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“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give,  
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” 

~ 2 Corinthians 9:7 
We are used to thanking God for the blessings received through our prayers and 
attending church every Sunday, or at least listening to it on the radio or 
Facebook live. But we often forget that thanking God is giving back to Him part 
of how much we received. Practicing stewardship is something that Christians 
are obliged to do, so it is necessary to understand what it is about. 
 
Christian Stewardship is the recognition that everything is from God; that He has 
put all things in our hands and that we are responsible for managing it. In reality, nothing is ours; everything 
belongs to God. He is the Creator and Sustainer of everything. He must therefore occupy the center in everything. 
The principle of stewardship means that: how much I am, how much I have and how much I can do is from God 
and for God. 
 
In fact, all the teachings, doctrines, exhortations, and demands of the Bible start from this fundamental fact. 
 
From the beginning of history, God did not give us a limited right to use and enjoy things, and he also gave us 
orders to care and work what he put in our hands. So, while we receive certain privileges, we also assume certain 
responsibilities 
 
Based on what God has entrusted to us, there is the opportunity to manage and be stewards of the material that 
He has arranged for our lives. From that conception the Sacred Scriptures speak of a difficult concept to speak, 
even sensitive in our churches, the practice of Tithing. 
It is necessary to review what the Scriptures tell us about this: 
 
First, the first tithe recorded in the Bible is found in Genesis 14:20, where the patriarch Abraham gives the priest 
Melchizedek in gratitude the tenth part of his possessions: "And Abram gave him tithes of everything." 
 

Our calling is to reach all people 
with the life-changing power of 

God’s Love and Grace available to 
all through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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The Westby United Methodist Church 
welcomes everyone with open arms and open 

hearts as indicated in Romans 15:7 (NIV): 
Accept one another, then, just as Christ 

accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 

God Loves a Cheerful Giver 
by Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores 
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In the time of Jacob, there was the use of the concept TITHE, according to Genesis (28:18-22), the biblical narrator 
tells: “Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured 
oil on top of it. He called that place Bethel, though the city used to be called Luz. 
 
Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and will 
give me food to eat and clothes to wear  so that I return safely to my father’s household, then the Lord[f]will be my 
God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s house, and of all that you give me I will give you a 
tenth.” 
 
Both statements predate the practice established to support the tribe of Levi. 
The tithe was the way to support the tribe of Levi, who could not own land inheritance, if not that their sustenance 
was 10% of what was produced in the crops and livestock of the other tribes of Israel. The task of the tribe of Levi 
was to administer the tabernacle of the Lord. 
 
This same principle prevails in the New Testament and is further expanded and sublimated there, because now, as 
Christians, we really should not give only a part, but our entire life must be our offering to God. In the New 
Testament the principle of stewardship is embodied in Romans 12:1-2: “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, 
in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will” 
 
One thing is clear in the New Testament, God expects us to be good stewards and we will have to answer to Him 
about this. In the Luke 16 Jesus tells us the parable of the unfaithful steward. This steward was accused of 
dissipating his lord's assets. Then, he had to confront the inevitable consequences of his mismanagement "give 
account of your stewardship," his master told him. So, God, our Father, will one day come to us and tell us, "give 
an account of your stewardship" and we will have to give an account. How good it is that we can feel calm when 
such a claim is made to us, because we have endeavored to give “to God what is God's and to Caesar what is 
Caesar's” (Mark 12:17) 
 
We see then, that the Bible teaches us abundantly about stewardship. The Christian life 
begins precisely with being good stewards of what God has entrusted to us. Being 
stewards should be our natural way of life. Jesus Christ is Lord; He, therefore, must occupy 
the center of our lives. He is Lord of everything or else, He is not Lord of anything. 
        
May God be with all of you,  
Rev. Erika Martinez-Flores 

 
Pastor Erika’s Schedule: 
 
Thursday at Westby UMC – 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 
Pastor Erika’s office hours at Viroqua are currently suspended 
due to the “Safer at Home” social distancing implementation. 
 
Please feel free to call or email Pastor Erika if you’d like to talk to her.  
 

Contact Information: 
 

Cell Phone:  919-478-3584 
Direct Office Phone:  608-638-7627 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 
Email: pastor-vw@driftlessministry.org 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+28&version=NIV#fen-NIV-795f
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October Birthdays    October Anniversaries  
Oct. 25 – Raven Oney-Siam   Oct. 1 – Kelly & Jill Bjornstad 
      Oct. 3 – Richard & Imgard Allen 
      Oct. 8 – Dan Schreiter & Verna Drake 
 

 
Mission of the Month – Operation Christmas Child  
 
For many years, the Sunday School children in our church have participated in 
Operation Christmas Child.  Each year they prepare shoeboxes full of gifts for 
children who might not otherwise receive gifts at Christmas time.  It has been a 
wonderful learning experience for the children and we adults enjoyed helping buy 
items for the boxes and contributing to the shipping costs.  This year, since the 
Sunday School is meeting virtually, it will not be possible for the children to 
physically put together the gift boxes, but they can build shoeboxes online. We 

would like to use your donations to this mission of the month to cover the cost of building hopefully two 
shoeboxes online. The cost of building a shoebox online is $25 per box. We would like to build one box for a boy 
and one for a girl. You may donate by making out a check to the church with either OCC or Shoe-box gifts on the 
memo line. You can also donate online by bringing up Operation Christmas Child 
(https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/ways-to-give/) and clicking on the “GIVE” button.   

If you would like to build a shoebox on line, here is the link: https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-
christmas-child/buildonline/.  

 

 
Funday Sunday School – via Zoom  
 
This is the year of being creative and finding new ways to continue to share God’s 
love with others and this includes Sunday school. To keep our Sunday school 
children safe, we are having Funday Sunday School via Zoom on Sunday evenings at 
6:30 PM. We meet for 15-30 minutes and present a Bible story, music, and an 
activity each time. The materials for each lesson are placed in the Bible Box (the 
colorful mailbox located in front of the church) so each family can stop by and pick 
up their Bible Bags. To help prepare the students for the upcoming lesson, we are 
posting a reading of each week’s Bible story on Facebook and the website. We are currently learning about some 
of the things that Peter and Paul did, which relates to the book of Acts Bible study the adults are doing. 
 
So that one person isn’t responsible for everything, we are having different people teach the lesson each week. 
Jane Gaskell is doing the music portion and other people are teaching the lessons. Currently, we have three 
teachers, but it would be nice to have more. If you’re interested in helping teach a lesson, let Jane or Verna Drake 
know and they’ll get you the lesson materials.  

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
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Daily Prayers for October 
 
Each day of the week use these simple prayer starters as part of your conversation 
with God.  
  
Monday:  
As I emerge from the Sabbath of Sunday, let me continue in worship and peace. Let my words, my actions, and my 
thoughts always reflect my love for You Lord. 
 
Tuesday:    
Lord I ask Your protection today, to cover all those who are hurting and in pain. Lighten the sad hearts, release the 
ache in bodies, calm the anxious spirit, waken the sleeping soul. Restore us to living lives that honor You, O God. 
 
Wednesday:  
God in mystery and silence You are always present. Thank You for picking up the pieces of my destruction and 
creating new life. Thank You for Your constant presence and faithfulness. Open me to see Your movement and 
glory unfold today. 
 
Thursday:  
Loving Lord, You surround me with family – some are related by birth, some are my family by choice, and some 
become family by chance. May my example always demonstrate faithfulness to help us all grow closer to You.  
 
Friday: 
God whatever your purpose for me today, let me accept my responsibility freely, let me follow Your Spirit closely, 
and let me do Your will gladly. I submit myself to You. 
 
Saturday:   
Father steer me away from temptation and help me to give that same strength to others. Help me to remember 
Your promise that there is always a way, even when I do not see a way. 
 
Sunday: 
11 You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 
12 that my heart may sing your praises and not be silent. LORD my God, I will praise you forever. ~Psalm 30:11-12 
 

 

Growing in Faith Study Group – Book of Acts   
As we continue our study of the Book of Acts in October, we will be discussing 
chapter 8 on Wednesday, Oct. 14th and chapter 9 on Wednesday, Oct. 28th. Our 
group discussions will begin at 6:00 PM each evening and will be held via Zoom. 
An email will be sent from the church’s westby.wi.umc@gmail.com account a 

few days before to provide everyone with a link to the Zoom session. 

 
 

Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And 
when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God. 

~ 2 Corinthians 9:11 

 

mailto:westby.wi.umc@gmail.com
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October Online Study – 30 Day Challenge: A Walk Through Proverbs    
Do you ever feel like you’re not sure which way to go or what you should 
be doing? These feelings could be the result of your internal GPS not being 
programmed to or it’s out of sync with God and His Word. This month’s 
online study in the book of Proverbs will help you get your GPS tuned back 
into God so you can get back on the right road again. It will help you put 
God as your guide through the journey of life. 

Please join us, starting Thursday, October 1st for this 30-day study as we 
get our internal GPS on the right road with God. The study is available 
online or through the Bible App on your mobile device at: 

https://bible.com/p/33346493/f5e66c2ed2b7717d57c2e4f075296257 

If you haven’t tried using the Bible App yet, give it a try today! It’s free. In addition to wonderful 
devotional/reading plans, it also provides a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the Bible in a wide 
variety of versions. It’s available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at www.bible.com.  
Don’t pass up this valuable resource and use it to join our Interactive Online Study in October! 

 
Sunday Worship Services   
Weather permitting, we will be holding our Sunday morning worship services 
in the parking lot. We decided to change to parking lot services to give more 
people an opportunity to attend worship by staying in their car instead of 
coming into the building. If it rains, we will move the service back inside. 
 
For worshiping inside, we are following guidelines to continue to keep us 
safe by practicing social distancing, having everyone wear face masks and 
having hand sanitizer available. 
 
If you are not able to attend our worship services, you can listen to the Viroqua UMC worship service on WVRQ 
1360 AM radio at 10:30 AM on Sunday mornings. If you subscribe to Vernon Communications cable TV, the Sunday 
morning message is broadcast at the following times on channel 15: 
o Mondays: 1:30 p.m. 
o Tuesdays: 4:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
o Wednesdays: 9:00 a.m. & 11:30 p.m. 
o Thursdays: 2:00 p.m. 

o Fridays: 4:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
o Saturdays: 9:30 a.m. 
o Sundays: 12:00 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. 

 
The sermon messages can also be viewed on the website at http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-
sermons/ or live on the Viroqua UMC Facebook page on Sundays at 10:30 AM. 
 
 

Charge Conference 
This year Charge Conference will be online, via Zoom, and it will be sometime the first week of November. The 
exact details for who will be leading our Charge Conference, the date, and which churches will be joining us are yet 
to be determined. The meeting will be with Viroqua UMC, but we’re not sure if any other churches in the area will 
be joining us. More details will be provided at the October board meeting. 

 
 

https://bible.com/p/33346493/f5e66c2ed2b7717d57c2e4f075296257
http://www.bible.com/
http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-sermons/
http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-sermons/
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Westby United Methodist Church - Board Meeting  September 16, 2020 
 

Present: Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores, Verna Drake, Ardith Hoff, Tim Gaskell, Julie Fargen and Linda Weilnau 
Opening: Tim Gaskell opened with prayer. 
 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the August board meeting were emailed to the board and published in the 
September newsletter, so they could be reviewed prior to the meeting. Verna Drake and Julie Fargen motioned to 
approve the minutes. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Verna Drake provided the financial reports for August. The financial reports included the 
report for the month of August, Year-to-Date, Special Accounts and the credit card statement. Verna said there are 
two CDs from the cemetery account that will be coming due in December and January, so we need to be thinking 
about what to do with them. Linda Weilnau and Julie Fargen motioned to approve the treasurer’s report. Motion 
passed. 
 
Old Business: 

 Door of Hope Update on Status – No report at this time. Time Gaskell will try to provide an update at 
the October meeting. 
 

 Draft Budget for 2021 – need to finalize – It was decided to accept the proposed draft budget as is. 
 

 Communion – 1st Sunday in October – We need to order the individual communion packets. Pastor 
Erika wants to try and deliver the communion packets to the homes of congregation members who are 
staying safe at home. Pastor Erika will send information about what to order to Jane Gaskell and Verna 
Drake. Tim Gaskell suggested that we call people to find out if they want communion delivered to their 
home. 
 

 Internet for the Church – Verna Drake checked into the costs and through Vernon Communications, the 
monthly fee would be $54, and the setup fee would be $50. It was mentioned that there may be 
additional costs of purchasing a wireless router or the need to rent a wireless router. Tim Gaskell will 
check with Vernon Communications about this possible cost and bring the information to the October 
board meeting. We discussed possible uses for having the internet and Sunday school, VBS and 
possibility of Facebook Live sessions were mentioned. 
 

 Zeke’s Scholarship Donation – Due to some personal concerns and because the classes would all be 
online, Zeke decided to not enroll in classes for the fall term at Western Technical College. We were 
asked if we wanted the check for Zeke’s donation back or if we wanted Mr. Michaels to hold it. We 
decided to take it back and we will put the money back into our account and add this as a line item to 
our finances so we can keep track of it and make it available for Zeke when he does hopefully enroll for 
the spring term. 

 
 Sunday School via Zoom – Verna Drake was the teacher/host for Sunday school on Sept. 13 and had 

internet issues at home. It was decided that someone needs to be a backup host each week in case 
someone else has connection issues. The backup host can get the Sunday school session started in case 
the teacher is late. 
 
 
 



NEWSLETTER WESTBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH | OCT 2020 Issue 7 

 

 

New Business: 
 Dying Tree by Parking Lot – Tom Sharratt pointed out that there is a walnut tree by the parking lot 

which is dying and should probably be removed for our safety. Tom talked to Vernon Communications 
because the tree seems to be on the property border. Vernon Communications said they will remove it 
at no cost to us. Ardith Hoff and Julie Fargen motioned to allow Vernon Communications to remove the 
tree at no charge. Motion passed.  

 
 More Parking Lot Services – Since the new portable sound system worked well for the parking lot 

service on Sept. 13th, it was decided to continue with parking lot services, weather permitting, for the 
fall. Linda Weilnau will send out a message to get the phone tree started to announce this to everyone. 
 

 West Door Leaking – Verna Drake reported that she and Chad Oliver determined that when it rains, the 
water drips down on the outside of the door and is leaking in by the ledge that is about 3 foot off the 
ground. Chad suggested to use silicone caulk to channel the water away from the door. 
 

 Advent – Using Trees or Candles? – It was decided to use the small trees this year. 
 

 Charge Conference – Forms & Due Date – Charge Conference will be done via Zoom this year. It will be 
at least Viroqua and Westby, but Pastor Erika is not sure if other churches will be joining us. Dell, Faith 
and La Farge expressed an interest in joining with Viroqua and Westby, but it will be easier to schedule 
with only our two churches. Pastor Erika needs to find another ordained pastor to lead our Charge 
Conference. She is thinking of asking Pastor Susan Bresser from Richmond UMC or Phil Blackwell, who 
is retired. Since this event will be done online, there will not be as many items to vote on. Viroqua has 
proposed the following dates: Nov. 2, 4 or 8. It was decided to allow the pastor who will be leading our 
meeting to choose the date. The forms are due on October 21st.  
 

Business from Board Committees: 
 Trustees – No report. 

 
 SPRC – Julie Fargen and Verna Drake are now co-chairs for this committee. Ardith Hoff is still on the 

committee but has stepped down from the chairperson position. 
 

 Worship – No report. 
 

 Education – No report. 
 
 Lay Leadership – No report. 
 
 Missions – After some discussion, it was decided to go ahead and still do Operation Christmas Child as 

the mission of the month for October. Even though we won’t be able to pack shoe boxes, we can still 
send in donations that can be used towards other shoeboxes or shipping. Ardith Hoff is going to look 
into possible options on how we could do Baskets of Love for November. 

 
Pastor’s Report: No additional report at this time. 
 
Ardith Hoff motioned to adjourn. Meeting was adjourned. 
Minutes submitted by Linda Weilnau 
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October 2020 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 
 

1 
 

2 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

3 
 

4   
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service - Communion 
(face masks & social 
distancing) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

10 
 

11     
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (face masks & 
social distancing) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

12 
 
 

13 
 

14 
6:00 PM – 
Growing in Faith 
– Book of Acts 
(meet via Zoom) 

15 
 

16 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 
 

17 
 

18    
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (face masks & 
social distancing) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
6:00 PM – 
Church Board 
Meeting (meet 
via Zoom) 

22 
 

23 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

24 
 

25 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (face masks & 
social distancing) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

26 
 

 

27 
 
 

28 
6:00 PM – 
Growing in Faith 
– Book of Acts 
(meet via Zoom) 

29 30 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

31 

 

Remember to join us at 3:20 PM each day for being unified in prayer … 
  
God is able to do much more than we ask, or think, through His power working in us. 

~ Ephesians 3:20 (NLV) 
 

“God, Give us the courage to dream big dreams. Please open our minds and hearts so we can 

have new breakthroughs to Your new possibilities. Amen.” 


