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¨James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations:
Greetings¨
James 1:1
Because our world is full of life and suffering, we must learn to be creative and
hopeful even when it seems that the forces and powers of this world have
managed to win. As an authentic community of faith, we must understand that
fidelity to God is not speech but action. It is also the practice of freedom, reverence for life and
the understanding of human diversity.
During the month of September, we will walk hand in hand with James, who taught us what is
important for a Christian life. James tells us that we are God's servants; and, that he will help us
to see our life from the right perspective. In turn, we will obtain very effective advice that will facilitate our ability to continue until we reach our goal of the highest calling. James deals with
suffering, prayer, love of wealth, and illness among many other things. He also gives us instructions on how to follow divine will.

His writing date is roughly 45 A.D., a few years after Jesus ascended into heaven. This letter is
addressed to those people of God who had been forced to leave their homes and their land.
These people also had lost their jobs and abandoned their families. They were Christians living
through really difficult situations.
In this context, the recipients of his letter were sad and hurt. Many were sick and many others
were facing shortages and poverty, perhaps for the first time in their lives. These recipients had
been forced to flee because of their faith in Christ which also had forced them to face great trials.
I invite you to read this letter from James very carefully and to study each teaching and to follow
each piece of advice.

James will help us to not only live our Christian life with greater peace and wisdom but also to
increase our faith and our dedication to God.
Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores
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God’s Blessings on You!

OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC
God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our
talents and have the courage to use them to serve you and our community with unimagined new
purposes on behalf of Jesus Christ. Amen.

God does nothing except in response to believing prayer.
John Wesley
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Delivery To The Animal Shelter
Following the special offering at the Outdoor Worship.

Youth Movie Night

Viroqua UMC July/August Giving
Thank you to those who have kept up with their giving during these uncertain times. This is so much appreciated, as
we do our best to continue God’s work. The amount needed each week to meet our 2021 Budget is $2,956.
Yard Sale
Bake Sale
July 25
August 1
August 8
August 15
August 22

$1,992.82
$286
$1,115
$1,997
$1,959
$606
$1,135
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Golden Cross Sunday
On this special offering Sunday the altar area was
decorated to honor health care workers.

Youth Swimming Day
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Vacation Bible School
Our joint Viroqua/Westby VBS was held on August 8th. It had been a rainy weekend, but cleared up enough that we
could do a lot of it outdoors. A great time was had by all ages as we learned, played, and ate together. Thanks to all
who helped in any way!
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MEXICAN DINNER
Viroqua United Methodist Church
221 S. Center St. Viroqua
SATURDAY, September 25th

Seatings @ 5:00 & 7:00 pm
$25.00
(30 Tickets will be sold for each seating)
Tickets available at the church, on Facebook, driftlessministry.org, or @ 637-3551

Menu
Appetizer Course
Tacos Dorados
Fried corn tortilla filled with potato or chicken served with lettuce, sour cream, queso fresco and guacamole.

Esquites
Corn Kernels seasoned with butter and epazote (traditional Mexican herb), served with mayo, queso fresco, lime
and chile powder.

Main Course
Cochinita Pibil
Pork cooked with Achiote paste (traditional Mayan spice) on banana leaf. Served with red onion marinated in
vinegar and lime, cucumber salad, “frijoles de la olla” (black beans seasoned with epazote) and Habanero (if
desired).

Dessert
Tres Leches Cake
Sponge cake soaked in three milks—sweetened condensed milk, evaporated milk, and cream. This is the
most common cake served in Mexico.
Beverages
Water, Coffee

Horchata
Rice Water with cinnamon
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Book Group
A group is being organized to read and discuss Caste by Isabella Wilkerson. This book traces the history of racism in
the United States from the beginning of slavery to the present, comparing it to the caste system of India. It addresses
the consequences of caste and its costs, before ending with a look at the possibility of a world without caste. The
book is gripping to read, but the content is heavy and powerful. It’s eye opening.
Discussion of Wilkerson’s Caste will be held on Monday evening, October 4th at 7:00 pm. At this meeting, the possibility of a regular book group will be discussed.
If interested, go ahead and read the book. It’s is available through McIntosh Memorial Library. Let Kathy Hanson know
if you need help getting the book.

Too Many Committees?
As we approach the fall and Charge Conference season, Administrative Council has begun the conversation about our
committee structure. Do we have enough committees? Do we have too many committees? Do the committee tasks
need to change?

All committee chairs are invited (even expected) to take part in a meeting to take a look at what we’re doing, what
we’d like to do, possibilities for improving what we’re doing. This meeting will be scheduled in late September.

Lending “Library” for Home Health Care Items
Thanks to Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp, the church has some health care items that can be lent out to our members. We
have a shower chair, commode, walker, and quad cane. If you are in need of any of these items, let the office know. If
you’d like to donate more items, that’s a possibility too.

Youth Leader Wanted
We are still looking for an energetic and ambitious individual to serve as our Youth Leader.
The responsibilities of the position will include coordinating youth activities and making connections with children
ages 11-18 for the purposes of worship, education and support of our youth. The Youth Leader will help to implement
a varied program including settings for worship, fellowship, service and fun.
Candidates should have a strong interest in working with youth and portray a knowledge of Christian principles. This
person will work closely with Pastor Erika (the senior pastor) in the development of this ministry.
The position will pay up to 20 hours per month at an hourly rate of $20 per hour.
Candidates will be considered until the position is filled. Applications may be picked up and returned to the church
office at 221 S. Center St., Viroqua, WI 54665.
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Electronic Giving
An electronic giving option is now available for our use through Vanco. Check it out!
You may use the link https://secure.myvanco.com/YN7H/home or find a link on our website at
driftlessministries.org.

September Online Study
Take Courage! Overcome Worry and Fear!
In a world where it feels like we are continually bombarded with negative news,
worry and fear can swirl around us like a raging storm. It can affect our moods,
our interactions, our health… our very lives! In this storm of anxiety, we can find
comfort and safety in the love of Christ!
During the month of September, we invite you to join us for 2 online studies.
These studies will help to fill us with the power of the Holy Spirit, assist us in releasing us from our worry, provide comfort, and strengthen our faith. Spanning a
total of 21 days, these studies will be an important resource for you in a world
filled with worry and fear.
We invite you to join us for this 21-day journey, which begins on Sunday, September 5th. To participate in our September online studies, follow the links below:

“Take Courage” Online Study
14 day study beginning Sept. 5th: https://bible.com/p/45151527/fbe779a8ca77a32945c29f00041432b2
“Overcoming Worries” Online Study
7 day study beginning Sept. 19th:
https://bible.com/p/45151557/5fb37c1b60ab1cfebe30a24fdcd1e8e9
This online study can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com website, which are free resources. In addition
to wonderful devotional/reading plans, they provide a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the Bible in a
wide variety of versions. The Bible App is available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at
www.bible.com.

Care & Nurture Committee
August 18, 2021
Attendees: Barb Casper, Betty Ross, Kathy Hanson, Pastor Erika
Kathy opened the meeting with prayer.
Review Activities:
We reviewed the Homebound list.
The brat/hot dog meal was a success. The crowd was small, but those who attended seemed to enjoy themselves.
Thanks to all who donated to the Free-will Offering. We were able to put $91 in the general fund.

Future Plans:
We’d like to plan a Birthday Potluck and a Board Game Night with an Ice Cream Buffet this fall if the pandemic allows
for that.
Meeting closed with prayer by Pastor Erika.
Next meeting Wednesday, September 15th @ 1:30 pm.
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Administrative Council
August 17, 2021
Members Present: Kathy Hanson, Pastor Erika, Gregory Cheever, Gregg Roberts, Aaron Hanson,
Phyllis Kalnins, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp, Cavan Fang.
The meeting was opened with devotions by Kathy and prayer by Pastor Erika.
Chuck shared information about the resurgence of COVID 19 and the Delta variant. Vernon
County ranks in the high danger zone. Masks are highly recommended in the building at this time.
Charge Conference Forms are available now. We are thinking ahead to getting the reports done and making plans for
next year. The discussion began again about whether we should look at restructuring and possibly combining some
committees. A time will be arranged in September for committee chairs to spend time studying possibilities.
We will send cards and ice cream tokens to school staff again as they start the new school year.

The Mexican Dinner plans were shared with the group. It is planned to be a 3-course meal—a more elegant sit-down
meal with food plated and served. It’s scheduled for Saturday, September 25th. Seating will be by family group or with
people with whom you’re comfortable. The serving staff and cooks will be masked. A limited number of tickets will be
sold at a cost of $25 each.
Kathy would like to start a book group to discuss Caste by Isabella Wilkerson. When the group gets together, it’s possible they will decide to continue the book club beyond the first book. Others are encouraged to be thinking of different
or creative ways to get our people active again.
Committee Reports:
Trustees - The committee met on August 10th. County Seat Laundry was approved to wash our dust mops and rags.
They will pick up and deliver for a cost of $1.50 per pound—a 10 pound minimum. An electrical problem with an air
conditioner in the parsonage was attended to. The church air conditioning filters have been changed.
Care & Nurture—see minutes elsewhere in this newsletter.
Worship - see update elsewhere in this newsletter.
Education - see minutes elsewhere in this newsletter.
The meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer.

Education Committee
Monday, August 9th at 7 p.m. via zoom
Members Present: Pastor Erika, Avis Marino, Kathy Hanson, Holly Fanta, and Janette Hanson.
Old Business
On July 26th the youth watched the animated movie The Prince of Egypt in the fellowship hall. On Aug. 4th the kids
went swimming at the Westby pool.
Vacation Bible School was held Sunday Aug. 8th from 4-7 pm at the Westby UMC. We combined our congregations for
a day of all-ages family fun and instruction. Pastor Erika provided our program content based on the miracles of Jesus. Many volunteers made the day a great blessing for us all. Thanks to all who helped and all who attended!
New Business
Adult Bible classes were approved to start Aug. 1st. We are planning to have an 8th grade confirmation class starting
this fall. We discussed the possibility of combining this class with Pastor Jorge’s confirmation classes.
The church school classes will not start for awhile. Instead we will have a group activity once a month or so as we
have been doing. We are in need of parents to volunteer as leaders/teachers in order for church school to continue.
Pastor Erika closed our meeting with prayer.
Next meeting: Sept. 13th at 7pm.
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Finance Committee
August 17, 2021 6 pm (Zoom)
Attendees: Pastor Erika, Kathy, Aaron, Gregg, Gregory, Cavan
Joys & Concerns; Joanne, Avis, Phillis, Haiti, Afghanistan, and awesome weather
Opening Prayer: Pastor Erika
Reports given by Financial Secretary & Treasurer. Designated fund balances held by the Financial Secretary total
$26,834.58. There was $10,000 transferred to the treasurer checkbook to pay for Trustee monthly maintenance line
items. The online giving has been used by members for online giving.
Treasurer reported YTD collection plate giving is ahead of last year, $60,935.83. It was also reported that the shared
expenses with other churches have been received in a timely manner. There has also been $39.94 to-date received
from the Amazon Smile program.
A final decision will be made on Wednesday 8-25-2021 to finalize if the Hispanic Fundraising Event will move forward
with Covid spiking.
Yard Sale final numbers, $1,992.82 was raised for the general budget and $286 was raised from the bake sale to support the Temba mission. Awesome job to the participants of the yard sale.
Gregory volunteered to reach out to Sonja to audit the treasurer checkbook for 2020.
Final topic for the evening was to mention the 2022 budget process would be starting in September.
Adjourned at 6:45pm

Worship Committee
Thursday August 5, 2021 at 6 p.m.

Attending: Avis Marino, Barb Casper, Cavan Fang, Pastor Erika, Irene Fortney, Kathy Hanson, Phyllis Kalnins, Chuck
Mulvaney-Kemp
Various local COVID metrics are trending in a dangerous direction, so it would be best if everyone wears a mask while
in the church building. Therefore the church’s mask policy is now “strongly encouraged for everyone”. Ushers and
greeters have disposable masks available for whoever needs one.
The July 18 outdoor worship and picnic was a very nice service, and the Blessing Of The Animals went well. Next year
we look forward to having a proper potluck, and we hope a church member or friend will step forward and volunteer a
golf cart to help people get up to the shelter.
We have been leaving the arch lights off to improve the picture on Facebook. However, the in-person worshippers
have to be our greater priority, so we will turn on all the arch lights as long as worship remains in-person.
We are still exploring the possibility of getting a screen to display hymn words, etc, during worship. We have met with
a volunteer who has some knowledge of these systems, but we would like to have a larger pool of volunteers willing
either to format the slides on a computer, or to run the projector on Sunday. We are still interested in what everyone
thinks about getting a screen—whether you like or dislike the idea, what sorts of things you want to see or don’t want
to see on a screen.
Please talk to Pastor Erika or another Worship Committee member to share your thoughts.
Our next meeting will be Sept 2, 6 p.m.
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open minds and open doors.

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR
REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES
(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line
(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage
encadenada100@hotmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, WI 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua
Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Wednesday 9:00am - 12:00pm

September Services
Sunday Morning Worship—10:30 am

In Person
Broadcast on
WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on
Facebook Live

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement
The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly
share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
John Wesley
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