM –
Bible Basics
Study Group
(Halvorsen
Apartments)

24

28
9:30 AM – Youth
Sunday School
10:15 AM – Fellowship
10:45 AM – Worship
Service

29

30
6:30 PM Charge Conf.
@ Viroqua
UMC

31

Pastor Pam
attending
classes
16

Pastor Pam
attending
classes

17

Pastor Pam
attending
classes

18

Pastor Pam’s
Sabbath Day

25

26
Pastor Pam’s
Sabbath Day

27
4:00-7:30 PM
– Fall Turkey
Bazaar @
Retreat UMC

