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"PENTECOST AND ALDERSGATE"
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all with one accord.
Acts 2:1
Ten days after the ascension of Jesus Christ we find the disciples in Jerusalem. As Jesus had commanded them, they were with one accord. They had arrived 50 days after Passover, the Jewish feast
of the First Crops where the first fruits of the harvests were presented before God. At this time, the
Covenant of God with His people in Sinai was also commemorated.
It is clear that Luke, the author of the Gospel and of Acts, resorts to the classic images of the Old
Testament to try to describe a Theophany, the intervention of God on the day of Pentecost.
Acts 2 speaks of a noise coming from the sky which was the strong wind that filled the house where
they were. It is useful to remember that in Greek the same word “pneuma” can be translated as
“wind” or “spirit”. The reference to “Shekinah” as a divine presence is clear. Subsequently, tongues as of fire were placed
on each one of the believers. There was a baptism of fire that represented the cleanliness that needed to be restored to
our image of God which was distorted by sin.
Thusly, among the 120 disciples there were men and women who were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
foreign tongues. Communication then made it possible to share the gospel with the multitudes coming from many nations of the world with different cultures. The crowd which could now listen and understand then received the Good
News of salvation. We can view this passage as a parallel to that of the tower of Babel, except at the tower of Babel humanity was confused by the multitude of languages. In Jerusalem God reunited mankind and cultures around salvation in
Jesus Christ. But, there were those who mockingly said, "what happened is that they were drunk."

The results were immediate. Peter, energized by the Spirit, preached openly. About three thousand people repented,
were baptized, and the first Christian community practiced social justice. While it is true that the early Church was not
perfect as will be seen later in the Book of Acts, the fact is that it sets an example of what the Church should be.
Precisely on May 24 we are commemorating the 279th anniversary of the Burning Heart Experience of the Rev. John
Wesley, founder of the Methodist Movement. Therefore, this day is doubly important for us. We celebrate the foundation of the Universal Christian Church with the presence of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and also the foundation of our
movement and later Methodist Church.
In the original Methodist movement there was, as in the early Church, the proclamation of the Gospel breaking down
barriers. For example, it was previously said that the gospel should only be proclaimed in the Temples; but, the Methodists did it in the open air which directed it to the workers and peasants that the established Church despised. For this reason the Gospel was made available to everyone.
Formerly only the ordained clergy could preach the Word of God; but, John Wesley saw that God wanted the laity to also
preach. Methodism therefore gave back to the laity. After a rather simple process, women could also preach. Today one
of the hallmarks of the Methodist Church is that our Church has women who are deaconesses, ordained pastors and even
bishops. Males and females have the same opportunities and rights.
Methodism emphasized in the Works of Mercy that it was against slavery, in favor of fairer economic systems, against the
labor exploitation of all but especially of women and children. Something that is little known was that Wesley also promoted respect for animals and the dignity of creation.
All of us require a transformation to be faithful Christians. We need faith in God, obedience, and positive responses to
His Grace which allow us to be transformed by repenting and practicing hope and love in addition to faith.
Rev. Erika J. Martinez-Flores

OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC
God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our
talents and have the courage to use them to serve you and our community with
unimagined new purposes on behalf of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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MAY ANNIVERSARIES

Cole Donner

May 3rd

Ramona Abbey

May 4th

Tiffany Haakenson

May 4th

Mae O’Connor

May 9th

Hester Nelson

May 10th

Ardith & Ellsworth Olson

May 25th

Mary Ann Wheeler

May 12th

Rachel & Charles Turben

May 27th

John Doan

May 14th

Reed Haakenson

May 14th

Grant Hanson

May 14th

Michael Strasser

May 17th

John Huschka

May 20th

Janet Aasen

May 24th

Congratulations and Blessings to You!

Prayers for a Blessed Mother’s Day
to all Mothers, Daughters, Grandmothers, Granddaughters, Mothersin-Law, Daughters-in-Law, Adopted
Mothers, Mother figures—to all!
A Mother’s Love is Godly Love
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Thanks to Janet Welch, we have a new computer and updated
membership database in the office. Janet gave an extra gift in 2020
for us to use for something special. It seemed like the perfect use
of this gift was to help pay for the on-line version of our church database and a new computer, which had both been approved by the
Finance Committee and Trustees. Neither of these had been updated for many years.
Thanks so much, Janet!

Meatballs in May
A MEATBALL SUB LUNCH will be offered after church on Sunday,
May 23rd. More details to come, but we are in need of some volunteers to help with preparations and serving the meal. If you are willing to help, please contact Layne Hanson ASAP.

Church-Wide Rummage Sale
Cleaning out? Doing your spring cleaning?
Bring your unwanted items to the church!
Plans are underway to host a big rummage sale here at church sometime during the summer.
We’re starting to collect things now, so call the office if you’d like to arrange a time to drop things off.
If you’d like to serve on the committee that will make this happen, let the office know that too.

God does nothing except in response to believing prayer.
John Wesley

Let us remember with thanks all those
who have died while serving our country
Holy Week Packet

Parking Lot Service
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COVID TASKFORCE UPDATE
April 19, 2021
Each of us has some level of pandemic fatigue. Unfortunately, the virus does not experience fatigue. Instead, like a latent health condition that flares up when our
body’s defenses are weakened, the virus will spread and mutate when given the opportunity. Perhaps Isaiah 40: 31 can be helpful for those of us experiencing the challenges the pandemic has caused.
We are thankful in-person worship has begun and is going well. Thanks for helping
make it a smooth process and for remembering to have the mask cover both your
nose and mouth throughout the service. Please consider utilizing seats in the balcony
so those who are less able to climb stairs can use main floor seating.
Worship services can always be heard on WVRQ (AM 1360 or FM 107.3) and on Facebook Live.
Please register to receive your vaccination as soon as you qualify as there are several
ways the vaccine is helpful. Your health care provider, the county health department
(608.637.5251 or https://www.vernoncounty.org/departments/
public_health_department/covid-19_information/index.php ),Walgreens
(608.637.8405), Wal Mart (608.637.8514) and/or your friends may assist you with
getting registered.
Continue efforts to find simple joys as you stay vigilant in physical distancing, washing
hands frequently, properly wearing an appropriate mask and avoiding indoor gatherings that do not implement these measures.
Please continue to pray for our church family and reach out to them regularly.
Contact Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp (608.393.8136) or Phyllis Kalnins (608.606.4321) if you have
questions.

May Online Study
Daring Faith – The Key to Miracles
by Rick Warren
How strong is your faith in God? Have you experienced or seen any miracles lately? Do you want to strengthen
your faith? This month’s online study, “Daring Faith – The Key to Miracles”, will help show you why faith is the
key to miracles and will help you strengthen your faith so you can experience God’s blessings, answered prayers
and miracles.
Please join us, starting on May 1st for this 31-day study as we explore our faith
in God. Here is the link to join this online study:
https://bible.com/p/41745851/54d716efa931fdd646b6e12ce1f6d556
This online study can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com website,
which are free resources. In addition to wonderful devotional/reading plans,
they provide a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the Bible in a wide
variety of versions. The Bible App is available in your app store on your mobile
device, or accessible online at www.bible.com.
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Palm Sunday

Thanks to Barb
Casper for the new
banner!

Holy Week Packet
Parking Lot Worship

Easter Sunrise Service
In the Parking Lot
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In Person Worship Resumes

Hallelujah!
Christ is Risen
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Peace With Justice Sunday May 30
This year, the United Methodist Church celebrates Peace with Justice Sunday on
May 30. Peace with Justice Sunday is one of six churchwide Special Sundays with
offerings. Although you alone may lack the resources to effect change in a broken
world, your giving is vital for the UMC to continue its global ministries of reconciliation.
Peace with Justice is a faithful expression of shalom in the Bible. It calls the
church to strengthen its capacity to advocate publicly in communities and nations
throughout the world. The offering is administered by the General Board of
Church and Society and benefits peace with justice ministries in the Annual Conferences and around the world.
In a world plagued by war and terror, violence and destruction, people of faith have a clear call to build peace with justice.
Scripture is consistent in the call for followers of Christ to love our enemies (Matthew 5:44-45a), forgive others their trespasses (Matthew 6:14-15), to overcome evil with good (Romans 12:21), and to seek peace and pursue it (Psalm 34:14).
Peacemakers are blessed and called the children of God (Matthew 5:9).
“As disciples of Christ, we are called to love our enemies, seek justice, and serve as reconcilers of conflict. We must insist
that the first moral duty of all nations is to work together to resolve by peaceful means every dispute that arises between or among them.” United Methodist Social Principles, ¶165.C
The Council of Bishops in its pastoral letter, “God’s Renewed Creation: Call to Hope and Action”, reminds us that “Christ’s
resurrection assures us that death and destruction do not have the last word.” As United Methodists, our yearning for
peace must move us to act.
We know the presence of political and social turmoil can be caused by a number of issues including economic disparity, environmental degradation, gender inequality, racism and xenophobia, and illness and disease. If we want peace, we must be
committed to disrupting these conditions and systems that perpetuate injustice.
The United Methodist Church states that war is “incompatible with Christian teaching” (Social Principles 165.C). If we are to
live into our mission of transforming the world, we must prioritize collaboration among nations, work to reduce the use and
need for weapons, and foster just, equitable and durable solutions to the root causes of conflict.
If you would like to contribute to this special offering, please make out your check to Viroqua UMC and write “Peace with
Justice Sunday” on the memo line. You can bring your special offering with you to church on Sunday, or mail it in, or drop it
off at the church office.

Change - Nothing Stays the Same
“In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! In the cold
and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.” ~In the Bulb
there is a Flower, Natalie Sleeth, UMH # 707
There is nothing like a crisis to help us to reset priorities. With Covid-19 we have witnessed job layoffs, deaths, social and
economic upheavals, and health emergencies. Despite our natural resistance to change, we are learning new ways to live. On
account of Covid 19, what personal priorities have you reset?
Toilet paper. Seriously. Will we ever take lowly “TP” for granted again?
Toilet paper is just one of the countless everyday blessings that the pain of COVID-19 has taught us to savor – along with
worshiping beside loved ones, going to work, getting paid, shopping, going to the movies, and on and on. (What’s on your
list?)
We are not just individuals; we are brothers and sisters in Christ. As a follower of Jesus, what priorities have you rearrange?
How will the Holy Spirit guide us to a “new normal” of holy living as both disciples and community that will be different – and
better – than what we have known?
May the “new normal” find us better stewards of our lives -- less greedy, less self-focused, less preoccupied with silly things,
and more centered in Christ, more loving to our neighbor, more generous, more hopeful, and more tolerant.
Rev. Krystal Goodger, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation (www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org)
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Look Forward
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and
streams in the wasteland.” Isaiah 43:19
Covid 19 is a time of our lives that will remain with us forever. We cannot just go back to church as it always was. How
we do life and how we do church is forever changed.
Here are some questions to pray over and discuss:


When your church suspended in-person worship, what ways did you find to stay connected to God? To one another?
What did this teach you about holy living? About being church together?



Covid-19 forced us to “be church” without buildings. What has this revealed about the nature of community? About
the value of buildings? As we go back into our buildings, how can things be different? Why must they b



How did we treat technology a year ago? How do we do technology now? Has it changed? Has it grown? Has it increased in priority? How are we going to keep/change our level of technology after Covid-19?



In light of what we have learned, what values, ideas, traditions, habits should we let go of? Which should we keep?
What really matters? And why?



How can your insights, strengths and gifts help to shape the future of your life as a disciple and follower of Jesus? Of
your congregation? What can you give to the future church in time, talent, and treasure?

Covid-19’s crises are still teaching us. As stewards of God’s church, we can renew and restructure our church to fulfill
God’s mission. With God’s guidance, we will.
Rev. Krystal Goodger, Director of Programming, Stewardship & Campaigns, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
Contact us at: 608-837-9582 or kgoodger@wumf.org.

Administrative Council
April 20, 2021
Members Present: Kathy Hanson, Cavan Fang, Kristen Parrott, Phyllis Kalnins, Holly Fanta, Aaron
Hanson, Layne Hanson, Gregg Roberts.
The meeting was opened with a prayer by Kathy.
Church 360 is the name of our new on-line database. Kathy and Barb have attended a “Getting Started” webinar. There are 3 more webinars to attend on different aspects of the program. Church 360
is straightforward and user friendly.
All the church and office keys that we have are currently distributed. We don’t need more right now,
but there are none in reserve.
Covid Task Force Update - lots of discussion about how to move forward.
Look Forward - Kathy read this excerpt from a conference newsletter asking us to think about what lessons we have
learned through the pandemic. We have been forced to make changes - what will we do differently in the future. Members
of the Council are asked to think about these issues.
Committee Reports:
SPRC - An update was given regarding the candidate we interviewed for the Youth Leader position.
Trustees - see minutes elsewhere in the newsletter.
Education - see minutes elsewhere in the newsletter.
Worship - see update elsewhere in the newsletter.
Meatballs in May - Layne, Cavan, and Dan have made plans for a meatball sub lunch on May 23. They are looking for volunteers to help with all aspects of the job.
Church-wide Rummage Sale - Phyllis, Kathy, and Angie have begun planning for this to happen in July or August. Folks may
start bringing rummage to the church now. Volunteers are also needed to help with this project.
Meeting adjourned at 8:15.
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Trustees Meeting
April 13, 2021 6 pm (Zoom)
Attendees: Aaron, Gregory, Dale, Phyllis, Sandy,
Opening prayer: Aaron
Bills:


$502.31—Strang—Ladies bathroom and parsonage leak (will ask for separation of bill between the parsonage
and the church)




$70.98 Office Blind
Parsonage utility bill seem larger than usual, so will compare to other months.



No snow shoveling bill yet from Kevin Fredrickson

Phyllis asked about opening up the church to other events and still being compliant.
The Trustees will continue to use Zoom for now.
Plans are being made for a Church-wide Rummage Sale (to help make up for the “Big Thing”. It will be held sometime this summer. Collected items can be stored in a lower Sunday School room. The planning committee so far
consists of Phyllis, Angie, and Kathy
Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm.
Next meeting, May 11 @ 6:00 pm (Zoom).

Education Committee
April 12, 2021, 7:00 pm (Zoom)
Members attending: Kathy Hanson, Holly Fanta, Avis Marino, Janette Hanson, Elizabeth Roberts
Holly opened the meeting with devotions and prayer.
We discussed April and May family youth activities. The Roberts and Brown families will coordinate plans. We can plan more too
when the weather warms up.
The confirmed youth study group will meet after worship this Sunday at the church. We are hoping to soon be able to meet inside
monthly. Layne will lead in Pastor Erika’s absence. Older high school kids will be invited too.
We reviewed the interview with youth leader applicant Kathleen Abel.

Janette will contact the school to find out about the senior scholarship. When we get a list of applicants we will decide on a recipient.
Sometime this summer we will plan a picnic and send up the Chinese lanterns we didn’t use on Easter.
Next meeting is scheduled for May 10th at 7 p.m.

Care & Nurture Committee
April 5, 2021
Members Present: Barb Casper, Joanne Hornby, Betty Ross, Kathy Hanson
Sandy Skarda’s report on cards sent was given. The idea of sending electronic greeting cards was discussed. Kathy will
put together a list of folks who use email regularly before we make a decision about going that route.
We decided to give plants again this year on Mother’s Day.
Next meeting Monday, May 3rd @ 1:00 pm.
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Worship Committee
The Sanctuary has been open for in-person worship since Easter Sunday, and we plan to continue worshipping inperson as more and more members receive their COVID vaccinations. Following COVID protocols (mask wearing,
physical distancing, hand sanitizer use) will allow us to keep the building open and return to normal sooner. Those
who are not ready to participate in public gatherings can still worship in the parking lot, on Facebook, or on the radio.
Past worship services are also available on the church Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/ViroquaUMC/
videos. You do not need to be a Facebook member to watch our live or recorded worship services.
We thank the members of the Viroqua Choir for blessing our Easter worship service with a “virtual choir” video. The
video is still available to watch on the church Facebook page.
Pastor Erika has been on a well-deserved vacation, visiting her family in Mexico. We are grateful to all who stepped in
to fill the pulpit in Pastor Erika's absence: Cavan Fang, Holly Slack, Kathy Hanson, Joanne Hornby, Barb Robson, and
Tim Gaskell.
We need more greeters, ushers, and liturgists. Whether or not you have served before, please contact Chuck M-K or
Layne Hanson if you are willing to serve.
Pentecost Sunday will be May 23. Whether you worship in-person, in the parking lot, or at home, we invite you to
wear red in celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit, and bring in red geraniums to be planted around the church
building.
The worship committee will next meet on Thursday May 6 at 6 pm, to plan Pentecost worship and other summer
activities.

Finance Committee
April 20,2021, 6pm (Zoom)
Members Present: Gregg Roberts, Kathy Hanson, Cavan Fang, Aaron Hanson, Layne Hanson.
Meeting led by Gregg Roberts
Financial Secretary Report given and approved. Discussion was held regarding the Good
Samaritan Fund and a special project to help one of our members.

Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. Giving was down considerably in March, but has been better in April.
Gregg will be getting the Vanco on-line giving program up and going so that we can try it before the next Finance meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 6:45.

Viroqua UMC April Giving
Thank you to those who have kept up with their giving during these uncertain times. This is so much appreciated, as
we do our best to continue God’s work. The amount needed each week to meet our 2021 Budget is $2,956.
March 29
April 5
Special Offerings
Easter Special Offering
April 11
April 18

$950
$2188
$383
$362.07
$1,780
$2,260
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Wednesday
Thursday

6

Tuesday

5
6:00 pm Worship
Committee

Monday

3
8:00 am Prayer Group

Sunday

2
1:00 pm Care & Nurture
Committee

4

10:30 am Worship
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Saturday

May 2021
Friday

8

1

7
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8:00 am Prayer Group

19

28

11

8:00 am Prayer Group

27

10

18

26
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6:00 pm Finance
Committee
7:00 pm Administrative
Council

8:00 am Prayer Group

6:00 pm Trustees
Meeting

25

7:00 pm Education
Committee

17

24

31
MEMORIAL DAY

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

10:30 am Worship
6:00 pm Jones Book
Study Group

MOTHER’S DAY

16
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am Confirmed
Kids Group

23
10:30 am Worship

MEATBALL SUB
LUNCH

30
10:30 am Worship

PEACE WITH
JUSTICE SUNDAY
MEMORIAL DAY
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open minds and open doors.

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR
REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES
(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line
(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage
encadenada100@hotmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, WI 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua
Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Wednesday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

May Services
Sunday Morning Worship—10:30 am

In Person
Broadcast on
WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on
Facebook Live

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement
The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly
share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
John Wesley
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