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“By the rivers of Babylon, we sat and wept 
when we remembered Zion” 

Psalm 137:1 
The pain and desolation that we have experienced during the COVID-19 
pandemic will persist even after everything returns to "normal."  When the 
immediate crisis is over, many people will have suffered unimaginable losses.  
Many have lost family and friends. Others have lost their jobs or their 
businesses or even their homes.  We have all lost the security and stability that 
we had.  Everyone, absolutely everyone around the globe, has lost something; 
and losses are always painful and cause anguish. 
 
Psalm 137 is a psalm that perfectly describes these feelings of desolation, deep sadness, and of a broken spirit.  It 
even describes how far we can go when our mind is in a state of alteration.  Being in the captivity of Babylon, the 
people of Israel remembered their time in Palestine especially their festivals of praise to God.  They cried.  They 
could not sing so they hung their lyres in the willows.  Apparently, their captors asked them to sing.  In the ancient 
world, the Israelites were known for their songs; but, for them it was impossible to sing their happy songs because 
they were sad.  Moreover, it would be a sacrilege to sing these praises to Jehovah to entertain idol worshipers. 
 
At some point or perhaps at many moments, we all feel this way. Remembering how our lives were before 
confinement, how many times do we sit on the edge of the couch or bed and cry.  We remember what it was like 
before we had to go out with a mask, before we were not able to greet or hug those we love, before there was so 
much death; yet we still have to put on a good face despite our sadness. 
 
But thank God because we well know that the history of the People of God does not end there in the Rivers of 
Babylon. They were released from captivity and returned to the Land that God had given them where joy returned 
to their hearts and they sang again.  That promise is now also a reality for us. Little by little we are returning to the 
life we had before; and, although the return will not be immediate, today we can celebrate that we have started 
the path to liberation. 
Celebrating Easter this year in person is especially important because a year ago this long captivity was just 
beginning. So, on the threshold of the celebration of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, let's celebrate that 
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light is more powerful than darkness.  Let's celebrate that life has conquered death; and then, my dear friends, 
with joy in our hearts, let's sing again. 
 
May God be with all of you,  
Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores 

 
Pastor Erika’s Schedule: 
 
Pastor Erika will be on vacation from April 5-May 3. 
 
During her vacation, if you have any emergency spiritual needs, 
Pastor Jorge is available.  
Please contact Pastor Jorge at 608-359-8181 

 
April Birthdays       

April 17 – Roger Zogg  
 

 
Funday Sunday School   
We’ve been learning about the miracles of Jesus: calming the storm, feeding 5000 
people, healing the sick and walking on water. We also learned about the events of 
Holy Week and that because Jesus loves us, He died on the cross and rose again to 
bring us eternal life with Him.   
 
We will not have Zoom Sunday School on Easter Sunday, April 4.  We’ll resume again 
on April 11 – May 2. Join us on Zoom, Sunday evenings at 6:30 PM.   
We will be talking about how we might meet in person with warmer weather 

coming, what that could look like, and how often.  

 
Mission of the Month – La Crosse Area Autism Foundation  
April is International Autism Awareness Month and is our mission of the month. 
According to the CDC, 1 in 54 children are diagnosed on the autism spectrum disorder 
nationally.  Having a child with autism can produce a financial strain on many area 
families and there are not enough resources for these struggling families to go around.  
Thankfully, the La Crosse Area Autism Foundation is there to help!  This amazing organization helps local families 
navigate this mysterious disease.  The La Crosse Area Autism Foundation's goal is to provide local families with 
resources, tools, education and support groups, and is dedicated to help find a cure for autism.  One hundred 
percent of the funds they raise stays locally to assist families with transportation, devices, and programs that will 
directly benefit the child. LAF is recognized as tax exempt and your donation is tax deductible!  Please consider this 
organization as your mission of the month and help some area families who are very much in need.  To give online, 
please go to http://www.laxautism.org.  You can also find more detailed information about this organization at 
that web site.  If you prefer to give through the church, please make checks payable to the church with La Crosse 
Area Autism Foundation (LAF) on the memo line.   
 

Contact Information: 
 

Cell Phone:  919-478-3584 
Direct Office Phone:  608-638-7627 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 
Email: pastor-vw@driftlessministry.org 

 
 

http://www.laxautism.org/
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Daily Prayers for April  
Each day of the week use these simple prayer starters as part of your daily conversation 
with God.  
 
Monday:  
Dear Lord let me pause and reflect on Christ’s love for me. Let me share that love with all 
who cross my path as my expression for my love for Christ. 
 
Tuesday:    
Christ my faith is in You alone. With every aspect of my life, let me place my hope and trust in Your infinite wisdom 
and Your boundless grace. 
 
Wednesday:  
God I feel small and weak sometimes, overwhelmed by what is before me. With You, I am not small at all. I am 
strong and able to serve You. 
 
Thursday:  
Lord, make me a faithful steward of the gifts You have given me, and let me share those gifts with others. May I 
always give from a willing and caring heart. 
 
Friday: 
Yes, Lord. I am Your creation. You created me for a reason. Let me do Your work by seeking Your will and living it, 
knowing that when I trust in You, my Creator, I am eternally blessed. 
 
Saturday:   
Holy Spirit fill me. There’s a lot ahead for our church and I’m not sure what all of it means, but whatever You have 
in store for us, keep me focused on serving You and away from distractions. 
 
Sunday: 
Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. ~ Psalms 119:105 
 
Anytime: 
Prepare my heart Lord, for whatever today holds. 
Whatever lay before me Lord, You are already there. 
I trust in Your path and hold tight to Your Word. 

 
Holy Week Activities 
Sunday, March 28 – Palm Sunday Service at 9:00 AM 
Thursday, April 1 – Maundy Thursday Services 6:00 PM at Viroqua UMC and 
7:30 PM at Westby UMC 
Friday, April 2 – Good Friday Service 1:00 PM at Viroqua UMC 
Sunday, April 4 – Easter Sunday Service at 9:00 AM 
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April Online Study – Alive: Lent Devotional 
Throughout the past year, we’ve encountered plenty of darkness.  With natural 
disasters, civil unrest, heated political elections, and of course a global pandemic 
causing illness, death, and social and economic hardships, there hasn’t been a lot to 
truly celebrate.  However, through it all we looked to the horizon for the dawn of a 
new day.  Hope persisted.  Hope for relief.  Hope for healing.  Hope for a return to a 
more “normal” way of life. 
 

Hope is at the heart of the Easter season and who we are as Christians.  As we journey through the month of April, 
we invite you to join us for two interactive online Bible studies focusing on hope. 
 
The first study, starting Wednesday, April 7th, is “The Reason For My Hope” based on messages from Billy 
Graham’s book “The Reason For My Hope: Salvation”.  This 15-day study will help us focus on the hope we have in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Our second study “Who’s in Charge of a World That Suffers?” will start on Thursday, April 22nd and will help us 
answer why God allows suffering in the world.  Through this shorter, 5-day study we will find the peace and 
enduring hope that we all need in the midst of turmoil. 
To join these studies, follow the links below: 
“The Reason For My Hope”: https://bible.com/p/40593116/15fdb0cd093d25d209a7043a498b1142  
“Who’s in Charge of a World That Suffers?”: https://bible.com/p/40593228/49895ce85ff4ef4d8a24671aea9154f9 
 
The links for this study can also be found on our website at: http://driftlessministry.org/learn-grow/growth-
adults/online-bible-study/. The online study can be accessed through the Bible App, which is a free resource. In 
addition to wonderful devotional/reading plans, it also provides a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the 
Bible in a wide variety of versions. It’s available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at 
www.bible.com. 

 
Growing in Faith Study Group  
Our Growing in Faith study group will be starting a new study topic this month. We will be 
studying the book of Romans with some guidance from Max Lucado. We are going to read and 
discuss Max Lucado’s book Life Lessons from Romans. This book covers the major aspects of the 
book of Romans and includes questions and inspirational thoughts to help us better understand 
this book of the Bible. There are twelve lessons in this book, so we hope to be able to discuss two 
lessons each study session. 
The study sessions in April will be on Wednesday, April 14th and 28th. Both sessions will begin at 6:00 PM and will 
be held, in person, at the church. We will discuss lessons 1 & 2 on the 14th and lessons 3 & 4 on the 28th. If you are 
interested in joining us for this study group and want assistance with ordering a book, please contact Verna Drake 
or Linda Weilnau by Sunday, April 4th. 

 
Easter Sunday Service – Parking Lot Service 
Weather permitting, we will be having our Easter Sunday worship service in the parking 
lot. If plans change, we will be calling everyone to let them know. 
Please plan on joining us for Easter Sundy worship in the church parking lot! 
See you on Easter Sunday at 9:00 AM! 

 

https://bible.com/p/40593116/15fdb0cd093d25d209a7043a498b1142
https://bible.com/p/40593228/49895ce85ff4ef4d8a24671aea9154f9
http://driftlessministry.org/learn-grow/growth-adults/online-bible-study/
http://driftlessministry.org/learn-grow/growth-adults/online-bible-study/
file:///C:/Users/Paul/Documents/Linda/Church%20Newsletter/Mar2021/www.bible.com
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Sunday Worship Services – In-Person and via Zoom   
We are now able to have in-person worship services again and will 
continue to offer participation in worship via Zoom for those who 
don’t feel comfortable doing in-person worship yet. 
 
For in-person worship, we require everyone to wear a mask and 
practice social distancing, by sitting 6 feet apart in the sanctuary. We 
will continue to send out the Zoom meeting information each week for 
those who will be joining worship via Zoom.  
 

If you are not able to join us for worship in person or via Zoom, you can listen to the Viroqua UMC worship service 
on WVRQ 1360 AM radio at 10:30 AM on Sunday mornings. If you subscribe to Vernon Communications cable TV, 
the Sunday morning message is broadcast at the following times on channel 15. Please note there is a new 
schedule, as of Feb 15, 2021. 
o Mondays: 8:00 PM 
o Tuesdays: 6:00 PM 
o Wednesdays: 4:00 PM 
o Thursdays: 2:00 PM 

o Fridays: 12:00 PM 
o Saturdays: 10:00 AM 
o Sundays: 1:30 AM & 11:00 PM

 
The sermon messages can also be viewed on the website at http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-
sermons/ or live on the Viroqua UMC Facebook page on Sundays at 10:30 AM. 

 
Westby United Methodist Church - Board Meeting  March 17, 2021 

 
Present: Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores, Tim Gaskell, Jane Gaskell, Jean Shore, Ardith Hoff, Verna Drake, Julie Fargen 
and Linda Weilnau 
Opening:  Pastor Erika opened with prayer. 
 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the February board meeting were emailed to the board and published in the 
March newsletter, so they could be reviewed prior to the meeting. Ardith Hoff and Julie Fargen motioned to 
approve the minutes. Motion passed. 
Treasurer’s Report: Verna Drake provided the financial reports for February. The financial reports included the 
report for the month of February, Year-to-Date, special accounts, and the credit card statement. These reports 
were emailed to the board prior to the meeting. Jean Shore and Ardith Hoff motioned to approve the minutes. 
Motion passed. 
 
Old Business: 

 Holy Week Package – Help Viroqua UMC put together packages? – Pastor Erika said help is needed for 
delivering the packages to our congregation prior to Palm Sunday, March 28th. Pastor Erika will drop off 
the packages at our church on Wednesday, March 24th. Verna Drake volunteered to help deliver the 
packages. 

 Other Plans for Holy Week – Currently have planned for Maundy Thursday service at 7:30 PM – It was 
decided to not be concerned with having palms for Palm Sunday since we don’t have any youth 
attending the in-person worship service at this time. We need to add communion cups to the packages 
for doing communion on Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday. We will not be doing anything for Good 
Friday. Viroqua has a Good Friday service that will be broadcast on the radio and Facebook at 1:00 PM 
that day. 

http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-sermons/
http://driftlessministry.org/worship/sermons/vw-sermons/
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New Business: 
 Special Plans for Easter Sunday Service? Possibly Outside? – We will consider having our Easter Sunday 

worship service outside. We discussed the temperature and decided it would need to be 40⁰ or higher 
to have the service outside. If we need to change to inside, we’ll use the phone tree to let everyone 
know. We’ll look at the temperatures on Thursday or Friday to make this decision. 

 Sermon Coverage for April 11-May 2 (Pastor Erika on vacation April 6-May 1) – Pastor Erika had sent an 
email about this. Cavan Fang is speaking on April 11, April 18 is currently open, Ardith Hoff is speaking 
on April 25 and Tim Gaskell is speaking on May 2. Pastor Erika may still need to quarantine on May 9, so 
she can present the message via Zoom. 

 Church Goals – Should we review church goals and adjust due to pandemic? – It was decided to 
consider re-evaluating our church goals in August. 

 Online Giving Option? – Linda Weilnau reported that Liberty Pole, New Hope and Retreat UMCs are 
going to start using online giving through Tithe.ly and explained the expenses involved. We need to add 
a SSL (secure socket layer) certificate to the website as a security measure for this. This would cost an 
additional $100 per year in our website fees. This extra fee would be divided between the churches 
that are using online giving. Tithe.ly charges a transaction fee and a percentage for each online giving 
transaction. It was decided to not add online giving for our church at this time. We don’t want any 
other additional yearly expenses right now. 

 Change Meeting Time for Study Group – Linda Weilnau suggested the possibility of changing the 
Wednesday evening study group time to start later than 6:00 PM. It was decided to leave it at the 6:00 
PM start time. 
 

Business from Board Committees: 
 Trustees – We need to figure out something to put on top of the light for the west entrance to prevent 

the robins from building a nest on top of the light. The fire inspection was done. We also need to see if 
the awning above the west entrance was caulked. 

 SPRC - No report at this time 
 Worship - No report at this time 
 Education – There have been 3 regular students participating in Funday Sunday school. They are 

studying the miracles of Jesus. Pastor Erika and Tim and teaching the lessons. 
 Lay Leadership – Ardith Hoff will work to find someone to speak on April 18. 
 Missions - The mission of the month for April is the La Crosse Area Autism Foundation. 

 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Erika will prepare the basic parts of the bulletins for April 11-May 2 and send them to Linda 
Weilnau before she leaves. The guest speakers can change the bulletins if they want to. Pastor Jorge will be 
available in case of an emergency while Pastor Erika is on vacation. 
 
Jean Shore motioned to adjourn. Meeting was adjourned. 

Minutes submitted by Linda Weilnau 
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April 2021 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 
 

1 
7:30 PM – 
Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 

2 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

3 
 

4      Easter Sunday! 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (Communion) - 
(Parking Lot Service) 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (In-Person & 
Zoom) 
 
6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

12 
 
 

13 
 

14  
6:00 PM – Study 
Group (In Person) 

 

15 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 

18   
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (In-Person & 
Zoom) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
6:00 PM – Church 
Board Meeting (In 
Person) 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25  
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (In-Person & 
Zoom) 

6:30 PM – Funday 
Sunday School (meet 
via Zoom) 

26 
 

 

27 28 
6:00 PM – Study 
Group (In Person) 

29 30 
 

 

 

Remember to join us at 3:20 PM each day for being unified in prayer …  
 

“God, Give us the courage to dream big dreams. Please open our minds and hearts so we can 

have new breakthroughs to Your new possibilities. Amen.” 

God is able to do much more than we ask, or think, through His power working in us. 
~ Ephesians 3:20 (NLV)  


