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“By the rivers of Babylon, we sat and wept 
    when we remembered Zion” 

Psalm 137:1 

 

The pain and desolation that we have experienced during the COVID-19 pandemic will persist 
even after everything returns to "normal."  When the immediate crisis is over, many people will 
have suffered unimaginable losses.  Many have lost family and friends. Others have lost their  
jobs or their businesses or even their homes.  We have all lost the security and stability that we 
had.  Everyone, absolutely everyone around the globe, has lost something; and, losses are always painful and cause 
anguish. 

Psalm 137 is a psalm that perfectly describes these feelings of desolation, deep sadness, and of a broken spirit.  It 
even describes how far we can go when our mind is in a state of alteration.  Being in the captivity of Babylon, the 
people of Israel remembered their time in Palestine, especially their festivals of praise to God.  They cried.  They 
could not sing so they hung their lyres in the willows.  Apparently, their captors asked them to sing.  In the ancient 
world, the Israelites were known for their songs; but, for them it was impossible to sing their happy songs because 
they were sad.  Moreover, it would be a sacrilege to sing these praises to Jehovah to entertain idol worshipers. 

At some point or perhaps at many moments, we all feel this way. Remembering how our lives were before confine-
ment, how many times do we sit on the edge of the couch or bed and cry.  We remember what it was like before we 
had to go out with a mask, before we were not able to greet or hug those we love, before there was so much death; 
yet we still have to put on a good face despite our sadness. 

But thank God, because we well know that the history of the People of God does not end there in the Rivers of Baby-
lon.  They were released from captivity and returned to the Land that God had given them where joy returned to 
their hearts and they sang again.  That promise is now also a reality for us. Little by little we are returning to the life 
we had before; and, although the return will not be immediate, today we can celebrate that we have started the path 
to liberation. 

Celebrating Easter this year in person is especially important because a year ago this long captivity was just begin-
ning. So, on the threshold of the celebration of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, let's celebrate that light is 
more powerful than darkness.  Let's celebrate that life has conquered death; and then, my dear friends, with joy in 
our hearts, let's sing again! 

 

Pastor Erika 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

God’s Blessings on You!Ann Carlow April 6th 

Colton Dustin April 9th 

Janet Schipper April 10th 

Connor Haakenson April 13th 

Dale Gudgeon April 15th 

Mitchell Hanson April 15th 

Melissa Haakenson April 18th 

Corey Starr April 18th 

Julia Haakenson April 21st 

Betty Ross April 23rd 

Cavan Fang April 25th 

Joe Dustin April 26th 

Matt McGarry April 26th 

Gradyn Hanson April 28th 

Janette Hanson April 28th 

Landen Starr April 28th 

Taylor Stalsberg April 29th 

 

God does nothing except in 

response to believing prayer. 

John Wesley 

OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC 

God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our  
talents and have the courage to use them to serve you and our community with 
unimagined new purposes on behalf of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

APRIL ANNIVERSARY 

John & Barb Huschka April 8th 
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Holy Week Activities 

Holy Week is the commemoration of the last days of our Lord Jesus Christ on earth. This week is a series of emotional 
ups and downs that are gradually tracing the path of the Messiah to Mount Calvary to suffer the worst of deaths in 
order to fulfill the mission that was entrusted to Him. Even so, death it’s not His destiny, it is rather the means for lat-
er being glorified, thus defeating death and celebrating life. Life in abundance. 

May this week we can find Our Savior and get closer and closer to the Heavenly Father, to be worthy of the promise of 
salvation and thus celebrate the precious Feast of Easter, the Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores 

 

Palm Sunday, March 28  10:30 am Worship together in the parking lot—also WVRQ & FB Live 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 5:30 pm Soup Supper on Zoom—eat soup together & visit 
    6:00 pm Communion Service on Zoom or Facebook Live 

Good Friday, April 2  1:00 pm Ecumenical Good Friday Service on WVRQ and Facebook Live 

Easter, April 4   7:00 am Sunrise Service in parking lot 
    Drive-by Breakfast Roll & Juice 
    10:30 am Easter  Worship—In-Person 

Holy Week Prayer Vigil 

The Holy Week Prayer Vigil will be observed in the following format. At 12:30 each day, you are invited to set aside a 
few minutes to pray. The idea is for us to be united in prayer together. Thus, the 12:30 time. Please know, however, 
that if you can’t make this time work, pray any time! Besides your own concerns, you are invited to pray for these 
things:  

12:30 pm Each Day Monday, March 29—Sunday, April 4 

Monday—Kids of the church/Open Hearts 

Tuesday—Church Leaders & Pastor/Wisdom for myself 

Wednesday –Our Church Family/Compassion 

Thursday— Present & Future of Our Church/Commitment 

Friday—People Who Are Ill Around the World/Forgiveness 

Saturday—Creation & Governments/Humbleness 

Sunday—Comfort, Gratitude, Joy 

Kids get together in the park 
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Easter Lilies 

Thank you to those who are donating Easter Lilies in memory or honor of loved ones. 
They are especially welcome this year as we gather In-Person in our beautiful sanctuary! 

In Loving Memory of:    Given by: 

Andrejs Kalnins & Janis Kalnins Phyllis & Maris Kalnins 

Aleksis and Hermine Kalnins Phyllis & Maris Kalnins 

Phyllis and Charles Castle Phyllis & Maris Kalnins 

Gwen B. and Raymond Kallhauge Phyllis & Maris Kalnins 

Lillian and Raymond Sloves Phyllis & Maris Kalnins 

Danny and Jay Casper Barb Casper 

Don and Deloris Hornby Farrington Joanne Hornby 

Byrce and Jackie Hornby Kimrey Joanne Hornby 

Art and Lynne Amundson Joanne Hornby 

Bob Hirschfield & Arnold Lewison Miny Hirschfield 

Jim & Marge Jeffery & Roy & Gert Swanson The Family 

Eldon & Leotta Farmer Jack & Mary Deters 

Helen and Jason Hornby The Hornby Family 

 

In Honor of Our Church Reopening Kathy Hanson 

Native American  Ministries Sunday 

Native American Ministries Sunday is celebrated by the United Methodist Church on the 3rd Sunday of Easter, which 
this year will be Sunday, April 18 (but we can celebrate it anytime).  One of six churchwide Special Sundays with offer-
ings, Native American Ministries Sunday reminds United Methodists of the gifts and contributions made by Native peo-
ple to our society.  

We are surrounded by reminders of the Native people among us and of their long history here.  Many of the names of 
our states, counties, cities, and rivers are Native names.  How many can you identify?  But watch out!  some will fool 
you, as they sound Native but were actually made up by land developers, novelists, etc. 

This special offering supports Native American outreach within annual conferences and across the United States, and 
provides seminary scholarships for Native students.  When you give generously on Native American Ministries Sunday, 
you equip seminary students who will honor and celebrate Native American culture in their ministries. You empower 
congregations to find fresh, new ways to minister to their communities with Christ’s love.   

If you would like to contribute to this offering, please make out your check to Viroqua UMC and write “Native Ameri-
can Ministries Sunday” on the memo line. 
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Administrative Council 

March 16, 2021 

Members Present: Gregory Cheever, Cavan Fang, Jolene Gudgeon, Aaron Hanson, Kathy Han-
son, Layne Hanson, Phyllis Kalnins, Pastor Erika, Kristen Parrott. 

Kathy opened with a a reading from our VUMC Lenten Devotional booklet. 

We have an applicant for the Youth Leader position. A Zoom interview will be held on Wednes-
day, March 24th. 

Kathy reported on the Easter morning schedule with an outdoor Sunrise Service @ 7:00 am, a 
drive-by breakfast roll and juice, and In-Person worship at 10:30. Holy Week packets will be 
distributed to homes before Palm Sunday. 

Committee Reports: 

Worship —Palm Sunday worshipers will meet in the parking lot. There will be a Maundy Thursday Soup Supper and 
worship service on Zoom and FB Live. Good Friday service @ 1:00 pm will be ecumenical and broadcast on WVRQ 
and FB Live. See minutes elsewhere the this newsletter. 

Education– See minutes elsewhere in the newsletter. 

 —The group attended an on-line training session on February 21. 

Trustees—Trustees are planning for reopening. See minutes elsewhere in this newsletter.  

Care & Nurture—The group is planning to deliver daffodils to homebound members mid-March. 

COVID Taskforce Update—In-person worship is being planned for Easter Sunday. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm. Next meeting April 20th @ 7:00 pm. 

Enduring Hope!  

Join our April Online Bible Studies! 

Throughout the past year, we’ve encountered plenty of darkness.  With natural 
disasters, civil unrest, heated political elections, and of course a global pandem-
ic causing illness, death, and social and economic hardships, there hasn’t been a 
lot to truly celebrate.  However, through it all we looked to the horizon for the 
dawn of a new day.  Hope persisted.  Hope for relief.  Hope for healing.  Hope-
for a return to a more “normal” way of life. 

Hope is at the heart of the Easter season and who we are as Christians.  As we 
journey through the month of April, we invite you to join us for two interactive 
online Bible studies focusing on hope. 

The first study, starting Wednesday, April 7th, is “The Reason For My Hope” based on messages from Billy Graham’s 
book “The Reason For My Hope: Salvation”.  This 15-day study will help us focus on the hope we have in Jesus Christ. 

Our second study “Who’s in Charge of a World That Suffers?” will start on Thursday, April 22nd and will help us answer 
why God allows suffering in the world.  Through this shorter, 5-day study we will find the peace and enduring hope that 
we all need in the midst of turmoil. 

To join these studies, follow the links below: 

“The Reason For My Hope” study: https://bible.com/p/40593116/15fdb0cd093d25d209a7043a498b1142  

“Who’s in Charge of a World That Suffers?” study: https://bible.com/
p/40593228/49895ce85ff4ef4d8a24671aea9154f9  

The online studies can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com website, which are free resources. In addition to 
wonderful devotional/reading plans, they provide a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the Bible in a wide 
variety of versions. The Bible App is available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at 
www.bible.com. 

https://bible.com/p/40593116/15fdb0cd093d25d209a7043a498b1142
https://bible.com/p/40593228/49895ce85ff4ef4d8a24671aea9154f9
https://bible.com/p/40593228/49895ce85ff4ef4d8a24671aea9154f9
http://www.bible.com
file:///C:/Users/user/Desktop/www.bible.com
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Viroqua UMC March Giving 

Thank you to those who have kept up with their giving during these uncertain times. This is so much appreciated, as 
we do our best to continue God’s work. The amount needed each week to meet our 2021 Budget is $2,956. 

March 7  $2,788 

March 14  $715 

March 21  $1,170 

Finance Committee 

March 16,2021, 6pm (Zoom) 

Attendee's: Pastor Erika, Kathy, Cavan, Dan, Layne, Gregory, Aaron, Gregg (from Hawaii) 

Joys & Concerns: New computer, Pastor travel to Mexico next month, and families in MN for kids in-
volved in a fatal car accident. 

Opening Prayer: Pastor Erika 

Financial Secretary shared update about online giving with Vanco.  Software will go live sometime in 
April. 

Treasurer report given and accepted.  Checkbook balance end of February $15,650.78.  First two months of apportion-
ments have been paid. 

Motion made and second to transfer $18,000 from the UM Foundation to Trustee Fund in the Financial Secretary ac-
count to have on hand for church building expenses. 

Motion made and second to transfer $395 from the Endowment fund to Treasurer checking to help pay for the new 
computer and update software for tracking memberships of the church. 

A thank you letter to be sent to a member of Viroqua UMC for a donation of $1,000 that was used to purchase a new 
computer and update membership software. 

Received information from Liberty Pole UMC about updating Security Certificate for website.  Cavan will follow up to 
verify if any action is needed by Viroqua UMC. 

Meeting adjourned at 7pm, next meeting April 20 6pm via zoom and will be led by Gregg Roberts.  

Trustees Meeting 

March 9, 2021 6 pm (Zoom) 

Attendees: Aaron, Gregory, Dale, Sandy, Pastor Erika Guests: Kathy, Chuck 

Opening prayer: Pastor Erika 

Kathy reported on the computer situation. Transfer of Shepherds Staff info—cost $650.00. Online version software 
setup is$200.00 plus $500.00 annual fee. 4 tutorial sessions are included. It’d be easier to use and offer a better 
system for financial and other areas use for many years to come. A Dell computer would be purchased for $667 
with setup. 

Gregory made a motion to get the online version ($700). He suggests that we agree to renew for 4 years and evalu-
ate how it’s going in 2025. Dale seconded. Motion approved. 

Software plus computer $1367.00 

Chuck found filters for the air conditioners at Agri-Center for $191.88. Most of the church windows do not open for 
cross ventilation and fans are not recommended. Recommended temps are 75-80 degrees with humidity at 50-
60%. Air system should be run 2 hours before and after worship. 

Bills: $191.88-filters, $360-snow removal, $76.30-buffer pads. May look for a local supplier. 

Strang will fix the leaks at the church and parsonage.  

Aaron will see to putting in the new filters before Easter. 

Next meeting, April 13. 
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On The Lighter Side 

Q: Q: Does February like March?   Q: What month of the year is the shortest? 
 A: No, but April May.    A: May – it only has 3 letters.  

Q: What kind of bunny can’t hop?  Q: What is a spring chick after it is five months old? 
 A: A chocolate one!     A: Six months old.  

Q: Why is the letter A like a flower?   Q: What did the dirt say to the rain? 
 A: A bee comes after it!      A: If this keeps up, my name will be mud.  

Q: Why did the farmer bury all his money?  Q: Why is everyone so tired on April 1st? 
 A: To make his soil rich!     A: Because they just finished a long 31-day March!  

Worship Committee 

March 18, 2021 6 pm (Zoom) 

Our target date for resuming in-person worship is Sunday April 4, Easter Sunday.  There will be a Sunrise Service in the 
parking lot led by the youth at 7 am, followed by a drive through breakfast snack at 7:30.  If there are any leftovers 
after 7:30, the drive through will reopen at about 10:00. 

The 10:30 service will be in-person in the Sanctuary, with Holy Communion.  We appreciate when people contact the 
office to let us know they are interested in attending in person, because it helps us be properly prepared.  But whether 
or not you call ahead, we look forward to seeing everyone again.  We will of course continue observing COVID proto-
cols including physical distancing, use of hand sanitizer, and mask wearing (including while singing).  And we pray that 
Easter worship will not only be joyful, but that it will go smoothly and safely so that we can keep meeting in-person 
and continue on the road back to normal worship. 

Before Easter, various Holy Week activities are planned.  A packet with Holy Week devotional materials will be distrib-
uted to each household—please contact the office if you did not receive a packet.   

For Palm Sunday, March 28, all are invited to worship in the parking lot, and we will wave our palm branches and honk 
our horns together.   

All through Holy Week, we ask everyone to set aside a few moments at 12:30 pm each day so the whole church family 
can be praying together.   

On Maundy Thursday, April 1, all are invited to a Zoom soup supper at 5:30 pm:  prepare your own soup at home, and 
we will gather online to eat the soup together and share fellowship.  Then at 6:00 we will continue with our Maundy 
Thursday worship service on Facebook Live.   

Contact the office if you did not get the link for the Zoom soup supper.  

The Community Good Friday worship service will be on Facebook Live and on the radio at 1 pm on April 2. 

Our next meeting will be Thursday May 6 at 6 pm, to plan Pentecost and summer activities. 

Education Committee 

March 8, 2021 at 7 p.m. via Zoom. 

Members present: Kathy Hanson, Pastor Erika, Holly Fanta, Avis Marino, Janette Hanson 

Holly read devotions from our Lenten devotional. 

Pastor Erika reported the confirmed kids' study group is planning to start Sunday, March 14th at 5:30 pm on zoom. 

Our March family activity is still up in the air and may be postponed to April. 

We are planning an Easter theme activity for the elementary and middle school kids at the park either March 23rd or 25th. 

Easter morning the youth will participate in our sunrise service. We are planning to release lanterns in the parking lot and 
pass out individually wrapped rolls and juice for a drive-by breakfast. We will ask Joanne Hornby to make her "famous" rolls 
for the congregation. 

Later in the spring or early summer the youth will make greeting cards for members to keep in touch. 

Pastor Erika led us in a closing prayer. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for April 12th at 7 pm. 
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly  
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you  

with open hearts, open minds and open doors. 
 

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR 

REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES 

(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line 

(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage  

encadenada100@hotmail.com 

CHURCH OFFICE 

221 S. Center Ave. 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org 

Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua 

Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  -  W ednesday  9:00 am  -  12:00 pm 

 

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,  
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.         John Wesley 

April Services 

Sunday Morning Worship—10:30 am 

In Person beginning on Easter 

Broadcast on 

WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on  
Facebook Live 

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement 

The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great  

Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly  

share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world. 


