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“2020 has been such a difficult year that it is almost impossible to get out of it 
without learning to value the loyalty of a friend, the privilege of having a healthy 
and complete family, the strength of true love, and the importance of hugging 
every day as if it were the last time.” 
 

¨For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, 
but gives us power, love and self-discipline¨ 

~ 1 Timothy 1.7 
 
We all know that as with each new beginning, each new year brings its own 
challenges.  That is why every December 31 we perform rituals and ceremonies 
so that providence brings us a better year than the previous one. Of course, no one imagined what this year would 
mean for the lives of all of us when a new coronavirus emerged in December 2019 in a remote city in Wuhan, 
China.  From the western perspective it was seen as an alien epidemic, which would never come here or alter our 
way of life. But it came, like a blow, to radically change everyone's life overnight. 
 
This health crisis has put us in front of a mirror to show us the best and worst of ourselves. The pandemic has 
helped many prioritize what is important, which is of course always the people themselves. But at the same time, 
selfishness has increased. Faced with the many manifestations of solidarity, mutual care and collaboration, we 
have seen an increase in violence, intolerance and a lack of empathy. This crisis is showing us the best and the 
worst in people. 
 
The coronavirus is also a cure for our lack of humility.  It has made us see how vulnerable our way of life is. "Now 
we are invaded by reactions as human and always as fear of the unknown, the uncertainty of what will happen or 
the fear of death," says psychologist Sergio Prieto. This feeling of vulnerability breaks us; but, it also teaches us, 
transforms us, and shows us our own weaknesses and strengths. We only have two options.  We can let ourselves 
be defeated or we can learn to control it and resurface as new people. 
 
Paul's words addressed to young Timothy have an impact on our being.  They remind us that not only are we not 
alone in this predicament, but also that He who goes with us has endowed us with such great and unique strength 

Our calling is to reach all people 
with the life-changing power of 

God’s Love and Grace available to 
all through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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The Westby United Methodist Church 
welcomes everyone with open arms and open 

hearts as indicated in Romans 15:7 (NIV): 
Accept one another, then, just as Christ 

accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 

Pastor’s Message 
 by Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores 
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and power with which we can move forward despite fear. In times of crisis we are urged, by the need to embrace 
faith, to trust in ourselves, to trust in those we love and who love us, and especially to trust in our heavenly Father. 
What God has arranged within us endows us with all the potential we need to achieve the purpose for which we 
were called. 
 
Probably next year the fear will continue. The feeling of vulnerability will remain latent, but God does not want to 
see us like this. That is why today I want to encourage you to continue believing that you can continue to move 
forward.  Today God our Father tells us: I remind you that I have put within you everything you need to live with 
confidence, to live with joy and thus bring glory to my Name. 
 
May our Father lead you to paths of peace, strength of spirit and trust of your soul. 
        
May God be with all of you,  
Rev. Erika Martinez-Flores 

 
Pastor Erika’s Schedule: 
 
Thursday at Westby UMC – 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 
Pastor Erika’s office hours at Viroqua are currently suspended 
due to the “Safer at Home” social distancing implementation. 
 
Please feel free to call or email Pastor Erika if you’d like to talk to her.  

 
    December Birthdays 

     Dec. 31 – Ruth Gillmore   
 
 

 
Funday Sunday School   
 
We are thankful for having a way to spend time together and learn about the love of 
Jesus. Our current lesson series is “The Birth of Jesus”. Our Funday Sunday School meets 
on Sunday evenings at 6:30 PM via Zoom.  
We will not have a lesson on Sunday, December 27th due to families being busy during 
the holidays. Funday Sunday School will resume on Sunday, January 3, 2021. 

 
Christmas Eve Service? 
Due to busy work schedules, the worship planning committee hasn’t had time 
to consider whether to have a Christmas Eve service. When a decision has been 
made, we will send out notifications via email, post it on Facebook and possibly 
use the phone tree when we determine the details for Christmas Eve. Thank 
you for your patience during these challenging times. 
 

Contact Information: 
 

Cell Phone:  919-478-3584 
Direct Office Phone:  608-638-7627 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 
Email: pastor-vw@driftlessministry.org 
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Daily Prayers for December  
 
Each day of the week use these simple prayer starters as part of your conversation with God.  
  
Monday:  
Lord how we need the peace you bring to us. In unsettled days, draw us back to the caring 
comfort we find in Your arms. You are the Prince of Peace. Only in You will we know true peace. 
 
Tuesday:    
Today I choose an attitude of cheerfulness. Let me be a joyful Christian, quick to smile and slow to anger. Let Your 
saving light shine through me, that others may see Your glory, O Light of the World. 
 
Wednesday:  
Help me remember the importance of silence. Help me discover quiet moments throughout the day so I can sense 
Your presence and Your love, Alpha and Omega. Let me listen with my heart. 
 
Thursday:  
Messiah, I give myself to You today and every day. I release my own agenda and submit myself for Your glory and 
Your praise. Use me as You will. Place others in my path and empower me with all that is needed to bring them 
help and comfort. 
 
Friday: 
Holy Child of Bethlehem, You came to save me. Open me to receive Your loving grace and spirit that You give so 
freely. Keep me humble to always give you praise. 
 
Saturday:   
You give me so many blessings. You love me beyond comprehension. Morning Star, light Your Way brightly for me 
to follow. 
 
Sunday: 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. ~Isaiah 9:6 
 

 

A Prayer For Putting on a Face Mask 
Creator, as I prepare to go into the world, help me to see the sacrament in the wearing of this 
cloth – let it be “an outward sign of an inward grace” – a tangible and visible way of living love for 
my neighbors, as I love myself.  

 
Christ, since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart, that people would see my smile in the crinkles around my 
eyes. Since my voice may be muffled, help me to speak clearly, not only with my words, but with my actions.  
 
Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, remind me to listen carefully – and full of care – to all those I meet.  
May this simple piece of cloth be shield and banner, and each breath that it holds, be filled with your love.  
In your Name and in that love, I pray. May it be so. May it be so. 
 
By Rev. Richard Bott, Moderator United Church of Canada 
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Growing in Faith Study Group – Book of Acts   
Due to Christmas we will only be meeting on Wednesday, Dec. 9th this month. We will be 
discussing Acts, chapter 10. Our group discussion will begin at 6:00 PM and will be held via 
Zoom. An email will be sent from the church’s westby.wi.umc@gmail.com account a few days 
before to provide everyone with a link to the Zoom session. 

 
 
December Online Study – Experiencing the Holidays with Jesus: Christmas 
With Christmas approaching, our thoughts turn to family, friends and the birth of 
Jesus. It is a time of preparation and a time of drawing closer to God. This Christmas, 
please take time to enjoy and experience the holiday season with Jesus, especially 
since He is the reason for the season. Join us in this 25-day online study, as we 
immerse ourselves in preparing our hearts and celebrating Jesus’ birth. We will begin 
the study on Tuesday, December 1st. Here is the link to join this month’s online study: 
https://bible.com/p/35583861/2fcef10af4b7155ba860fa7db9e192d5 
 
The online study can be access through the Bible App, which is a free resource. In addition to wonderful 
devotional/reading plans, it also provides a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the Bible in a wide variety 
of versions. It’s available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at www.bible.com. 

 
Mission of the Month – Baskets of Love and Christmas Gifts for 
Norseland Residents 
 
The missions of the month from November will continue into December, and they 
are Baskets of Love and Norsland Gifts in addition to contributions to the 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner thrown in for good measure.  True to form, our 
members have stepped up big time.  The donations have been coming in for 
Baskets of Love.  Please send any additional donations to that mission to Verna Drake or to the church soon so that 
the gift cards can be purchase, ready to be given to needy families. If you know of any family that would benefit 
from receiving one of the “Baskets of Love”, please give Ardith Hoff (638-3778) the family’s name and mailing 
address.   
 
All of the names of Norsland residents that Lois brought to the church have been taken, and shopping has begun.  
A reminder for those who are still shopping, gifts should be deliver to the church by December 13th so that Lois 
can get them to Norsland by the 18th.  Lois is willing to arrange to meet you at the church sometime or is willing to 
pick the gifts up at your home if you do not have access to the church.  Her phone number is 634-3847.  If you do 
have access to the church, gifts can be left on the bench in the narthex.  Remember that gifts should be bagged 
rather than wrapped.   
 
All of the pies and lefsa that we were asked to provide for the Thanksgiving dinner have been provided.  A big 
thank you to all have signed up to give to each of these worthy causes. 
 
Thank you for helping us spread God’s Love this holiday season by helping with these outreach missions. 

 
 

mailto:westby.wi.umc@gmail.com
https://bible.com/p/35583861/2fcef10af4b7155ba860fa7db9e192d5
http://www.bible.com/
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Sunday Worship Services – via Zoom   
Based upon the recommendations of Bishop Jung and Governor Evers, it 
was decided to postpone in-person worship services for a while.  Even 
though we cannot meet together physically at the church, we do have 
alternative ways to join in worship. Through the Wisconsin United 
Methodist Foundation’s New Way Grant, we were able to purchase a 
newer computer and webcam for the sanctuary. Since we now have 

internet service at church, we can use the computer equipment to conduct our worship service via Zoom on 
Sunday mornings. Please send an email to westby.wi.umc@gmail.com if you would like to be added to the list for 
joining us to worship via Zoom on Sunday mornings, at 9:00 AM. 
 
If you are not able to join us via Zoom, you can listen to the Viroqua UMC worship service on WVRQ 1360 AM radio 
at 10:30 AM on Sunday mornings. If you subscribe to Vernon Communications cable TV, the Sunday morning 
message is broadcast at the following times on channel 15. Please note the schedule has changed. 
o Mondays: 6:00 PM 
o Tuesdays: 1:00 PM 
o Wednesdays: 8:00 AM 
o Thursdays: 3:00 AM & 10:00 PM 

o Fridays: 5:00 PM 
o Saturdays: 12:00 PM 
o Sundays: 7:00 AM

 
The sermon messages can also be viewed on the website at http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-
sermons/ or live on the Viroqua UMC Facebook page on Sundays at 10:30 AM. 

 

“Reminders” and “Grace Under Pressure” Books - Free  
Ardith Hoff has donated the devotional books she recently published to the church.  All of the proceeds from the 
sale of the books have gone to support missions of the church.  Now that sales have slowed, it has been decided 
that the books are now free for the taking.  They can be given as gifts to others outside of our church as well.  
Please feel free to help yourselves to either of the books on the table in the narthex of the church.  If you do not 
have access to the church, you can call Ardith and she will make sure you can get the books you want. Her phone 
number is 638-3778. 

 

Start a New Christmas Tradition  
Verna Drake found this suggestion for a new Christmas tradition, and so we’re sharing it with 
you. The Christmas tradition suggestion is to read one chapter from the book of Luke each day, 
starting on December 1st. There are 24 chapters in Luke, so by Christmas Eve, you will have read 
the entire account of Jesus’ life and know WHO and WHY we celebrate Christmas! 

 
 

Remember to join us at 3:20 PM each day for being unified in prayer …  
 

“God, Give us the courage to dream big dreams. Please open our minds and hearts so we can 

have new breakthroughs to Your new possibilities. Amen.” 

 

God is able to do much more than we ask, or think, through His power working in us. 
~ Ephesians 3:20 (NLV) 

 
 

mailto:westby.wi.umc@gmail.com
http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-sermons/
http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-sermons/
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Westby United Methodist Church - Board Meeting  November 18, 2020 
 

Present: Ardith Hoff, Tim Gaskell and Linda Weilnau 
Opening: Tim Gaskell opened with prayer. 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the October board meeting were emailed to the board and published in the 
November newsletter, so they could be reviewed prior to the meeting. Ardith Hoff and Tim Gaskell motioned to 
approve the minutes. Motion passed. 
Treasurer’s Report: Verna Drake provided the financial reports for October. The financial reports included the 
report for the month of September, Year-to-Date and the credit card statement. Ardith Hoff and Tim Gaskell 
motioned to approve the treasurer’s report. Motion passed. 
Old Business: 

 Charge Conference – Forms to be completed yet – We still need to complete the Trustees report, 
Church Life report, and Church Schedule. Tim Gaskell is going to look into completing the Trustees 
report and Church Life report. Linda Weilnau will do the Church Schedule report. We need to ask Pastor 
Erika about the Lay Speaker form. Does it need to be filled out on a yearly basis for each lay speaker? 

 Wireless Internet Password – It was decided to provide the wireless network password on an as needed 
basis for activities in the church. 

New Business: 
 Communion in December? – It was decided to not do communion in December due to having in-person 

worship paused at this time. 
 Christmas Eve Service? – We could possibly do the Christmas Eve service via Zoom. More planning 

needs to be done and this needs to be discussed with Pastor Erika and Jane Gaskell. 
 CD for Cemetery – Use it to cover mowing costs? – Ardith Hoff and Tim Gaskell motioned to use the CD 

that is coming up for possible renewal towards the cemetery maintenance costs, such as mowing, 
instead of renewing the CD. 

 Decorate for Christmas – Nov. 28 from 9:00-11:00 AM – This will be put in the bulletin and an email will 
be sent out about this. We won’t be decorating the entire church, just the front of the church since in-
person worship has been paused for now. 

 Adjust Sign Out Front to Reflect Zoom Worship – It is a good idea to do this, but we’re not sure who is 
going to do this. Tim Gaskell suggested that we get the message out via social media about our Zoom 
worship services. Linda Weilnau said that this information has already been posted on the church’s 
website and Facebook page. Linda will make sure to add the Sunday morning worship via Zoom as an 
event on Facebook. 

 Meal Site Contract Renewal – This is on hold until they are able to come back and do meals in-person. 
Business from Board Committees: 

 Trustees – West door leaking issue fixed? – Verna Drake let us know that this hasn’t been fixed yet. 
 SPRC – No report at this time. 
 Worship – We are still working on some sound issues with doing the service via Zoom. Verna Drake and 

Linda Weilnau worked for several hours on Nov. 20th to try and improve this issue. 
 Education – They have been averaging about 7 students each week for Funday Sunday school. 
 Lay Leadership – No report at this time. 
 Missions – We need names of families to give the Baskets of Love to and determine when to send the 

gift cards to these families. Tim Gaskell will check with the Vernon County Human Services department 
to see if they have suggestions for families who may need some assistance. 

 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Erika was on vacation this week. 
Ardith Hoff motioned to adjourn. Meeting was adjourned 
Minutes submitted by Linda Weilnau 
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December 2020 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

5 
 

6 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service - (via Zoom) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
6:00 PM – 
Growing in Faith 
– Book of Acts 
(meet via Zoom) 

10 
 

11 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

12 
 

13     
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (via Zoom) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

14 
 
 

15 
 

16 
6:00 PM – 
Church Board 
Meeting (meet 
via Zoom) 

 

17 
 

18 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 
 

19 
 

20    
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (via Zoom) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Possible 
Christmas Eve 
Service?? 

25 
Merry 
Christmas! 

Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

26 
 

27 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (via Zoom) 

 

28 
 

 

29 
 
 

30 31   

 

 


