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Returning from Exile.
By the waters of Babylon,
there we sat down and wept,
when we remembered Zion.
Psalm 137:1
The Church has been affected by the global impact of the coronavirus. We have lost friends
and family; and, we have faced the difficulty of conducting the liturgy as a community. As a
church we have had to celebrate our services at home. However, in tune with the rest of humanity, we are challenged to go beyond this pain and reflect on the deep meaning of this time
of pandemic. That means going back to the core of our faith and discerning how God is present
in these events.
As Christians, we must recognize in the pandemic a “sign of the times” that requires us to recreate ways in which we
are the Church and ways in which we embody the Gospel. This is easily said, but the truth is that we are facing a question that has no default answer. Faced with unprecedented circumstances in our history, we are required to respond
with creative fidelity. Our tradition, as a living body founded in Christ and enriched by the generations of Christians that
have preceded us, has resources to guide us in the difficult task of navigating this crisis without being blind to the radical novelty emerging before our eyes.
In this perspective, the biblical tradition read at the present moment can give us clues to the question at stake. For the
people of Israel, their "founding" experience was exile in Babylon during the 6th century BC. The holy city of Jerusalem
was sacked and the temple destroyed.
Hitting rock bottom made the exiles remember their vulnerability and their interdependence on God and other people.
It was then that they returned to the essentials: they remembered they were a nation chosen by God to announce salvation to all other nations. God had freed them from slavery in Egypt and was committed to loving them unconditionally within the framework of an unbreakable relationship.
Like the Jews in exile, the Church in the face of the pandemic is called to examine itself. Our tradition is so focused on
worship that today it has been difficult for us not to have face-to-face services and activities. Returning to the simile
with the Babylonian exile, this community was also prevented from worshiping in the traditional way. Because the
Temple of Jerusalem was destroyed, that dimension of Jewish religiosity was blocked. However, in its absence, they
rediscovered the message revealed by God and the history of their relationship with Him. Faced with the impossibility
of going to the Temple, these believers refocused their experience of faith in the Word of God.
To recount the life of faith in the Word is to recognize that our experiences are also a place where God makes Himself
known to us and calls us to collaborate in His mission. Here we discover His divine presence in unexpected places.
While we have learned to be a church in “exile”, now is the time to go home. The past few months have been a constant reminder of two simultaneous truths: We don't know what's next, but God knows. Entering the pandemic was
like turning off a light switch. One Sunday, we were at the service as usual and the following Sunday we were not.
But exiting the pandemic is not like flipping the switch on again. It's more like going through physical therapy - a long,

slow retraining process to use muscles that may have atrophied and must now perform activities they haven't done
before. This will be difficult, and it will take time. But we will carry on with the mission.
Under the direction of the Holy Spirit, the possibilities that present themselves outweigh the challenges. Now more
than ever, those of us in leadership positions in the church must help our congregations emphasize mission above all
else.
And what is our mission? Worship Jesus. Love people. Make disciples of believers. Reach lost and broken people with
the good news of Christ and of His crucifixion. And, invite the Holy Spirit to move among us and bring the healing that
only He can provide.
Pastor Erika
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God does nothing except in response to believing prayer.
John Wesley
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OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC
God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our
talents and have the courage to use them to serve you and our community with unimagined new
purposes on behalf of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Blessing of the Backpacks

Ladies Get-Away
(A “Big Thing” Event)
Irene, Avis, & Kathy on Lake Winter

Viroqua UMC August/September Giving
Thank you to those who have kept up with their giving during these uncertain times. This is so much appreciated, as
we do our best to continue God’s work. The amount needed each week to meet our 2021 Budget is $2,956.
August 29
September 5
September 12
September 19
Online Giving

$745
$1590
$1498
$780
$1,000
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Restructuring?
Each year as we begin to think about Charge Conference and updating our committee membership, the question
comes up regarding our structure. Do we have too many committees? Do we have enough committees? Are there ministries not being covered? Can we be more efficient? Are we asking too much of our members? Are we asking enough?
A group of committee chairpersons and others gathered on Monday, September 20th to take a look at this. Those present were: Pastor Erika, Kathy Hanson, Gregory Cheever, Gregg Roberts, Aaron Hanson, Layne Hanson, Jolene Gudgeon, Cavan Fang, Kristen Parrott, Phyllis Kalnins, Jack & Mary Deters.
The Book of Discipline allows for flexibility in our structure. Trustees, Finance Committee, and Staff Parish Committee
must always be present, but other committees may vary. After much discussion, it was decided that for now, the Care
& Nurture committee will increase the number of members and take on some more community outreach goals. The
name of the committee may change. The Visioning committee will function as a sub-committee of the Administrative
Council.
The idea of a One-Committee Church is appealing to many of the group, but we don’t know enough about it at this
time. More information will be gathered.
Discussion will continue……………...

World Communion Sunday
World Communion Sunday will be celebrated on October 3. This Sunday
calls the church to reach out to all people, and to model diversity among
God’s children. We will take a special offering that day which will support
World Communion Scholarships, the Ethnic Scholarship Program, and the
Ethnic In-Service Training Program. Our gifts are a blessing to individuals
who face financial obstacles while preparing for the vocation God has
given them.

YOUTH PROGRAMMING
The Education Committee is at a crossroads. The only thing we know for sure is that there will be a confirmation class
this year. The time for the class to meet is yet to be determined.
A youth and parent lunch and planning time is scheduled for Sunday, October 17th right after church. It is important
that all families are in attendance as programming cannot be planned without your input.

WE NEED YOU!
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OCTOBER
IS

“BACK TO HOME”
MONTH
We are the Body of Christ and we need every member to keep the
church alive and to continue the projects of God
During October, an emphasis will be placed on prayer, activities,
visits, mailings, etc., all focused on getting our people back to our

church home.
If you are interested in helping with this project, please
attend a planning meeting on
Monday, September 27th @ 6:30 in
the Fellowship Hall.
Stay Tuned for More…………..
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MEXICAN DINNER
CARRY OUT
Viroqua United Methodist Church
221 S. Center St. Viroqua
SUNDAY, October 24th — 4:30 - 6:00 pm
$12.50
Tickets available at the church, on Facebook, driftlessministry.org, or @ 637-3551

Menu
Tacos Dorados
Fried corn tortilla filled with potato or chicken served with lettuce, sour cream, queso fresco and guacamole.

Esquites
Corn Kernels seasoned with butter and epazote (traditional Mexican herb), served with mayo, queso fresco, lime
and chile powder.

Cochinita Pibil
Pork cooked with Achiote paste (traditional Mayan spice) on banana leaf. Served with red onion marinated in
vinegar and lime, cucumber salad, “frijoles de la olla” (black beans seasoned with epazote) and Habanero (if
desired).

Tres Leches Cake
Sponge cake soaked in three milks—sweetened condensed milk, evaporated milk, and cream. This is the
most common cake served in Mexico.

Plans for the Mexican dinner have evolved. It was first intended to be a sit-down dinner held in September
along with a celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month. The committee postponed those September plans
because of the Delta variant and the spike in Covid cases.
Now, the Mexican Dinner will now be held on October 24th and it will be a Carry-Out Dinner.
(see flier above)
More information will be out soon regarding tickets, etc.
Thanks for staying flexible!
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Book Discussion
Caste: The Origins of Our Discontent
A discussion of this book will be held on Monday, October 4, at 7:00 pm in the chapel. Everyone is welcome. You don’t
have to have read the book to attend the discussion. Community members have been invited to participate with us.
This book traces the history of racism in the United States from the beginning of slavery to the present, and compares
it to the caste system of India. The consequences and costs of a caste system are explored.

October Online Studies
Two Weeks of Praying Grace
Matt Redman – Your Grace Finds Me
Grace. Grace is a gift from God that He gives freely to us, even though we haven’t done
anything special to deserve this gift. Have you accepted God’s gift of grace that He’s given You today? Have you thanked Him for it? Our first online study in October, “Two
Weeks of Praying Grace, delves into how we can pray in a way that is embedded in God’s
goodness, confidence and proclaim the joy instead of just asking for help. The second
study, “Matt Redman – Your Grace Finds Me”, takes a different approach to learning
more about God’s grace and gives us a behind the scenes look into what scriptures lead
Matt Redman to write the song “Your Grace Finds Me” and the other songs in this album.
Here is a link to a performance of the song “Your Grace Finds Me”:
Your Grace Finds Me - Matt Redman - worship Video with lyrics - YouTube.
The “Two Weeks of Praying Grace” study will begin on October 3rd. Here is the link to join
this 14-day study: https://bible.com/p/45801666/9166b5c1cce8c7b997cabd7c0e44104e.
The “Matt Redman – Your Grace Finds Me” study will begin on October 17. Here is the link to join this 12-day study: https://
bible.com/p/45801711/bce436f74464ef9a1940427a55e41cd1.
These online studies can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com website, which are free resources. In addition to wonderful devotional/reading plans, they provide a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the Bible in a wide variety of versions.
The Bible App is available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at www.bible.com.

Electronic Giving
An electronic giving option is now available for our use through Vanco. Check it out!
You may use the link https://secure.myvanco.com/YN7H/home or find a link on our website at
driftlessministries.org.

Annual Charge Conference Monday, November 15, 6:30 pm
Save the Date!
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Administrative Council
September 21, 2021
Members Present: Kathy Hanson, Pastor Erika, Gregory Cheever, Jolene Gudgeon, Phyllis
Kalnins, Cavan Fang, Kristen Parrott.
The meeting was opened with devotions by Kathy and prayer by Pastor Erika.
Restructuring meeting—we reviewed the discussion held at the meeting last night. We want to continue discussions
along these lines and further study the One-Committee Church concept. The only changes right now will be in the
Care & Nurture Committee. They will take on some more community outreach projects and enlarge their committee.
The Visioning Committee is a sub-committee of the Ad Council
Back to Home (Church) - Pastor Erika described plans to make October a “Back to Church” month. This is an effort to
encourage church attendance with the understanding that circumstances vary for everyone. A meeting will be held on
Monday, September 27th to plan activities. The Church Leadership Team is asked to support the campaign with prayer and fasting. More information to come.
Committee Reports:
Reports were given by the committee chairpersons in attendance. The minutes of those committees are all in this
newsletter.
The meeting ended with prayer.
Next meeting, October 19, 2021.

Care & Nurture Committee
September 22, 2021
Attendees: Barb Casper, Betty Ross, Kathy Hanson, Pastor Erika
Pastor Erika opened us with prayer.
Review Activities:
Sandy sent 18 cards in August and25 cards in September. She is sending some cards by email.
We reviewed the Homebound list.
Barb has updated the red bags for first time visitors. She will take on the responsibility to keep them updated.
New Business:
This committee will take on more community outreach activities. We will add more members to the committee and
possibly change our name for next year. Barb will ask some folks to serve on the committee.
Budget—We will ask for a budget increase for next year—$50 more for gifts, cards and mailings and $300 for outreach
activities.
Pastor Erika described the “Back to Home” campaign. Members of our committee are asked to serve on one of the
teams who will make it happen.
Outreach—plans were begun to do a thank you to health care workers around Thanksgiving time.
Future Ideas Still on the Table:
Birthday Potluck
Game Night/Ice Cream Bar
Random notes/cards
Meeting closed with prayer by Pastor Erika.
Next meeting Wednesday, October 20 @ 1:30 pm.

8

Trustees Meeting
September 14, 2021 7 pm Zoom
Present: Aaron, Dale, Phyllis, Gregory, Pastor Erika, Sandy
Opened with prayer by Pastor Erika
Bills:

Mic batteries
$20.98
Cleaning Rag Service
$12.50
Bee removal in parsonage
$85 (split with other churches)
Vernon Communications
$165—router in fellowship hall
The Worship Committee has been contemplating installing AV equipment in the sanctuary. Phyllis presented the AV
information. Cost and installation are yet to be determined and type of equipment is yet to be decided with three options being considered. All concerns were discussed, and maintenance service should also be considered. Trustees are
agreeable with the project. Final decisions are left to Worship and Finance Committees.
2022 Budget proposal:
Housekeeping wages
$12, 035
Housekeeping supplies
$1,000
Elevator
$1,550
Parsonage maintenance
$500
Church Electricity
$4,000
Church Gas
$7,000
Water/sewer/garbage
$1,100
Church maintenance
$2,000
Snow removal
$5,000
Piano/organ tuning
$1,200
Total
$43,385
Pastor reported that the Charge Conference will be held on November 15, 2021 @ 6:30 pm. VUMC will be combined
with Jorge’s churches.
Joanne Hornby has been moved to Vernon Memorial Hospital.
Covid report: Cases are up 30% in Vernon County and the hospital can not accept more cases.
Next meeting—October 12, 7 pm Zoom.
Meeting adjourned at 7:53 pm
Submitted by Sandy Skarda.

Education Committee
Monday, September 13th at 7 p.m. via zoom
Members Present: Pastor Erika, Avis Marino, Kathy Hanson, Janette Hanson, Elizabeth Roberts.
Pastor Erika led the meeting. For now, we will take turns leading meetings.
Discussion was held about how to do Sunday School type programming. Several possibilities were suggested including an early Sunday morning contemporary family time, Sunday School during worship time, Sunday School after
church with a meal, Wednesdays after school. We are in need of teachers/leaders. It was decided that Pastor Erika
will meet with each family, and then we’ll have a potluck meeting of all families on Sunday, October 17 after church
to make some plans.
Confirmation will be starting in October. We have 3 Confirmation age kids and Westby has 1. Pastor Erika will contact
Confirmation parents to decide on a meeting day and time.
We are continuing to pursue options for High School Youth. The Youth Leader position is still open. We’ll also look at
combining with other churches to form a youth group. The adult Sunday School class might also be an option.
Bibles will be given to 3rd graders during October.
Next meeting: October 11th at 7pm. Janette will lead the meeting.
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Worship Committee
Thursday September 2, 2021 at 6 p.m.

Attending: Barb Casper, Cavan Fang, Pastor Erika, Irene Fortney, Kathy Hanson, Phyllis Kalnins
Local COVID rates are still high, so the church is continuing the current policy: masks are strongly encouraged for everyone while inside the building. Also the COVID task force is adjusting the “white ribbon” sanctuary seating locations
to improve safety. However, we are working in other ways toward returning to normal. Hymnals and Bibles have been
returned to the pews. Red visitor bags are once again available to give to newcomers. And starting on World Communion Sunday October 3, we will resume using fresh bread instead of prepackaged wafers for in-person Communion, and
also resume having special music during worship at least once a month.
We encourage everyone to join together in celebrating Communion in October on World Communion Sunday, a day
when Christians in every culture break bread and pour the cup to remember and affirm Christ as the Head of the
Church. If you are unable to attend in person, please contact the office as soon as possible to arrange for pickup or
home delivery of Communion elements so you can participate on Facebook or over the radio.
Pastor Erika has started asking worshippers to follow along in the Bible as she preaches her sermon. Worshippers can
use the pew Bibles, but we also invite everyone to bring your own Bible so you can follow along using your preferred
translation. Those who worship via Facebook and radio should also have your Bibles at hand so you can follow along at
home.
Visitors with young children have not always had a satisfying worship experience with us, because they are distracted
trying to manage their children. Ideally, we would like to provide nursery attendants as needed, to help watch over the
children downstairs. That would give visitors a more positive experience and show them our commitment to children
and youth; it could also be beneficial for our own members who have kids. Unfortunately, providing nursery attendants is difficult or impossible at this time—partly because of safety reasons, but mostly because of a shortage of volunteers during COVID. We ask everyone to think and pray about how we might someday provide nursery attendants, and
contact the office if you would be willing to serve occasionally in the nursery, now or in the future.
We continue to research possibilities for using a projector and screen in worship. Phyllis presented our findings so far
to the Trustees, to describe generally what sort of system we think we need and explain why we think we need it, and
find out if the Trustees have suggestions or concerns about the project. Discussions with the Trustees will be ongoing.
Our next meeting will be Oct 7, 6 pm, online. Among other topics, we will be planning our All Saints celebration,
Thanksgiving activities, and Advent.
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open minds and open doors.

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR
REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES
(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line
(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage
encadenada100@hotmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, WI 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua
Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Wednesday 9:00am - 12:00pm

October Services
Sunday Morning Worship—10:30 am
Broadcast on
WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement
The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly
share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
John Wesley
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