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Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish 
one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, 
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.  And whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him. 
~ Colossians 3.16-17 

 
The Church is an organization that has historically participated in the processes 
of social transformation. The gospel itself calls us to be agents of change, 
challenging the evil forces that plague the most vulnerable and threaten the 
balance and harmony of the Kingdom of God. This implies recognizing that as a 
church we are not subordinate to institutional interest, priorities and commitments. Rather, it is we, men and 
women animated by the “evangelical spirit”, who contribute to the most significant and far-reaching social 
transformations. Both in national scenarios and in those with less influence. 
 
We participate in social transformation from the inside out when we encourage the understanding that salvation 
has to do with everything in our lives: our beings, our families and our communities. That is why it is important to 
remember that we must share our faith and collaborate in transformation with our neighbors. 
 
Although such contributions may seem minor, the fact is that they are decisive in the lives of millions whose 
existence has been transformed since their conversion to Jesus Christ. Conversion is a process that affects much 
more than our spiritual intimacy. It affects the way we will see the world and, therefore, how we understand our 
relationship with the society of which we are a part. Thus, as Christians we assume a dynamic of transformation 
that positively affects our lives, those of our family and those of the community in which we live. 
 
Church must be a prophetic Church that announces and denounces, a place where its laity work to develop daily, 
committing themselves to the principles of the gospel, "The Church outside the temple."  As an authentic 
community of faith, we must defend every being created by God, their right to live, their right to live in freedom 
and their right to live without fear. Therefore, when it does not happen, when we remain silent, we are passing a 
sentence of violence, destruction and death for ourselves and for our environment. 

Our calling is to reach all people 
with the life-changing power of 

God’s Love and Grace available to 
all through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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The Westby United Methodist Church 
welcomes everyone with open arms and open 

hearts as indicated in Romans 15:7 (NIV): 
Accept one another, then, just as Christ 

accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 

Do It All in Name of the Lord 
by Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores 
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Our mission as a Church is to act in accordance with the message and principles of the Gospel, which is why 
Christians are expected to act with justice, seek peace, defend the right to a dignified life, love our neighbor and 
exercise mercy towards everybody. Therefore, every decision we make must be in accordance with these Christian 
principles. 
        
May God be with all of you,  
Rev. Erika Martinez-Flores 

 
Pastor Erika’s Schedule: 
 
Thursday at Westby UMC – 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 
* Pastor Erika will be on vacation from Nov. 16-22 * 
 
Pastor Erika’s office hours at Viroqua are currently suspended 
due to the “Safer at Home” social distancing implementation. 
 
Please feel free to call or email Pastor Erika if you’d like to talk to her.  

 
November Birthdays    November Anniversaries  
Nov. 3 – Selah Berg & Verna Reed   Nov. 25 – Pastor Jorge & Pastor Erika 
Nov. 6 – Cindy Brown     Nov. 26 – Tom & Sharon Sharratt 
Nov. 14 – Alberta Clements 
Nov. 21 – Pastor Erika     
Nov. 27 – Kendal Oney-Siam 
 

 
Funday Sunday School – via Zoom  
 
Zoom FUNday Sunday School has been a blessing to our church.  We’ve missed 
gathering together in person these months, but we enjoy our time together online. 
With the help of a great group of teachers, we’ve been learning about Paul in the book 
of Acts.  Thank you to Linda for posting the stories online each week.  We’ve also been 
learning a bible verse by singing, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart!”  Each week 
there is something a little bit different to look forward to. Thank you for your patience 
when we’ve had Zoom technical difficulties! 
 
Don’t forget to pick up your bible bags from the Bible Box at the front of the church.  
They are usually ready for pick up by Monday or Tuesday during the week. Please know 
that your Bible Buddy and your church family are praying for the Sunday school kids and their families. 
 
On Sunday, Nov. 8th at 7:00 PM, there will not be any Sunday school that evening, due to our Charge Conference 
meeting. We will resume with lessons on Sunday, Nov. 15th at 6:30 PM. We will be starting a new lesson series to 
learn about the Birth of Jesus on the 15th. If you would like to teach one of the lessons for the next series, please 
contact Jane or Verna so we can make arrangements to get you the lesson materials. 

 

Contact Information: 
 

Cell Phone:  919-478-3584 
Direct Office Phone:  608-638-7627 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 
Email: pastor-vw@driftlessministry.org 
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Daily Prayers for November  
 
Each day of the week use these simple prayer starters as part of your 
conversation with God.  
  
Monday:  
Lord, on this unique day of my journey, I will take time to think, to pray, 
and to study Your Word. Guide my steps Lord to see the opportunities to 
celebrate Your blessings, to be filled with Your love and to receive the mercy of Your Son. 
 
Tuesday:    
Christ my Savior, I place my hope in You. When I am discouraged You raise me up. When I am afraid, Your strength 
encourages. Christ my Savior, You are the Lord of my life. 
 
Wednesday:  
Your Word is always the answer my God. Your Word is a gift to guide our relationships, our values, our life choices. 
Make me a faithful student of Your Word so I may be a faithful servant in Your world. 
 
Thursday:  
Sometimes I lose hope God. Life is difficult and things don’t seem to be going in a good way. But God, I trust You, in 
good times and trying times. Give me strength to persevere, even if my soul is troubled; let me trust and follow. 
 
Friday: 
God when I see others, I wonder if they also know Your saving grace and mercy. Open my mouth to share the news 
of forgiveness and salvation. My heart overflows with thanksgiving; guide me to those who need to also 
experience your joy. 
 
Saturday:   
Direct me, O Lord, according to Your plans for my life and according to Your commandments. Keep me mindful 
that your truth carries eternal perspective. 
 
Sunday: 
Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is anything worthy of praise, think on these things. ~Philippians 4:8 
 

 

Growing in Faith Study Group – Book of Acts   
Due to Thanksgiving, we will only be meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 11th this month. We will be 
discussing Acts, chapter 10. Our group discussion will begin at 6:00 PM and will be held via 
Zoom. An email will be sent from the church’s westby.wi.umc@gmail.com account a few days 
before to provide everyone with a link to the Zoom session. 

 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. 
~ 1 Chronicles 16:34 

 
 

mailto:westby.wi.umc@gmail.com
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November Online Study 
With the month of November comes Thanksgiving, which makes us think more 
about being thankful and having an attitude of gratitude. This month, we’ll be 
doing two online studies, one that is 14 days and one that is 7 days. Our first study 
this month begins on Nov. 6th and is the 14-Day Thankfulness Challenge. This study 
challenges you to dedicate 5 minutes each day, in prayer about being thankful in 
various categories. The second study is called the Power of a Thankful Heart, which 
is for 7 days and begins on Nov. 20th. This study helps us focus on an attitude of 
gratitude with a spirit of thanksgiving. 

Please come and join us as we work towards being more conscientious about 
thankfulness. These online studies can be access through the Bible App, which is a free resource. In addition to 
wonderful devotional/reading plans, it also provides a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the Bible in a 
wide variety of versions. It’s available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at 
www.bible.com. 

Here is the link to join the 14-Day Thankfulness Challenge, which begins on Nov. 6th: 
https://bible.com/p/34331133/c38db3226b798380335e572d381397af 

Here is the link to join the Power of a Thankful Heart, which begins on Nov. 20th: 
https://bible.com/p/34331316/8f357aeccfa3c8b5b6389c14a3d2a015 

 
Sunday Worship Services   
Since we are having in-person worship, it was decided to start having Communion again on 
the first Sunday of the month. We have purchased prefilled and sealed juice & wafer 
communion cups to allow us to safely have Communion again. 
As we continue to have in-person worship inside, we are still following guidelines to keep us 
safe by practicing social distancing, having everyone wear face masks and having hand 
sanitizer available. 
 
If you are not able to attend our worship services, you can listen to the Viroqua UMC worship service on WVRQ 
1360 AM radio at 10:30 AM on Sunday mornings. If you subscribe to Vernon Communications cable TV, the Sunday 
morning message is broadcast at the following times on channel 15. Please note the schedule has changed. 
o Mondays: 5:00 PM 
o Tuesdays: 10:30 AM 
o Wednesdays: 4:30 AM & 10:30 PM 
o Thursdays: 4:30 PM 

o Fridays: 10:30 AM 
o Saturdays: 4:30 AM & 10:30 PM 
o Sundays: 4:30 PM 

 
The sermon messages can also be viewed on the website at http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-
sermons/ or live on the Viroqua UMC Facebook page on Sundays at 10:30 AM. 

 

Charge Conference 
This year Charge Conference will be on Sunday, Nov. 8th at 7:00 PM. It will be held 
online, via Zoom. Rev. Susan Bresser from Whitewater will be leading our 
conference meeting. We will be joined by Viroqua UMC, Dell UMC, Faith UMC and 
La Farge UMC.  

 

file:///C:/Users/Paul/Documents/Linda/Church%20Newsletter/Nov2020/www.bible.com
https://bible.com/p/34331133/c38db3226b798380335e572d381397af
https://bible.com/p/34331316/8f357aeccfa3c8b5b6389c14a3d2a015
http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-sermons/
http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-sermons/
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Mission of the Month – Baskets of Love and Christmas Gifts for 
Norseland Residents 
 
The first mission of the month is “Baskets of Love”.  This year we will give people 
gift certificates to Hansen’s IGA in Westby so that they can shop for the food they 
need for a Christmas meal.  This way we are supporting a local market; people can 
get just what they need, at the time they need it, and do not have to find a way to 
store large items such as a turkey or ham.  We know of some families from previous years, but if you know of 
others in the area who are in need, please let someone in the church know.  In the past we have been able to help 
around 10 families.  We know that there is an even greater need this year. We would appreciate getting the 
donations and names of those in need between November 30 and Dec. 15.   
 
Each year Westby United Methodist Church members have enjoyed getting names of Norseland residents and 
shopping for Christmas gifts.  Lois Gerling will bring a list of names and the suggested gift ideas of what each 
resident needs or would like.  They have suggested a price range of from $15-20 dollars and most items are 
practical things the residents can use, such things as books, body wash, hand lotion, slippers, lap blankets, etc.  If 
you are able to give, but not able to shop, let Verna or Linda know.  They have offered to do the shopping.  Gifts 
should be packaged in gift bags (not wrapped.)  Please bring your gifts to the church by Sunday, Dec. 13th and Lois 
will deliver them to Norseland. Gifts can be left on the bench in the narthex.  If you would like to purchase a gift for 
one of the residents, but don’t want to come inside the church, please call Lois and she will give you the 
information for one of the residents and is willing to come to your house to pick up the gift. If you have questions, 
please call Lois at 634-3847. 
 
Thank you for helping us spread God’s Love this Christmas by helping with these outreach missions. 

 
 

Community Hour of Prayer – Praying for Unity on Nov. 4th 
Come and join us on the sidewalks along Main street in Westby on Wednesday, Nov. 4th 
to pray for unity. From 6:00-7:00 PM, we will stand on the sidewalk, with social distancing 
and pray. We want to join with other churches in the area to pray for unity for our 
country, pray for the social injustices, pray for the COVID situation, pray for our schools, 
and for our communities. 
 

Help us lift up our voices in unified prayer. Join us for as long as you are able, whether for 5 minutes or 30 minutes 
or 60 minutes. Bring your friends and family. God will be there with us because “For where two or three gather in 
my name, there am I with them.” ~ Matthew 18:29. 
 
 

Thanksgiving Services  
On Nov. 22nd, Thanksgiving will be the theme of our worship service and Verna 
Drake will be our guest speaker and presenting the message since Pastor Erika is 
on vacation that day. Come and join us for a morning of being thankful!  
 
Viroqua UMC and other area churches will be doing a community Thanksgiving service on WVRQ radio on 
Wednesday, Nov. 25th. Please watch the Sunday bulletins for details about the time of this service. 
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Westby Community Thanksgiving Dinner  
Westby will be having the Community Thanksgiving Dinner again this year, but it will be a 
drive-up dinner. We have been asked to provide 3 apple pies, 3 pumpkin pies and 3 dozen 
of lefsa. In addition to providing these items, they need help with some of the pre-work: 
scrubbing potatoes for baked potatoes, opening cans of food, rolling up plastic eating 
utensils in napkins, etc. Some of the pre-work can be done in advance. 
 
If you can provide pies, or lefsa, or help with the pre-work, please let Verna Drake know. 
 
Please watch the Sunday bulletins for more details about the time of the dinner and ways you can help. 

 

Joint Advent Devotional Project   
Viroqua and Westby UMC are going to create a joint Advent Devotional booklet again this year. 
We have been asked to provide devotionals for 10 of the 25 days of Advent. We need people to 
write what one of the Bible verses means to you and write a short prayer relating to the verse 
and your thoughts. If you are interested in helping with this project, please contact Linda Weilnau 
and let her know which Bible verse you will be writing the devotional for. 
 

Please no more than 150 words total between the devotional and the prayer. When you submit your devotional, 
you do not to include the words for the Bible verse, just let us know which verse is being used for the devotional. 
 
Our verses are:  
Romans 5:3-5 • Psalm 142:1 • John 1:5 • 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 • Luke 1:41-42 
Luke 2:10 • Galatians 4:6 • Psalm 103:2-5 • Luke 2:7 • Luke 1:68-69 
 
The devotionals are due on Friday, Nov. 13th. 

 

Daylight Savings Time Ends – Nov. 1 
It’s time to fall back. Just a reminder that Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, Nov. 1st, so turn 
your clocks back one hour before you go to bed on Saturday, Oct. 31st. 

 

Faith UMC Quilting Project 
The Women of Faith are collecting cotton fabric scraps for quilt making. They will accept any 
cotton piece of fabric big enough to make at least one 5” quilt block. The fabric will be used to 
make scrap quilts which will be donated to needy families in the area. There will be a collection 
box at Westby UMC or you may contact Jean Hass (608-606-4582) to arrange for pick up. Thank 
you helping us to provide warmth to area families. 
 

Faith UMC Christmas Food Baskets 
The Women of Faith are collecting donations for their annual Christmas Food Baskets. The baskets will be given to 
needy families in the area. If you would like to contribute to this project, please send your donation to the address 
below before December 15th: Women of Faith 

c/o Jean Hass    
321 Black River Road Apt. 6 
Westby, WI 54667 

Thank you for your support with this project. 
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Westby United Methodist Church - Board Meeting  October 21, 2020 
 

Present: Pastor Erika, Ardith Hoff, Verna Drake, Jane Gaskell, Tim Gaskell and Linda Weilnau 
Opening: Tim Gaskell opened with prayer. 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the September board meeting were emailed to the board and published in 
the October newsletter, so they could be reviewed prior to the meeting. Ardith Hoff and Verna Drake motioned to 
approve the minutes. Motion passed. 
Treasurer’s Report: Verna Drake provided the financial reports for September. The financial reports included the 
report for the month of September, Year-to-Date, Special Accounts and the credit card statement. Verna said we 
need to redo our annual budget to reflect increases in pastoral care costs which were established at the SPRC 
meeting with Viroqua UMC earlier this month. Verna is updating the budget so it can be sent out to the board. The 
Building Fund is lower from paying for the new glass for the front door. We received a thank you from Zeke for the 
money we provided for his scholarship. Western Technical College foundation placed the money in a scholarship 
for Zeke so it will be available when he is able to start going to college. The church is being cleaned weekly now. 
Ardith Hoff and Linda Weilnau motioned to approve the treasurer’s report. Motion passed. 
Old Business: 

 Door of Hope Update on Status – Tim Gaskell spoke with Aaron Berg and found out that from the letter 
which was sent out to area churches, 3 churches replied with a possible interest in helping to keep this 
service running, but nothing was decided upon at the time. They are going to give the building to an 
organization in hopes that they continue with this ministry. 

 Internet for the Church (cost would be $77.48/month for phone & internet, $50 setup fee, additional 
$6/month to lease a router, currently $35/month for phone with call forwarding) – Verna Drake is going 
to ask Vernon Communications if there can be a discount to the internet fees since we are a non-profit. 
Several items were discussed regarding getting the internet. The computer currently used in the 
sanctuary currently has Windows 7, which is no longer supported, so it can be a vulnerability when 
connected to the internet. Linda Weilnau said Western Technical College sells used desktop computers. 
Should we have a hardwired connection to the computer in the sanctuary or go wireless? Verna Drake 
will ask Vernon Communications if they can install a hardwired connection to the sanctuary and the 
cost. Verna Drake has a router that she used at the day care and said we can use it at the church. Ardith 
Hoff and Jane Gaskell motioned to purchase a used computer with Windows 10 and pursue getting 
internet for the church with a hardwired connection to the sanctuary and wireless for the other areas 
of the church. Motion passed. 

 Charge Conference – Update – Verna Drake is going to contact Sherry Malone in the district office 
because she has not received the link for the charge conference forms. The forms were to have been 
sent to the SPRC chair, finance, secretary, and board chair. Charge Conference will be on Sunday, Nov. 
8th at 7:00 PM and will be combined with Viroqua UMC, La Farge UMC, Faith UMC and Dell UMC. Rev. 
Susan Bresser (from Whitewater) will be presiding over the meeting.  

New Business: 
 Communion in November? – Individual communion packets were ordered and have arrived. We will 

now go back to having communion on the first Sunday of each month. 
 Thanksgiving Service? – WVRQ contacted Viroqua UMC about having a community Thanksgiving Service 

with other churches on Wednesday, Nov. 25th, similar to how the Good Friday service was done. Pastor 
Erika will be on vacation on Sunday, Nov. 22nd, so it was decided we could have a special worship 
service for Thanksgiving that day. Verna Drake volunteered to give the message that day. 
 

 Colder Weather Items – Reset thermostats, heat in bathrooms, run fans in fellowship hall, snow 
removal costs ($35 per time) – Verna Drake has asked Amanda to run the water in the kitchen sink 
when she cleans each week to keep water in the drain pipes. Jane Gaskell will check the thermostat in 
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the fellowship hall to make sure it is programmed to stay at 55⁰ constantly. The sanctuary has been 
programmed to be 55⁰ during the week and go to 70⁰ on Sunday morning. Janzen’s snow removal costs 
will be the same as last year, $35 per lot. They will only do the large parking lot if there are a few 
inches. Verna Drake is going to talk to Tom Sharratt to see if we need to purchase furnace filters and if 
we need to get them replaced soon. 

 Acts Bible Study – Meet on Nov. 25th? – There will not be a study group on Nov. 25th because it is the 
evening before Thanksgiving. 

 Pray for Unity Prayer Vigil – Verna Drake came up with the idea of having a prayer vigil, for one hour, 
along main street of Westby. It would be done on a Wednesday evening from 6:00-7:00 PM. We could 
make it a community prayer hour and invite people from area churches in Westby and Viroqua. The 
goal of this would be to pray for unity within our country, pray for the virus situation, our community, 
our schools. Tim Gaskell suggested to have luminaires. We could use sidewalk chalk to mark X’s so 
people could maintain social distancing. It was decided to do this on Wednesday, Nov. 4th. Verna Drake 
will contact City Hall for any regulations concerning this. If there aren’t any issues, Pastor Erika will 
email the other pastors in the area so they can put the articles in their church bulletins and newsletters. 

Business from Board Committees: 
 Trustees – West door leaking issue fixed? – We do not know if this has been fixed. Verna Drake will ask 

Chad. 
 SPRC – Report on annual increases – Verna Drake and Julie Fargen met with Viroqua UMC SPRC. Verna 

reported that the joint SPRCs approved a 3% salary increase, education expenses will be reduced, 
mileage costs may increase, professional pastoral expenses will be added (books, materials), utility 
expenses for parsonage will be increased. Verna estimated that these increases will average about $150 
more per month for our church, than what we originally budgeted for. 

 Worship – We will discuss the Christmas Eve service in November. 
 Education – The current format and having several people teach the lessons is going well. Due to 

Charge Conference, there will not be a Sunday School lesson on Nov. 8th. We will resume lessons on 
Nov. 15th and start a new series, The Birth of Jesus. There will not be a lesson on Sunday, Dec. 27th. 

 Lay Leadership – Ardith Hoff has been working on committee nominations. Donna Perkins has agreed 
to work on Missions Committee. It was decided to ask Chad Oliver to be on the Trustees Committee. 

 Missions – How to do Baskets of Love and Norseland Christmas Gifts?  - It was decided to give gift cards 
to Hansen’s IGA and have it stipulated that they cannot be used to purchase cigarettes or alcohol. We 
will create our own list of families to give to. 

• Ardith Hoff will talk to Lois Gerling to get more information about giving to Norseland residents. 
Verna Drake and Linda Weilnau are willing to do the shopping for people who aren’t able to get 
out to the stores at this time. 

Pastor’s Report: Viroqua UMC wants us to do a joint Advent devotional again this year. Information about this 
project will be sent out in the newsletter. Pastor Erika wants to send out a Thank You letter to everyone who has 
been sending in their offerings. She will work with Verna Drake to get this information.  

• Viroqua UMC is having a Stewardship Campaign and is wondering if we’d like to join them. Pastor Erika will 
get more details about this project to our board.  

• Pastor Erika will be on vacation Nov. 16-22. She wants to go to Mexico for 4 weeks in February/March and 
was wanting our approval. She still needs to clear this with the district superintendent. The board approved 
this trip. 

• Pastor Erika will need to quarantine after she comes back from Mexico, so we’ll need to figure out how to 
handle worship services at that time. 

Verna Drake motioned to adjourn on behalf of Jean Shore. Meeting was adjourned. 
Minutes submitted by Linda Weilnau 
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November 2020 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Daylight Savings Ends 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service - Communion 
(face masks & social 
distancing) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

2 3 
 

4 
6:00 PM – 
Community Hour 
of Prayer 

5 
 

6 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

7 
 

8 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service - (face masks & 
social distancing) 

7:00 PM – Charge 
Conference (via Zoom) 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
6:00 PM – 
Growing in Faith 
– Book of Acts 
(meet via Zoom) 

12 
 

13 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

14 
 

15     
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (face masks & 
social distancing) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

16 
Pastor Erika 
on vacation 
 

17 
Pastor Erika 
on vacation 

18 
6:00 PM – 
Church Board 
Meeting (meet 
via Zoom) 

Pastor Erika on 
vacation 

19 
Pastor Erika on 
vacation 

20 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 
 

21 
Pastor Erika on 
vacation 

22    
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (face masks & 
social distancing) – 
Guest Speaker: Verna 
Drake 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

27 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

28 
 

29 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (face masks & 
social distancing) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

30 
 

 

 
 
 

    

 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and praise his name. 

~ Psalm 100:4 


