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INGREDIENTS FOR 2021 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and 
built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

Colossians 2:6-7 

We all know that every recipe needs essential ingredients for the result to be excellent. Perhaps 
there will be some ingredients that could be omitted or replaced and not affect the final result. 
However, there are essential ingredients. If we do not use these essential ingredients, we will not 
be able to obtain the expected result. When we talk about our lives, what ingredients will be 
needed to start next year. This is especially important now because we have had such a compli-
cated year with so much uncertainty. 

The Epistle of the Apostle Paul gives us information that we could consider to be the essential ingredients for life in the 
year that is to come. We all hope that it will be a different year, where we can have peace in our hearts, without bitter-
ness, without anguish, without uncertainty or fear. We are talking about gratitude and faith. 

Gratitude and faith help us be content in our hearts. The opposite of contentment is: despondency, grief, discontent, 
unhappiness, disgust, dissatisfaction, pessimism and sadness. Not only do we not need these ingredients, we must dis-
card them because the year that is about to end has been plagued with these feelings. Therefore, if in our hearts there 
is gratitude for what the Lord gives us and faith in the provision and care of our God, we will be able to remove our 
complaints, our uncertainty and the bitterness in our hearts because we will then have hearts content with what we 
have and also hearts that trust in the care of our Heavenly Father. 

Regardless of the circumstances, gratitude and faith give us peace in our hearts. Only when we have hearts full of grati-
tude and faith can we thank the Lord for everything, for all that we have and do not have. Trusting that our God knows 
what we need before we ask him for something that is missing, we can trust that the Lord has something better in 
store for us. In all circumstance and in all that we face, we can be grateful because our God has promised us every-
thing. In the end everything that the Lord allows in our lives will help us for the good. In all that we understand and for 
all that we do not understand, we can be thankful and full of faith because we trust that our God has plans much better 
than ours and His thoughts are always good for our lives. 

Gratitude and faith help us remain firm and constant in the Lord's way.  How can we remain steadfast and constant in 
the Lord's way throughout the year 2021? This year, how do we keep from straying from the church and the ways of 
the Lord as we normally do every year? We need to follow Him with gratitude for His victories in our lives, for His bless-
ings, and for His mercy towards us. But we also have to remain constant because we have faith that our work in the 
Lord is not in vain.  That is, we have to feel confident that following and serving Christ will bring spiritual and material 
blessings into our lives. 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

God’s Blessings on You! 

Peggy Selin   January 1 

Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp January 2 

Matthew Ostrem January 4 

Veryel Gerdl   January 5 

Ruby Roberts January 16 

Gus Roberts January 20 

Hazel Hendrickson   January 22 

Mike Welch   January 23 

Gregory Cheever January 25 

Bud Everson January 28 

Craig Starr   January 29 

Ashlyn Davidson January 30 

   God does nothing except in          

response to believing prayer. 

John Wesley 

OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC 

God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our  
talents and have the courage to use them to serve you and our community with 
unimagined new purposes on behalf of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARY 

Luther & Hazel Hendrickson January 20 
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COVID UPDATE 

VIROQUA UMC COVID-19 Task Force Update 

December 17, 2020 

Based on the coronavirus activity in our area as documented by the Coulee COVID-19 Collaborative, the Vernon County Health 

Department, and other agencies we recommend the continuation of current building use. That use includes: 

worship consisting of the fewest possible indoor participants (pastor, organist, liturgist, custodian) 

pausing indoor group events (committees, Bible studies, Sunday school, music, etc.) 

According to the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, COVID-19 activity in Vernon County continues to be classified as 

“very high.”  

If you prefer to worship at home or from the church parking lot, services can be heard on WVRQ (AM 1360 or FM 107.3) and on 

Facebook Live. 

Please continue to pray for our church family and reach out to them by phone, e-mail, a card or note, Facebook, etc. We look 

forward to the time when conditions improve.  

We wish you a blessed Christmas and holiday season. 

Because the Coulee COVID-19 Collaborative plans to change the frequency of their updates, the timing of our updates might be 

revised. We anticipate our next update to occur during the first week of January 2021. 

Contact Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp (608-393-8136) or Phyllis Kalnins (608-606-4321) with questions. 

COVID Angels 

As the pandemic drags on, the effects are being felt more and more. If you know of 

someone who could use a bit of support from our COVID Angel fund, please let Pastor 

Erika know. 
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Poinsettias 

In Loving Memory of: From: 

Jim Schipper Janet Schipper 

Joe Schipper Janet Schipper 

Jim & Marge Jeffery & Gert & Roy Swanson The Family 

Don & Delores Hornby Farrington Joanne Hornby 

Bryce & Jackie Hornby Kimrey Joanne Hornby 

Art & Lynne Amundson Joanne Hornby 

Jason & Helen Hornby The Family 

Louise Mulvaney Chuck & Mary Mulvaney-Kemp 

In Honor of  

Maris Kalnins’ Birthday Phyllis Kalnins 

Kristine Kalnins’ Birthday Phyllis Kalnins 

Jim Porter The COVID Task Force 

Thank you to those who donated poinsettias in memory or honor of loved 

ones. The sanctuary was beautiful for this Advent and Christmas season! 

Sadly, we couldn’t be here in person to enjoy the beauty, but God is always 

here. Hopefully, you got to see pictures on Facebook, Facebook Live, or TV 

Channel 15. 
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Caroling 

A group of youth, parents, and friends (10 cars) went Christmas Caroling on December 20. The youth had written 

notes , drawn pictures or other greetings which were given to people as we went. We sang outdoors (socially dis-

tanced) at Fairhaven, Bethel Oaks, Maplewood, Vernon Manor, and some private homes, and waved to the people 

inside. It was so good to be able to greet people in this way. The carolers had a great time, and the recipients enjoyed 

it. Thanks to everyone who participated in any way! 
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COVID Christmas Eve 

This was an unusual Christmas Eve celebration! The evening started with a “Search for the Gifts of the Magi” scavenger 

hunt. Participants deciphered clues as they traveled by car to three locations to pick up the gifts—Gold, Frankincense, 

and Myrrh. Seven groups participated in the hunt. 

A parking lot Worship Service of Lessons and Carols was held at 6:00 pm. Cold temperatures and a stiff wind complicat-

ed matters for those who were outside presenting during the service, but those in their cars said they found it mean-

ingful. We pray that God was glorified!  

Thanks to all who helped in any way. Pastor Erika, our leader, Layne Hanson & family who put together the Hunt, Cav-

an Fang and Kristen who tended to most of the set-up, Phyllis Kalnins who handed out song booklets, glow sticks, and 

took the offering, Kathy Hanson who tried to play the keyboard while wearing gloves, Aaron Hanson, Grant, Gradyn, 

and Mitchell who helped with parking cars, Jim Porter who rang the bell and opened and closed the building, and all 

those who attended—15 cars of people. We thought that was a good turnout for such a night!  

We pray that we can be cozy and warm in our beautiful sanctuary next Christmas Eve! 
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Youth Food Drive 

The Christmas Giving Project for youth this year consisted of a food drive. We were informed that the food needs in this 

area are very great—more than most years. The food was distributed the same day as it was picked up, so we were en-

couraged to include perishable items. Our families were MOST generous. We collected hams, turkeys, beef products, 

fresh fruit, and a whole variety of other things. COVID Angel Funds and Youth Funds were used to purchase roasters, 

some of the hams, and board games. 

A huge THANK YOU to all who contributed. The County workers who picked up the food were most impressed by our 

generosity and assured us that it would make a big difference to the families who received it. 

Gifts of the Magi 
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Administrative Council 

December 15, 2020 

Members Present: Gregory Cheever, Cavan Fang, Aaron Hanson, Kathy Hanson, Layne Hanson, Phyllis 
Kalnins, Pastor Erika, Kristen Parrott, Gregg Roberts. 

Kathy gave the devotion. 

COVID Task Force Update—it is recommended to keep doing what we are doing for now.  

The Council was asked for input about the Ministry & Leadership Report that is ready for submission to 
the conference. Goals outlined include continuing to work on the goals from last year and also to do a study and self assess-
ment of our local governing structure. 

A motion was made by Gregory and seconded by Cavan to raise the budget by $180 to enable us to pay apportionments in 
full. Motion passed. 

Committee Reports: 

Worship —The meeting on December 10 was spent planning the Christmas Eve activities. 

Trustees—See minutes elsewhere in this newsletter.  

Missions— Some money and items were collected for Toys for Tots. 

SPRC— The committee approved raising the wage for the proposed Youth Leader to $20 per hour up to 20 hours per 
month. Other incentives were discussed and it was recommended that one person from SPRC, one person from Educa-
tion, and Pastor Erika meet to plan them. The position will be advertised again after the holidays.  

Education– See minutes elsewhere in the newsletter. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. Next meeting January 19 @ 7:00 pm 

Education Committee 

The Education Committee met on Dec. 1, 2020 via zoom. 

Members attending: Kathy Hanson, Holly Fanta, Pastor Erika, Joanne Hornby, Janette Hanson, Avis Marino, Tabithah 
Sommerfeldt.  Devotions and prayer given by Holly. Minutes of last meeting read. 

New Business: Made plans for the Dec. 2 parents' meeting. We are going Christmas caroling Dec. 20th with the Sunday 
School families and church members. Children will deliver cards to shut-ins as we visit them. Salvation Army bell ringing 
is open to anyone if they wish. We will ask parents to volunteer for winter youth activities once a month, and try to 
start a new zoom youth discussion  meeting/Bible study once a month also. Teachers chose which week they will teach 
the lesson for Dec. and Jan. 

Next meeting scheduled for Jan. 11th, 2021. 

 

Minutes of Parents' Meeting on Dec. 2, 2020 

Attending: Heidi Garrett, Aaron Hanson, Angie Hanson, Gregg Roberts, Dan Brown, Janette Hanson, Pastor Erika, Kathy 
Hanson, Holly Fanta 

Sunday School parents and teachers met on zoom to make plans for the winter. We let everyone know about caroling 
on the 20th, and got volunteers for winter activities for three months. We are hoping for a fresh start for the Sunday 
School in 2021! 

Zoom Sunday School will be held each Sunday at 5:45. 

We will start a high school youth study group to meet once a month in the new year. 
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Finance Committee 

12-15-2020, 6pm Zoom 
Attendee's: Kathy, Pastor Erika, Gregg, Cavan, Layne, Dan, & Gregory 

Financial Secretary report given and accepted. Various designated funds balance $14,449.46. 

Treasurer report given and accepted. Checkbook balance $14,063.84. Total disbursements year-to-
date $119,637. 

A second New Way Grant submitted and received for $500 to be spent on Covid related expenses. 

Received a gift of money, $1,279, from Annual Conference for relief towards health insurance pre-
miums of the Viroqua/Westby Charge. These funds will be split based on percentage of charge shared expenses V-
65.5%/W-34.5%. 

Stewardship has one Zoom meeting to complete. 

Apportionments for 2021 increased $180 for 2021. Recommendation to Administrative Council to increase 2021 budg-
et $180. 

Adjourned 6:55pm. Next Meeting January 19.2021 

Happy New Year. 

Gregory Cheever 

Trustees Meeting 

12-8-2020 

Attendees: Aaron, Dale, Barb, Sandy, Gregory, Pastor Erika 
Opening prayer: Pastor Erika 
Pastor reports lots of ants by the furnace area. Aaron suggests having Strang’s look at this situation when they fix 
the leaking faucet. 
 
Bills:  

 Band Box $20.20 
 Elevator Inspection (all OK) $190 
 Hauge Snow Removal  $110 

 
Mary Christianson asked if Pleasant Ridge might have some space in our building for a Day care. After discussion, it 
was decided to decline her request because the building is shut down. (COVID) 
 
Persons have inquired about using VUMC’s Zoom account for personal calls. This was declined—the account is for 
church functions. 
 
The Administrative Council asked if snow plowing the parking lot should continue while the church is closed for wor-
ship. Thoughts are that we should keep our agreement with Mr. Hauge and continue as normal. Aaron will talk to our 
neighbor about the easement to see if they would share some of the cost of plowing. Gregory suggests using 1/3 of 
the $500 grant received from the conference  for COVID 19 as cost sharing. 
 
MGE will replace the gas line to the parsonage at no charge. Date unknown. 
 
Aaron has completed the Trustee report—ready for signatures. 
Jim reports that the chapel is extra warm. The thermostat is broken. Aaron will try to repair. If it can’t be fixed, a new 
one will be purchased. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
Next meeting January 12, 2021 
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Missions Committee Report 

Welcome to new committee member Wynne Roberts, and thank you to retiring member Hester Nelson, who has 
served for many years.  The Missions Committee for 2021 is comprised of Wynne, Kelli Schultz, Lorna Peterson, and 
Kristen Parrott.   

Thank you to everyone who supported Missions projects in 2020. These included local projects like the food pantry 
and Toys for Tots, regional projects such as the Wisconsin Annual Conference In-Gathering, national projects like the 
Special Sundays offerings, and international projects such as Mujila Falls Agricultural Centre in Zambia and our mission-
ary, Temba, who works there. Surely 2020 showed us the importance of our efforts to help others. 

The first United Methodist Special Sunday in 2021 will be Human Relations Day on January 17. This is the Sunday be-
fore the observance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s., birthday. Human Relations Day is focused on social justice, on serv-
ing the people who live in the margins of society, unnoticed, and who struggle to survive and thrive. Right at the mo-
ment, that feels like a lot of people. Maybe you know some of these people who are living in the margins. Or maybe 
you yourself feel like you are living there. 

One of the wonderful aspects of The United Methodist Church is that we can do so much more together than we ever 
could do on our own. On Human Relations Day, we join other UMC congregations in a special offering to support three 
national projects: neighborhood ministries through Community Developers, community advocacy through United 
Methodist Voluntary Services, and work with at-risk youth through the Youth Offender Rehabilitation Programs. You 
can mail in your special offering, marked “Human Relations Day”, to the church office anytime. 

Experience All Things New in 2021! 

Kick-start your new year by seeking God first!  Join us for a 21-day online 

study that is designed to provide reflection and practical steps to seek God with 

a fresh devotion. “All Things New” will challenge you to make new decisions, 

attitudes and mindsets through the reading of the Bible, prayer and consecra-

tion.  We will begin this study on Sunday, January 3rd.  To join the online study, 

click the link below or go to  

http://driftlessministry.org/learn-grow/growth-adults/online-bible-study/. 

All Things New Online Study: https://bible.com/p/36600736/66f723d09298dde532867fe2af352e11 

The online study can be access through the Bible App, which is a free resource. In addition to wonderful 

devotional/reading plans, it also provides a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the Bible in a 

wide variety of versions. It’s available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at 

www.bible.com. 

http://driftlessministry.org/learn-grow/growth-adults/online-bible-study/
https://bible.com/p/36600736/66f723d09298dde532867fe2af352e11
http://www.bible.com
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly  
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you  

with open hearts, open minds and open doors. 
 

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR 

REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES 

(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line 

(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage  

pastorvw@driftlessministry.org 

CHURCH OFFICE 

221 S. Center Ave. 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org 

Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua 

Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper  

OFFICE HOURS 

Regular office hours have been suspended during the pandemic  

Office services are still provided by calling the office at 637 -3551 or Kathy Hanson at 637-8309. 

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,  
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.         John Wesley 

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement 

The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great  

Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly  

share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world. 

January Services 

Sunday Morning Worship—10:30 am 

Broadcast on 

WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on  
Facebook Live 
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