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Letter of Love for You
To the Little Ones at Home
The word Bible means “collection of books”, and it is divided into two parts: the Old
Testament with 39 books and; the New Testament with 27, for a total of 66 books.
The first part talks about how God chose his people, how he guided them through his
history. The second part speaks of the birth, death, and resurrection of his Son, Jesus
Christ, and the birth of the church.
The Bible is also known as the Word of God. There are many people who think that
the Bible is just another long and boring book. But, of course, the Bible is not just any
book; it was given to men by God to reveal Jesus Christ as our Savior. From Genesis,
the first book to Revelation, the last book, the purpose of the Bible is Jesus.

The Bible tells us how God has shown his love to all of his creation, but more specifically to his people. Sometimes
God's words can be harsh; but most of the time God tells us about the blessings and promises for those we love
Him.
The Bible has more than 40 authors who were inspired by God and wrote the Bible. That means that God put the
words of the Bible in their minds and hearts, so they wrote them. It is a love letter for you! And he has sent it so
that you can be saved and live a happy life, no matter if you are in problems. In the Bible you will find and learn
that God will always be with you.
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Congratulations and Blessings to You!

Congratulations!
Gloria Freilinger on your 90th birthday August 6th!

OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC
God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our
talents and have the courage to use them to serve you and our community with
unimagined new purposes on behalf of Jesus Christ. Amen.

God does nothing except in response to believing prayer.
John Wesley
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Sanctuary on July 4th

Care & Nurture Summer Fruit
Cups to Shut-ins

HS Youth Bowling
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Irene Fortney’s
91st Birthday

Outdoor Worship
Blessing of the Animals

4

2021 VIRTUAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The 2021 Annual Conference of the Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist Church was held on June 18 and
June 19. It was again held virtually this year because of the pandemic.
I attended the virtual Laity session on June 15 which was hosted by Conference Lay Leader Deanna Shimko. The session included a welcome by Bishop Hee--Soo Jung, an introduction to the Conference Board of Laity, a delegation report, a message from Dr. Javier Viera, and musical videos performed by various UMC choirs and bands.
On June 17 I attended the virtual training session provided by Good News TV, the company that provided the technology for the conference. We were instructed on the use of our devices for voting on action items during the conference.
On Friday morning, June 18, Bishop Jung called the session to order from the Conference Center in Sun Prairie. He was
assisted by several members of his staff. He sent greetings to all that were participating in the conference. There
were 685 registered for the event. After his greeting administrative votes were taken to authorize holding the conference virtually and to set special rules and procedures to guide the business of the session.
Bishop Jung gave the State of the Church address in which he recognized the difficulty of being the church during the
pandemic and the challenges to be faced as we move forward always knowing God is with us. He spoke of the UMC
responding to the pandemic with support to countries all around the world. He spoke of the possible split within the
UMC but stated that the mission of the church will remain the same; Serve, Love, Give.
The 2021 Class of Ordinands and Commissioned Provisional Members was introduced. There were 6 provisional members, 2 approved for ordination as deacons, and 2 approved for ordination as elders as well as one received as an Elder
in Full Connection by Transfer.
There were 20 retirees recognized, one of whom served the Viroqua UMC-Ethan Larson.
After lunch Bishop Tracy Malone led a Bible study “Building Beloved Community: Creating Healthy Eco-Systems of Radical Inclusion and Racial Justice. The first and second sessions videos can be found on the conference website.
During the afternoon session action items regarding the Consent Agenda, new Chancellor, Statistician’s Report, and
items relating to Clergy Compensation were passed. Detail on these items can be found on the conference website.
Rev. Dan Dick presented the Years of Service Recognition listing. Bob Kenas was listed as having completed 50 years of
service.
A presentation for disaffiliation of Trinity UMC in Waldo was postponed due to failure to follow protocol.

Reports from the Wisconsin Council of Churches, Board of Global Ministries, and General Board were given.
Bishop Jung ended the Friday session with announcements and a prayer.
Saturday’s session opened with a video celebrating Juneteenth followed by an opening worship service.
District Superintendents Yang and Carlson presented Action Item wc107 Closing/Discontinuation of two local churches,
Colby and LaValle. Action Item wc107 was passed.
Rick Churan and Rev. Krystal Goodger reported that through the New Way Grant they were able to help 364 churches
with $494,000 to support them through the pandemic with new technology, cleaning supplies, and other resources.
They also supported 23 churches with grants through the new ministry start program totaling $46,000.
The Episcopacy Report was given by Rev. Dan Schwerin. He shared that the committee was grateful for the work done
by Bishop Jung in supporting the clergy during the pandemic and the work on the quadrennial theme of Radical Inclusion and Racial Justice, including work with the Anti-Racism Task Force.
Following the lunch break Bishop Tracy Malone provided the second Bible Study.
Action Item wc109, the 2022 budget of $6,145,085.00 was approved.
Action Item wc110, Anti-Hate Crimes Resolution was presented and passed.
Submitted by Jolene Gudgeon
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Thanks to all who helped with the Yard

Sale—you really came together to make it
happen! In spite of a rain delay on Saturday,
it was a huge success.

Viroqua UMC June /July Giving
Thank you to those who have kept up with their giving during these uncertain times. This is so much appreciated, as
we do our best to continue God’s work. The amount needed each week to meet our 2021 Budget is $2,956.
June 27
July 4
July 11
July 18

$2,925
$1,740
$1,635
$1,473

Electronic Giving
An electronic giving option is now available for our use through Vanco. Check it out!
You may use the link https://secure.myvanco.com/YN7H/home or find a link on our website at
driftlessministries.org.

Lending “Library” for Home Health Care Items
Thanks to Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp, the church has some health care items that can be lent out to our members. We
have a shower chair, commode, walker, and quad cane. If you are in need of any of these items, let the office know. If
you’d like to donate more items, that’s a possibility too.
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August Online Study
21 Days of Celebration
Take an adventure through God's word and see transformation in your life
as you exercise the muscles of celebration! Much is made about the need
for a reason to celebrate. To truly understand the Good News is to focus
away from striving for personal accomplishment and instead, walking with
the Father God, receiving all that has been accomplished through Jesus on
our behalf, empowering us for a life of celebration.
We invite you to join us for this 21-day celebration, which begins on Saturday, August 7th, 2021. Here is the link to join this month’s online study:
https://bible.com/p/44398818/dbcfaca704f827e4422ba31e03aa60da
This online study can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com website, which are free resources. In
addition to wonderful devotional/reading plans, they provide a verse of the day, and you will be able to read
the Bible in a wide variety of versions. The Bible App is available in your app store on your mobile device, or
accessible online at www.bible.com.
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Golden Cross Sunday
This year we will celebrate Golden Cross Sunday on August 8. This special Sunday focusses on the Health and Welfare
Ministries of the United Methodist Church in Wisconsin. The Wisconsin Conference has within its boundaries 15
Health and Welfare Ministries serving persons of all faiths and races as an outreach of the United Methodist Church.
Regional ministries include Morrow Memorial Home in Sparta and Schmitt Woodland Hills in Richland Center. We will
take a special offering to support these ministries.
We will also celebrate Golden Cross Sunday by honoring and blessing health care workers within our own community,
recognizing their contributions during the pandemic.

Save the Date
Authentic Mexican Dinner
Saturday, September 25

Administrative Council
July20, 2021
Members Present: Kathy Hanson, Pastor Erika, Aaron Hanson, Phyllis Kalnins, Cavan Fang, Kristen Parrott, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp.
The meeting was opened with a prayer by Pastor Erika.
Chuck gave a report from the COVID Task Force. Vernon county numbers are good. More ribbons will be added to pews to accommodate more people.
The Bell Choir was given permission to rehearse in the building again. They are willing to follow our Covid guidelines.
Their first rehearsal will be August 17th.
There is a request from the our neighbors to use some of our parking spaces for an event they are hosting on August
19th. Erika will work it our with them.
Upcoming events were discussed; the Yard Sale, youth activities including VBS, a Care & Nurture sponsored brat/hot
dog meal, and The Mexican dinner.
Committee Reports:
Care & Nurture—see minutes elsewhere in this newsletter.
Missions Committee - he Missions committee met in person on June 24th. They will be doing a bake sale to earn
money for our missionary, Temba, at the Yard Sale. Kristen and Erika will take the Outdoor Worship special offering to
the Humane Society. Golden Cross Sunday is August 8th.
Worship - see update elsewhere in this newsletter.
Trustees - see minutes elsewhere in this newsletter.
Education - see minutes elsewhere in this newsletter.
The meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next meeting, August 17, 2021.
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Worship Committee
Thursday July 1, 2021 at 6 p.m.
Attending: Avis Marino, Barb Casper, Cavan Fang, Pastor Erika, Irene Fortney, Phyllis Kalnins
A handout/letter has been created for families with small children. This will help explain our child-related procedures,
which we maintain because children cannot yet be vaccinated against COVID. In summary: kids can come forward for
the Children’s sermon if they wear a mask, the play room is available if needed, and our sanitization procedures in the
play room help keep everyone safe. Also there is a radio in the play room so any adults who go down can still hear the
service. This info will be distributed to families, and possibly printed in the newsletter.
Things have gone smoothly since relaxing the mask policy in mid-June (masks are optional for those fully vaccinated,
recommended for those not fully vaccinated). So, the COVID Task Force endorses further relaxing the mask policy so
that worship leaders (pastor, ushers, etc) can also remove their masks if they are fully vaccinated; of course, they may
still choose to wear a mask to show hospitality and respect to visitors and unvaccinated people, to model responsible
behavior, and to further decrease the risk for all worshippers. For now, the Task Force recommends continuing our
physical distancing practices in some form because of various risk factors in our particular situation.
We are encouraging members to return to regularly attending worship, and we ask for everyone’s help to spread the
word that the Sanctuary remains open for in-person worship. We also want to know if anyone has concerns that prevent them from returning. Please contact a member of the committee if you or someone you know has any such concerns, so we can better work to address them.
The outdoor worship planning committee meets on July 8. The theme of the outdoor worship service is Caring for
God’s Creation, and it will include a Blessing Of The Animals for worshippers to bring their pets. Our plan is to record
the worship service, and then post the video of the service on Facebook. We hope everyone who can’t attend will
watch the video on Facebook or Channel 14.
We continue exploring whether to use a projector in church. If we do get a projector, we do not expect to put the entire bulletin on the screen, so worshippers would still use the paper bulletin for the Call To Worship, unison prayers,
Sending Forth, and some other printed liturgy. Furthermore, we would not project the Scripture readings, to encourage people to use the physical pew Bibles (or their own Bibles).
Any eventual plan for using a projector will depend on having volunteers to prepare the slides, and volunteers to run
the projector during church.
Our next meeting will be August 5 at 6 pm, on Zoom. We will decide month-by-month whether to meet in person or
online.

Care & Nurture Committee
July 14, 2021
Attendees: Barb Casper, Joanne Hornby, Betty Ross, Kathy Hanson, Pastor Erika
Pastor Erika opened the meeting with prayer.
Review Activities:
Sandy has been sending some e-cards for birthdays. We are interested in feedback about how these are being received.
We shared our experiences in visiting the homebound as we delivered the July 4th fruit cups. They were well received.
Future Plans:

We’ll prepare a brat/hot dog cookout on the lawn after church on August 15 for a fellowship meal together.
Future Ideas:
When possible, we’d like to have a birthday potluck and a game night with an ice cream bar. We talked about sending
out random notes. We’re going to suggest that the Youth organize a rock painting/hiding activity.
Meeting closed with a prayer by Kathy.
Next meeting Wednesday, August 18th @ 1:30 pm.
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Trustees Meeting
July 13, 2021 6 pm (Zoom)
Attendees: Aaron, Gregory, Dale, Phyllis, Sandy, Pastor Erika
Opening prayer: Pastor Erika
Bills:


$510.00—Sidewalk snow removal for the year.



$832.00—Elevator
Business:
 Aaron will be gone Sunday, July 18. Pastor will take the responsibility of announcing any change in the worship in the park should weather not cooperate. Service will be moved to the basement.


Letters were received from City of Viroqua regarding the sidewalk repair and water testing. Both items were
okay.



Gregory reports a donation was received from a member for the use of tables and chairsl
 COVID report: Guidelines have eased up. Mask are optional—no vaccine checks. Everyone likes feeling normal
again.


There is a memorial service scheduled for Mary Deters’ sister. They are friends of the church. Nonmember
usage fees will be waved except for custodial fees. Approved.



Gregory suggests removing the portable dishwasher from the parsonage and replacing it with a built-in model. He volunteered to get a cast quote. Motion was made and seconded to proceed. Approved.



Pastor asked permission to plant 2 cypress trees by the parsonage steps. Approved.
Adjourned @ 6:35 pm. Next meeting, August 10th @ 6:00 pm (Zoom).

Education Committee
Tuesday, July 13th at 7 p.m. via zoom
Members present: Pastor Erika, Holly Fanta, Kathy Hanson, Joanne Hornby, Avis Marino and Janette Hanson.
Old Business:
July 6th we met with the Westby education committee to plan a joint vacation Bible school with the Westby congregation.
On July 11th our older youth went bowling at Nordic Lanes for an afternoon activity.
New Business:
We planned a movie night for all youth on July 26th, location to be either at the Roberts’ farm or the church basement. Our first choice for movie is The Prince of Egypt. We also planned a swimming day at the Westby pool on Aug.
4th for elementary and middle school age kids.
VBS will be in Westby this year (thank you WUMC!). We are using Pastor Erika’s idea of “The Miracles of Jesus” for
our theme. All ages are welcome to come and participate in “miracle” activities from 4-6 pm and a hot dog/ s’mores/
potluck supper from 6-7 pm. Members of both churches will help for the day. We will meet again with the Westby
education committee Aug. 3rd at 6:30 pm.
We are looking ahead for Sunday school and confirmation classes to start again later this summer and into the fall.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, Aug. 9th at 7 pm. We closed with prayer by Pastor Erika and the Lord’s
Prayer.
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1:30pm Care &
Nurture

8am Prayer Group

8am Prayer Group

6pm Worship
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10
6pm Trustees Meeting

24
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23

31

11:45am Brat/Hotdog
Cookout

22
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6pm Finance
Committee
7pm Administrative
Council

29

10:30am Worship
11:45am Brat/Hotdog
Cookout
6pm Jones Book
Study Group

10:30am Worship

10:30am Worship
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open minds and open doors.

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR
REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES
(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line
(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage
encadenada100@hotmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, WI 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua
Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Wednesday 9:00am - 12:00pm

August Services
Sunday Morning Worship—10:30 am

In Person
Broadcast on
WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on
Facebook Live

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement
The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly
share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
John Wesley
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