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Time to Experience Christ
“Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call on him while he is near”
Isaiah 55: 6
Lent is a period of preparation, purification, reflection and spiritual conversion. It is
when Christianity takes time to reflect on its own existence; and, we recognize the
need to have Jesus in our lives and the need to live the gospel fully. Lent prepares us
for the great celebration of Easter. Lent brings us to repentance and offers us the opportunity to change, to be better and to live closer to Christ.

Traditionally, it is understood that this time must be experienced with carnal deprivation in order to allow
the spirit to free itself from earthly burdens and to get closer to the divine. For in some way, we are recreating the time of trial that our Lord Jesus Christ experienced in the wild, dry and arid desert.
If you think about what last year looked like, you will see that last year came very close to forcing us to
experience the meaning of lent. We have all been walking the same path of desolation and deprivation
due to the pandemic. Could we compare 2020 with the 40 days that Jesus was in the desert? Have we
been tempted to do the opposite of God's will? Have we been hungry, thirsty, and tired enough to understand Jesus's suffering? Probably yes, we have experienced all kinds of physical, mental and spiritual
suffering during the last few months. But unlike Jesus, we have not walked alone through the desert, He
has walked with us, to encourage us, to give us strength and to quench our hunger and our thirst.

During the last year, we all have had plenty of time to seek, rediscover and reconcile with our Father. But
if you still haven’t, I invite you to take the time for the next 40 days to look for Him and to invite Him into
your homes and into your lives.
Praying, listening and meditating on the Word of the Lord, practicing charity, and taking time to be alone
with your Savior without distraction are all simple exercises that can not only lead you to a renewal of
your relationship with Jesus but can also reflect on the relationship you have with your family and other
people.
Being ready for Easter is the goal. That is, be ready to see and celebrate the risen Christ and fully experience the
glory of His presence.
Pastor Erika

OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC
God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our
talents and have the courage to use them to serve you and our community with
unimagined new purposes on behalf of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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God does nothing except in
response to believing prayer.
John Wesley
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COVID UPDATE
VIROQUA UMC COVID-19 Task Force Update
January 21, 2021
Based on the coronavirus activity in our area as documented by the Coulee COVID-19 Collaborative, the Vernon County Health Department, and other agencies we recommend the continuation of current building use. That use includes:
 worship consisting of the fewest possible indoor participants (pastor, organist, liturgist, custodian)
 pausing indoor group events (committees, Bible studies, Sunday school, music, etc.)
According to the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, COVID-19 activity in Vernon County is classified as “high.”
While that is concerning, it is an improvement from recent weeks.
The COVID task force is pleased to learn pre-registration for the COVID vaccine is now possible. Essential workers can
pre-register at: https://hipaa.jotform.com/210076025290142
Those 65 or older and/or who have chronic health conditions can pre-register at: https://
hipaa.jotform.com/210124014290134
Those lacking internet access can call the Vernon County Health Department (608.637.5251) and someone will help
them register. They are open Monday through Friday 8:30 to 4:30. Due to high call volumes, it may take time for their
staff to get back to those that leave a voicemail. We are grateful for their service throughout the pandemic.
If you prefer to worship at home or from the church parking lot, services can be heard on WVRQ (AM 1360 or FM
107.3) and on Facebook Live.
Please continue to pray for our church family and reach out to them by phone, e-mail, a card or note, Facebook, etc.
We look forward to the time when conditions improve.
Contact Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp (608-393-8136) or Phyllis Kalnins (608-606-4321) with questions.

COVID Angels
As the pandemic drags on, the effects are being felt more and more. If you know of someone
who could use a bit of support from our COVID Angel fund, please let Pastor Erika know.

Plan To Get Your COVID Vaccine
Vaccines are becoming available for those 65 and older. Plan to get registered or make an appointment as soon as you
can! See the information on the COVID Update above for how to do that. You can also check Vernon Memorial’s website, www.vmh.org, call 608-637-3174, or your Gundersen or VMH My Chart.
If you need help with any of this, call the church office.
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Lenten Activities
We have prepared a Lenten package where you will find different activities (individual
and family) which will put into practice different spiritual exercises that will help us to
reunite with our Redeemer and to prepare ourselves for the celebration of His resurrection. We hope that these resources will help you better understand the purpose of this
season, and to strengthen the bonds with your spiritual family, knowing that we are all
following the same practices.
These packets will be delivered to homes between February 4th and February 6th. If
you don’t receive one, please let us know by leaving a message at 608-637-3551.
Sunday, February 14

5:00 pm

Zoom Mardi Gras/Valentine Taco Dinner (Zoom)
Prepare your own tacos to eat together —if you have a special recipe, please
bring it
we’ll enjoy fellowship, visiting, and games.

Wednesday, Feb. 17

1:00 pm

Ash Wednesday Worship (Zoom)
(Ash Cross included in home delivery)

Feb. 17 - April 4

*Read from Lenten Devotional each day - use the candle during devotional time
*Put something in the offering box each day according to the suggestions given
Kids - *Complete the Activities for Children each day
*Participate in contributing to the family offering box

Wednesdays
Feb 24—Mar 24

6:00 pm

Ecumenical Mid-week Lenten services on Facebook Live

April 1

6:00 pm

Maundy Thursday worship

April 2

1:00 pm

Good Friday worship

Supplies to be used during Holy Week will be included in your March packet.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jim rang the bell 92 times
on January 18th,
for what would have been
Martin Luther King’s
92nd birthday.
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In-Person Worship
The COVID Task Force, Administrative Council, and Trustees are working together in planning for In-Person worship
again. We are hopeful that it can begin in February. Please keep the decision makers in your prayers.

Congratulations
Dr. Calvin Morris received The Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 2021 Special Recognition Award at the LaCrosse Community
Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Celebration.
Mallory Hanson was on the UW-LaCrosse Dean’s List for the Fall 2020 semester.
Mitchell Hanson was on the UW-EauClaire Dean’s List for the Fall 2020 semester.
CONGRATULATIONS!
This “Congratulations” spot is a new addition to the Newsletter. If you know of people who should be mentioned here
in the future, let the office know.

Vernon Communications Broadcasts
As many of you know, our Facebook church service is rebroadcast on cable channel 15 through Vernon Communications.

The time of the broadcast varies from day to day. Presently, the time between airings scheduled in February is 19 and a
half hours . Occasionally more church services are added in and this schedule could change as a result.
So use the guide button on your remote control and check the guide as often as you needed. The schedule for the first
few days of February is:
Monday, the 1st: 1:30 P.M.
Tuesday, the 2nd: 9 A.M.
Wednesday, the 3rd: 4:30 A.M.
Thursday, the 4th: 12 A.M. and 7:30 P.M.
Friday, Saturday and Sunday: add 19 and a half hours
So watch when you can. We can worship together every day!

COVID Time Capsule
Last spring we talked about putting together a time capsule containing items and
memories from the shut-down. We thought at that time that we’d be putting it together in June, 2020—just a couple months after the pandemic started. Now, almost a year later, we can finally see a glimmer of hope and a possible light at the
end of the tunnel, with the arrival of the vaccine.
Let’s put this time capsule together this June, 2021. The history committee and Mulvaney-Kemps will head the project,
and welcome all ideas for things to include.
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2020 Greeting Cards
Thanks to Sandy Skarda for all the greeting cards she sends from the Care & Nurture Committee on behalf of the church. During 2020, Sandy sent 315 cards—159 birthday cards, 28
anniversary cards, 21 get well cards, 9 sympathy cards, 93 thinking of you cards, and 5 welcome cards. She also sends Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas cards to our shut-ins.
Awesome job, Sandy!
Donations of unused birthday and anniversary cards are always welcome—both adult and
child. Sandy has an ample supple of miscellaneous and all-purpose cards. Donations may
be left at the church on Monday or Tuesday mornings.
If you know of someone who should be added to our greeting card list, let the office know.

Gift Ideas
Looking for a gift idea for that hard to buy for person? Now that the holidays are over, maybe not so much, but here’s
an idea to keep in mind. Consider making a donation to the church or another charity in their name. These cards are
now available at the church so that you can let the recipient know of your gift.

A gift has been given in
your honor to support

_____________________________
From _____________________________

Viroqua UMC December/January Giving
Thank you to those who have kept up with their giving during these uncertain times. This is so much appreciated, as
we do our best to continue God’s work. The amount needed each week to meet our 2021 Budget is $2,956.

November 22
November 29
December 6
December 13
December 20
December 27

$1,359
$1,381.15
$1,885
$1,728
$3,236
$3,236

January 3
January 10
January 17
January 24
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$2,026
$2,620
$1,350
$315

Administrative Council
January 19, 2021
Members Present: Gregory Cheever, Cavan Fang, Jolene Gudgeon, Aaron Hanson, Kathy Hanson, Phyllis
Kalnins, Pastor Erika, Kristen Parrott, Gregg Roberts.
Kathy gave a devotion from the Upper Room.
COVID Task Force Update—the Task Force will put out a statement later this week. Vernon County’s
numbers are down and In-Person worship is being considered.
COVID Time Capsule—it is time to start thinking about getting items together for the time capsule. The
History Committee and Mulvaney-Kemps will be asked to head this project.

Youth Leader—the position is being reposted now.
Committee Reports:
SPRC— No report
Missions— The first special offering Sunday of the year was held in January—Human Relations Sunday. New members
have been added to the committee as of the new year.
Trustees—See minutes elsewhere in this newsletter.
Worship —The committee will be meeting later this week to plan Lenten activities. A Lenten Devotional will be compiled
again this year with entries written by members.
Education– See minutes elsewhere in the newsletter.
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm. Next meeting February 16th @ 7:00 pm.
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Finance Committee
January 19, 2021, 6pm Zoom

Attendees: Pastor Erika, Kathy, Aaron, Phyllis, Gregg, Gregory, Cavan, Dan
Joys & Concerns: Ruby & Gus birthday wishes, Covid #'s are down, Cavan cooking show on YouTube,
Sunday School teachers, Calvin Morris for receiving award, the fatal snowmobile accident in northern
Wisconsin.
Opening prayer: Pastor Erika
Financial Secretary report: Received savings dividend check for $4,370.83 along with a Good Samaritan deposit of $200.
Covid Angel fund balance is $471.12. Report accepted as given
Treasurer Report: Reported year end results for 2020. Total giving for the budget was $103,937.53. Expenses for 2020
were $123,551 which was 86.06% of the approved budget. Additional giving of $3,584.48 was designated for Special
Sundays and local missions. There was $38,411 transferred from the Endowment and Trustee savings funds to help
cover the total expenses for the year. The checkbook balance at year end is $17,138.88. Report accepted as given.

Viroqua UMC can take much pride that 2020 Apportionments were 100% paid. Thank you.
Looking forward to 2021, the committee will focus on different fundraising ideas to include all church members taking
the position of being more proactive instead of reactive towards our financial commitments. The committee is looking
at implementing different options for electronic giving. Had a brief discussion about "The BIG Thing" event with no conclusions.
Meeting adjourned around 7:10 pm. Next meeting 2-15-2021 6pm.

Trustees Meeting
January 12, 2021 6 pm (Zoom)
Attendees: Gregory, Dale, Phyllis, Sandy, Pastor Erika

Opening prayer: Pastor Erika
First order of business was electing new officers for 2021. Pastor chaired this process. Nominations were as follows:
Aaron—chairman, Dale—co-chairman, Sandy—secretary, Greg—treasurer.
Nominations were closed, seconded and approved.
Business:
Bills:
 Chapel Thermostat
 Hauge Snow Removal

$304.72
$270

There has been a request to up-grade the bottom shelves of the office storeroom cabinets to sliding shelves.
Approved. Gregory will be asked to get an estimate (not to exceed $250) for new shelves.
Kathy is suggesting that the office computer needs up-dating. We agreed to the upgrade, asking her to get estimates and recommendations to present at the next meeting (2-9-21). Note: Any amount under $1,000 can be
covered by the Trustee account—any amount over $1,000 becomes a major repair.
The parsonage faucet is still leaking.
Phyllis reports a possible leak in the choir loft storeroom.
Chuck MK joined the meeting at 6:30 to advise us of checking for adequate air exchange in the church building
following CDC rules. Greg asked Chuck to email the link for info to trustees and Kathy for review. Further discussion will be held at the 2-9-21 meeting, to which Chuck is invited. No info is available as to what effect the vaccines will have on the opening of the building.
Meeting adjourned @ 6:48. Next meeting 2-9-21, 6 pm.
Sandra Skarda, Secretary
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Education Committee
January 11, 2021 @ 6:45 pm
Members present: Kathy Hanson, Holly Fanta, Avis Marino, Janette Hanson, Tabithah Sommerfeldt, Pastor Erika
Devotions and opening prayer given by Holly. Minutes read from last month's meeting.
The Zoom Sunday School class is not working out as well as we had all hoped. We will finish
out the material we have and regroup in February or March. We pondered different options
as well as having a children's sermon again during our regular Sunday worship service.
We discussed hiring a youth leader and applying for a grant to help pay the expenses.
Our January youth activity will be going snow tubing at Whitetail Ridge ski area at Fort McCoy. The youth fund will help out with
the admission fee.
Study materials have been ordered for our high school youth. Pastor Erika will teach this class with support from the Sunday
School teachers. We would like this group to meet at church when the building reopens.
Next meeting Monday, February 8th at 7:00 pm. Note time change.

Worship Committee
January 21, 2021
We are hopeful that in-person worship can soon resume. Our tentative target date is February 14, however, reopening
will be postponed if Vernon County’s case counts or other risk metrics get worse. Therefore, we encourage everyone
to continue following COVID safety guidelines (masking, distancing, etc.) and to sign up for the vaccine if you are 65 or
older, to help keep the COVID situation from getting any worse in our community.

You can borrow a hymnal for home use if you like to follow along with hymns on the radio or Facebook. Call the church
office if you would like to borrow a hymnal. Also contact the office if you would like printed copies of the bulletin each
week. We are experimenting with not announcing the numbers/titles before each hymn, so you will need a printed or
downloaded bulletin to help you find the right pages in your hymnal.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our church’s Lenten Devotional Booklet. Booklets will be distributed
soon, along with other items to help you observe the important season of Lent at home. The Ash Wednesday worship
service will be 1 p.m. on February 17, on Facebook Live. If the Sanctuary has been reopened by that time, then we will
have limited seating for in-person worship. Call the office for the most up-to-date information.
A Zoom Mardi Gras get-together will be held before Lent starts. Watch for more information about that.
We will meet next on Feb 18, at 6 p.m., to plan Holy Week and Easter worship activities. As always, we invite and welcome any suggestions or requests.
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open minds and open doors.

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR
REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES
(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line
(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage
encadenada100@hotmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, WI 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua
Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Wednesday 9:00 - 12:00 am

February Services
Sunday Morning Worship—10:30 am
Broadcast on
WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on
Facebook Live
Check Weekly for Possible In-Person Services

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement
The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly
share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
John Wesley
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