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“Let the light of Jesus shine through you!”
We Are Easter People!
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Upcoming Events
Good Friday Worship
Fri., Apr. 2nd
3 p.m. @ New Hope UMC
7 p.m. @ Liberty Pole UMC
Easter Sunday &
Communion Sunday
Sun. Apr. 4th
Liberty Pole Board Meeting
Tue., Apr. 6th, 6:30 p.m.
New Hope Board Meeting
Sun., Apr. 11th, 11:30 a.m.
Lefse Making Day
Sat., Apr. 17th
Retreat Board Meeting
Wed. Apr. 21st, 6:30 p.m.
Community Breakfast
Sat., Apr. 24th, 8 – 10:30 a.m.
Together in Christ Study
Tues. @ 6:30 p.m. Online
Wednesday Bible Study
Noon @ New Hope
Food Pantry Open
Every Thursday
9 – 11 a.m.

Easter is upon us once again! To help everyone
embrace the true meaning of this season, we
have several wonderful opportunities for you to
join us for reflection and worship!
On Good Friday (Apr. 2nd), you will have two
opportunities to join us in worship. You can
choose to join us at either the New Hope UMC at
3 p.m. or the Liberty Pole UMC at 7 p.m. for a
special and meaningful worship service. All are
welcome to attend, so pick the service that works
best for you and your family!
Then, on April 4th, the big day! Easter! You,
your family and friends are invited to celebrate the glory and miracle of Easter
morning with our church families at the Retreat UMC at 8 a.m., Liberty Pole UMC
at 9:15 a.m., and New Hope UMC at 10:30 a.m. Come and join us as we celebrate
the resurrection of Jesus!
†

Reconnect with Your Neighbors!
Has it felt about a year since you last had a good chat with your neighbors? Now
that people are becoming vaccinated for the coronavirus and restrictions are
starting to lift, the Retreat UMC is excited to invite you to the first Community
Breakfast of 2021! On Saturday, April 24th from 8 to 10:30 a.m., come over to the
Retreat UMC Fellowship Hall for a delicious breakfast and wonderful fellowship
with your friends and neighbors! In the event of nice weather, outside dining will
be available to increase physical distancing. If you feel uncomfortable eating in
public at this time, curbside pickup will also be available. To place your order, call
(608) 648-3435 during the breakfast.
As before, the breakfast is free and open to everyone in the surrounding
community. While the meal is free to all, if you desire to give a freewill donation,
anything collected will be sent to the New Hope UMC Food Pantry to help our
neighbors in need! The Retreat UMC will also be selling packages of lefse during
the breakfast. Each package contains a dozen lefse sheets and will be sold for $15.
Proceeds from the lefse sale will go towards
the church’s capital campaign.
So come over for breakfast (on us!) on April
24th and reconnect with your friends and
neighbors. Hope to see you there!
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Go… and Share Your Story

We’ve all been Peter.
At some time in our life, we’ve all been the person who dismissed an idea and later came back to understand and
even champion that idea. We’ve all rushed in and then later wondered what we were doing. I like Peter’s duality – his
steadfast leadership and his humble awareness of his lack of preparedness for his calling. I relate to that.
Peter’s faith went through a series of leaps and bounds with each event building on the last to propel him to
become a disciple known for his commitment to Christ. He became more devout, more outspoken, and more
evangelical after the resurrection and came to realize just how precious that journey with Christ truly was.
At Easter, we refocus ourselves spiritually on the glory of the resurrection. Its right that we should reflect on what
this most important event in Christ’s life means to us. I hope you have found in the culmination of your Lenten time of
self-reflection, the ways and places you find your strength. I pray your faith has been enriched through the tools you
received and that you are continuing to seek depth in your relationship with the Savior.
Going forward from Easter, we have a definite responsibility. Like
Peter, our commission from Christ is to go and make disciples. Go
and live your faith. Go and share your testimony. Go and love the
Lord. You see the similar word there is GO. That means we are called
by God to take our belief with us wherever we are and find ways to
share what we know as children of faith. It’s why I end each worship
service with the admonition to Go in Peace. Take what you have
learned and do something with it.
Sharing our faith is both the easiest and the hardest thing we will
ever do as a Christian. We’re not comfortable doing this in any form.
So, following Easter, we’re going to take a look at this uncomfortable
topic and try to understand why we find it so hard to talk about the
most amazing event in the history of the world and why we can’t
articulate what our own transformation has meant for us.
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth!

†

Pastor Pam’s Weekly Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Saturdays
By appointment

The pastor is often away from the office for visitation or meetings.
Please call the parsonage (608) 648-2528 and leave a message
or contact by cell phone (text or call) at (989) 666-1277.
The Driftless Regional Ministry office is located at E2286 Hwy 82 in De Soto.
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A Mission Moment

We are back! It is so wonderful to be back worshipping in person! Our
ability to do some mission work shows. It certainly paid off to keep the
contacts with our church families throughout this past few months.
Mission comes in so many ways!
We will soon be focusing on ingathering needs. The list was in last
month’s newsletter, and will be a separate insert in our bulletins soon
after Easter. I hope each of you will be able to contribute what you can.
As we resume services, we will also have discussions on what we want to
keep doing, and what changes we want to make. An important part of our
mission is to grow. Please pray about this topic and help us to continue to
grow our churches.
Your sister in Christ,
Barb Robson
†

Sunday School Fun Continues!
Sunday School Fun will explore Psalms until the end of May. Psalms means “praise songs” in
Hebrew. Find out what’s cool and amazing about the Psalms and journey with us through the Bible
with stories, games, and crafts. To receive an activity pack full of FUN, send your mailing address
to loverocks@mwt.net.
†

Worship Wherever You Are!
As we prepare for a return to public, in-person worship, we
want to re-assure you that our virtual worship opportunities will
continue, albeit with a few changes. We will continue to record
our weekly worship service and upload them to our Facebook and
YouTube (Driftless Ministries) pages as well as our website
(driftlessministry.org) and for viewing on Vernon Communications
Cable Channel 15. However, after Sunday, March 7th, we will not
have a 9 a.m. online service on Facebook like we’ve experienced
the past several months. The worship video will be available later
Sunday afternoon or evening as time will be needed for editing
and uploading to the various platforms.
As always, we encourage you to share these videos with your
friends and online community. They are a great tool that we can
utilize to spread the message of God’s love for all! Plus, they are a
great introduction to our family of faith.
†

Journey through the Bible with Us!
We invite you to join us as we work our way through the Bible, studying
God’s Word and discovering how it applies to our lives today! Our group
meets at NOON every Wednesday at the New Hope UMC. It is never too late
to jump in to God’s Word, so come and join us for in-depth study and
discussion!
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Prayers for April

Each day of the week, use this simple prayer starter as part of your conversation with God. Copies of these prayers
are distributed on the last Sunday of each month in the bulletin; extra copies are available to place in different
locations to help us remember to pray.
Monday
Dear Lord let me pause and reflect on Christ’s love for me. Let
me share that love with all who cross my path as my
expression for my love for Christ.
Tuesday
Christ my faith is in You alone. With every aspect of my life,
let me place my hope and trust in Your infinite wisdom and
Your boundless grace.
Wednesday
God I feel small and weak sometimes, overwhelmed by what
is before me. With You, I am not small at all. I am strong and
able to serve You.
Thursday
Lord, make me a faithful steward of the gifts You have given me, and let me share those gifts with others. May I
always give from a willing and caring heart.
Friday
Yes, Lord. I am Your creation. You created me for a reason. Let me do Your work by seeking Your will and living it,
knowing that when I trust in You, my Creator, I am eternally blessed.
Saturday
Holy Spirit fill me. There’s a lot ahead for our church and I’m not sure what all of it means, but whatever You have in
store for us, keep me focused on serving You and away from distractions.
Sunday
Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. ~Psalms 119:105
Anytime
Prepare my heart Lord, for whatever today holds.
Whatever lay before me Lord, You are already there.
I trust in Your path and hold tight to Your Word.
†

Make a Difference! Attending Upcoming Church Meetings!
Being an active part of your church is vital to the life of your church! We encourage everyone to come and
participate in the discussions at your respective church board/council meeting. All church members have a vote and
all ideas are welcome. Join us at your next church meeting and make a difference!
Liberty Pole UMC Board Meeting
Tues., April 6th @ 6:30 p.m.
at Liberty Pole UMC

New Hope UMC Board Meeting
Sun., April 11th @ 11:30 a.m.
at New Hope UMC

Retreat UMC Board Meeting
Wed., April 21st @ 6:30 p.m.
at Retreat UMC Fellowship Hall

Liberty Pole, New Hope & Retreat United Methodist Churches – Visit us online at: www.driftlessministry.org
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Enduring Hope! Join our April Online Bible Studies!
Throughout the past year, we’ve encountered plenty of darkness. With natural
disasters, civil unrest, heated political elections, and of course a global pandemic
causing illness, death, and social and economic hardships, there hasn’t been a lot
to truly celebrate. However, through it all we looked to the horizon for the dawn
of a new day. Hope persisted. Hope for relief. Hope for healing. Hope for a
return to a more “normal” way of life.
Hope is at the heart of the Easter season and who we are as Christians. As we
journey through the month of April, we invite you to join us for two interactive
online Bible studies focusing on hope.
The first study, starting Wednesday, April 7th, is “The Reason For My Hope”
based on messages from Billy Graham’s book “The Reason For My Hope: Salvation”. This 15-day study will help us
focus on the hope we have in Jesus Christ.
Our second study “Who’s in Charge of a World That Suffers?” will start on Thursday, April 22nd and will help us
answer why God allows suffering in the world. Through this shorter, 5-day study we will find the peace and enduring
hope that we all need in the midst of turmoil.
To join these studies, follow the links below:
“The Reason For My Hope” study: https://bible.com/p/40593116/15fdb0cd093d25d209a7043a498b1142
“Who’s in Charge of a World That Suffers?” study:
https://bible.com/p/40593228/49895ce85ff4ef4d8a24671aea9154f9
The online studies can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com website, which are free resources. In
addition to wonderful devotional/reading plans, they provide a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the Bible
in a wide variety of versions. The Bible App is available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at
www.bible.com.
†

Join our team!
An Online Mission Team recently formed. Amanda Hickok, Marla Withey, and Christine
Harrington are teaming up to continue reaching out with our online Worship. More team members
are always welcome. Contact Christine at mypermission.net@gmail.com to learn how you can get
involved. It’s easier than you think. For His Glory!
†

Help Us Keep the Area Clean!
We are called to be stewards of all God has given us – and that includes the
planet on which we live! To help you with this goal, you are invited to help the
Retreat & New Hope UMC’s with their spring roadside cleanup. Mark your
calendars now for Saturday, May 8th when the churches will be cleaning the
HWY 82 roadside between Retreat and Red Mound. More details will appear in
the next newsletter, but please make plans now to participate!

Liberty Pole, New Hope & Retreat United Methodist Churches – Visit us online at: www.driftlessministry.org
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Secure Online Giving Now Available!

It is now easier than ever to financially support the ministries of our churches! Safe and secure online giving is now
available for the Liberty Pole, New Hope, and Retreat UMCs on our website: https://www.driftlessministry.org!
To give to your desired church, simply go
to https://www.driftlessministry.org and
click on the “Giving” link in the main menu
OR scroll down the main page and click on
the “Ways to Give” box below the church
pictures. This will take you to our new
giving page!

Once on this new page, scroll towards the bottom and
click on the green “Give Online to [Name of Church]” button
for the church that you want to donate to.

A window opens for you to enter your amount and name. Choose a debit/credit
card or enter your bank account information and your contribution will be
withdrawn.
Your account and card information is encrypted by the company Tithe.ly. No one at
the church will ever see your card or account information. You can decide if you
want this to be a recurring payment or you can visit the site to make your
contribution at any time. There is a fee* associated with the online transaction. You
can choose to add the fee to your contribution or have the fee deducted from your
contribution.
Choose the Sign In option to create an account to
keep track of all your contributions and make your
next giving even easier. The financial secretary will
still issue you a giving statement.
Give it a try! You’ll be impressed with how simple it is.

* For Debit or credit cards, the fee is 2.9% + 30 cents per transaction. For bank account transfers, the fee is 1% + 30 cents per transaction.
Liberty Pole, New Hope & Retreat United Methodist Churches – Visit us online at: www.driftlessministry.org
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Growing in Faith TOGETHER!

Throughout Lent, several members of the
Retreat and New Hope UMCs gathered
virtually via Zoom for a small group study
created by our conference. The study focused
on radical inclusion and racial justice through a
scriptural focus. There was plenty of insightful
and fruitful discussion and it was great to be
able to gather from the comfort of our homes.
With this study drawing to a close just after
Easter, the group has decided to continue
meeting together on Tuesday evenings with a
new study. Starting on Tuesday, April 13th at
6:30 p.m., the group will start working through
Marla Withey, Jeff Nelson, Joan Seymour, Amanda Hickok (not pictured),
“One: A Small Group Journey Toward LifeJodi Waddell (not pictured), and Gloria Warmuth (not pictured)
Changing Community.” Through this study,
gathered throughout Lent for a small group study.
the group hopes to form a close-knit
community in which they can grow in faith together. And they are inviting YOU to be a part of it! If you are
interested in joining this study, please reach out to Marla Withey or Jeff Nelson. Everyone in the group is hoping you
will consider making our discussion a part of your weekly journey!
Growing in Faith Small Group
Tuesday Evenings, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
via ZOOM meetings
Starting Tuesday, April 13th
†

A Little Touch of Uff Da and a Whole Lot of Lefse!

Lynn Nelson, Carol Gilman, and Gary Nummerdor making lefse and having fun!
*Picture from Nov. 2020 lefse making event.*

In mid-March, several members and friends of
the Retreat UMC gathered in the Retreat UMC
Fellowship Hall for several hours of fellowship and
fun while making lefse for future fundraisers.
There was plenty of laughter and everyone had a
blast. By the end of the day, the group had made
several batches of the mouthwatering Norwegian
treat.
Coming up on Saturday, April 17th, the group
plans to meet again for another day of lefsemaking fun. Everyone is invited to participate and
join in the fun – even if you don’t know how to
make lefse, the group is willing to teach you! All of
the lefse created during the event will be sold as a
fundraiser to help raise funds for the church’s
capital campaign. For more information on the
lefse-making day or the fundraiser, please contact
Lynnell Nummerdor at (608) 648-2529.

Liberty Pole, New Hope & Retreat United Methodist Churches – Visit us online at: www.driftlessministry.org
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Shining Celebrations!
Birthdays
Lloyd Dalton Hardy – Apr. 1st
Cindy Noel – Apr. 2nd
Carrie Brinkman – Apr. 4th
Elizabeth Hammond – Apr. 5th
Hannah Hammond – Apr. 5th
Ryan Isbell – Apr. 7th
Jeffrey Matson – Apr. 8th
Jean Roach – Apr. 11th

Wesley Funk – Apr. 14th
Alice Long – Apr. 16th
Kevin Robson – Apr. 16th
Phyllis Skarda – Apr. 17th
Janet Thompson – Apr. 17th
Kevin Nelson – Apr. 18th
Barb Bargabos – Apr. 20th
Robbin Henchen – Apr. 20th

Alice Diehl – Apr. 21st
Larry Stegall – Apr. 26th
Rick Inman – Apr. 27th
Brock Taylor – Apr. 28th
Matt Johnson – Apr. 30th
Jason Nelson – Apr. 30th

Anniversaries
William & Sandra Marohl – Apr. 7th
Gary & Shirley Haakenson – Apr. 12th
Ben & Lauren Hanson – Apr. 17th
Ryan & Angie Isbell – Apr. 17th

John & Rita Burckhardt – Apr. 21st
Rueben & Sara Hanson – Apr. 21st
Carl & Barb Bargabos – Apr. 22nd
Dale & Alice Long – Apr. 24th

Did we miss your birthday, anniversary, or other special day?
Let us know! E-mail us at retreat-umc@driftlessministry.org.
Please Keep Them In Your Prayers!
We have many in our churches and around the world that we want you to keep in your prayers. Please keep the
following people and groups in your prayers:









Retreat UMC: Ron Hanson & Marla Withey
Liberty Pole UMC: Jeff Matson
New Hope UMC: Gloria Warmuth, Mae Ames, Marion Whitney, Jesse, Doris Parr, Elaine Baker, & Edie Stalsburg
The United Methodist Church
Our Military – at home and abroad
Our Nation & Leaders
Peace in our world
The Ministry of the Driftless Region

Church Contacts
Pastor Pam Harkema – Cell: (989) 666-1277
Parsonage: (608) 648-2528
pastor@driftlessministry.org
SPRC Chair – Barb Robson (608) 606-5809
Lay Leaders – Debbie Groves: (608) 648-3684
Barb Robson (608) 606-5809
Jeffery Nelson: (608) 379-2933
Food Pantry – Tim & Mary Green: (608) 648-3636

Liberty Pole, New Hope & Retreat United Methodist Churches – Visit us online at: www.driftlessministry.org
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26

25

12

5
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New Hope
Board Meeting
11:30 a.m.

11

Communion
Sunday

4

Confirmation
Class
Every Sunday
@ 4 p.m.

Sunday
Tuesday

Newsletter
Submission
Deadline

Growing in Faith
Small Group
6:30 p.m.

27

Growing in Faith
Small Group
6:30 p.m.

20

Growing in Faith
Small Group
6:30 p.m.

Liberty Pole
Board Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Together in
Christ Study
6:30 p.m.
13

6

Driftless Regional Ministry
Office Hours
Mon. - Thu. 8:30 a. – 4:30 p.
Office phone: (608) 648-2528
Cell phone: (989) 666-1277
www.driftlessministry.org

Monday

Bible Study
Noon
@ New Hope

Bible Study
Noon
@ New Hope

28

Retreat UMC
Board Meeting
6:30 p.m.

21 Bible Study
Noon
@ New Hope

Bible Study
Noon
@ New Hope

14

7

Wednesday

April 2021

Maundy
Thursday

Food Pantry Open
9 – 11 a.m.

29

Food Pantry Open
9 – 11 a.m.

22

Food Pantry Open
9 – 11 a.m.

15

Food Pantry Open
9 – 11 a.m.

8

Food Pantry Open
9 – 11 a.m.

1

Thursday

Pastor Sabbath

Pastor Sabbath
30

Pastor Sabbath
23

Pastor Sabbath
16

2 Good Friday
Worship Service
3 p.m. @
New Hope
7 p.m. @
Liberty Pole
Pastor Sabbath
9

Friday

Community
Breakfast
8 – 10:30 a.m.
@ Retreat UMC
Fellowship Hall

24

17
Lefse Making
Day
@ Retreat UMC
Fellowship Hall

10

3

Saturday
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