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“Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
call on him while he is near” 

~ Isaiah 55.6 
Lent is a period of preparation, purification, reflection and spiritual conversion.  
It is when Christianity takes time to reflect on its own existence; and we 
recognize the need to have Jesus in our lives and the need to live the gospel 
fully. Lent prepares us for the great celebration of Easter. Lent brings us to 
repentance and offers us the opportunity to change, to be better and to live 
closer to Christ. 
 
Traditionally, it is understood that this time must be experienced with carnal 
deprivation in order to allow the spirit to free itself from earthly burdens and to get closer to the divine. For in 
some way, we are re-creating the time of trial that our Lord Jesus Christ experienced in the wild, dry and arid 
desert. 
 
If you think about what last year looked like, you will see that last year came very close to forcing us to experience 
the meaning of lent. We have all been walking the same path of desolation and deprivation due to the pandemic. 
Could we compare 2020 with the 40 days that Jesus was in the desert? Have we been tempted to do the opposite 
of God's will? Have we been hungry, thirsty, and tired enough to understand Jesus's suffering?  Probably yes, we 
have experienced all kinds of physical, mental and spiritual suffering during the last few months. But unlike Jesus, 
we have not walked alone through the desert, He has walked with us, to encourage us, to give us strength and to 
quench our hunger and our thirst.  
 
During the last year, we all have had plenty of time to seek, rediscover and reconcile with our Father. But if you still 
haven’t, I invite you to take the time for the next 40 days to look for Him and to invite Him into your homes and 
into your lives. 
 
Praying, listening and meditating on the Word of the Lord, practicing charity, and taking time to be alone with your 
Savior without distraction are all simple exercises that can not only lead you to a renewal of your relationship with 
Jesus but can also reflect on the relationship you have with your family and other people. 

Our calling is to reach all people 
with the life-changing power of 

God’s Love and Grace available to 
all through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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The Westby United Methodist Church 
welcomes everyone with open arms and open 

hearts as indicated in Romans 15:7 (NIV): 
Accept one another, then, just as Christ 

accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 

Time to Experience Christ 
 by Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores 
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Being ready for Easter is the goal.  That is, be ready to see and celebrate the risen Christ and fully 
experience the glory of His presence. 
 
May God be with all of you,  
Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores 

 
Pastor Erika’s Schedule: 
 
Thursday at Westby UMC – 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 
Pastor Erika’s office hours at Viroqua are currently suspended 
due to the “Safer at Home” social distancing implementation. 
 
Please feel free to call or email Pastor Erika if you’d like to talk to her.  

 
February Birthdays    February Anniversaries 

Feb. 12 - Jill Bjornstad    Feb. 25 – Aaron & Sara Berg 
Feb. 22 – Tim Gaskell and Brian Oney-Siam 
Feb. 26 – Ardith Hoff 
 

 
Funday Sunday School   
 
We finished the last lesson about the birth of Jesus with a scavenger hunt at home. We 
found things we would take on an unexpected trip, just like Mary and Joseph when they ran 
away to Egypt to protect Jesus from King Herod.   
Sunday school planning for February is underway – check your email for details.  

 
Mission of the Month – Local Food Pantries  
 
Bethel Butikk, and the other area food pantries, have been a favorite mission for 
us this past year, for obvious reasons.  Though the needs have not increased as 
much as one might have expected, according to a spokesperson for Bethel Butikk; 
they have not diminished either.  There are still many families that depend on the 
panties, not only for food, but for other emergency assistance as well.  As always, 
the best way to help is with monetary donations.  As you know, the pantries can 
buy food at a greatly reduced rate.  Also, since the thrift stores are closed, due to COVID-19, they do not have the 
income they normally would.  For those reasons, we are designating the Mission of the Month giving for February 
to local food pantries.  You can give directly to the pantry of your choice or give through the church.  The 
addresses of the local pantries are as follows: 

• Bethel Butikk: PO Box 53, Westby, WI 54667  

• Living Faith Food Pantry: 209 Sand Road, Viroqua, WI 54665  

• New Hope Food Pantry: E2286 State Highway 82, De Soto, WI 54624  

• Cashton Cupboard & Closet: 1213 Front St, Cashton, WI 54619 
 

 

Contact Information: 
 

Cell Phone:  919-478-3584 
Direct Office Phone:  608-638-7627 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 
Email: pastor-vw@driftlessministry.org 
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Daily Prayers for February  
Each day of the week use these simple prayer starters as part of your daily conversation with God.  
Monday:  
Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of life. Help us through prayer to live a full and healthy life 
and to help others by prayer and communication with your Holy Spirit so they may enjoy health 
and the fullness of life.   Amen 
 
Tuesday:    
Dear God, Thank you for listening to us every day. You make us stronger to make it through the rough patches. Be 
with us always, Amen 
 
Wednesday:  
Lord, give me wisdom today to be a good listener. Help me listen carefully to my family, to my friends, and most of 
all, to You. 
 
Thursday:  
Loving God, I know You have placed me where I am for Your purposes. I know others are watching the way I live. 
Help me always to be an enthusiastic Christian with a faith that inspires others. 
 
Friday: 
Lord I want to understand Your Word more clearly. I want to use the Bible as my guide and learn to rely on the 
promises in Your Word. Speak to me through Your Holy Spirit and guide me in reading and meditating on the 
lessons contained in scriptures. 
 
Saturday:   
Jesus the world is a very strange place now and I know I have doubts. I never want to doubt how close You are. 
When I am unsure, give me faith to live courageously. With You, there is no challenge that cannot be overcome. 
 
Sunday: 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.  ~Psalm 51:10-12

 
Snow Tubing for Sunday School Students 
Viroqua UMC has invited the Westby UMC Sunday school students to join the Viroqua 
UMC youth on a snow tubing outing at Whitetail Ridge by Fort McCoy in Sparta. This 
outdoor event will be on Saturday, Feb. 6th.  All children and their families are invited 
to join in on the fun. Everyone is to meet at Viroqua UMC at 12:00. At that time, the 
$5 fee for each child will be collected. The admission fee for tubing is $17 for each 
person. Our church will be covering the additional $12 for each Sunday school student who goes on this outing. 
Families will drive individually. The tubing will be from 1:00-4:00 PM. 

 
Ash Wednesday Service – Feb. 17 at 7:00 PM 
We will have an Ash Wednesday service, at 7:00PM on Feb. 17th. There will not be any physical ashes 
given, but you will receive a card with a cross made from ashes to represent the receiving of ashes on 
your forehead. 
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Growing in Faith Study Group – Book of Acts   
This month, we will continue with our Acts Bible Study on Wednesday evenings. We will meet 
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at 6:00 PM, via Zoom. On February 10th, we will be 
discussing Acts chapter 11 and 12, and we will discuss Acts chapter 13 on February 24th.  An 
email will be sent from the church’s westby.wi.umc@gmail.com account a few days before 
each meeting day to provide everyone with a link to the Zoom session. 

 
February Online Studies – Love Letters & Alive: Lent 
Devotional 
This month, we will do two online studies. The first study, Love Letters, 
focuses on God’s love letters. Studying God’s love letters can help to 
give you strength and healing for the journey and challenges in life. This 
study will be from Feb. 6-15. Here is the link to join this study:  
https://bible.com/p/38288539/ebd31581e47a7fdf0670782592fc01a1 
 
Since Lent begins on Wednesday, Feb. 17th, we thought it would be beneficial to start an online study for Lent. 
Our Lenten study is Alive: Lent Devotionals, which will help you discover the abundant life that Jesus offers to 
everyone. It is easy to get distracted, so this study will help us to grasp the kingdom of heaven and the life, love, 
and joy that God has to offer. This study will be from Feb. 17-April 4. Here is the link to join this study: 
https://bible.com/p/38213009/0ab21edbda34800bf271cc3d217ea4d0 
 
The links for both studies can also be found on our website at: http://driftlessministry.org/learn-grow/growth-
adults/online-bible-study/.The online study can be accessed through the Bible App, which is a free resource. In 
addition to wonderful devotional/reading plans, it also provides a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the 
Bible in a wide variety of versions. It’s available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at 
www.bible.com. 

 
Senior Buddies Outreach Project 

 

Due to the pandemic, it’s been more challenging for our church to do outreach projects. We 
found a possible outreach project that people can do from their home. We’re calling this project, 
Senior Buddies. Since the residents of Norseland and other senior living centers have been 
“locked” down due to the pandemic, we thought it would be nice if we started to send cards or 
short letters/notes to some of the residents. We would like for those who participate in this 

project to send a card/note to their Senior Buddy one or two times a month, just to let them know we’re thinking 
of them. In addition to including some residents from Norseland, we also want to include members of our 
congregation who are living at Friendship House, Creamery Creek and Bethel Home.  
 
Once we find out how many of you want to participate in this project, we’ll contact Norseland to get a list of 
residents we can start sending cards/notes to each month. If you are interested in helping with this project, please 
let Linda Weilnau know by Saturday, Feb. 13th. After we get the list of residents, we’ll contact you to let you know 
who your Senior Buddy will be. Thank you for helping to share God’s love by sending a card or note to others to let 
them know they are not forgotten. 
 

 
 
 

mailto:westby.wi.umc@gmail.com
https://bible.com/p/38288539/ebd31581e47a7fdf0670782592fc01a1
https://bible.com/p/38213009/0ab21edbda34800bf271cc3d217ea4d0
http://driftlessministry.org/learn-grow/growth-adults/online-bible-study/%20.
http://driftlessministry.org/learn-grow/growth-adults/online-bible-study/%20.
http://www.bible.com/
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Westby United Methodist Church - Board Meeting  January 20, 2021 
 

Present: Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores, Tim Gaskell, Jane Gaskell, Ardith Hoff, Verna Drake and Linda Weilnau 
Opening: Pastor Erika opened with prayer. 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the December board meeting were emailed to the board and published in the 
January newsletter, so they could be reviewed prior to the meeting. Verna Drake and Ardith Hoff motioned to 
approve the minutes. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Verna Drake provided the financial reports for December. The financial reports included the 
report for the month of December, Year-to-Date, special accounts, and the credit card statement. The 2020 giving 
statements have been mailed out to those who contributed offerings for 2020. Verna will ask Lois Gerling to start 
working on the financial audit that is due in March. Ardith Hoff and Linda Weilnau motioned to approve the 
treasurer’s report. Motion passed. 
 
Old Business: 

 Charge Conference Forms – Trustee Report Submitted? – All reports have been submitted. 
 

 Re-evaluate Doing In-Person Worship Again – It was decided to start offering in-person and Zoom for 
the Sunday worship services the first Sunday in February (Feb. 7th). We will use the phone tree, email 
message and newsletter to let people know about this. Linda Weilnau will see if it is possible to connect 
the video camera to the computer for doing Zoom. Sometimes the audio still cuts out during the Zoom 
worship. 
 

New Business: 
 Possible Outreach Project – Senior Buddies? (Write letters to those in senior centers) – We will put a 

notice in the February newsletter to find out who would be interested in this project. It was decided we 
want to include some residents of Norseland and members of our congregation who are in Creamery 
Creek and Bethel Home. For this project, we could send a card or a short note to the Senior Buddy 1-2 
times a month. We will need to find someone to reach out to Norseland about this project after we find 
out how many people from our congregation are interested in doing this project. 
 

 Ash Wednesday – Wednesday, Feb. 17 – Having Ash Wednesday Service? – Yes, we will have an Ash 
Wednesday service, but there will not be any ashes put on foreheads. A notecard with an ash cross will 
be given out to represent the ash cross on the forehead. The service will be at 7:00 PM, via Zoom and 
in-person. 
 

 Possible Lenten Activities? – Last year we only did joint devotional with Viroqua. – We will be doing the 
Lenten Devotional book with Viroqua UMC again this year. It was decided to not have any special 
Wednesday Lenten services. We will just continue with our Acts Bible Study on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday. 
 

 Statistical Report? – Verna Drake is working on preparing this report for the conference. She needs 
attendance for worship and Sunday school. Linda Weilnau will get the worship attendance numbers 
and Jane Gaskell will get the Sunday school attendance to Verna. 
 

Business from Board Committees: 
 Trustees – No report at this time. 
 SPRC – No report at this time. 
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 Worship – Pastor Erika was wondering if we should ask Jean Shore if she would like to play the piano for 
worship periodically. 

 Education – Sunday school attendance has dropped a little this month, but this usually happens in 
January. There will be no Sunday school on Jan. 31. We need to determine the lesson topics for 
February. There is a possible sledding trip with Viroqua UMC students at Fort McCoy on Feb. 6th. The 
Sunday school funds will help to pay the cost of this sledding trip for the Westby UMC students. 

 Lay Leadership - No report at this time. 
 Missions – The mission of the month for February will be the local food pantries. Ardith Hoff reported 

that Bethel Butikk said they haven’t had an increase in the number of people, but people are coming to 
the food bank more consistently. 

 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Erika reported that she is probably going to have to cancel her trip to Mexico and may try 
to change the date to later in the spring. Pastor Erika sent out Christmas letters to everyone and Thank You notes 
to those who have been mailing in their offerings. 
 
On behalf of Jean Shore, Ardith Hoff motioned to adjourn. Meeting was adjourned 
Minutes submitted by Linda Weilnau 

 
Sunday Worship Services – In-Person and via Zoom   
Due to the number of COVID-19 cases being on the decline, the Westby UMC church 
board has decided to have in-person worship again, starting Sunday, February 7th. 
Since some people still do not feel comfortable being out and about, we will also 
continue to offer joining us for worship via Zoom in addition to attending worship in 
person. 
 
For in-person worship, we will require everyone to wear a mask and practice social 
distancing, by sitting 6 feet apart in the sanctuary. We will continue to send out the 
Zoom meeting information each week for those who will be joining worship via Zoom.  
 
If you are not able to join us for worship in person or via Zoom, you can listen to the Viroqua UMC worship service 
on WVRQ 1360 AM radio at 10:30 AM on Sunday mornings. If you subscribe to Vernon Communications cable TV, 
the Sunday morning message is broadcast at the following times on channel 15. Please note there is a new 
schedule, as of Feb 1, 2021. 
o Mondays: 4:30 PM 
o Tuesdays: 12:00 PM 
o Wednesdays: 7:30 AM 
o Thursdays: 3:00 AM & 10:30 PM 

o Fridays: 6:00 PM 
o Saturdays: 1:30 PM 
o Sundays: 1:30 AM & 9:00 PM

 
The sermon messages can also be viewed on the website at http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-
sermons/ or live on the Viroqua UMC Facebook page on Sundays at 10:30 AM. 

 
Ecumenical Lenten Services – via Facebook Live 
Some of the churches in Viroqua will take turns hosting Ecumenical Lenten services on Wednesday evenings during 
Lent. The first Ecumenical Lent service will be on Feb. 24th at 6:00 PM. More details will be available as we get 
closer to Lent. 

 

http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-sermons/
http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-sermons/
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February 2021 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

6 
12:00 PM – 
Snow Tubing for 
Sunday School 
@ Whitetail 
Ridge 

7 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (Communion) - 
(In-Person & Zoom) 

 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
6:00 PM – Growing 
in Faith – Book of 
Acts (meet via 
Zoom) 

11 
 

12 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

13 
Due date for 
signing up for 
Senior Buddies 
program 

14   
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (In-Person & 
Zoom) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

15 
 
 

16 
 

17 Ash Wednesday 
6:00 PM – Church 
Board Meeting 
(meet via Zoom) 

7:00 PM – Ash 
Wednesday Service 
(In-Person & 
Zoom) 

18 
 

19 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 
 

20 
 

21   
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (In-Person & 
Zoom) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
6:00 PM – Growing 
in Faith – Book of 
Acts (meet via 
Zoom) 

25 
 

26 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

27 
 

28 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (In-Person & 
Zoom) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

Remember to join us at 3:20 PM each day for being unified in prayer …  
 

“God, Give us the courage to dream big dreams. Please open our minds and hearts so we can 

have new breakthroughs to Your new possibilities. Amen.” 

 

God is able to do much more than we ask, or think, through His power working in us. 
~ Ephesians 3:20 (NLV)  


