
 

  

THE CROSS & THE FLAME 

Viroqua 
United Methodist 

Church 

P.O. Box 127, Viroqua, WI  54665  DECEMBER 2020 

2020 has been such a difficult year that it is almost impossible to get out of it without learning to 
value the loyalty of a friend, the privilege of having a healthy and complete family, the strength 
of true love, and the importance of hugging every day as if it were the last time. 

¨For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, 

but gives us power, love and self-discipline¨ 

1 Timothy 1.7 

We all know that as with each new beginning, each new year brings its own challenges. That is 
why every December 31 we perform rituals and ceremonies so that providence brings us a 
better year than the previous one. Of course, no one imagined what this year would mean for the lives of all of us when 
a new coronavirus emerged in December 2019 in a remote city in Wuhan, China. From the western perspective it was 
seen as an alien epidemic, which would never come here or alter our way of life. But it came, like a blow, to radically 
change everyone's life overnight. 

This health crisis has put us in front of a mirror to show us the best and worst of ourselves. The pandemic has helped 
many prioritize what is important, which is of course always the people themselves. But at the same time, selfishness 
has increased. Faced with the many manifestations of solidarity, mutual care and collaboration, we have seen an in-
crease in violence, intolerance and a lack of empathy. This crisis is showing us the best and the worst in people. 

The coronavirus is also a cure for our lack of humility. It has made us see how vulnerable our way of life is. "Now we are 
invaded by reactions as humans and fear of the unknown, the uncertainty of what will happen or the fear of death," 
says psychologist Sergio Prieto. This feeling of vulnerability breaks us; but, it also teaches us, transforms us, and shows 
us our own weaknesses and strengths. We only have two options.  We can let ourselves be defeated or we can learn to 
control it and resurface as new people. 

Paul's words addressed to young Timothy have an impact on our being.  They remind us that not only are we not alone 
in this predicament, but also that He who goes with us has endowed us with such great and unique strength and power 
with which we can move forward despite fear. In times of crisis we are urged, by the need to embrace faith, to trust in 
ourselves, to trust in those we love and who love us, and especially to trust in our heavenly Father. What God has ar-
ranged within us endows us with all the potential we need to achieve the purpose for which we were called. 

Probably next year the fear will continue. The feeling of vulnerability will remain latent, but God does not want to see 
us like this. That is why today I want to encourage you to continue believing that you can continue to move forward.  
Today God our Father tells us: I remind you that I have put within you everything you need to live with confidence, to 
live with joy and thus bring glory to my Name. 

May our Father lead you to paths of peace, strength of spirit and trust of your soul. 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

God’s Blessings on You! 

Ardith Olson   December 3 

Joanne Hornby December 8  

Ben Ostrem  December 9 

Lori Strasser   December 9 

Sawyer Clements  December 12 

Elizabeth Hanson December 13 

Todd Overbo December 14 

Rachel Turben December 15 

Josh Garrett  December 18 

Maris Kalnins December 18 

Riley Veglahn December 19 

Jack Kappler  December 19 

Ruth Gilbertson December 26 

God does nothing except in    

response to believing prayer. 

John Wesley 

OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC 

God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our  
talents and have the courage to use them to serve you and our community with 
unimagined new purposes on behalf of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARY 

Maris & Phyllis Kalnins 
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COVID UPDATE 

November 23, 2020 

Based on worsening coronavirus activity in our area as documented by the Coulee Collaborative, the Vernon County Health De-
part, and other agencies which list all metrics in the critical area except the ability to provide health care (which is currently being 
significantly strained), we recommend the continuation of current building use. That use includes: 

worship consisting of the fewest possible indoor participants (pastor, organist, liturgist, custodian) 

pausing group events (committees, Bible studies, Sunday school, music, etc.) 

COVID-19 activity in Vernon County is classified as “very high.” Conditions in Wisconsin have worsened to the point that a new 
category, “critically high,” has been added. 90% of Wisconsin counties have critically high activity. Vernon County is surrounded by 
counties with critically high activity.  

The Coulee COVID-19 Collaborative remains one of our area resources. It highly recommends the following to assure a safe and 
healthy community:  

1. Stay home. Only leave your home for essentials: your job, medical appointments, the pharmacy,...and nothing else. 
Cancel travel and social gatherings, and do not interact with people you do not live with. Make plans for safer holiday gath-
erings. Thanksgiving celebrations held between multiple households are not recommended.  

2. Avoid businesses or locations that are not following recommendations on masks, physical distancing, and capacity lim-
its. Support local businesses, but do it by ordering take-out for a meal or picking up items curbside. 

3. Get tested. Know your status. Call your health care provider or visit a community testing site. Anyone can be tested at 
a community testing site, symptoms or not. If you have symptoms or are a contact of a positive case, quarantine while you 
wait for your results. 

4. Get your flu shot. The flu shot does not protect against COVID-19, but by protecting you from the flu, we keep the num-
ber of people needing hospitalization due to influenza down. 

5. Be a leader in your circle. Talk to your friends and family about the importance of COVID-19 precautions.  Have the cour-
age to challenge misinformation and share helpful resources.  

As the leader of our recent charge conference stated, let us take safe measures now so all of us will be here to gather together 
later. 

If you prefer to worship at home or from the church parking lot, services can be heard on WVRQ (AM 1360 or FM 107.3) and on 
Facebook Live. 

Please continue to pray for our church family and reach out to them by phone, e-mail, a card or note, Facebook, a COVID-safe per-
sonal visit, etc. We look forward to the time when conditions improve.  

Contact Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp (608-393-8136) or Phyllis Kalnins (608-606-4321) with questions. 

COVID Angels 

“You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, 
and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 

2 Corinthians 9.11 

I met this young woman with her two children, one around 9 years old and the 
youngest around 4 years old. She told me that they had evicted her from her house and that she had nowhere to 
spend the night. The next day she would travel to her mother's house in Illinois. Thanks to the "Covid Angel" fund, we 
were able to pay for a hotel night for her and her children. Like other people in our community who have called to ask 
for help either to pay for a hotel night or to fill the gas tank. 

Thanks to the generosity of many of you, we have been able to give a little hope and relief to our neighbors. Thank 
you very much on behalf of each one of them and may God continue to fill you with blessings. 

Please let Pastor Erika know if you know of someone who needs financial assistance during this time of COVID. 

https://lacrossecounty.org/covid19/testing-information
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Kyle Schultz 

October 25th 
Kyle’s sponsor was Dale Gudgeon 

Confirmation 

The pandemic started last March just as the confirmation class was finishing its study for the year. Confirmation Day 
was originally scheduled for April 26th, but has been delayed all this time. As a result, Pastor Erika has been confirming 
one student per Sunday this fall. This way, each confirmand can have their guests in the sanctuary without going over 
our numbers for a safe gathering. 

Ben Ostrem 

November 6th 
Ben’s sponsor was Maris Kalnins 
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Thankful Tree 

Youth Raking 

All Saints’ Sunday 

November 1st 

Communion and Remembering 

those who have died during the 

past year.  
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Viroqua UMC Novem` ber GIVING 

Thank you to those who have kept up with their giving during these uncertain times. This is so much appreciated, as 
we do our best to continue God’s work.  The amount needed each week to meet our budget is $2,761. 

 October 25  $1,296 
 November 1  $1,675 
 November 8  $2,454 
 November 15  $840 

Viroqua Worship Service on TV Channel 15 

Our Sunday morning worship services are now being rebroadcast on Vernon Communication TV 

Channel 15. The rebroadcasts are delayed by at least a week, and play at least twice a day. If 

you are able to get this channel, look for us. Thank you to VCT for making this possible. It’s an-

other way for you to join us in worship. 
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2020 Wisconsin United Methodist Annual Conference 

October 24, 2020 

Submitted by Jolene Gudgeon 
 

The 2020 Annual Conference was originally scheduled to be held in June in Green Bay. Due to the COVID19 pandemic it 
was canceled and later rescheduled for October 24 via Zoom. Prior to the Conference, I was required to attend a virtual 
training session on September 30 where we learned to use our smartphones for voting purposes. On October 8, I 
attended the Laity Session which was also held virtually and led by Deanna Shimko.   

Bishop Hee Soo Jung presided live from the Conference Center on October 24. Approximately 600 lay and clergy were 
in virtual attendance. The session was also livestreamed on YouTube. 

Bishop Jung established the Conference theme “In Ministry with All the World” and the new Quadrennial focus for the 
Wisconsin Conference; “Radical Inclusion and Racial Justice”. This was the theme of the opening, remembrance, and 
closing worship services which were multilingual in liturgy and music. 

Following the opening worship, Annual Conference began with a greeting from Bishop Jung. Administrative votes were 
taken to authorize holding a virtual conference, to set specific rules and procedures for the virtual session and presen-
tation and election of Conference Treasurer and Conference Secretary. The morning session included video reports of 
the 2020 class of those being ordained and commissioned, the budget, and the Service of Remembrance and Naming 
with retired Bishop Linda Lee preaching. There were thirty eight that had passed away that were remembered, includ-
ing Orlen Richards, spouse of Alice Richards who has been a lay speaker here at the Viroqua UMC many times. A con-
sent agenda of nine action items was also presented and passed.   

A devotional musical video created by Rev. Jane Sommers opened the afternoon session. The General and Jurisdiction-
al Conference delegation introduced Rev. Dan Schwerin as a candidate for the Episcopacy, which was affirmed by the 
Conference members. 

At the 2019 Wisconsin Annual Conference, a resolution was passed which required the Conference review and develop 
training for leadership in the Conference around issues of inclusion and racial justice. A task force reported on the 
training they have sponsored and plans in support of the 2019 resolution. 

A representative from the Joint Board of Pensions, Insurance and Equitable Compensation presented the 2021 Mini-
mum Salary and Past Service Annuity Rate, which passed. The action item on the Disaffiliation Agreement caused the 
most discussion but was eventually passed. This Agreement gives churches which disagree with the denomination’s 
position on human sexuality a window of time between now and December 31, 2023 to leave the denomination and 
keep property belonging to that local church. There are several legalities that must be met before any disaffiliation can 
take place. 

Bishop Jung was presented with the gift of a green bishop’s stole in recognition of his eight years of service serving as 
Episcopal Leader of Annual Conference and Bishop. 

The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation reported that they gave $310,000 in grants to 391 Wisconsin- United 
Methodist Churches. (71% of the churches in the Conference). The New Ministries Strategy Board reported three new 
church starts in 2020 and twenty-two new church starts in the past five years. A vote to close three churches passed. 

The Annual Conference budget of $6,308,190 (a decrease of 1%) passed. 

The Conference business ended with announcements and words of thanks by Rev. Sue D’Alessio. A short Worship ser-
vice followed. After a short break, a video of the Service of Commissioning, Licensing and Ordination with Bishop Jung 
officiating was shown. Each section was recorded separately, then combined for the full service. 

Overall I thought the virtual conference was a success. We received information and training well ahead of the confer-
ence so we had an idea of what was to be covered. It was certainly a condensed version that took place in eight hours 
compared to three days. The technology was very good. It will be interesting to see what happens next year. So far it is 
scheduled for June in Green Bay. 

The entire Annual Conference can be viewed on the Wisconsin UMC website.   
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CELEBRATE & BE THANKFUL 

Our Celebrate & Be Thankful gatherings have been on Zoom. We had hoped 
to get together in the Fellowship Hall (small, spaced groups), but gave that 
idea up with the surge in COVID cases. These gatherings are being well re-
ceived on Zoom. We’ll keep doing them until everyone is included. If you 
haven’t been called yet, you will be!  

Please consider saying “yes” when you get the invitation by phone. 
and be thankful! 

Amazon Smile 

We urge all of you to shop locally! We are so thankful for our local businesses that help 

to make Viroqua what it is, and we encourage supporting  them in every way possible! 

That being said, we know that some things are not available locally. If you do shop on Ama-

zon, please consider shopping through smile.amazon.com. When you enter the site, you will 

be asked to pick your charity. The Viroqua United Methodist Church comes up as an option. If 

you select us, we will received .5 % of all purchases made. It’s a good way for you to help 

support our church. 

Shopping on smile.amazon is the same as shopping on the regular amazon website. But, in order for us to get the 

credit, you must enter your shopping experience through smile.amazon . If you have questions, or need help, call the 

church office. 

How can we “still be the church” in this time of separation from one an-

other? In the Celebrate & Be Thankful gatherings, we have been asking 

that question. How can we stay connected and minister to the needs of 

all our people? 

Many great and creative ideas have come forth from you!! It’s exciting 

and encouraging! But now, there is the problem of more ideas than peo-

ple to carry them out! A handful of people cannot do everything.  

The ideas range form phoning, to cards and letters, to Zoom activities, 

and more. With your help, the coming months can be the best possible! 

If you are willing to help, let the office know and we’ll plug you in to 

something that fits your situation. 

Thanks in advance for serving God in this way! 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA 

ORDER FORM 

We will be offering poinsettias for purchase to decorate our church sanctu-
ary. They are $12.00 each. Please turn in this order form with your pay-
ment to the church office by December 4th. 
 

You may also mail the order form with your check to the church office at 
P.O. Box 127, Viroqua, WI  54665 
 

Name:  _______________________________ 

Phone #:  _____________________________ 

Please make your check payable to Viroqua UMC. 

 

# of red plants________        # of white plants ______ 

Total  $____________ 
 

      If you wish, you may give the plant in honor of or in memory of some-
one. 
 

In honor of ____________________________________ 

  ___________________________________ 

In memory of __________________________________ 

       _________________________________ 

Christmas Eve 

Why wouldn’t our Christmas Eve traditions change this year? Everything else has changed in this crazy year of 

2020—the year of the pandemic! But we’re going to make the best of it!  

We’re planning an outdoor, fun, exciting, unusual, unique, entertaining, scintillating, 

challenging, activity based, family oriented, special, worshipful, 

praise filled, awesome evening!!!  

A Christmas Eve to remember!! 

The evening will begin around 5:00 pm when you will start a scavenger hunt to 

find the gold, frankincense, and myrrh that you will bring to the church parking 

lot. There you will present your offerings to the Christ Child lying in a manger. 

At 6:00 pm, in the parking lot, there will be a time of caroling, prayer and Scrip-

ture. There might even be a “candle light” element to the worship time. 

The first clue in the scavenger hunt will take you to the gold. You will receive that clue by email about noon on the 

24th, but the hunt doesn’t start until 5:00. Each new clue will be found along with the item you have located. 

You are always welcome to come to the parking lot at 6:00 if you can’t do the scavenger hunt. Everyone is  encour-

aged to join together to celebrate the birth of Jesus as your situation allows.  

May God bless our efforts to worship Him and celebrate His birth in a new and different way! 
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Little Things 

Thanks to Sandy Skarda for sending these “Christmas Musings.” 

There was a man taking a morning walk at the beach. He saw that along with the 
morning tide came hundreds of starfish and when the tide receded, they were 
left behind and with the morning sun rays, they would die. The tide was fresh 
and the starfish were alive. The man took a few steps, picked one and threw it 
into the water. He did that repeatedly. 

Right behind him, there was another person who couldn't understand what this 
man was doing. He caught up with him and asked, "What are you doing? There are hundreds of starfish. How many 
can you help? What difference does it make?" This man did not reply, took two more steps, picked up another one, 
threw it into the water, and said, "It makes a difference to this one." 

My thoughts: Small acts of kindness will always brighten some one's day. I have an Amish couple as a next door neigh-
bor. They stop by occasionally and she always brings a few fresh cookies or a small pie just out of the oven. (The fry 
pies are great.) We share recipes and learn more about each others life styles. 

My old truck finally went for salvage, which I'll miss. God always provides my needs. A neighbor on the ridge told me 
to call him if I ever needed a truck. He had three and one was always available for use. Little things are blessings, I re-
turn the kindness when I can. LITTLE THINGS CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE and they don't have to make the headlines. 
Caring about others is a Christion duty. Being thankful and sharing the Love that God sent at Christmas, should be 
passed on each and everyday. We can make a difference in our little part of the world and hopefully the kindness will 
continue to spread like a ripple in the water. The impact could be significant. 

Blessed Christmas to all. Sandy 
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Missions 

During this Advent and Christmas season, as we give to others, please also remember to sup-
port our missionary, Temba Nkomozepi.  Temba works at Mujila Falls Agriculture Centre in Zam-
bia, a United Methodist mission founded by now-retired missionary Paul Webster.   

Our church has a covenant relationship with Temba, who is Paul’s replacement, and he is rely-
ing on our monetary donations.  Ordinarily we would raise money throughout the year at 
church with bake sales and the garden produce table, but that isn’t possible this year.   

Mark your donations with the words “missionary”, or “Advance # 3022400”, and mail them to 
our church.  You can also donate directly from the UMC’s Global Ministries webpage here:  
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-1459-nkomozepi-temba.aspx.  Check the box at the bottom 

of the webpage to credit your donation to our church and our covenant relationship. 

Here is brief biography about Temba from the UMC website: 

Temba Nkomozepi is a missionary with the United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries serving as an agricul-
turalist at Mujila Falls Agriculture Center in Kanyama, Zambia. He was commissioned in October 2017. 

The Mujila Falls Center traces its origins to the Musokatanda Agriculture Project, launched in 1995 by Global Ministries 
missionaries in the southern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Civil conflict there caused the relocation 
of personnel to Zambia and the reconstitution of a food security ministry at Mujila Falls on 1000 hectares of land do-
nated by Chief Kanyama of the Lunda people. The chief’s condition was that the center would teach basic sound agri-
cultural principles to the residents of his chiefdom. It was dedicated in the year 2000 and has steadily grown in scope 
and importance to the area, also providing outreach to refugees from DRC. 

Temba takes part in a range of agricultural, education, and health projects, as well as church growth and development. 
Mujila Falls raises essential crops, such as corn, and engages in small animal husbandry, cattle and goat milking, fruit 
culture, tree nurseries, fish culture, and research. 

Temba is from Zimbabwe where he received a Bachelor of Science degree in agriculture from the United Methodist-
related Africa University in Mutare. He holds both Master of Science and the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degrees in 
agricultural civil engineering, with an emphasis on water resource management, from Kyungpook National University 
in Daegu, South Korea. He has worked for the Green Impact Trust, Caritas Harare, and for the Zimbabwean depart-
ment of agricultural extension. 

Born into an Anglican family, Temba was baptized and confirmed in that church at age 15. “Since then, I’ve grown spir-
itually and experienced the rebuke and love of Jesus Christ.” At the time of his commissioning as a missionary, he was 
attending a congregation of the non-denominational Celebration Church in Harare.  

Temba’s favorite Bible verse is from 2 Kings 3, where the Lord fills a valley with water and protects it so people and 
animals can drink. “This passage,” he says, “shows me that irrigation, or agricultural engineering, can play an im-
portant role in the will of God. I have made it my commitment to contribute to bringing together the perfect environ-
ment and inputs to grow crops and improve people’s livelihoods.” 

https://advance.umcmission.org/p-1459-nkomozepi-temba.aspx
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Administrative Council 

November 17, 2020 

Members Present: Gregory Cheever, Cavan Fang, Aaron Hanson, Kathy Hanson, Layne Hanson, Phyllis 
Kalnins, Pastor Erika, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp, Kristen Parrott, Gregg Roberts. 

Kathy gave the devotion. 

Conference reports still due were discussed.  

Our church vision was discussed. The Visioning Committee is still questioning how it fits into the struc-
ture of the church and who is responsible for making and carrying our vision. Kathy presented 3 possibilities for how it might 
work. We decided to do some research about how other churches are structured and propose any changes by next year’s 
Charge Conference. That will be a part of our vision for this year—to look at how we function. 

Committee Reports: 

Worship —see minutes elsewhere in this newsletter 

Trustees—The question has been raised regarding the necessity of plowing the parking lot this winter. Aaron will do some 
checking.  

Missions— 1 teacher’s kit and 5 UMCOR hygiene kits were sent to the conference In-Gathering. Monetary donations to 
the Food Pantry are encouraged in place of our regular fall food drive. Student Sunday is November 29. special offerings 
will be taken for that. 

Education– see minutes elsewhere in this newsletter 

Gregory made a motion to adjourn. Gregg seconded. Motion passed. We ended with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Worship Committee 

The Worship Committee met on Nov. 12, 2020. 

The building is currently closed for in-person worship. Based on the current trend in infections, the COVID task force 
does not believe the situation will improve enough to reopen the building until next year.   

Worshippers are still welcome to worship in the parking lot or at home, on the radio or Facebook Live. 

For Christmas Eve we are planning a “scavenger hunt” type activity, in combination with a parking lot worship service.  
Details will be announced soon. 

We invite congregation members to help plan and give Children’s Sermons. Please contact us if you have a knack for 
connecting with young persons and would like to help minister to our children and youth. 

Our next meetings will be Thursday December 3 and Thursday December 10, both at 6 p.m. 

Trustees Meeting 

11-7-2020 

Attendees: Aaron, Pastor, Gregory 

Opening prayer: Pastor Erika 

Short discussion about bells and bell choir using them outside the building. 

Cutter Hauge agreed to plow and remove snow for 2021 

Report of Trustee due to conference in December. 

Next meeting 12-8-2020 
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Finance Committee 

11-14-2020 pm Zoom 

Members present: Kathy, Gregg, Cavan, Dan, Aaron, Gregory 

Prayer concerns: Joy for Dan Brown and their new home, Concern for Cavan’s Mom’s eye 

Financial Secretary report given and accepted 

Treasurer Report given and accepted.   

Asked Trustee to evaluate the possibility of not removing snow from the parking lot because of no in-person worship. 

Big Thing Fundraiser discussion tabled until February. 

Stewardship small groups have been successful. Three more scheduled. 

There has been a special $1,000 donation given that will be tracked so spending can be reported. 

Next meeting December 15, 2020. 

Education Committee 

The education committee met on Nov. 16, 2020 at 6:45 pm via zoom. 

Members attending: Kathy Hanson, Holly Fanta, Avis Marino, Joanne Hornby, Janette Hanson, Grant Hanson. 

Devotions were given by Holly. 

Old business: A group of youth and adults raked leaves for Annabel McGarry, Veryel and Lorraine Gerdl, and the 
Vernon County Museum. 

On Nov. 1 some of the teachers and Pastor Erika (all in costume) delivered treats to the Sunday School kids at their 
homes. Many back roads were discovered that day! 

New business: Grant Hanson shared thoughts from a high school student view point to help us plan activities and fu-
ture studies. 

A planned family activity for December will be outdoor Christmas caroling for our shut-in members at their homes Dec. 
20 at 1:00, with a second choice day of Dec. 19. 

On Wed. Dec. 2 at 6:30 pm, we will have an informational zoom meeting for parents and teachers to plan further activi-
ties for the winter. 

Next meeting: Please note change of day: Tues. Dec. 1 at 6:45 pm. 

United Methodist Women 

I so miss seeing and meeting with circle members!  

Although we are not involved in many regular activities, we are sending our 

monthly check to our Child Fund boy in Mexico. We received a letter from him 

thanking us for his birthday gift of money. He bought a pair of shoes and a t-shirt. 

His school is also closed because of Corona Virus. He says he has much homework. 

Phyllis Kalnins and I received a certificate from the SW District for completing Plan 1 of the reading program. 

Please send a check for the thank offering to Barb Casper before Dec 15 so she can send it to the district. 

From, Janet Welch, UMW Co-Chairperson 
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Day Old Testament New Testament Psalm &  
Proverbs 

Dec 6 Daniel 
9: 20-11: 1 

1 John 
3: 11-4: 6 

Psalm 
137 

7 Daniel  
11: 2-35 

1 John 4: 7-21 Psalm 138 

8 Daniel  
11: 36-12: 13 

1 John 5 Psalm 139 

9 Haggai 1, 2 2 John 1: 1-13 Proverbs  
29: 19-27 

 10 Zechariah 1 4 3 John Psalm  
139: 11-16 

 11 Zechariah 5-8 Jude Psalm  
139: 17-24 

 12 Zechariah 9-10 Revelation 1 Psalm 140: 1-5 

Bible in a Year: 365-Day Reading Annual Plan 
Here we present this daily plan to approach the Word of God. It 
will only take you a few minutes a day. If you do it with discipline 
and devotion, you will soon have a habit that you can share with 
your family. 

Before and after you are reading your daily portion, ask God for 
direction to hear his voice through His Word. 

If you have questions, our pastor will be happy to help. 

May God guide your thoughts during this time of meditation.  

FORTY SIX WEEK 

Day Old  
Testament 

New Testament Psalm &  
Proverbs 

Dec 1  Daniel 
3: 13-4: 18 

2 Peter 2 Proverbs 
29: 1-9 

 2 Daniel  
4: 19-5: 16 

2 Peter 3 Psalm 
135: 13-21 

 3 Daniel  
5: 17-6: 28 

1 John 1, 2 Psalm 
136 

4 Daniel 
7: 1-8: 14 

1 John 
 2: 12-27 

Psalm  
136: 13-26 

 5 Daniel 
8: 15-9: 19 

1 John 
2: 28-3: 10 

Proverbs 
29: 10-18 

FORTY SEVEN WEEK 

Day Old Testament New Testa-
ment 

Psalms & Proverbs 

Dec 
13 

Zechariah 12-
14 

Revelation 2: 
1-17 

Proverbs 
30: - 1-10 

14 Esther  
1: 1-2: 18 

Revelation 
2: 18-3: 6 

Psalm 
140: 6-13 

15 Esther  
2: 19—5: 14 

Revelation 
3: 7-22 

Psalm  
141: 1-10 

16 Esther 6, 7, 8 Revelation 4 Psalm 142: 1-11 

17 Esther 9, 10 Revelation 5 Proverbs 30: 11-23 

18 Malachi  
1: 1-2: 16 

Revelation 6 Psalm 
143: 1-12 

19 Malachi 
2: 17-4: 6 

Revelation 7 Psalm 144: 1-8 

FORTY EIGHT WEEK 

Day Old Testament New Testament Psalms &  
Proverbs 

Dec 
20 

Ezra 1: 1-2: 67 Revelation 
8: 1-9: 12 

Psalm 144: 9-
15 

21 Ezra 2: 68-4: 5 Revelation 
9: 13– 10: 11 

Proverbs 
30: 224-33 

22 Ezra   
4: 6-5: 17 

Revelation 11 Psalm  
145: 1-7 

23 Ezra 6: 1-7: 10 Revelation 12 Psalm  
145: 8-13 

24 Ezra  
7: 11-8: 14 

Revelation 13 Psalm  
145: 13-21 

25 Ezra 
8: 15-9: 15 

Revelation 
14: 1-13 

Proverbs 
31: 1-9 

26 Ezra 10 Revelation 
14: 14-15: 8 

Psalm 
146: 1-10 

FORTY NINE WEEK 

Prayers of the Week Forty Six 

Our Country   COVID Relief 

Prayers of the Week Forty SEVEN 

Staff/Parish Committee, Jolene Gudgeon, Chair 

Worship Committee, Cavan Fang Chair 

Prayers of the Week Forty EIGHT 

Education Committee, Holly Fanta, Chair 

Care & Nurture Committee 

Prayers of the Week Forty NINE 

Missions Committee, Kristen Parrott, Chair 

History Committee, Joanne Hornby, Chair 

Prayers of the Week Fifty 

Lay Leadership, Layne Hanson 

Day Old Testament New Testament Psalms &  
Proverbs 

27 Nehemiah 1, 2 Revelation 16 Psalm  
147: 1-11 

28 Nehemiah 3, 4 Revelation 17 Psalm  
147: 12-20 

29 Nehemiah 
5: 1-7: 3 

Revelation 
18; 1-17 

Proverbs 
31: 10-20 

30 Nehemiah 
7: 4-8: 18 

Revelation 
18: 17-19: 10 

Psalm  
148: 1-6 

31 Nehemiah 
9: 1-37 

Revelation 
19: 11-21 

Psalm 
148: 7-14 

Jan 1 Nehemiah  
9: 38-11: 21 

Revelation 20 Psalm 
149: 1-9 

2 Nehemiah  
11: 22-12: 47  

Revelation 21 Proverbs 
31: 21-31 

3 Nehemiah 13 Revelation 22 Psalm 150 

FIFTY WEEK 



 

15 



 

16 

The Cross & The Flame is published monthly  
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you  

with open hearts, open minds and open doors. 
 

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR 

REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES 

(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line 

(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage  

pastorvw@driftlessministry.org 

CHURCH OFFICE 

221 S. Center Ave. 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org 

Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua 

Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper  

OFFICE HOURS 

Regular office hours have been suspended during the pandemic  

Office services are still provided by calling the office at 637 -3551 or Kathy Hanson at 637-8309. 

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,  
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.         John Wesley 

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement 

The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great  

Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly  

share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world. 

December Services 

Sunday Morning Worship—10:30 am 

Broadcast on 

WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on  
Facebook Live 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

5:00 pm Christmas Scavenger Hunt 

6:00 pm Worship in Parking Lot 


