
 

  

THE CROSS & THE FLAME 

Viroqua 
United Methodist 

Church 

P.O. Box 127, Viroqua, WI  54665  OCTOBER 2020 

       “God loves a cheerful giver” 
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give,  

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” 

   2 Corinthians 9.7 

 
We are used to thanking God for the blessings received through our prayers and by attending 
church every Sunday, or at least listening to the church service on the radio or Facebook live. 
But we often forget that thanking God is giving back to Him part of what we have received. 
Practicing stewardship is something that Christians are obliged to do. Therefore, it is necessary 
to understand what stewardship is.  

Christian Stewardship is the recognition that everything is from God; that He has put all things in our hands; and, that 
we are responsible for managing what we have been given. In reality, nothing is ours. Everything belongs to God. He is 
our Creator and Sustainer of everything. He must, therefore, occupy the center of everything. The principle of steward-
ship means that what I am, how much I have, and how much I can give is from God and for God. In fact, all the teach-
ings, doctrines, exhortations, and demands of the Bible start from this fundamental fact. 

From the beginning of history, God did not limit our right to use and enjoy things. But He gave us orders to care and 
work for what He put in our hands. Therefore, while we receive certain privileges, we also assume certain responsibili-
ties. 

Based on what God has entrusted to us, we have the opportunity to manage and be stewards of the things He has ar-
ranged for us to have. In conjunction with the concept of stewardship, the Sacred Scriptures speak of another difficult 
and sensitive concept that is especially hard to talk about in our churches: the practice of Tithing. 

It is necessary to review what the Scriptures tell us about tithing. The first tithe recorded in the Bible is found in Gene-
sis 14: 20, where the patriarch Abraham, out of gratitude, gives the priest Melchizedek one tenth of his possessions: 
"And Abram gave him tithes of everything." In the time of Jacob, there was the use of the concept TITHE, according 
to Genesis 28: 18-22. The biblical narrator tells: “Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his 
head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it. He called that place Bethel, though the city used to be called 
Luz. Then Jacob made a vow, saying, ‘If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and 
will give me food to eat and clothes to wear  so that I return safely to my father’s household, then the Lord will be my 
God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s house, and of all that you give me I will give you a 
tenth.’” 

Both statements predate the practice established to support the tribe of Levi. The tribe of Levi had not been given a 
share of the land which had been divided among the other tribes of Israel. The responsibility of the tribe of Levi was to 
assist the priests in completing all duties of the tabernacle. In return for their commitment to the tabernacle, the tribe 
of Levi was supported by the tithes of the tribes.   

(Continued on next page) 

 



 

2 

COVID UPDATE 

1. Temps of 100.4 degrees F or greater will need to worship from home. 

2. Worshiping in the parking lot for those with symptoms and/or fever of 100.4 degrees F or greater is not a good  
option and therefore should not be suggested. Through human error the affected person(s) may have one or more 
interactions with others while in the parking lot before, during, and/or after worship, thus putting the health of oth-
ers in danger.  

OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC 

God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our  
talents and have the courage to use them to serve you and our community 
with unimagined new purposes on behalf of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

As of September 20th, another level of safety precautions are being implemented because of increasing numbers 

of COVID cases in our area. As we enter the church building, our temperature will be checked and we will be 

asked whether we have any increased COVID symptoms. This is done with our health and safety in mind. 

This same principle prevails in the New Testament and is further expanded and sublimated there because, now as Chris-
tians, we really should not give only a part of our assets, but our entire life must be our offering to God. In the New Tes-
tament the principle of stewardship is embodied in Romans 12: 1-2: “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in 
view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper 
worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will 
be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will” 

One thing is clear in the New Testament. God expects us to be good stewards and we will have to answer to Him about 
our stewardship. In Luke 16, Jesus tells us the parable of the unfaithful steward. This steward was accused of dissipating 
his lord's assets. He then had to confront the inevitable consequences of his mismanagement "Give account of your 
stewardship," his master told him. So, God, our Father, will one day come to us and tell us, "give an account of your 
stewardship," and we will have to give an account. How good it is that we can feel calm when such a claim is made to 
us, because we have endeavored to give “to God what is God's and to Caesar what is Caesar's.” (Mark 12: 17) 

We see then, that the Bible teaches us abundantly about stewardship. The Christian life begins precisely with being 
good stewards of what God has entrusted to us. Being stewards should be our natural way of life. Jesus Christ is Lord. 
He, therefore, must occupy the center of our lives. He is Lord of everything, or He is Lord of nothing. 

Pastor Erika 
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Devotionals 

Remember those Advent and Lenten Devotional booklets? 
Last season was our first attempt at doing those in-house 
and we found it extremely rewarding! We’ve even started 
doing some weekly devotionals this fall! 
 

Following are a couple of comments from people who wrote entries. Perhaps you’d like to give it a try! 

Just wanted you to know I loved the Advent and Lenten Devotionals. I miss them when they are done. I enjoy putting 
a face to the entries and find it a way to get to know that person just a little better. I also enjoyed writing them. 
What a good way to study Bible verses in more depth!  Thank-You for all your hard work to organize both, and get 
the booklets typed and distributed. Mary Cheever 
 
I have never felt that I had the ability to write something that many people would read. If you only knew how many 
“letters to the editor” that I have had sloshing around in my head but never written! I avoided writing a devotional 
for the first little book that the church printed. By Lent, I decided to take the bull by the horns and contribute. Several 
people kept encouraging me and I finally caved in and said “yes”. The miraculous thing about it is the ease with 
which I did it. I sat down, prayed for help, picked up my pen and it just came to me what I wanted to say. I don’t 
know if what I wrote made sense to anyone else, but no one has made any negative comments about it and I decid-
ed that if they don’t like it, they don’t have to read it. Amen. Barb Casper 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

God’s Blessings on You! 
Janet Welch  October 1 

Kenneth Turner  October 2 

Jean Knutson  October 8 

Tom Steele  October 12  

Nicolas Clements  October 12 

Ellsworth Olson  October 13 

Heidi Garrett  October 18  

Paul Bjerkos  October 22 

Erma Overbo  October 23 

Shirley Gilman  October 29 

Easton Donner  October 30 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Veryel & Lorraine Gerdl October 8 

Cavan Fang & Kristen Parrot October 14 

Paul & Sonja Bjerkos October 17  

David & Lorna Peterson  October 24   

NOVEMBER 3 
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Grant Hanson 

September 20th 
Grant’s sponsor was Josh Garrett 

Reid Brown 

September 13th 

Reid’s sponsor was Phyllis Kalnins. Her father, Dan, joined the church along with Reid. 

Confirmation 

The pandemic started last March just as the confirmation class was finishing its study for the year. Confirmation Day 
was originally scheduled for April 26th, but has been delayed all this time. As a result, Pastor Erika has been confirming 
one student per Sunday this fall. This way, each confirmand can have their guests in the sanctuary without going over 
our numbers for a safe gathering. 



 

5 

World Communion Sunday 

and 

An Interview With Pastor Erika 

World Communion Sunday will be celebrated on October 4.  This Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people, 
and to model diversity among God’s children.  We will take a special offering that day which will support World Com-
munion Scholarships, the Ethnic Scholarship Program, and the Ethnic In-Service Training Program. Our gifts are a bless-
ing to individuals who face financial obstacles while preparing for the vocation God has given them. 

Also in honor of World Communion Sunday, the Missions Committee interviewed Pastor Erika about her Mexican heritage: 

Where were you born?   
I was born in Mexico City. 
 

Where did you grow up?   
I grew up until age 15 in Mexico City, then I did the High School in Queretaro (different state from Mexico City) then I 
went back to Mexico City to the Seminary and College.  
 

What is it like there?   
It’s a big city with 20 million people living there, so personally I love it. It’s very interesting because there is a lot of 
things to do.  
 

How is it similar to or different from here? 
It’s very different, here is quiet and very peaceful.  
 

Tell us about your name, and about naming traditions in Mexico.  
In Mexico we use both last names, dad’s and mom’s.  Also, when we marry, a women doesn’t change her last name to 
her husband’s last name.  
 

What do you know about your ancestors?   
About my father, I don’t have too much information.  From my mom, her grandfather (dad of her mother) was a gen-
eral in the French Army. My great grandfather fought in the Revolutionary War of 1910.  
 

Where did they live?   
My Father passed away last year. My mom lives at Queretaro. Other relatives live in Mexico City and Hidalgo State. 
 

What did they do? 
My father was journalist and my mother a ballerina and dance teacher.  
 

How long has your family been a part of the Methodist Church?  
Since 4 generations ago. Historically in Mexico, protestant churches and masonic lodges go together. My great grand-
father was a  mason and when Methodist missionaries came to Mexico, his house was a place of worship. That was 
around 1870.  
 

How is the Methodist Church in Mexico different from the UMC here?   
The only difference is the UMC is larger. We are not United Methodist in Mexico, but there is a concordat between two 
churches and that is why I can serve here. UMC recognizes my credentials as an ordained pastor. We have the same 
doctrine, social principles, articles of religion and government.  
 

How is the worship style different from our Viroqua UMC?   
The Methodist Church in Mexico has two kinds of worship services. Some are more charismatic, and most of them are 
located in the north of the country, by the border with United States. The second one is more traditional, so I grew up 
in a very traditional church, very similar to Viroqua UMC.  
 

Do you face discrimination in Mexico for not being Catholic? 
Yes, most of the people are Roman Catholic and the ecumenism idea is very new to them. Catholic priests for many 
decades have preached that protestant churches are from the hell.  
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October Online Study – 30 Day Challenge: A 
Walk Through Proverbs 
 

Do you ever feel like you’re not sure which way to go 
or what you should be doing? These feelings could 
be the result of your internal GPS not being 
programmed to or it’s out of sync with God and His 
Word. This month’s online study in the book of 
Proverbs will help you get your GPS tuned back into 
God so you can get back on the right road again. It will help you put God as your guide 
through the journey of life. 
 
Please join us, starting Thursday, October 1st for this 30-day study as we get our internal 
GPS on the right road with God. The study is available online or through the Bible App on 
your mobile device at: 
https://bible.com/p/33346493/f5e66c2ed2b7717d57c2e4f075296257 

 
If you haven’t tried using the Bible App yet, give it a try today! It’s free. In addition to 
wonderful devotional/reading plans, it also provides a verse of the day, and you will be able 
to read the Bible in a wide variety of versions. It’s available in your app store on your mobile 
device, or accessible online at www.bible.com.  Don’t pass up this valuable resource and 
use it to join our Interactive Online Study in October! 
 

 

(Interview With Pastor Erika—continued) 

How were you inspired to become a pastor? 
Because of my mom, she inspired me by her ministry to the church. She always created projects to help people from 
the community. I grew up believing that it's possible to build a better community working together, and the message of 
the Gospel assures that.  
 

What is one thing about living in the U.S. that have you surprised you?  
The generosity of the people.  
 

What do like about living here? 
The experience of practicing my faith in a different context than I grew up. 
 

What do you not like? 
The poor knowledge about other countries. I don't like that you call the United States “America,” because America is 
the whole continent. I hate Taco Bell. 
 

What do you miss about Mexico?  
My family and food. 
 

This is not an easy time to be a person from Mexico living in the U.S. - have you faced prejudice here? 
Yes, I think most of the people are good people, but sometimes they don't notice the micro racism, almost impercepti-
ble, but it's there.   
 

What else would you like us to know about you? 
I hate getting up early, but I know it's for the best. 
I love hot dogs. 
During this quarantine, I have been adopting plants, and almost all have survived. 
I am very clueless. Once I called a friend that I was waiting for; the problem was that I called her after I had been talking 
with her for almost 10 minutes. 
Since childhood, it is in my bucket of wish to travel around the world, and I still want to do it. Someday. 
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Blessing of the Backpacks 

August 30th saw backpacks on the altar. We prayed for students and teachers, and backpacks were blessed in 

preparation for the beginning of school in these uncertain times. 

 

Dan Brown 
Received into membership on September 13th. 

Marlo Volden 
Received into membership on September 20th. 

New  

Members 
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Missions 

The Missions Committee is interested in learning more about issues of mental health and mental illness, and how we can 
help.  Here is some background information we’ve found: 

Mental Illness Awareness Week 

In 1990, the U.S. Congress established the first week of October as Mental Illness Awareness Week. The goal is to end the 
stigma associated with mental illness and to ensure better understanding and access to diagnosis and treatment.  

The first Tuesday of Mental Illness Awareness Week has been designated as the National Day of Prayer for Mental Illness 
Awareness and Understanding. The prayers and actions of both faith communities and secular organizations are needed to 
restore mental wellness in America. In seeking God's guidance, we can recommit ourselves to replacing misinformation, 
blame, fear and prejudice with truth and love in order to offer hope to all who are touched by mental illness. 

Did You Know? 

 One in four persons sitting in our pews has a family member struggling with mental health issues 

 One in ten children and youth has a serious mental illness condition 

 Fewer than one-third of adults and one-half of children who live with mental health needs receive any level of treat-
ment in any one year  

The United Methodist Church believes “that faithful Christians are called to be in ministry to individuals and their families 
challenged by disorders causing disturbances of thinking, feeling, and acting categorized as "mental illness." We 
acknowledge that throughout history and today, our ministries in this area have been hampered by lack of knowledge, fear, 
and misunderstanding. Even so, we believe that those so challenged, their families, and their communities are to be em-
braced by the church in its ministry of compassion and love. 

“Our model is Jesus, who calls us to an ethic of love toward all. As Jesus proclaimed the reign of God, his words and procla-
mations were accompanied by "healing every disease and every sickness" (Matthew 9:35). Jesus had compassion and healed 
those besieged by mental illness, many of whom had been despised, rejected, persecuted, and feared by their community.” 

You can learn more from these webpages: 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ministries-in-mental-illness  

https://umcdmc.org/ministries/mental-health-ministries/  

Visioning Committee 

The Visioning Committee met on Thursday, September 10, 2020 @ 6:00 pm via Zoom. 

Members attending: Cavan Fang, Pastor Erika, Gregory Cheever, Kathy Hanson, Phyliss Kalnins, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp 

Adding members to this committee was discussed. Some names were suggested and will be invited to attend. 

Kathy read some thank you notes received from recipients of the school staff notes and Culver tokens sent at the start of the 
school year. We will get boxes of apples for each building as a follow-up later this fall. 

We discussed how to show our support of local businesses as another community outreach this fall. Gregory Cheever will check 
on getting yard signs that we can put on our boulevards saying “We support local businesses” along with the Cross and Flame. 

The Youth leader position approved before the shutdown was discussed. We would like to move forward with getting someone 
in place this fall. We’ll take our recommendation to Administrative Council. 

Other goals of this committee are small groups, prayer and stewardship. We are to think of ways to move forward with these 
goals. 

A panel discussion, Dismantling Racism, will be aired on Facebook Live next Wednesday, September 16 at 12:00 pm. This is 
sponsored by the conference UM Communications, and could be a good follow up to our night with Calvin Morris. 

Next meeting: Thursday, October 8 @ 6:00 pm Via Zoom. We’ll review/revise our goals. 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ministries-in-mental-illness
https://umcdmc.org/ministries/mental-health-ministries/
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Administrative Council 

September 15, 2020 

Members Present: Gregory Cheever, Cavan Fang, Jolene Gudgeon, Aaron Hanson, Kathy Hanson, Phyllis 
Kalnins, Pastor Erika, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp, Kristen Parrott. 

A devotion from the Upper Room was used to open our meeting. 

A COVID update was presented by Chuck. Beginning Sunday, September 20th, worship attendees can ex-
pect a temperature check and verification that they are not experiencing any COVID symptoms. 

The Youth leader position was discussed. Gregory made a motion to move ahead with advertising and 
interviewing candidates for the position with a November 1st start goal in mind. Kristen seconded the motion. Motion 
passed. The SPRC committee will be in charge of advertising and interviewing. 

Charge Conference is upcoming with changes this year. The Charge Conference will be held on Zoom and led by an elder of 
our choosing. Pastor Erika will obtain the elder. Our date will be November 2, 4, or 8 depending on the elder’s schedule. 

Committee Reports: 

Visioning Committee—see minutes elsewhere in the newsletter. Next meeting is October 8th. 

Missions— The next Special Offering Sunday is World-wide Communion Sunday. 

Trustees—The parking lot has been seal-coated. The city will be doing some sidewalk repair for which we will be charged. 

Worship Committee—see minutes elsewhere in newsletter. 

Gregory made a motion to adjourn. Cavan seconded. Motion passed. We ended with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Next meeting Tuesday, October 21st @ 7:00 pm. 

Worship Committee 

Worship Committee meeting minutes, Thursday Sept 17, 2020, 6 p.m. 

Attending:  Avis Marino, Barb Casper, Cavan Fang, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp, Pastor Erika, Holly Fanta, Irene Fortney, Kathy 
Hanson, Phyllis Kalnins 

Because of the recent increase in local cases, members and friends are asked to take even greater care to protect and re-
spect their fellow worshippers.  Those who have experienced the onset or worsening of 

COVID-19 symptoms, or who have a temperature of 100.4F, will need to worship at home.  Greeters will provide a tempera-
ture check on Sunday mornings.  These precautions will help ensure that in-person worship is able to continue 

World Communion Sunday will be observed on Oct 4.  Those who want home delivery of Communion elements should 
please contact the church office no later than Friday before Communion Sundays. 

We are looking into having our worship services broadcast on Vernon Communications Channel 15.  There are some tech-
nical issues we need to address to see if this is possible, but if we are able to proceed then our services could be on the air 
sometime in October. 

We will celebrate All Saints Day on November 1.  Please contact the office if you know of any church members or friends 
who have died in the past year, since November 3, 2019.  We will also remember all those who have lost their lives due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

Our church’s Advent devotional booklet will again be written by members of the congregation.  We plan to start early, to 
give members plenty of time to write their daily devotional entries. 

Our next meeting will be Thursday Oct 15, 6 p.m. 
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Viroqua UMC September GIVING 

Thank you to those who have kept up with their giving during these uncertain times. This is so much appreciated, as 
we do our best to continue God’s work.  The amount needed each week to meet our budget is $2,761. 

 August 30  $960 
 September 6  $2,175 
 September 13  $1,180 
 September 20  $1,125 

Trustees Meeting 

The Trustees met on September 8th at 6:00 pm via Zoom. 

Attendees:  Aaron, Gregory, Dale, Barb, Sandy, Pastor Erika. 

Opening prayer was given by Pastor Erika 

Business: 

 2 bills form Bandbox—$16.80 and $20.20 

 Church parking lot resealed and lines painted for $1,583.00. Paid in full. 

 A lady inquired about renting the church kitchen for a personal business. Request was declined. The kitchen is not State 
Certified for commercial use. 

 Fire extinguishers were inspected. No problems reported. 

 Greg reported that the churches’ cash flow is down. The Trustee budget was restructured to meet the cash flow need 
since the Trustee budget is not being used because of the COVID 19 event. $11,248.00 for Housekeeping wages will 
now be added to the Trustee budget. Trustees will assume all decisions concerning housekeeping personnel. 

 Charge Conference will be via Zoom. More info to come. The new budgets must be set for the coming year. 

 All is well at the parsonage. 

 We’ll try to get Pete at the next meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:30 pm 

Next meeting October 13th @ 6:00 pm. 

Finance Committee 

September 15, 2020 

Members Present: Dan Brown, Gregory Cheever, Cavan Fang, Jolene Gudgeon, Aaron Hanson, Kathy Hanson, Phyllis Kalnins, 
Pastor Erika. 

Open with Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers for Henry & Ruby 
 Reed being confirmed 
 Dan Brown joined Viroqua UMC 
 Mexico Independence Day 

Opening prayer in Spanish by Pastor Erika in observance of Mexico Independence Day 

No Financial Secretary report given 

Treasurer report accepted 
 Checkbook balance $5,182.05 
 58% of budget spent 
 Total giving for 2020 $80,639 compared to $84,855 in 2019 

Budgets for 2021 need to be submitted by October 15 

Office secondary computer was updated to Windows 10.  Quickbooks did not need to be updated. 

Motion made and accepted to transfer $15,000 from Trustee savings to treasurer checkbook for trustee expenses only. 

Cavan updated the status of the challenge grant that is a work in process with United Methodist Foundation.  Highlighted a 
new narrative budget and giving campaign will need to be created.  We are wanting volunteers for the new giving cam-
paign.  Contact Cavan if you are interested. 

Zoom meeting adjourned at 6:55pm 
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FORTY WEEK 

 
 
 
FORTY ONE WEEK 

 
 

 

Prayers of the Week 

Week Thirty Eight Charles Buchanan 
   Dan, Stephanie, Reid, Huxley, Colton Brown 
 
Week Thirty Nine Shelly, Ansel, Finn Brenneman 
   Jerry Brenneman 
 
Week Forty  Paul, Sonja Bjerkos 
   Ryan Bjerkos 
 
Week Forty One Ramona Abbey 
   Janet Aasen 

Day Old Testament New Testament Psalms & 
Proverbs 

Oct 
19 

Jeremiah 
32:26-34: 22 

1 Timothy 1 Psalm  
119: 41-48 

20 Jeremiah 
35, 36, 37 

1 Timothy 2 Psalm  
119: 49-56 

21 Jeremiah  
38: 1– 40: 6 

1 Timothy 3 Psalm 
119: 57-64 

 22 Jeremiah 
40: 4-42: 22 

1 Timothy 4 Proverbs 
25: 11-20 

23 Jeremiah 
43, 44, 45 

1 Timothy  
5:1—6: 2 

Psalm  
119: 65-72 

24 Jeremiah 
46, 47 

1 Timothy  
6: 3-21 

Psalm  
119: 73-80 

 25 Jeremiah  
48: 1– 49: 6 

2 Timothy 1 Psalm 
119: 81-88 

Day Old Testament New Testa-
ment 

Psalms &  
Proverbs 

Oct 26 Jeremiah 
49: 7-50:10 

2 Timothy 2 Proverbs 
25: 21-26: 2 

27 Jeremiah  
50: 11—51: 14 

2 Timothy 3 Psalm  
119: 89-96 

28 Jeremiah 
51: 15-64 

2 Timothy 4 Psalm  
119: 97-104 

29 Jeremiah 52 Titus 1 Psalm  
119: 105-112 

 30 Habakkuk 
1, 2, 3 

Titus 2 Proverbs 
26: 3-12 

31 Lamentations 
1: 1-2: 6 

Titus 3 Psalm  
119: 113-120 Day Old Testa-

ment 
New Testament Psalm &  

Proverbs 

Oct 
12 

Jeremiah 
18, 19, 20 

1 Thessalonians 

1: 1-2: 16 

Psalm  
119: 1-8 

13 Jeremiah 
21: 1-23: 8 

1 Thessalonians 
2:17-3: 13 

Psalm 
119: 9-16 

14 Jeremiah 
 23: 9-25: 14 

1 Thessalonians 4 Proverbs 
24: 23-34 

 15 Jeremiah 
25: 15-26: 24 

1 Thessalonians 5` Psalm  
119: 17-24 

 16 Jeremiah 
27: 1-29: 23 

2 Thessalonians 1 Psalm  
119:25-32 

 17 Jeremiah 
29: 24-31: 14 

2 Thessalonians 2 Psalm 
119: 33-40 

18 Jeremiah 32: 
15– 32: 25 

2 Thessalonians 3 Proverbs 25: 1-
10 

Day Old  
Testament 

New Testament Psalm &  
Proverbs 

Oct 1 Nahum 1-3 Ephesians 6 Psalm 114: 1-8  

 2 Zephaniah 1-3 Philippians  
1: 1-26 

Proverbs 
23: 29– 24: 4 

 3 Jeremiah 
1: 1– 2: 30 

Philippians 
1: 27-2: 11 

Psalm  
115: 1-11 

4 Jeremiah 
2: 31-4:9 

Philippians  
2: 12-30 

Psalm  
115:12-18 

 5 Jeremiah 
4:10-5: 31 

Philippians 
3: 1-4:1 

Psalm  
116: 1-11 

 6 Jeremiah  
6: 1-7: 29 

Philippians 
4: 2-23 

Proverbs 
24: 5-14 

Bible in a Year: 365-Day Reading Annual Plan 
Here we present this daily plan to approach the Word of God. It 
will only take you a few minutes a day. If you do it with discipline 
and devotion, you will soon have a habit that you can share with 
your family. 

Before and after you are reading your daily portion, ask God for 
direction to hear his voice through His Word. 

If you have questions, our pastor will be happy to help. 

May God guide your thoughts during this time of meditation.  

THIRTY EIGHT WEEK 

7 Jeremiah 
7: 30-9: 16 

Colossians 
1: 1-23 

Psalm 
116: 12-19 

8 Jeremiah 
9:17-11:17 

Colossians  
1:24-2: 5 

Psalm 
117: 1-2 

9 Jeremiah 
11; 18-13:27 

Colossians 
2: 6-23 

Psalm 
118: 1-5 

10 Jeremiah 
14, 15 

Colossians 
3: 1-4:1 

Proverbs 
24: 15-22 

11 Jeremiah 
16, 17 

Colossians 
4: 2-18 

Psalm 
118: 17-29 

THIRTY NINE WEEK 
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly  
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you  

with open hearts, open minds and open doors. 
 

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR 

REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES 

(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line 

(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage  

pastorvw@driftlessministry.org 

CHURCH OFFICE 

221 S. Center Ave. 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org 

Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua 

Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper  

OFFICE HOURS 

Regular office hours have been suspended during the pandemic  

Office services are still provided by calling the office at 637 -3551 or Kathy Hanson at 637-8309. 

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,  
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.         John Wesley 

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement 

The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great  

Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly  

share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world. 

October Services 

Sunday Morning Worship—10:30 am 

In-Person Worship will be held as long as 
conditions allow.  

Updates regarding the status of continued In-Person 
Worship will be given every 2 weeks 

Call the church office at 637-3551 if you’d like to  

attend worship. 

Services are always available on  

WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on  
Facebook Live 


