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“Let the light of Jesus shine through you!”
Welcome Pastor Carter Jorgensen & Alyssa!
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Upcoming Events
Communion Sunday
Sun. May 2nd
Spring Roadside Cleanup
Sat., May 8th, 9 – 11 a.m.

On Sunday, April 18th, SPRC chair Barb Robson revealed the identity of our new
pastor during worship at our three churches. Starting in July, Pastor Carter
Jorgensen, who is currently serving at the Whig & Arthur UMCs near Platteville,
will be our new pastor. Pastor Carter is
a young man who originally comes from
the Brodhead, WI area. He comes to
serve with us with his soon-to-be wife,
Alyssa (they are getting married at the
end of June!), and their dog, Tucker.
Carter is well accustomed to rural life.
He grew up on a small dairy farm, and
currently, when he is not serving as
pastor at his two churches, he drives a
milk truck! He also has a passion for
youth ministry. He has also worked
with his local school district to have
faith-based discussions with students
over their lunch and he has coached the
Potosi track and field team.

Our three churches are excited to welcome Pastor Carter, Alyssa, and Tucker to
our churches and we look forward to serving alongside them during their ministry
in our area.
†

Farewell to Pastor Pam
Pastor Pam’s final Sunday with us is
June 20th which is also Father’s Day.
Later that afternoon, from 4 – 6 p.m.,
there will be a potluck meal at the
parsonage and New Hope UMC to
provide a time for everyone to say
farewell to Pastor Pam and wish her
well in her future ministry in Michigan.
If you plan to attend, please bring a
salad, side dish, or dessert to share;
pulled pork will be provided for
sandwiches.

New Hope Board Meeting
Sun., May 16th, 11:30 a.m.
Retreat Board Meeting
Wed. May 19th, 6:30 p.m.
Youth/Membership Sunday
Sun., May 23rd

Memorial Day Breakfast
Mon., May 31st, 8 – 11 a.m.
@ New Hope UMC
Growing in Faith Study
Tues. @ 6:30 p.m. Online
Wednesday Bible Study
Noon @ New Hope
Food Pantry Open
Every Thursday
9 – 11 a.m.

Pastor Carter Jorgensen, Alyssa,
and their dog Tucker.

Come wish Pastor Pam well in her future
ministry on June 20th from 4 - 6 p.m.
at New Hope UMC.
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Good Change

In general, humans do not like change. It’s an odd response though, because
every day of our life includes some kind of change. Some of the changes are
subtle – our hair grows a smidgen, a cut or bruise heals a tad. Other changes
are dramatic: a sudden thunderstorm or spring snow.
United Methodists are fairly used to change. Our denomination appoints
pastors to new assignments every few years. We call the movement of pastors
an itinerant appointment system. That means United Methodists understand
the value of learning from different pastors. And pastors also learn the variety
of ways to worship through the unique experience of each congregation.
One thing that is exceedingly clear to me is that God has provided exactly
the right timing for this pastoral change for Liberty Pole, New Hope, and
Retreat. Pastor Carter has an energy and a fresh enthusiasm combined with an
easy-to-understand preaching style. He is a genuinely happy person and in
love with the Lord. His gifts and talents will leverage everything that we have
accomplished in the last three years.
And while I certainly will enjoy being closer to my family, I also know that you have prepared me well for ministry in
the two churches in Oscoda, Michigan. God has much in store for me and the people of these churches.
Just as we prepare our garden beds for spring planting by clearing away the old growth, so these changes in ministry
leadership are the right time to prune away old habits to clear the way for fresh ideas. This is our season of good
change in the church. We’re coming out of the last year of winter hibernation and ready to break into an invigorating
chapter in the life of these churches.
Please pray for Pastor Carter and Alyssa as they prepare to move. Pray for the Driftless Regional Ministry churches
and the growth of the ministries of each congregation. And please pray for me as well as we all follow the path God
has laid out for us.
In faith,
†

Pastor Pam’s Weekly Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Saturdays
By appointment

The pastor is often away from the office for visitation or meetings.
Please call the parsonage (608) 648-2528 and leave a message
or contact by cell phone (text or call) at (989) 666-1277.
The Driftless Regional Ministry office is located at E2286 Hwy 82 in De Soto.
†

Mother’s Day
Women attending worship on May 9th will receive a special gift from the church in honor
of Mother’s Day. So be sure to bring your mom with you to worship and help us honor the
special ladies in your life!
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A Mission Moment

As we continue through spring, our focus begins to turn towards summer.
In-gathering items are being collected at each church. Already, you have been
very generous. Thank you so much! I always enjoy the opportunity to deliver
a carload to the pick-up church in Fennimore.
We now have been given a new mission-- saying goodbye to Pastor Pam,
and hello to Pastor Carter. Let us surround them with our love, prayers, kind
words and deeds as we enter another transitional phase in the life of our
churches.
Mission work truly comes in many forms, and as Christians, we need to be ready to share our selves and go the
extra mile. Keep praying that we will make wise decisions as we go forward, and listen for God to speak to us.
Your sister in Christ,
Barb Robson
†

Memorial Day Pancake Breakfast
The New Hope UMC will be hosting their annual Memorial Day Pancake Breakfast on
Monday, May 31st from 8 to 11 a.m. A delicious breakfast of pancakes (plain & blueberry),
sausage, apple sauce, coffee, and milk will be served. Indoor and outdoor seating will be
available and you can also order carryouts by calling (608) 648-2644 during the event. There
will also a bake sale is at this event so you can take a special treat home with you! A freewill
donation will be collected, so give as your heart directs. It is a great way to kick off your
Memorial Day! Hope to see you there!
†

Journey through the Bible with Us!
We invite you to join us as we work our way through the Bible, studying
God’s Word and discovering how it applies to our lives today! Our group
meets at NOON every Wednesday at the New Hope UMC. It is never too late
to jump in to God’s Word, so come and join us for in-depth study and
discussion!
†

Want to Join the Church?
Anyone interested in joining the church will be received into membership on May 23 rd
during worship. If you would like to become a member of one of our churches, please contact
Pastor Pam.
†

Changes in worship policies
All three of our churches have eased worship restrictions as our Covid rates in Vernon and
Crawford counties remain low and our vaccination rates are high. You will see the pews are
no longer restricted for seating and the hymnals and Bibles have been returned for your
use. The boards of each church are asking that for now, we all continue to wear a mask
during church. We are continuing to monitor guidance from the health department. As
health conditions change, our church worship procedures will also change.
Liberty Pole, New Hope & Retreat United Methodist Churches – Visit us online at: www.driftlessministry.org
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Prayers for May

Each day of the week, use this simple prayer starter as part of your conversation with God. Copies of these prayers
are distributed on the last Sunday of each month in the bulletin; extra copies are available to place in different
locations to help us remember to pray.
Monday
Today I seek Your will for my life and I will allow Your Son Christ to
reign over my heart. Change my heart O God. I accept that you are in
control.
Tuesday
Heavenly Father, You have placed me in a community of supporters
called the church. Let our fellowship be a reflection of the love we feel
for each other and the love we feel for You.
Wednesday
Lord, bless me with wisdom to focus on the priorities that matter
and to set aside the distractions that take me away from You. Today
and every day, guide my thoughts and guard my heart.
Thursday
Holy Spirit, flow through me. May my words and my deeds be aligned to serve as a living testimony to Your
presence in my life. Let me always give praise and walk in the footsteps of the Lord.
Friday
Lord you are my strength, my courage, my encouragement, my purpose. May everything I do reflect the love of my
soul for You.
Saturday
I am so blessed by the Lord. Spirit help me use my gifts and let me help others discover theirs. Your gifts are
priceless and eternal, always to be used for the glory of Your kingdom.
Sunday
O Lord, You have looked through me and have known me. 2 You know when I sit down and when I get up. You
understand my thoughts from far away. 3 You look over my path and my lying down. You know all my ways very well.
~Psalm 130:1-3 NLT
Anytime throughout the day:
Jesu Juva – Jesus help me.
Soli Deo Gloria – To God alone be the glory.
†

Make a Difference! Attending Upcoming Church Meetings!
Being an active part of your church is vital to the life of your church! We encourage everyone to come and
participate in the discussions at your respective church board/council meeting. All church members have a vote and
all ideas are welcome. Join us at your next church meeting and make a difference!
SPRC Meeting
Wed., May 12th @ 6:00 p.m.
at Retreat UMC

New Hope UMC Board Meeting
Sun., May 16th @ 11:30 a.m.
at New Hope UMC

Retreat UMC Board Meeting
Wed., May 19th @ 6:30 p.m.
at Retreat UMC Fellowship Hall
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May Online Study: Daring Faith – The Key to Miracles by Rick Warren
How strong is your faith in God? Have you experienced or seen any miracles
lately? Do you want to strengthen your faith? This month’s online study,
“Daring Faith – The Key to Miracles”, will help show you why faith is the key to
miracles and will help you strengthen your faith so you can experience God’s
blessings, answered prayers and miracles.
Please join us, starting on May 1st for this 31-day study as we explore our
faith in God. Here is the link to join this online study:
https://bible.com/p/41745851/54d716efa931fdd646b6e12ce1f6d556
This online study can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com
website, which are free resources. In addition to wonderful
devotional/reading plans, they provide a verse of the day, and you will be able
to read the Bible in a wide variety of versions. The Bible App is available in
your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at www.bible.com.
†

Help Us Keep the Area Clean!
We are called to be stewards of all God has given us – and that includes the
planet on which we live! To help you with this goal, you are invited to help the
Retreat & New Hope UMC’s with their spring roadside cleanup. Mark your
calendars for Saturday, May 8th when the churches will be cleaning the HWY 82
roadside between Retreat and Red Mound.
We will work in two groups. Starting at 9 a.m., one group will meet at the
New Hope UMC and another group at Prairie View Elementary School to make a
game plan and distribute the supplies. Both groups will then begin cleaning up
the roadside, meeting in the middle around Worman Road.
If you would like more information on this community ministry or to learn how
to get involved, please reach out to Pastor Pam today! 
†

Special Youth & Membership Sunday – May 23rd
Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd, is going to be a BIG day in our churches! There will be
special parts of our worship to celebrate our confirmands, honor area graduates, and
welcome new members!
At Retreat, Grace Isbell, and at Liberty Pole, Ciara Zitzner will confirm their faith in
the Lord. Please be sure to extend your prayers for the continued growth of the faith
of these two young women.
Graduating high school and college seniors who join us for worship that day will
also be recognized and will receive a special gift from the church. If you or someone
you know is graduating from high school or college, please let Pastor Pam know!
In addition to celebrating our youth and graduates, we are excited to welcome new
members into our churches! If you would like to become a member of one of our
churches, please reach out to Pastor Pam so that you can be included on this special
day!
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Native American Ministries Sunday

This year, Pastor Pam shared some of the traditions she learned from her coursework
at the Native American Course of Study school. The dress she wore was made by Rayola
Running Crane of the Blackfoot tribe in Montana; the spiritual coup stick is Navajo. The
Native American Ministries Sunday is one of six special offering Sundays. Contributions
support native churches, and education for native pastors and pastors who serve native
congregations.
†

Easter Baptism
Cody Curtis Caley, son of Billie and Doug Caley, was
baptized April 4 after Easter worship service.
Congratulations to big brothers Bob and Adam as well and
Godmother Christine Harrington.

†

Kickoff of Retreat UMC Capital Campaign
On May 1st, the Retreat UMC is launching a capital campaign to support replacement of the
heating and cooling system, addition of insulation, restoration of a stained-glass window, and
other building maintenance and repairs. These upgrades will improve the efficiency and safety
of the building. With a campaign goal of $25,000, we need your help! Letters and pledge
forms will soon be mailed to members and friends of the church. We humbly ask you to
consider how you can support the efforts to update and maintain our greatly loved historical
church building! Donations of any amount are greatly appreciated. A copy of the pledge sheet
can also be found on our website: https://driftlessministry.org/driftless-regionalministry/retreat-umc/. Just click on the green “Retreat UMC Capital Campaign Pledge Form”
to access the form. With your support, we can make sure the Retreat UMC will be a center for
faith, love, and fellowship in the Retreat community for generations to come!
If you have any questions about this capital campaign, please contact Rick Inman at (920)
323-6149 or e-mail cinman61@gmail.com.
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Welcoming Pastor Carter & Alyssa

Pastor Carter Jorgensen and his soon-to-be wife Alyssa Rindle are excited to be
moving to the Driftless Regional Ministry. Members of the SPRC, led by Barb Robson,
are making plans for a smooth transition for our new pastor with meal supports on
the move in day and a welcome picnic planned for July.
One welcome idea is to compile a video of people in our churches introducing
themselves. Would you like to help with this project? What other ideas do you
have? Please share your ideas with Pastor Pam or Barb Robson.
Pastor Carter is looking forward to meeting everyone and will be delivering his first
message on July 11th.
†

Faith UMC Memorial Day Dinner
The “Women of Faith” will be having a drive-thru Memorial Day
Dinner on Monday, May 31st from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Faith
United Methodist Church between Westby and La Farge. Outside
seating may be available, depending on weather and available helpers,
but for now, the group is planning a drive-thru only. Women of Faith
indicate they will need volunteers to help with food, serving etc. to
make this a success. For more information on the dinner or to learn
how you can help, call Jean at (608) 606-4582 or e-mail her
at hassjean@hotmail.com.
The Women of Faith appreciate you and hopes the community will
enjoy the opportunity to participate in this traditional event.
†

Give to Your Church Anywhere, Anytime
It is now easier than ever to financially support the ministries of your church! Safe and
secure online giving is now available for the Liberty Pole, New Hope, and Retreat UMCs on
our website: https://www.driftlessministry.org! Simply click on the “Giving” tab in the main
menu or head directly to https://driftlessministry.org/giving/ and discover just how easy it is
to give from the comfort of wherever you may be. I think you’ll be surprised!
†

Help us save time, money, and the environment!
As Christians, we are also called to be good stewards of the resources God has
given us. So in an effort to be good stewards, we are asking you to help us save
paper, postage, and our time! If you have an e-mail address, we can send you our
monthly newsletter directly to your inbox. If you would like to receive the
newsletter via e-mail, just send us an e-mail to retreat-umc@driftlessministry.org
with “Subscribe” in the subject line. Or sign up at our website at
www.driftlessministry.org/shine. It’s that easy!
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Shining Celebrations!
Birthdays
Jeanette Smith – May 6th
Brynn Deaver – May 8th
Bill Marohl – May 8th
Doug Caley – May 11th

Clayton Thompson – May 11th
Brian Funk – May 23rd
Deanna Lohr – May 24th
Loann Beach – May 27th

Bailey Gianoli – May 27th
Tavin Hagen – May 29th
Britany Deaver – May 30th
Rachel Diehl – May 30th

Anniversaries
Eric & Renee Baker – May 6th
Brent & Casey Johnson – May 28th
Stacy & Jeffrey Matson – May 28th

Did we miss your birthday, anniversary, or other special day?
Let us know! E-mail us at retreat-umc@driftlessministry.org.
Please Keep Them In Your Prayers!
We have many in our churches and around the world that we want you to keep in your prayers. Please keep the
following people and groups in your prayers:









Retreat UMC: Ron Hanson & Marla Withey
Liberty Pole UMC: Jeff Matson
New Hope UMC: Gloria Warmuth & Marion Whitney
The United Methodist Church
Our Military – at home and abroad
Our Nation & Leaders
Peace in our world
The Ministry of the Driftless Region

Church Contacts
Pastor Pam Harkema – Cell: (989) 666-1277
Parsonage: (608) 648-2528
pastor@driftlessministry.org
SPRC Chair – Barb Robson (608) 606-5809
Lay Leaders – Debbie Groves: (608) 648-3684
Barb Robson (608) 606-5809
Jeffery Nelson: (608) 379-2933
Food Pantry – Tim & Mary Green: (608) 648-3636
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Board Meeting
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Mother’s Day!
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Breakfast

24 Newsletter
Submission
Deadline
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Communion
Sunday

3

Wednesday

Bible Study
Noon
@ New Hope

Bible Study
Noon
@ New Hope

26

Retreat UMC
Board Meeting
6:30 p.m.

SPRC Meeting
@ Retreat
6 p.m.
19 Bible Study
Noon
@ New Hope

12 Bible Study
Noon
@ New Hope
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Secure Online Giving Available!
Head over to
http://driftlessministry.org/giving/
to learn more and discover how you
can support your church!

Tuesday

Growing in Faith
Small Group
6:30 p.m.

2

Monday

Driftless Regional Ministry
Office Hours
Mon. - Thu. 8:30 a. – 4:30 p.
Office phone: (608) 648-2528
Cell phone: (989) 666-1277
www.driftlessministry.org

Sunday

May 2021

Food Pantry Open
9 – 11 a.m.

27

Food Pantry Open
9 – 11 a.m.

20

Food Pantry Open
9 – 11 a.m.

13

Food Pantry Open
9 – 11 a.m.
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Friday

Pastor Sabbath

Pastor Sabbath
28

Pastor Sabbath
21

Pastor Sabbath
14

7

Want to become a member
of one of our churches?
Contact Pastor Pam today!

Thursday

29

22
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HWY 82
Roadside
Cleanup
9 - 11 a.m.

Saturday
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