The radio broadcast and bulletins are sponsored by
various members of the congregation.

Calendar of Events/Announcements
Today, January 3rd

5:45 pm

Zoom Sunday School

Wednesday, January 6th

8:00 am

Prayer Meeting (Zoom)
Call 606 –5009 to ask for prayer or to join

Sunday, January 10th

10:30 am

Worship

4:00 pm

Jones Book/Bible Study (Zoom)

5:45 pm

Zoom Sunday School

Prayer List: Bud, Annabel, Pat, Mae, Ramona, Arnold, Jean, Pastor Lorri, Elizabeth, Hanna, Danny, Gloria, those suffering from COVID.
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Irene Fortney
Director

Viroqua
United Methodist Church
Our Prayer
God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us
discover our talents and have the courage to use them to serve you
and our community with unimagined new purposes on behalf of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Secretary Kathy Hanson
Barb Casper

January 3rd, 2021
10:30 a.m.
Viroqua UMC
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, WI 54665

January 3, 2021

New Testament Reading

Epiphany Sunday
Viroqua UMC Worship Service—Sunday, 10:30 A.M.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Please turn off all cell phones and electronics
**Please stand if you are able

Preparing Our Hearts For Worship
Prelude

“From Heaven Above”

by David Schack

**Ringing of the Bell

**Greeting
We gather to celebrate that no darkness can extinguish light, to remember that
love will always be more powerful than death, and to trust that peace will always be stronger than violence. We gather, people of faith in the light of God’s
world. Welcome to worship.
Welcoming Words and Announcements
Called to Worship
**Call to Worship
L. Jesus comes along side us and calls us by name. A simple call. A hard call.
P. Because following requires leaving.
L. And we look around to see who else Jesus could be talking to.
P. And we look around to see the trappings of the life we know.
L. It’s hard to leave our nets and walk away from the lake.
P. But we have come this far, to this place, where we can listen and be
transformed.
**Hymn
“What Gift Can We Bring?”
UMH No. 87
**Opening Prayer (in unison)
Holy One, God of all Creation, you call us to be your people, to carry your
vision in this time and place, to go where you send us to help welcome
your amazing good news. As we gather in the presence of the risen Christ
to spread the news that your realm is near, fill us with your Holy Spirit, O
God of all Creation. Fill us with your glorious Spirit, that we may share
your good news with a world in need. Amen.
Children’s Message
Called to Reflection
Old Testament reading

Psalm 60: 1-6

Pew Bible No. 687

Ephesians 3: 1-12

**Gospel Reading
Matthew 2: 1-12
L. This is the word of God for the people of God.
P. Thanks be to God.

Pew Bible No. 1423
Pew Bible No. 1138

Sermon
“Star Gifts”
Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores
Epiphany Prayer
God, we acknowledge that we are not always ready to receive your best gifts
for us. You have given us an epiphany word in order that our searching will
bring us to you. It is often our habit to turn aside, stumble over, or even reject experiences and encounters that we later understand to have been precious gifts. Help us to be open to the gift that you offer us now through our
star words. We acknowledge that we do not fully understand what this word
might mean for our faith, but we receive it from you with gratitude and pray
that your Spirit will enable us to live into our word with intention and faithfulness. Amen.
Called to Community and to Share
Communion Hymn

“Life-Giving Bread”

TFWS No. 2261

Celebration of the Lord’s Table
Joys and Concerns
Silent Prayer, Community Prayer
Offering

“We Three Kings”

**Doxology

by John Barr
UMH No. 95

**Offering Prayer
**Closing Hymn

“We Three Kings”

UMH No. 254

Sent to Serve

**Apostolic Benediction
**Sending Forth (in unison)
O Star-flinging God, whose light dances across eternity, dazzle us into
your presence this new year. Open our hearts to the mystery of your love.
Heal us, that we might be healers. Reconcile us to you and to ourselves.
May the word of your grace guide our steps like the sun by day and the
north star by night, as we travel into the gift of a new year. Amen.
**Benediction Response
“This Little Light Of Mine”
Spiritual
**Postlude

“Go Tell It On The Mountain”

setting by Paul Manz

