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“Do it all in Name of the Lord”
Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing
to God with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him.
Colossians 3.16-17
The Church is an organization that has historically participated in the processes of social
transformation. The gospel itself calls us to be agents of change, challenging the evil forces
that plague the most vulnerable and threaten the balance and harmony of the Kingdom of God. This implies recognizing that as a church we are not subordinate to institutional interest, priorities and commitments. Rather, it
is we, men and women animated by the ”evangelical spirit”, who contribute to the most significant and farreaching social transformations. Both in national scenarios and in those with less influence.
We participate in social transformation from the inside out when we encourage the understanding that salvation has to do with everything in our lives: our beings, our families and our communities. That is why it is important to remember that we must share our faith and collaborate in transformation with our neighbors.
Although such contributions may seem minor, the fact is that they are decisive in the lives of millions whose existence has been transformed since their conversion to Jesus Christ. Conversion is a process that affects much
more than our spiritual intimacy. It affects the way we will see the world and, therefore, how we understand our
relationship with the society of which we are a part. Thus, as Christians we assume a dynamic of transformation
that positively affects our lives, those of our family and those of the community in which we live.
Church must be a prophetic Church that announces and denounces, a place where its laity work to develop daily,
committing themselves to the principles of the gospel, "The Church outside the temple." As an authentic community of faith we must defend every being created by God, their right to live, their right to live in freedom and
their right to live without fear. Therefore, when it does not happen, when we remain silent, we are passing a
sentence of violence, destruction and death for ourselves and for our environment.
Our mission as a Church is to act in accordance with the message and principles of the Gospel, which is why
Christians are expected to act with justice, seek peace, defend the right to a dignified life, love our neighbor and
exercise mercy towards everybody. Therefore, every decision we make must be in accordance with these Christian principles.
Rev. Erika Martinez-Flores

OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC
God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our
talents and have the courage to use them to serve you and our community with
unimagined new purposes on behalf of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARY
Pete & Shirley Gilman

November 12

God does nothing except in
response to believing prayer.
John Wesley
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Riggins Davidson

November 5
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Benjamin Hanson
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Tom Haakenson
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Finn Brenneman
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Jessica Janzen
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Pat Matz

November 30

COVID UPDATE
October 15, 2020
The COVID-19 Task Force has put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but it cannot guarantee you or your family members will not become infected with COVID-19. Based on increased coronavirus activity
in our area, assume you are being exposed to the virus in our community. Therefore, the Task Force recommends:
 continue offering in-person worship with the caveat that the attendees continue to attend at their own physical

health risk
 continue practicing the health protocol of wearing a mask, washing hands and using hand sanitizer, practicing

physical distancing, taking temperatures, and having those who are experiencing symptoms worship at home
 continue following the worship team’s guidance while on or in church property
 acknowledgement that in-person worship may be paused if risks increase
 if you are reluctant to worship in the sanctuary but value the opportunity to see others, consider worshiping in

the parking lot
If you would like to attend in-person worship but haven’t informed our office staff of your interest, please call 6373551 and leave a message. If you prefer to worship at home or from the church parking lot, services can be heard on
WVRQ (AM 1360 or FM 107.3) and on Facebook Live.
Due to the fluidity of the COVID-19 situation, updates will be provided as needed or on the first and third Thursdays of
the month. Please continue to pray for our church family and reach out to them by phone, e-mail, a card or note, Facebook, a COVID-safe personal visit, etc. We look forward to the time when conditions improve.
Contact Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp (608-393-8136) or Phyllis Kalnins (608-606-4321) with questions.

World Communion Sunday
World Communion Sunday is a special communion event when we especially think about joining with other Christians around the world to celebrate the Lord’s meal. It’s always the first Sunday of October, and we try to have an
international theme or visual. This year, we had a display of crosses from around the world.
The special offering taken on World Communion Sunday helps to support ethnic and international scholarships.
Even though the special offering was taken on October 4th, donations to this effort may be made at any time. Just
designate it on your check.
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Confirmation
The pandemic started last March just as the confirmation class was finishing its study for the year. Confirmation Day
was originally scheduled for April 26th, but has been delayed all this time. As a result, Pastor Erika has been confirming
one student per Sunday this fall. This way, each confirmand can have their guests in the sanctuary without going over
our numbers for a safe gathering.

Wynne Roberts
October 11th
Wynne’s sponsor was Janette Hanson.

Viroqua UMC October GIVING
Thank you to those who have kept up with their giving during these uncertain times. This is so much appreciated, as
we do our best to continue God’s work. The amount needed each week to meet our budget is $2,761.
September 27
October 4
October 11
October 18

$495
$2,145
$2,240
$1,170

I’ve been wearing a mask and eating candy for 7 months now.
Do I really need a special day for it this year?
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THANK YOU, PASTOR ERIKA!!
October is Pastor Appreciation Month. While we did not do an organized appreciation for Pastor Erika this year, we
all do appreciate her. She has done everything she can to minister to us and keep us “being the church” during these
difficult times.
We don’t have to limit our expressions of appreciation to October. Feel free to communicate with her at any time
about how grateful you are for her commitment and service to God and our church.

November Online Study
With the month of November comes Thanksgiving, which makes us think more about being
thankful and having an attitude of gratitude. This month, we’ll be doing two online studies, one
that is 14 days and one that is 7 days. Our first study this month begins on Nov. 6th and is the 14Day Thankfulness Challenge. This study challenges you to dedicate 5 minutes each day, in prayer
about being thankful in various categories. The second study is called the Power of a Thankful
Heart, which is for 7 days and begins on Nov. 20th. This study helps us focus on an attitude of
gratitude with a spirit of thanksgiving.
Please come and join us as we work towards being more conscientious about thankfulness.
These online studies can be access through the Bible App, which is a free resource. In addition to wonderful devotional/reading plans, it also provides a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the Bible in a wide variety of versions.
It’s available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at www.bible.com.
Here is the link to join the 14-Day Thankfulness Challenge, which begins on Nov. 6th:
https://bible.com/p/34331133/c38db3226b798380335e572d381397af
Here is the link to join the Power of a Thankful Heart, which begins on Nov. 20th:
https://bible.com/p/34331316/8f357aeccfa3c8b5b6389c14a3d2a015

FALL FOOD DRIVE
November means Thanksgiving, and Thanksgiving means food.
Usually during November, our congregation brings in canned goods
and boxed foods to donate to the Living Faith Food Pantry, but not
this year. The food pantry says, “We are only accepting limited
amounts of community food donations at present, because it requires a lot of close contact in the sorting and distribution process.”
Instead, they are asking for monetary donations – “The funds you
donate go a long way with the pantry because we can purchase and
distribute food at roughly 18 cents per pound. That means that for
$1.50 we can provide a quality meal to a family of three.”
A drive-in pantry has been set up, where “volunteers can maintain
health safety practices as they assist patrons with pre-sorted boxes
based on the size of their household.” The food pantry is able to accommodate current needs and is planning to expand to meet larger patronage in the future.
So, this November, as we prepare for Thanksgiving, the Missions Committee is asking you to mail a donation to the
church for the food pantry, and the church will forward on all of those donations. Please mark your donation “Food
Pantry”. Together we can make a positive difference in the lives of hungry people in our community.
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NEED YOUR LEAVES RAKED?
Please let us know if you’d like someone to rake leaves at your house. We want
to get a service group together to make that happen during the first half of
November.

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
November 1, 2020
On All Saints Sunday, we pause to honor the memory of loved ones who have passed from this
earth during the year.
You are invited to give us names of folks you’d like to have remembered during the service.
Please get your names to the office by Wednesday, October 28th.
Blessed be their memory.

CHARGE CONFERENCE
Our Annual Charge Conference will be held on November 8th at 7:00 pm. This will be a Zoom meeting officiated by
Rev. Suzanne Bresser from Whitewater.
The Charge Conference is our annual business meeting. Conference reports are due at this time, our membership
reviewed, committees organized, and the budget passed.
For those who would like to attend, but don’t have Zoom, it will be set up in the chapel where some can participate
together.
The Zoom link will be sent to our entire email contact list on Wednesday, Nov. 4th. Everyone is invited and
encouraged to attend.

November 11th
With love and gratitude we thank members of our current church family for their military service.


Veryel Gerdl

Army



Gregory Cheever

Marine Corps



Ellsworth Olson

Army



David Peterson

Army



Rick Schneiderman

Air Force



Gerald Schroeder

Air Force



Christopher Schultz

Army



Daniel Stalsberg

Army



Charles Turben

Army



Marlo Volden

Army

(If we have omitted any names, please let us know)
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CELEBRATE & BE THANKFUL
Expect to be invited to a small group gathering in the Fellowship Hall during November.
We are missing each other and feel that we can plan safely for a social time to
be together, be thankful, and celebrate that we are still the church and that we
need each other.
We will adhere to the COVID safety guidelines with masks and distancing, but
feel that we can still have quality time together. Activities planned will include
some fun, some time to chat with one another, and some time to reflect on
what we have been through and how we might move forward and still remain
“the church” - to refresh and to renew our covenant with God.

and be thankful!

Please consider saying “yes” when you get the invitation by phone.

IN OUR LIBRARY
November is Native American Heritage Month. Our church library has a lot of great books about indigenous communities in the U.S. and Canada. Many of these books have been acquired through the UMW reading program, but everyone is welcome to check them out.
Here are a few titles:
Choteau Creek: A Sioux Reminiscence, by Joseph Iron Eye Dudley. This is a quiet, beautiful memoir about a little boy
living with his grandparents in South Dakota in the 1940’s and 50’s. Joseph grew up to become a United Methodist
pastor.
Walking Where We Lived: Memoirs of a Mono Indian Family, by Gaylen Lee. The Mono people, who actually call
themselves the Nɨm (meaning “People”), live in the Sierra Nevada mountains of central California. Among many other
stories, Gaylen talks about his family’s use of fire to control underbrush in the forests, which is especially interesting
now in light of the current wildfires throughout California.
The Ways of My Grandmothers, by Beverly Hungry Wolf. Beverly is a member of the Blood Tribe of Alberta, Canada,
related to the Blackfoot of Montana. As a young woman in the 1970’s, she decided to learn the traditional ways of her
tribe from the elderly women in her life, the grandmothers.
The books listed above are on the display shelf in the church library next to the desk. Several other books about American Indians are on the UMW Reading List bookshelf by the library door, including:
Massacre at Sand Creek: How Methodists Were Involved in an American Tragedy, by Gary L. Roberts. Cheyenne and
Arapaho people were killed in Colorado by the U.S. Army in 1864, an event memorialized today at Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site.
Tilly and the Crazy 8’s, by Monique Gray Smith. This is a novel about eight elders on a bus journey through the southwest to a pow wow in Albuquerque. Tilly is their bus driver.
3 Feathers, by Richard Van Camp and K. Mateus. In this graphic novel (a.k.a. comic book), three young men from
Northern tribes in Canada go through a restorative justice program, living with elders and learning traditional ways.

THANKFUL TREE
Our Thankful Tree will be outside this year. Look for it in the archway by the entrances.
We are thankful for all of you, so look for your name on a leaf!
A Thanksgiving Service will be broadcast on Wednesday, November 25th at 1:00 pm. It
will also be streamed on Facebook Live and rebroadcast on Channel 15.
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ADVENT DEVOTIONALS
Thank you to everyone who said ‘YES” to writing a devotional for our 2nd annual Advent Devotional book. These are
so meaningful!
Entries are due to the office by November 16th. The completed booklets will be distributed to everyone before Advent begins.

UNITED METHODIST STUDENT SUNDAY’
United Methodist Student Day will be observed on the last Sunday of November. The Missions Committee invites you
to celebrate the day by wearing your school gear, whether you are at home or in church — sweatshirts, t-shirts, hats,
whatever you have from your favorite school. The purpose of Student Day is to support United Methodist students as
they prepare for life by adding knowledge to their faith. We will also take a special offering that day, November 29, to
help fund scholarships for United Methodist students. You can mail in your donation to the church anytime, marked
“United Methodist Student Day”.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA
ORDER FORM

We will be offering poinsettias for purchase to decorate
our church sanctuary. They are $12.00 each. Please turn in
this order form with your payment to the church office no
later than Monday, November 30th, 2020.
You may also mail the order form with your check to the
church office at P.O. Box 127, Viroqua, WI 54665
Name: _______________________________
Phone #: _____________________________
Please make your check payable to Viroqua UMC.
# of red plants________

# of white plants ______

Total $____________
If you wish, you may give the plant in honor of or in
memory of someone.
In honor of ____________________________________
___________________________________
In memory of __________________________________
_________________________________
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Administrative Council
October 20, 2020
Members Present: Gregory Cheever, Cavan Fang, Jolene Kathy Hanson, Layne Hanson, Phyllis Kalnins, Pastor Erika, Kristen
Parrott, Gregg Roberts.
Kathy gave the devotion.
A COVID update was presented by Phyllis.
No applications have been received for the Youth Leader position.
Charge Conference forms were discussed. Finance, Trustees, SPRC, Pastor Erika, and the office people have forms to complete. Kathy presented a list of inactive members for the group to consider for possible removable. Letters will be sent to the
individuals.
The Stewardship subcommittee consisting of Cavan, Gregg, Kathy, and Pastor Erika is planning for some small group gatherings in November. We will focus on people this year for our stewardship emphasis.
The Council accepted the 2021 budget as recommended by the Finance Committee. It will be taken to the Charge Conference
for approval.
Committee Reports:
Visioning Committee—the next community outreach goal is to encourage support of local businesses. Discussion was
held regarding yard signs and the possibility of committees each purchasing one. The matter was tabled for now as we
look more at the logistics and scope of the project.
Worship —see report elsewhere in this newsletter
Trustees
Missions— The next Special Offering Sunday is World-wide Communion Sunday.
SPRC—On September 28, 2020, the Viroqua and Westby SPRC members met to discuss and finalize clergy compensation
for the upcoming year. After this was finalized Viroqua members remained to discuss and finalized compensation for the
Viroqua staff and discussed the youth leader position that had been posted.
Education– see report elsewhere in this newsletter
Care & Nurture
History
Wills, Memorials
Lay Leadership—Committees need to be updated and vacancies filled before Charge Conference. Layne, Pastor Erika, and
Phyllis will meet next week to work on this.
Cavan made a motion to adjourn. Gregory seconded. Motion passed. We ended at 8:37 with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next meeting Tuesday, November 17th @ 7:00 pm.

Finance Committee
Zoom Finance meeting October 20th, 2020 6pm
Joys & Concerns: Roger Hanson, Henry & Ruby
Opening Prayer - Pastor Erika
Financial Secretary report given by Gregg Roberts
*payments of $2,553 made
*revenue $3.43
Treasurer Report given by Gregory Cheever
*received monies from savings to pay apportionments in full and for Trustee expenses
Recommended 2021 budget of $133,649 to Administrative Council. This budget did not include apportionments which will
be added when that number comes available.
Approval was given for the secretary to set-up an Amazon Smile account. Church members can have a percentage of their
amazon purchases go the church when making a purchase. A shout-out to Heidi Garrett for bringing this idea to the Finance
Committee via email.
Meeting ended at 7pm.
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Visioning Committee
The Visioning Committee met on Thursday, October 8, 2020 @ 6:00 pm via Zoom.

Members attending: Cavan Fang, Pastor Erika, Gregory Cheever, Kathy Hanson, Phyllis Kalnins, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp,
Elizabeth Roberts.
Our next community outreach goal is to support local businesses. Gregory has looked into the purchase of yard signs. He will
recommend to Ad Council that each committee purchase a sign.
We had discussion regarding the function of this committee. We need to be working with other committees in the projects we
suggest. Pastor Erika will give us information about how this works in the Mexican Methodist Church. Further discussion to
come.
Next meeting: Monday, November 9th @ 6:00 pm Via Zoom.

Worship Committee
The Worship Committee met on Oct 15, 2020

Attending: Avis Marino, Barb Casper, Cavan Fang, Pastor Erika, Holly Fanta, Irene Fortney, Kathy Hanson, Phyllis Kalnins
The COVID task force recommends the church should remain open for limited in-person worship at this time, with all of our
safety protocols in place.
Our Facebook video worship services will soon be available on Vernon Communications channel 15, which broadcasts religious programming.
All Saints Sunday this year is November 1. Members are asked to contact the office with the names of family, friends, and
loved ones who have died in the past year, and we will lift them up during worship.
We are planning a Thanksgiving Eve radio/Facebook service. This will be broadcast on WVRQ and Facebook Live on Wednesday November 25 at 1 p.m. It will be available on our Facebook page to re-watch later.
Christmas Eve services will need to be done differently this year. We invite suggestions for creative ways to celebrate the
birth of our Lord—please contact the church if you have any ideas.
Our next meeting will be Thursday November 12, at 6 p.m.

Trustees Meeting
The Trustees met on October 13th at 6:00 pm via Zoom.
Attendees: Aaron, Gregory, Dale, Barb, Pastor Erika.
Opening prayer was given by Pastor Erika.
Business:
 Reviewed bills for payment.
 Completed 2021 budget of $41, 885—a 2.79% increase from last year.
Next meeting November 10th @ 6:00 pm.

Education Committee
The Education Committee met on Monday, October 19th via Zoom.
Members present: Pastor Erika, Holly Fanta, Janette Hanson, Kathy Hanson, Joanne Hornby, Avis Marino, Elizabeth Roberts,
Tabitha Sommerfeldt.
Programming for young people was discussed. Pastor Erika described what Westby is doing with a virtual Sunday School. We
will give that a try beginning in November.
We’d like one outdoor activity per month for kids. We’ll organize raking as a service project in November. We discussed asking each family to plan an event for one month.
We’re anticipating a Youth Leader.
Next meeting: Monday, November 16th @ 6:45 (Zoom)
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Bible in a Year: 365-Day Reading Annual Plan
Here we present this daily plan to approach the Word of God. It
will only take you a few minutes a day. If you do it with discipline
and devotion, you will soon have a habit that you can share with
your family.
Before and after you are reading your daily portion, ask God for
direction to hear his voice through His Word.
If you have questions, our pastor will be happy to help.
May God guide your thoughts during this time of meditation.

FORTY FOUR WEEK
Day

FORTY TWO WEEK
Day
Nov 1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Old
Testament
Lamentations
2:7—3: 39
Lamentations
3: 40—5: 22
Obadiah 1

New Testament

Joel
1:1—2: 17
Joel
2: 18—3: 21
Ezekiel
1, 2, 3
Ezekiel
4, 5, 6

Hebrews 3

Philemon 1
Hebrews 1
Hebrews 2

Hebrews
4: 1-13
Hebrews
4: 14-5: 10
Hebrews
5: 11-6: 12

Psalm &
Proverbs
Psalm
119: 121-128
Psalm
119: 129-136
Proverbs
26: 13-22
Psalm
119: 137-144
Psalm
119: 145-152
Psalm
119: 153-160
Proverbs
26: 23-27: 4

Prayers of the Week

Nov 8
9

New Testament

Ezekiel
7, 8, 9

Hebrews
6: 13-7: 10
Hebrews
7: 11-28
Hebrews 8

11

Ezekiel
10, 11, 12
Ezekiel
13, 14, 15
Ezekiel 16

12

Ezekiel 17, 18

13

Ezekiel
19: 1-20: 44
Ezekiel
20: 45-22: 22

10

14

Hebrews
9: 1-15
Hebrews
9: 16-28
Hebrews
10: 1-18
Hebrews
10: 19-39

Psalms &
Proverbs
Proverbs
27: 15-22

Nov
15

Ezekiel
22: 23-23: 49

Hebrews
11: 1-16

16

Ezekiel 24, 25

17

Ezekiel 26, 27

18

Ezekiel 28, 29

19

Ezekiel 30, 31

Hebrews
11: 17-40
Hebrews
12: 1-13
Hebrews
12: 14-29
Hebrews 13

20

Ezekiel
32: 1-33: 32

James 1

Proverbs
27: 23-28: 6
Psalm 127

21

Ezekiel
33: 21—35: 15

James 2

Psalm 128

Psalm 124
Psalm 125
Psalm 126

Prayers of the Week
Viroqua UMC Finance/Stewardship Committee
Gregory Cheever Chairperson

FORTY THREE WEEK
Old Testament

New Testament

FORTY FIVE WEEK

Our Country and Elections

Day

Old Testament

Psalm &
Proverbs
Psalm
119: 161-168
Psalm
119: 169-176
Psalm 120

Proverbs
27: 5-14
Psalm 121
Psalm 122

Day

Old Testament

New Testament

Nov
22
23

Ezekiel 36, 37

James 3

Ezekiel 38, 39

James 4

24

Ezekiel 40

James 5

25

Ezekiel 41, 42

Psalm 131

26

Ezekiel 43, 44

27

Ezekiel 45, 46

1 Peter
1: 1-2: 3
1 Peter
2: 4-45
1 Peter 3

28

Ezekiel 47, 48

1 Peter 4

Psalm 133

29

Daniel
1: 1– 2: 23

1 Peter 5

Psalm 134

30

Daniel
2: 24-3: 12

2 Peter 1

Psalm
135: 1-12

Prayers of the Week

Psalm
123: 1-4

Viroqua UMC Trustees
Aaron Hanson, Chairperson

Prayers of the Week
Viroqua UMC Administrative Council
Kathy Hanson, Chairperson
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Psalms &
Proverbs
Psalm 129
Proverbs
28: 7-17
Psalm 130

Psalm 132
Proverbs
28: 18-28

The Cross & The Flame is published monthly
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open minds and open doors.

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR
REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES
(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line
(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage
pastorvw@driftlessministry.org

CHURCH OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, WI 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua
Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper

OFFICE HOURS
Regular office hours have been suspended during the pandemic
Office services are still provided by calling the office at 637 -3551 or Kathy Hanson at 637-8309.

November Services
Sunday Morning Worship—10:30 am
In-Person Worship will be held as long as
conditions allow.
Updates regarding the status of continued In-Person
Worship will be given every 2 weeks
Call the church office at 637-3551 if you’d like to
attend worship.
Services are always available on
WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on
Facebook Live

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement
The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly
share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
John Wesley
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