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The New Testament records the history of the recruitment of Jesus' disciples from three 

different perspectives, each of which reflects something of the context and character of 

the community that reinterpreted and reappropriated the event for itself. 

 

The John version is the third version that we find in the gospels of this passage. As we 

remember, Mark seeks to communicate the message of the Gospel with determination 

and urgency, so in Mark's Gospel we find Jesus preaching the nearness of the kingdom 

and recruiting disciples with haste, thus reflecting the experience of a community that 

believes it is living in the end times.  Matthew does not provide a new story; he just 

copies Mark's. The second version is written by Luke, 15 or 20 years after Mark, There 

we see a calm Jesus who takes the time to meet his future disciples rather than abruptly 

recruiting them as in Mark. Luke reflects a Jesus immersed in everyday life, because 

that is how his community has experienced it. The third version is that of John and we 

see it in today's text, written 25 or 35 years after Mark, and it reflects the experience of 

a community at the end of the first century that has matured not only in its understanding 

of who Jesus is. But in her relationship with him and in the way of life that that 

relationship demands. 

 

The story of Philip and Nathanael must be read in light of the previous passage from 1: 

35-42. In the Gospel of John, it is not necessary for Jesus to recruit his disciples; 

disciples recruit themselves and invite others to join the community. When Andrew and 

the other disciple hear John the Baptist say that Jesus is the Lamb of God, they simply 

follow Jesus and he welcomes them into his home. The next day Andrew  invites Peter, 

his brother, to join the group. And the next day, perhaps encouraged by the enthusiasm 

of the group, Jesus goes out to Galilee and recruits Philip. Philip, in turn, goes and 
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recruits Nathanael who, although she is reluctant about the origin of Jesus, ends up 

joining the group. 

 

What do we learn from this story?  

First, when Jesus calls Philip he just says, “follow me,” and with that one word he 

redefines his life. We do not know if Philip was a fisherman or a tax collector, and Jesus 

does not tell him that he will make him a fisher of people; he just says "follow me" and 

Felipe does.  

 

Second, when Philip talks to Nathanael he tells him: "We have found the one about 

whom Moses wrote, in the Law, and also the Prophets." Philip's statement, like 

Andrew's to Peter (“We have found the Messiah,” in 1:41), tell us about lives that have 

been actively searching for the Messiah.  

 

Third, when Nathanael doubts that anything good could come out of Nazareth, Philip 

tells him "Come and see," repeating the invitation that Jesus had extended to Andrew 

and the other disciple when they asked him "Where do you live?" (1:38). Jesus had 

answered them: “Come and see” (1:39). There are no second-hand believers in the 

Gospel of John. All are invited to a personal experience: "Come and see."  

 

Fourth, when Nathanael goes and sees Jesus, he instantly recognizes and proclaims 

him as Son of God and King of Israel. In John, meeting Jesus is recognizing him. That 

is why from the beginning the disciples know who Jesus is (contrary to Mark who shows 

his disciples constantly confused). Without a doubt this story reflects the intimate 

experience that John's community had with Jesus. Let us remember that this is the 

gospel that speaks to us of the Paraclete, the constant presence of the spirit of Jesus 

in the community.  

 

Fifth, heaven is open, and the invitation that Jesus makes us to live in this new 

dimension, in which angels go up and down on the Son of man, is still valid and active, 

driven by the spirit of Jesus. 
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It is important to mention that none of the gospels reports all the stories of how each 

disciple is recruited. We only know the history of the first five. However, the big 

difference between John and the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) is that 

John never offers a final list of the twelve names of the disciples. In John we only know 

that there are seven disciples, 6 with a name and one without a name; the rest of the 

list is blank and is an open invitation that acknowledges that anyone else is being invited 

to be his disciple.  

 

For example, we have a long list of women in the community who also fulfill the role of 

disciples of the teacher. the Mother of Jesus, who helps him to recognize that his time 

has come and that he must begin his ministry (2: 5); the Samaritan Woman, the first 

evangelist, who helps Jesus extend his ministry beyond the border (4: 28-30; 39-42); 

the Accused Woman, who accompanies Jesus when they set a trap for him, and who 

with her presence defies the oppressive system and comes out undefeated, 

encouraged by Jesus (8: 1-11); Mary of Bethany, the prophet who anoints Jesus before 

his death (12: 3); Martha de Bethany, the disciple who, like Peter in the Synoptics, 

proclaims that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God who has come into the world (11:27); 

and Mary Magdalene, the apostle to the apostles, the messenger that Jesus 

commissioned to give the good news of his resurrection to the other disciples (20: 17-

18). 

 

Undoubtedly, these stories reflect the experience of an egalitarian community, in which 

the list of disciples of Jesus continues to be open and growing, and where the table is 

ready and open for all the people who want to add themselves and want to invite others. 

to live in this new dimension in which the spirit of Jesus continues to animate the 

community. The spirit of Jesus continues to invite us to come and see the greatness of 

his message, invites us to live radically and to expect even greater things than we have 

seen. 


