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GRATITUDE
Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus”
1 Thessalonians 5.18
The expression "THANK YOU" has great meaning. It is what we say when we thank a person for
something. The Word teaches us a lot about gratitude especially to our God and Creator, so we
understand that for the Lord this is important.
Giving thanks to God for everything is an act of faith, since we are always placing our trust in
Him that He acts in accordance with his will. God loves that we thank him for everything, and even more so when it is
personally part of us and when we teach it to our families, having it as part of our customs and as part of our adoration of Him.
That is why the Apostle Paul invites us to: “Give thanks to God in any circumstance. This is what God expects of you, as
Christians."
It is true that we cannot deny and learn to accept our pain, going through a time of suffering. But this passage teaches
us is to "Give Thanks, to be grateful." Because when we joyfully open our mouths and say "thank you God for what is
happening", we recognize that He is Almighty, that He knows everything, and He is the only one who can help us.

Giving thanks surrenders our heart and makes it dependent on God. Giving thanks helps us not to despair, but rather,
to have a fresh mind to think and get out of any adverse circumstances. Our churches, like the rest of the world, are
still facing the consequences of all that has happened in the last 20 months. But even so there is much to be thankful
for. I will mention only a few.
We are grateful that we had the opportunity to celebrate our Christmas parking lot service on one of the coldest
nights of the year, something that some of us will never forget. Thank God for celebrating Good Friday with our sister
churches. Thank God for all the home deliveries. Thank God for the outdoor Easter Sunrise Service. We are grateful
that we were able to participate in the Sacrament of Communion, with or without homemade bread. We were able to
thank God for our pets during Outdoor Worship. I’m thankful that we spent several fun afternoons together—snow
tubing, swimming, enjoying movie night, bowling, and, of course, VBS. Thank God for all the brothers and sisters who
joined their efforts in the different fundraising activities such as: meatball lunch, yard and bake sale, brats and hot
dogs, and Mexican dinner.
Thank God, because we are still a living church. Thank God that we have been able to gather together. Thank God that
he never abandoned us. For all this Glory, let's sing to the Redeemer! Amen.
Pastor Erika
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God’s Blessings on You!

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARY
Pete & Shirley Gilman

November 12

Congratulations!
Lorraine Gerdl on your 90th birthday!
November 12

OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC
God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our
talents and have the courage to use them to serve you and our community with unimagined new
purposes on behalf of Jesus Christ. Amen.

God does nothing except in response to believing prayer.
John Wesley
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World Communion Sunday

Wonderful to have special music again!

In honor of World Communion Sunday, Missions Committee member Wynne Roberts interviewed her parents, Elizabeth and Gregg Roberts, on their time spent in the Peace Corps in
Ecuador:
When and where were you in the Peace Corps?
Elizabeth: The village of San Clemente in the state of Imbabura in Ecuador. This is about a 4 hour bus ride, a 10 minute sitting in the back
of a truck ride, and then a 30min walk up in to the mountains north of capital Quito, Ecuador. I went after college and 1 year of school for
my Masters, 1998-2000.
Gregg: Santa Ana de la Concepcion in Carachi Ecuador. Which is in the northernmost mountainous province of Ecuador, bordering Colombia. The geographic region was dotted by rural communities of nearly entirely African-Ecuadorians, descendants of slaves brought in by the
Jesuits to work their sugar cane plantations. The Jesuits were kicked out hundreds of years ago but the “Afroecuatorianos” stayed. It was
hard to access. One of the ways to leave was to hike an hour down a mountain then transverse a cable across a giant raging river, then
climb another mountain to get to the road where you would wait for a bus, sometimes for a couple of hours. There was also a bus that
would go up and down the other side of the mountains on the weekends (which you could ride on top of if the inside was full). It would take
about an hour and a half to get to another road so that I could get another bus to go to the city or to visit Elizabeth. On a map though we
only lived 15 miles apart in a straight line. The mountains were so impressive.
Why did you decide to go into the Peace Corps?
Elizabeth: It sounded like an adventure. I got the idea in my head during high school already when I first heard about Peace Corps and I
decided then that after college I wanted to participate. I wanted to travel more and see the world. I wanted to learn a language well. And I
wanted to help people.
Gregg: I too had the idea for many years before. I liked the idea of being useful and using my education. The application and interview process took nearly a year from start to finish before I was accepted and received an invitation to a country. I had always wanted to travel, but
growing up it wasn’t something I was able to do so I was excited to go and eager for the challenge of learning a new language.
What did you do?
Elizabeth: I was a health volunteer. I worked with kids at small rural schools teaching about health topics such as parasites, oral hygiene,
nutrition, and sex education. I also worked with 10 different women’s groups in rural villages also teaching health topics - nutrition - lots of
cooking with women, and sexual education, education of contraception, women’s health. I started a scholarship program for girls to go to
high school. Additionally, I did the research for my Master’s in Public Health - My thesis was on women’s knowledge of, and access to care
for sexually transmitted infections in rural Ecuador.
Gregg: I worked within the Youth Development/ Youth at Risk program. I worked with students and teachers. Primarily with adolescent
youth. It was an extremely poor African-Ecuadorian community where students in general didn’t go to school beyond 6th grade. At the
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age of 12 the boys would go into the sugar cane fields and the girls would move to a city to work as servants in wealthier people’s homes. As
you can imagine this is hard on the children and families so we tried to get them to continue in school for another 6 years to give them more
options. I also had a women’s cooking and nutrition class that I did with lots of women. Many of them had never baked as they didn’t have
ovens, so we had to make ovens with giant pots and bricks. In the end they always wanted to make cakes.
What was the experience of helping in another country like?
Elizabeth: Well, as you’ve probably heard or experienced for yourself before, when you set out to help others that perhaps you think are less
fortunate than yourself, you get way more back than you give. And that is exactly what I experienced. I went and tried to be helpful, useful,
and a good ambassador for Americans, but of course in return I received so much more. I learned Spanish well (of course now 21 years later
my Spanish is not what it used to be). I got a deep first hand experience in what it is like to live very simply and without much money (in Peace
Corp they pay you what the average person makes in the village where you live) in a rural developing world country. I lived in a one room efficiency “apartment” where I had a full size bed, a few shelves to store clothes on, a table with a gas burner for a stove and a water jug that
functioned as my kitchen, some shelves for a pantry, and a table with a bench. I put straw mats on the floor for rugs. I had 2 single light bulbs
in the ceiling - we did have electricity! And I had a refrigerator (which was fancier than most of my neighbors, I think the only other people in
town who owned a fridge were the women who ran the stores). I had a radio for entertainment. No running water or bathroom in my house.
Out my front door was a dirt courtyard where I kept 3 or 4 chickens. Every day a chicken came through my open window and laid an egg in
my sock basket. I shared an outhouse and running water out back with my landlord and his wife whose house was a couple more rooms attached to mine. I had an avocado tree out my back door. A short walk down from my house there was a small store that sold bread, eggs,
cooking oil, maybe a can of tuna, and candy for kids, and probably cigarettes for the men. There was a volleyball court in the center of our
village of 200 people and every Friday night the men would play a game. The only phone in town was in another little store on the other side
of the volleyball court. There was a school building and a smattering of other simple shack-like homes made from dirt, cement, plaster with tile
roofs. The fanciest building in town was a 3 room community building built with bricks by Christian Children’s Fund whose worker in our village
was my Peace Corp preceptor. I had a desk in this building to use for my work. Our women’s group met in this building - otherwise the building usually remained locked except for the occasional town meeting.
I got to decide what I wanted to do for my “health work” in this village of San Clemente and the surrounding area villages but my Peace Corps
preceptor and the villagers that became friends helped me come up with ideas they thought would be useful to them. During the work week I’d
be doing activities such as painting or brushing teeth with the school kids, or cooking with my women’s groups, or preparing for the informational presentations or teaching that went along with these activities. Most evenings I was at home in my cozy little apartment reading, listening to the radio, or having kids visit me to “help me make dinner” (they were probably hungry and wanted some of my eggs or dessert) or for
help with their homework, or just because they were curious about the weird Gringa, “Senorita Elizabeth” and wanted to be with me. There is
certainly much time when you are a foreigner living in a different country and culture where the locals are busy “checking you out” - most of
the time that cultural exchange is wonderful, but sometimes, and after years, I’ll admit it can get exhausting and intrusive.
On weekends or holidays or time off I would meet up with friends to travel around Ecuador and experience all the different climates and cultures. We saw blue footed boobies in the Galapagos, alpacas in the Andes, went whale watching, sat in natural hot baths, climbed mountains,
hiked miles and miles and ate all sorts of traditional foods - including guinea pigs! And some weekends we’d just want to go to the city, sleep
at a hostel, and eat a meal in an Americanized restaurant or see a movie in English. Peace Corps volunteers don’t have cars so I walked or
took public transportation where I needed to go. These were the years I was dating Gregg. We did not live in the same village - but by Peace
Corps standards he was actually one of the closest volunteers to me. We were a long walk, a truck ride, a long bus ride, a transfer to another
bus ride, another walk, a cable ride across a large river, and finally another long walk apart. The culture in Gregg’s village was completely
different than where I lived so it was fun to get to experience both places. There are families we became very close with in both of these communities.
Gregg: In a nutshell it was wonderful, horrible, lovely and heart-breaking. At times you felt like you had momentum and you were helping
make a difference and everyone in your community seemed optimistic that what was being done was helping. Other times so many of these
people that have had such hard lives seemed to doubt that anything could actually change their lives for the better. That was always hard to
accept. However, there were always the persistent characters that would keep you going. I lived in a small room, literally made of dirt, attached to the home of a large 3 generational family. They became my family and took care of me like I was the most important thing in the
world, that strengthened me in immeasurable ways to continue. The night before my service there ended and I left I cried because I wished I
had done more.
How has it changed your life since?
Elizabeth: Huge ways! Probably the most formative experience of my life. I met my husband. Decided I wanted to have 4 children. Decided I
wanted to adopt children. Decided I for sure wanted to go to medical school (during high school I also thought I wanted to be a physician for a
career) and not just work in health policy (I was getting my Masters in Public Health in this). Deepened my love of travel and my desire to feel
useful in the world. Strengthened my faith in God. Helped me to know that I loved living in small towns and rural places. Expanded my
knowledge of what it means to be human and the vastness of God’s creation. Ended up with a few really close Ecuadorian friends who we
consider like family now - two who have come to live with us for a number of years.
Gregg: One of the funniest and truest pieces of advice we were given upon the completion of our service was to set a timer on our watches for
5 minutes when someone would ask us about our time in the Peace Corps. The reason was because even though people did sincerely want
to hear about your experience, they only wanted to hear so much about it, and if one were to really get into it, it would take hours to accurately
relay your experience. And that is how I feel about it. It was an absolutely huge part of my life and development as a human being, but generally I keep it to myself. It still is foundational in my outlook of who we are as people and what we are supposed to do and how we act. I hear all
sorts of advice being given to young people about “do what you love,” etc. and that is all well and good but I think one of our real purposes is
to find ways to be of service to others.
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I would also add that it taught me to deal with failures and disappointment in a better way. To see them as potential opportunities, a time to
reflect, a time to be thankful for what we do have. To this day I love meeting other returned Peace Corps volunteers - I know that we have
shared similar experiences. And I can tell you they are nearly always reliable people that show up and are very difficult to overwhelm.
What did you like the most about where you were?
Elizabeth: Peaceful, easy life. Plenty of free time. Plenty of time to visit friends and explore the country. Making friends that have lasted a
lifetime.
What did you like the least?
Elizabeth: Being stolen from or robbed from time to time. Constantly being noticed. People wanting things from me a lot - time, money, attention.
What did you learn from your Peace Corps experience?
Elizabeth: That the world is a big wonderful place and that our role in life is to love and help people.

Youth Receive Bibles
Luke Garrett and Madison Sommerfeldt received Bibles from the Education Committee on October 17th,

Viroqua UMC September/October Giving
Thank you to those who have kept up with their giving during these uncertain times. This is so much appreciated, as
we do our best to continue God’s work. The amount needed each week to meet our 2021 Budget is $2,956.
September 26
October 3
October 10
October 17
October 24

$733
$2,355
$1,530
$874
$641

Electronic Giving
An electronic giving option is now available for our use through Vanco. Check it out!
You may use the link https://secure.myvanco.com/YN7H/home or find a link on our website at
driftlessministries.org.
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MEXICAN DINNER
Thank you to everyone who had a hand in the Mexican Dinner—whether you bought a ticket, helped with the
preparation or serving of the meal, made a donation, or more, you are appreciated!
86 meals were ordered, so it was a huge success!
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Pastor Appreciation
October is Pastor Appreciation Month, but any time is a good time to tell Pastor Erika how much we appreciate her.
Thank you to Pastor Erika for her ministry in this congregation. Her sermons give us much to think about. She also

demonstrates untiring leadership, love, and support. Her creative ideas spark us, and she gets “right in
there” to help us to carry them out. This was especially true with the Mexican Dinner. She was the “expert”
and taught us all how to cook Mexican! The whole thing was a big success!
Pastor, your presence here enriches and inspires us as we grow in our relationship with God. Thank you!

Annual Charge Conference Monday, November 15, 6:30 pm
Mark Your Calendar!
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All Saints Day

On Sunday, November 7th, we will remember those loved ones who have passed from this earth during the year.
Two members of our congregation
Ken Turner

Lynn Whitney
will be especially remembered along with others listed in the bulletin.
Blessed be their memory.

Coat Drive
The Afghan refugees housed at Ft. McCoy need coats for the winter weather. Our church is cooperating with Westby
to collect some. Bring new or gently-used/freshly-laundered coats for both children and adults to the church between now and Sunday, November 21. You may leave them on the table in the narthex.

Food Drive
We collect food for the food pantry all the time, but an extra effort is made during November. Thanksgiving is a special time to be grateful for all that we have, and to help others who
might not have as much. Please bring extra non-perishable foods during November. You may
leave them in the shopping cart in the narthex.

Thankful Tree
Our thankful Tree is back indoors this year! Leaves will be placed in the bulletins on November
7th, 14th and 21st. Write something for which you are thankful on the leaf and drop it in the
offering plate. The leaves will be placed on the tree for you.

Thanks to Hospital Workers
A “thanks for your service” gesture will be extended to hospital employees during Thanksgiving
week with A note of thanks from our church and a cookie will be given to each hospital worker.
This is a community outreach project planned by the Care & Nurture Committee.
If you are willing to make 2 dozen cookies for the project, please let the office know.
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NEED YOUR LEAVES RAKED?
Please let us know if you’d like someone to rake leaves at your house. We’ll do
our best get a service group together to make that happen during November.

Book Discussion
Waking Up White by Debby Irving
The group who discussed the book, Caste by Isabel Wilkerson has decided to continue to meet.
Waking Up White is the author’s story of her struggles with diversity—her adventure of discovery and insight.
Books are available in the church office. Everyone is invited to join the group.
Discussion of Waking Up White will be held on Monday, November 29th at 7:30 pm.

Advent Devotionals
Thank you to everyone who said “YES” to writing a devotional for our 3rd annual Advent Devotional book. These are so
very meaningful, both to those who write entries and those who read them!
Your contributions to the devotional book are due to the church office by November 15th. Completed booklets will be
available by the first Sunday of Advent, November 28th.

With love and gratitude we thank members of our current church family for their military service.


Veryel Gerdl

Army



Gregory Cheever

Marine Corps



Ellsworth Olson

Army



David Peterson

Army



Rick Schneiderman

Air Force



Gerald Schroeder

Air Force



Christopher Schultz

Army



Daniel Stalsberg

Army



Charles Turben

Army



Marlo Volden

Army
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(If we have omitted any names, please let us know)

Community Prayer
Monday, November 8, 2021 ~
6:00 – 7:00 pm
On the sidewalks on the corner of State & Main Street
near Fellesskap Square in Westby
Join us in praying for unity, our community, our schools and our neighbors.
Come for 5 minutes or the entire hour ~ all are welcome.

Westby United Methodist Church

We will be offering poinsettias for purchase to decorate the church sanctuary again this year. The
price is not yet available, but we will need to order by December 1st. The cost will be announced as
soon as we get it. Please turn in this form with your payment to the church office no later than
Wednesday, December 1, 2021.
You may also mail the order form with your check to the church at P.O. Box 127, Viroqua.

Name: ____________________________________ Phone #: ________________________
# of red plants___________

# of white plants __________

Total Cost _________________________
You may give the plant in honor of or in memory of someone.
In honor of __________________________________________
__________________________________________
In memory of ________________________________________
_________________________________________
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Connect with God during a Season of Thanksgiving!
Join our November Online Studies!
Thomas Merton once wrote that “Our knowledge of God is perfected in gratitude and thanksgiving.” This November, we are focusing on being thankful with
a pair of online studies! We will be utilizing the “Love God Greatly – Thanksgiving” and “Tranquil Meditations for Thanksgiving” studies through the Bible App
and bible.com. The scriptures and meditations within these studies are solemn
moments for you to be still and set aside quiet time to express the grateful feelings of your heart. Use these mindful times to rejoice and silently reflect over all
God has done in your life.
We will start our season of thanksgiving studies on Sunday, November 7 th with the “Love God Greatly –
Thanksgiving” study, followed by “Tranquil Meditations for Thanksgiving” starting on November 19th and
ending on Thanksgiving Day! Use the links below to join the studies and be a part of our online study
community!
“Love God Greatly – Thanksgiving” (Nov. 7th – 18th): https://bible.com/
p/46382243/739b4e1bd28d9303eac3f7e2d25e999e
“Tranquil Meditations for Thanksgiving” (Nov. 19th – 25th): https://bible.com/
p/46382281/55da3c10d664ae84959cae44a5c3d558

These online studies can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com website, which are free resources. In addition to wonderful devotional/reading plans, they provide a verse of the day, and you will be
able to read the Bible in a wide variety of versions. The Bible App is available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at www.bible.com.

Missions
November is going to be a busy month for missions! You will have several opportunities to participate:
Coat drive for Afghan Refugees –
Winter is coming, and the evacuees from Afghanistan who are currently housed at Fort Mc Coy need coats. The Missions Committees from the Viroqua and Westby United Methodist Churches are jointly sponsoring a coat drive to help
fill this need. Bring new or gently-used/freshly-laundered coats for both children and adults to the Viroqua church between now and Sunday, November 21. Please place them on the table in the narthex. We will deliver them to the Salvation Army in La Crosse.
Thanksgiving food drive –
The Missions Committee and the Worship Committee are jointly sponsoring a food drive. Please bring non-perishable
food items for the local food pantry to the shopping basket in the narthex between now and Sunday, November 21.
Mitten Tree/Toys for Tots –
Look for the Mitten Tree to appear soon in the church narthex. Through early December, you can bring in new toys and
warm clothes for children, including mittens, hats, and scarves, to place on and around the tree. These items will be
given to the Toys for Tots program and then distributed to local children in need.
United Methodist Student Day –
United Methodist Student Day will be observed on the last Sunday of November. The Missions Committee invites you
to celebrate the day by wearing your school gear to church — sweatshirts, t-shirts, hats, whatever you have from your
favorite school. The purpose of Student Day is to support United Methodist students as they prepare for life by adding
knowledge to their faith. We will also take a special offering that day, November 28, to help fund scholarships for United Methodist students. You can mail in your donation to the church anytime, marked “United Methodist Student Day”.
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Administrative Council
October 19, 2021
Members Present: Kathy Hanson, Pastor Erika, Gregory Cheever, Jolene Gudgeon, Aaron Hanson, Layne Hanson, Cavan Fang, Kristen Parrott, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp.
The meeting was opened with a reading from Grace Under Pressure by Ardith Hoff
Mexican Dinner: We reviewed plans for food prep and the need for helpers.
Viroqua/Westby Joint Activities: At least 4 joint events per year are planned.
1. Thanksgiving service will be on Sunday, November 21 at the Viroqua Church
2. Ash Wednesday
3. Outdoor Worship in July (Westby plans in 2022)
4. VBS
Charge Conference will be held on Monday November 15. Those who are doing Conference Reports need to get
them to the office as soon as possible. Kathy asked for input about what to include in the review of the Church’s Life
and Ministry. Each committee is encouraged to think of people to fill empty member spots. They should get names to
the Nominations committee. The Council reviewed the list of names to be considered for removal from membership
and those to be listed for the first time.
Committee Reports
SPRC: The committee met jointly with Westby on October 6 to determine salary increases. Gregory made a motion
to approve their recommendation of 2% increase for clergy wages and .5% for all other staff. Layne seconded the motion. Motion carried. The committee will meet again on November 1st to finalize Charge Conference reports.

Trustees: See minutes elsewhere in the newsletter.
Missions: World Communion was observed on October 3rd. The committee continues to work with the food pantry. A coat drive will be organized for Afghan refugees. Bring slightly used and freshly laundered coats to the narthex.
Worship: See minutes elsewhere in the newsletter.
Education: The committee has met with parents, and is planning to start Sunday School during worship. This will
begin sometime in November.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. Next meeting November 16th @ 8:00 pm.

Finance Committee
October 21, 2021, 7:00 pm (Zoom)
Attendees: Kathy, Jolene, Pastor Erika, Gregory, Gregg, Cavan, Aaron
Joys & Concerns: Gregory & Mary visit with grandson, Logan, who lives in Tennessee.,Kathy celebration of a marriage in
Minocqua, WI
Financial Secretary & Treasurer report both accepted as reported.
Annual dividend check for savings received.
Treasurer checkbook balance on 9-30-2021 was $3,571.22.
$10,000 transfer from Financial Secretary Trustee account transfer to Treasurer checking account to pay for Trustee
expenses.
Recommend 2022 budget $154,651 for Nov 15, 2021 charge conference.
Next meeting 11-16-2021 7pm via zoom
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Trustees Meeting
October 12, 2021 7 pm Zoom
Present: Aaron, Dale, Phyllis, Gregory, Pastor Erika, Sandy
Opened with prayer by Pastor Erika
No Bills at this time. A letter was received from Church mutual advisy that the church has the right to 1 vote or proxy.
Nominations: Gregory is up for nomination for another term as trustee, if he accepts. We are to look for another nominee for trustee. Greg will think about this. He will also have all material ready before Church Charge Conference on
Nov. 15, 2021 @ 6:30 pm.
Phyllis asked for advice about the AV equipment. Gregg Roberts has a friend who is an AV consultant and will give a
recommendation as to what is needed. She does not know if there is a fee for this service, but will ask as soon as contact is made. Rockweiler can install a large TV and will match any other bid. After discussion, it was decided to meet
with the consultant for a professional bid. Pastor will also check with an area church for information about their AV.
As soon as we get the needed info, the Worship Committee will make the final decisions.
Pastor closed with prayer and reminded us to pray at 7:30 pm each day for the future of the congregation.
Adjourned at 7:30 pm
Next meeting November 9, 2021 @ 7 pm (Zoom)

Worship Committee
Thursday October 7, 2021 at 6 p.m.
COVID cases are starting to subside nationwide, but they are still currently very high in our area. However, for now
there is no recommendation to suspend in-person worship.
We hope to have special music at least once per month, by soloists or small groups or instrumentalists. Special music is
already planned for two Sundays in November and several in December. We encourage all musically-inclined members
and friends to help us all worship God by sharing their joyful noise with the congregation.
The committee’s 2022 budget has been set. We are renewing our copyright streaming license so we can continue
providing our worship services via Facebook. Also, we are still working toward getting a screen to use in worship, and
the copyright license will be necessary to legally project hymn words onto the screen.

We will observe All Saints Day on November 7, to honor the memory of our friends and members who have died since
the last All Saints Day. The celebration will also provide space for worshippers to honor their own loved ones who have
died in the past year. If you have lost someone since the last All Saints celebration, you can send their name to the
office by November 3. (Also include how to pronounce the name, if it might not be obvious.) The names will be printed
in the bulletin and lifted up during worship. Communion will be served.
We are planning a joint Thanksgiving Eve worship service with Westby. The service will be at Viroqua on November 21.
More details will be announced in church announcements and on Facebook as plans are finalized. Also during the
Thanksgiving Season, the Worship and Missions committees invite everyone to offer thanks by sharing God’s blessings
of food with people who may not have enough. Now through November 21, please bring canned goods and other nonperishable donations for the food pantry cart in the narthex. Monetary donations are also welcome—please make
checks out to the church, put them in a clearly labeled envelope, and drop them in the offering plate.
Please contact the office if you are interested in donating Christmas trees for the Sanctuary. We are hoping to have
two small trees in the choir loft and one larger tree near the organ pipes. A decorating party will be planned for late
November. We will need help getting the Sanctuary decorated for Advent and Christmas, so please participate if you
can.
Our next meeting will be, Nov 4 at 6 pm.
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Education Committee
October 11, 2021
Present: Pastor Erika, Kathy Hanson, Avis Marino, Janette Hanson, and Dan Brown (guest)
Opening: Janette opened with prayer.
Old business:
Parent meeting is set for Sunday, October 17 at 11:45 (after church). Lunch will be a potluck and served by one or
two people. This will be a time to get input from parents and children about what they would like to see happen
with Sunday School. Dan Brown was unable to attend the meeting, so he joined this meeting to offer his input.
Pastor led a prayer for the church at 7:30.
Confirmation is set to start Wednesday, October 13 at 3:30 pm. There are three students from Viroqua and one
from Westby. Pastor has asked mentors to help out again this time. The schedule will start out every Wednesday
but will become flexible starting in November. Classes will be held at either Viroqua or Westby, depending on the
week.
Bibles will be presented to Madison and Luke on Sunday, October 17. The families have been asked to attend church
that day.
New business:
Ideas about the start of Sunday School and types of materials to use were discussed briefly. This discussion will continue after the parent meeting when other ideas have been presented.
Closing: Kathy motioned to adjourn the meeting. Avis seconded it. Everyone joined in the Lord’s Prayer.

Next meeting: Monday, November 8, 7pm

Care & Nurture Committee
October 21, 2021
Attendees: Barb Casper, Betty Ross, Alice Sloane, Kathy Hanson, Pastor Erika
Pastor Erika opened us with prayer.
Review Activities:
We reviewed the Homebound list. Joanne has been moved back to the hospital.

New Business:
Mexican Dinner—an update was given as to order numbers and food prep. We can use more help on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday for prep.
Outreach to Healthcare workers—We will deliver cookies and a thank you note to hospital staff during Thanksgiving
week. Alice will work with the hospital in getting information about numbers and where to deliver. We will ask
church members to help bake cookies.
Future Ideas—We are anxious to plan more fellowship activities, but decided that we need to wait and see what the
Covid situation is after the holidays.
Meeting closed with prayer by Pastor Erika.
Next meeting Wednesday, November 17 @ 1:30 pm.
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31
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9am Adult Sunday
School
10:30am Worship w/
Communion
All Saints Day

9am Adult Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
4pm Jones Book
Study Group

9am Adult Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
11:45am Missions
Committee
Meeting

9am Adult Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
ADVENT 1

Monday
6:30pm SPRC

7pm Education
Committee

1

8

15

22

Advent Devotionals
Due
1pm Hymn Selection
6:30pm Charge
Conference

Newsletter Deadline

29
7pm Book Discussion
"Waking Up White"

Wednesday
8am Prayer Group

8am Prayer Group

8am Prayer Group
1:30pm Care &
Nurture

8am Prayer Group

1
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17

10

3

HAPPY
THANKSKSGIVING

VETERANS DAY

6pm Worship
Committee

Thursday

November 2021
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2

9

23
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6pm Trustees Meeting

7pm Finance
Committee
8pm Administrative
Council

3:30pm Decorate
Sanctuary
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5

13

6

Saturday

4

12

Friday

11

27

20

26

4

19

25

3

18

2
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open minds and open doors.

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR
REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES
(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line
(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage
encadenada100@hotmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, WI 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua
Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Wednesday 9:00am - 12:00pm

November Services
Sunday Morning Worship—10:30 am
Broadcast on
WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on
Facebook Live

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement
The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly
share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
John Wesley

16

