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“Thanks to all the cheerful givers”
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”
2 Corinthians 9.7
Now that we are finishing the present year, the group of leaders have been analyzing the challenges that we have had to face to fulfill the different commitments that we have as a church.
God has kept his word to sustain our ministry, thanks to those who so generously, consistently,
and graciously offered their resources so that our church could fulfill these commitments.
We know that the challenge will be greater in 2022, and we cannot do it without the help of all of
you and your generosity. That is why we make a call to reflect with us on what the Scriptures tell us about our commitment as stewards. God has made us his stewards by entrusting us with the care of this world and valuable talents, to
fulfill this high purpose requires certain characteristics. Below, I list four of them:
1. The good steward recognizes the sovereignty of his Lord. This is the fundamental characteristic of a faithful steward,
recognizing God as the Creator of everything that exists (Exodus 20:11), as the owner of gold and silver (Haggai 2:8), of
our body (1 Corinthians 6:20), our family. The good steward recognizes that nothing is his, because "everything belongs" to his Lord.
2. The good steward recognizes his steward status. Stewardship teaches us that our rights have limits, as Joseph
acknowledged to Potiphar's wife when she told him: "He has reserved nothing for me but you, because you are his
wife." (Genesis 39: 9). To Adam and Eve God said: “From every tree you can eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil you shall not eat… ”(Genesis 2: 16-17); In the same way, he established a specific day for his worship
(Exodus 20: 8-11), he asks us to tithe all that we receive, recognizing his sovereignty (Malachi 3:10). He has established
the laws to govern our moral conduct. In the end, all of this is for our own good.
3. The good steward is faithful in the least. “He who is faithful in a little, will also be faithful in much; and he who is not
complete in a little, will not be so in much either. Therefore, if you have not been faithful in the use of worldly riches,
who will entrust future riches to you? " (Luke 16: 10-11). Never think that an act, a thought, a coin, a few grams, a piece
of egg, 5 minutes, etc., are of little importance, and that nobody will notice. If you are careful with the small details you
will also be with the big responsibilities. Remember that nothing goes unnoticed by God.
4. The good steward makes good use of the talents entrusted to him. It is sad to see talented people wasting or misusing their gifts, wasting time in front of the television, on social media, in small talk, etc. Idleness is dangerous ground.
God wants us to use wisely the talents He has entrusted to us through faithful service to Him and to our fellow men.
My friends, thank you for caring for God’s house and for all who enter, with such love and grace. Thank you for your
outreach into our community, for walking bumpy roads with those facing challenges. And finally, thank you for sharing
your time and talents and resources and prayers so our dear church can continue to be a beacon; not only to us, but
also to all seeking God’s light.

Pastor Erika
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OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC
God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our
talents and have the courage to use them to serve you and our community with unimagined new
purposes on behalf of Jesus Christ. Amen.

God does nothing except in response to believing prayer.
John Wesley
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Janet Welch
Volunteer of the Year for Vernon County Historical Society
(She arranges the volunteer schedule)

Cavan Fang
Special President’s Award from the Vernon County Historical Society
(He does the newsletter)

All Saints Sunday
On November 7th we honored the memory of two of our
members who passed away this year:
Ken Turner
Lynn Whitney
In addition to our members we also honored:
Kim Austin
Jeff Buckmaster
Rev. Clarence H. Cheever
George Hanson
Katherine Kalnins
James Schaeffer
Elizabeth VanErem
Those who have suffered illness
Those who have been victims of hatred and intolerance

Coat Drive for Afghan Refugees

November Food Drive
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Our Thankful Tree

Family
Health
God’s Grace
Church friends
Safety
My own room
My legs
My home
Sunshine & rain
Music
Freedom
Our Military Service
Teachers
Vaccinations
Sunday School starting
Bible Study
Relatives
Church
My car
Happiness
Hugs
Insurance
Pets
Auto Repair Shops
Solid Marriage
Family Time
Great neighbors
Warm Coats
Electricity
Spouse
Church Youth
Their Future
This Glorious Day
Love
Wonderful Doctors
Medical Workers
Pastor Erika’s Leadership
Brother, Sister, Friend
The Holidays to Come
Church Workers
That I Can Help Troubled Kids
Time with nieces & nephews
COVID Treatment & prevention
Everything He Has Given to Me
Excellent Card at Vernon Memorial
My Son, Grandchildren, Great Granddaughter
For a Life That Is Capable of Helping Others
Loved Ones Known & Yet to be Discovered
My Hometown Church Where I Grew Up
May God Always Bless This Church

Thanksgiving Service
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Thanksgiving Service

Advent Preparations

Advent Devotionals
Be sure to get your copy of the 3rd Annual Advent Devotional. The daily use of them is encouraged as a way
spend extra quiet and reflective time during this special season of preparation for the coming of Jesus.
Thank you to everyone who said “YES” to writing a devotional. They are so very meaningful, both to those who
write entries and those who read them!

Book Discussion
Waking Up White by Debby Irving
Waking Up White is the author’s story of her struggles with diversity—her adventure of discovery and insight.
Discussion of Waking Up White will be held on Monday, November 29th at 7:30 pm.
Everyone is invited to join the discussion in the Fellowship Hall
This is the second book chosen to read & discuss relating to social justice. Another one will most likely follow.
Watch for the title.
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Finn Brenneman
Mentor, Gregg Roberts
Age: 13
Birthdate: November 26, 2007
Family Members: Shelly (mom), Jerry (dad) and Ansel (brother)
My Favorite School Subject: History
In my free time , I like to hang out with friends.
My True Color is: Orange & Blue This means that I like to have fun and be with
people.
My favorite kind of ice cream is Cookies & Cream.
The best thing about confirmation is learning.
Our church needs more people.

Gradyn Hanson
Mentor, Jack Deters
Age: 13
Birthdate: April 28, 2008
Family Members: Angie (mom), Aaron (dad), Grant (brother)
My Favorite School Subject : Social Studies
In my free time I like to ride dirt bike and snowmobile.
My True Color is Yellow & Orange. This means that I’m independent and like
to be involved.
My favorite kind of ice cream is Mint Chocolate Chip.
The best thing about confirmation is talking about the Old Testament.
Our church needs more people.

Kalia Schultz
Mentor, Janette Hanson
Age: 13
Birthdate: June 20, 2008
Family Members: Kelli (mom), Chris (dad), Kyle (brother), Brian (brother)
My Favorite School Subject: Art and English
In my free time, I like to draw, play games, hang out with friends, and decorate
my room.
My True Color is Orange. This means that I am creative, don’t plan, go for it, and
am optimistic.
My favorite kind of ice cream is Oreo or Chocolate.
The best thing about confirmation class is being able to listen to others and their
opinions.
Our church needs more confirmation kids.
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If you’d like to order poinsettias to help beautify our sanctuary during the
Advent and Christmas season, call the church office by December 1st. The
cost is $13.25 each and you may give it in honor or memory of someone.

Christmas Eve Services will be held indoors this year! After a cold evening in the parking lot last Christmas, we are so looking forward to having
our traditional service of lessons and carols and candlelight in our beautiful sanctuary.
The service will be at 5:00 pm on Friday, December 24th. We’ll practice
distancing and masks as appropriate (they are still optional).
All are welcome to worship with us on this most holy night.

January 6 celebrates the arrival of the Wise Men to see Jesus.
Christian churches recognize Epiphany, but our American culture does not generally pay it so much heed. In
the Mexican culture, Epiphany is a very important celebration. That is the day when children receive the
good gifts—the toys. (On Christmas, they receive the boring gifts—clothes.)
We had a special Epiphany celebration in 2019 with a service of all music. It won’t be the same, but we are
planning an Epiphany surprise for this year - January 2nd, 2022!

December Online Study – Wow, God! (An Advent Journey)
Advent. What is it about? Find out how God want to capture our hearts by His love. Come
with us as we explore Advent through the eyes of someone seeking to find meaning beyond the traditional Christmas story. This journey through the Advent season will offer 25
ways that God “wows” us with Jesus.
Please join us for this month’s online study, “Wow, God! (An Advent Journey)” which begins on December 1st and ends on Christmas Day. Here is the link to join this study: https://
bible.com/p/46994603/5b68f25a77c9af28b833d85ad5262b47
The online study can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com website, which are free resources. In addition to
wonderful devotional/reading plans, they provide a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the Bible in a wide
variety of versions. The Bible App is available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at
www.bible.com.
7

Administrative Council
November 16, 2021
Members Present: Kathy Hanson, Pastor Erika, Gregory Cheever, Jolene Gudgeon, Aaron Hanson, Layne Hanson, Phyllis Kalnins, Cavan Fang, Kristen Parrott, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp.
The meeting was opened with a reading from Grace Under Pressure by Ardith Hoff
Charge Conference Review: Questions were answered regarding information in the Charge Conference Booklet.
Some corrections were made in the committee listings.
Stewardship Campaign: Pastor Erika and the Stewardship committee have been planning a campaign to be held
during Advent. Each Sunday morning Worship Service will feature a Bible character from the Christmas story and their
gifts to God. Letters will be sent out as the campaign begins, and pledge cards around New Year’s.
Committee Reports
Trustees: See minutes elsewhere in the newsletter.
SPRC: No action except for Charge Conference reports.
Worship: See minutes elsewhere in the newsletter.
Education: Sunday School begins on November 21st during worship. Parents are signing up to help. Youth will participate in the worship service on December 12. This will be the Christmas program.
Care & Nurture: A cookie thank you to Vernon Memorial Hospital staff is being organized, and will be delivered during Thanksgiving week.
Missions: The coat drive for Afghan refugees and the food drive for the food pantry are going on. November 28th is
Student Sunday. Folks are encouraged to wear their school colors and make a special offering to provide scholarships
for United Methodist students.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. Next meeting December 21st @ 8:00 pm.

Education Committee
November 8, 2021
Present: Kathy Hanson, Janette Hanson, Pastor Erika, and Avis Marino
Avis opened with prayer.
Plans were discussed for resuming Sunday School on Nov. 21st. Pastor Erika has plans for a youth oriented worship
service in which the children will participate. This will be for the Dec. 12th worship service. A plan for getting parents
involved was discussed. A text was composed which Kathy will send to parents to solicit sign-up for leading Sunday
School activities.
Sunday School age children through 7th grade will attend church services until after the children's time and will then
be excused to go to the fellowship hall for Sunday School. Nov. 21, 28, and Dec. 5 will be focused on preparing for the
Dec. 12 service. Dec. 19 will be for wrapping gifts for a local family. Kathy will contact Human Services for the information for a family. Parents will help decide when to shop for the gifts for that family. Regular curriculum for Sunday
School will begin in January.
Pastor Erika relayed information about a Confirmation Retreat that will be held on March 4-5, and will focus on our
Wesleyan Heritage. Avis asked if the previous confirmation class could also be included since they did not have the
opportunity for a retreat experience due to Covid.
The meeting adjourned by praying the Lord's prayer.
The next meeting will be Dec. 13th at 7:00 PM.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Avis Marino
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Trustees Meeting
November 9, 2021 7 pm Zoom
Present: Aaron, Dale, Pastor Erika, Sandy, Phyllis, guest-Chuck
Opened with prayer by Pastor Erika
Chuck was given the floor to ask the use of the fellowship hall for a meeting for volunteers for Teen Court training if the
school is not available. Possibly computers would be used. Time and date to be determined. All agreed to this. It would
be considered a UMC Outreach service. Chuck left the meeting.
Bills: Fire extinguisher inspection was done at a cost of $141.50.
Jim is pleased with the rag cleaning arrangement.
Mr. Hauge will continue with the snow removal at the same rate of $50.00 per plowing. Salt is up to $16.00 per bag.
Kevin Fredrickson could not be reached at the old phone number. Aaron will contact him to confirm the sidewalk cleaning.

The office windows need to have the storms put on. New blinds are needed for the library. Aaron will see to this.
David Peterson declined another term as trustee, but will be available as needed.
Gregory is stepping down as trustee. Jack Deters will serve on the committee.
Reminder: Charge Conference is November 15 @ 6:30 pm All are welcome.
Next meeting December 14, 2021 @ 7 pm (Zoom)
Adjourned at 7:15 pm

Finance Committee
November 16, 2021, 7:00 pm (Zoom)
Attendee's: Cavan, Kathy, Dan, Jolene, Gregg, Gregory, Pastor Erika
Joys & Concerns: Thankful for safe trip to Montana and back, Charge conference, Dan concern for Taylor Family health
Pastor Erika family
Financial Secretary and Treasurer Reports accepted
Reviewed Charge conference financial questions. Will follow-up via email.
Introduced new Finance Chairperson for 2022, Dan Brown.
Next meeting December 21, 2021

Viroqua UMC October /November Giving
Thank you to those who have kept up with their giving during these uncertain times. This is so much appreciated, as
we do our best to continue God’s work. The amount needed each week to meet our 2021 Budget is $2,956.
Mexican Dinner
October 31
November 7
November 14
November 21

$915
$690
$2,402
$6,718
$1,137
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Worship Committee
Thursday Nov 4 2021, 6 p.m.
Attending: Barb Casper, Cavan Fang, Irene Fortney, Kathy Hanson, Phyllis Kalnins, Avis Marino, Pastor Erika, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp
COVID rates are still high, but are holding steady. Therefore, we will continue our worship
pandemic protocols at the current levels. On Sundays when we can open the doors for ventilation the back corners seats might get a bit chilly, but people will have their coats with them
so they will be able to keep warm.
It is critically important to keep our children and youth (especially recent confirmands) engaged and active in the life of
the church. To this end, on the third Sunday of each month, we will redesign worship to focus on children and youth.
This service will have a different format from our usual services, and will use more contemporary music and children’s
songs. We would like to have a guitar player help accompany some of these songs, so everyone should pray for God to
provide us a person with that gift. These Children’s worship services will start no later than January.
The Thanksgiving joint worship with Westby is set for 6 pm 11/21 at Viroqua, with special music by the quartet plus a
few Westby singers.
Our November food drive is going well; people have been bringing in food items. The Food Pantry also has a need for
money, so we will expand our food drive to include asking for monetary donations too.
Last year we asked the liturgist to light the Advent wreath because of COVID, but as we move closer to normal we are
back to having families do it this year.
Worship services during Advent will have an emphasis on stewardship.
Each Sunday will focus on different characters in the Nativity story, who offered their gifts to God. The quartet and skit
actors will help tell these stories, and the Third Sunday of Advent will be the Sunday School program.
Christmas Eve worship will be indoors, returning to our usual Lessons & Carols format with different readers for each
lesson. We will plan this at the next committee meeting.
Our next meeting will be December 2, 6 pm on Zoom.

Care & Nurture Committee
November 17, 2021
Attendees: Barb Casper, Betty Ross, Alice Sloane, Kathy Hanson, Pastor Erika
Kathy opened us with prayer.
Review Activities:
We reviewed the Homebound list.
New Business:
Vernon Memorial Thank You—plans were finalized for preparation and delivery of the cookie bags to thank hospital
workers for their service. Alice has been coordinating with the hospital to get all the information we need and arrange for delivery. We’ll assemble the bags on Monday, November 22nd and deliver on Tuesday, the 23rd.
Christmas Outreach to our Homebound Members—we brainstormed ideas for what to give to our homebound
members for a Christmas outreach. We agreed we want to do something. We’ll all look for ideas and finalize our
plans at the December meeting.
Meeting closed with prayer by Pastor Erika.
Next meeting Wednesday, December 15 @ 1:00 pm.
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Sunday

ADVENT 2
5
9am Adult Sunday
School
10:30am Worship w/
Communion
10:45am Youth
Sunday School
ADVENT 3
12
9am Adult Sunday
School
10:30am Worship with
Christmas Program
11:30am Fellowship
Time
12pm Youth Mission
Family Shopping
4pm Jones Study
Group @ Barb
Casper’s

26

ADVENT 4
19
9am Adult Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday
School
Christmas
Party

10:30am Worship

Monday

7pm Education
Committee

6

13

20

27

Wednesday
8am Prayer Group

8am Prayer Group

8am Prayer Group
1pm Care & Nurture

8am Prayer Group

8am Prayer Group

29

22

15

8

1

10am Pastor @
Norseland

6pm Worship
Committee

Thursday

December 2021
Tuesday

7

14

21

6pm Trustees Meeting

7pm Finance
Committee
8pm Administrative
Council

28

Friday
3

Saturday
4

11

2

10

9am Christmas Cookie
Walk @ Westby

9

NEW YEARS DAY

CHRISTMAS DAY

1

25

5pm Confirmation
Christmas Party

18

31

24

17

5pm Christmas Eve
Service

16

23

30

11

The Cross & The Flame is published monthly
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open minds and open doors.

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR
REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES
(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line
(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage
encadenada100@hotmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, WI 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua
Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Wednesday 9:00am - 12:00pm

December Services
Sunday Morning Worship—10:30 am
Broadcast on
WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on
Facebook Live

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement
The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly
share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
John Wesley
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