of our failures the shadows through which we stumble. Transform our
inadequate gifts, that they may be an acceptable sacrifice of praise, and
transform our lives to reflect more deeply your justice and joy in the life
of the world. Amen.
**Posada Song

(see insert)

**Apostolic Benediction
**Sending Forth (in unison)
Holy One, you have come among us to lead us in paths of righteousness.
Guide our feet through the wilderness toward the living water of your
grace, following in the steps of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the light of the
world. Amen.
**Benediction Response
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
UMH No. 234
(Refrain)
**Ringing Of The Bell
**Postlude

“Now sing We, Now Rejoice”

setting by Paul Manz

The bulletins and radio broadcast today are given by members and friends of
the church.

Viroqua
United Methodist Church
Our Prayer
God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us
discover our talents and have the courage to use them to serve you
and our community with unimagined new purposes on behalf of
Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Please turn off all cell phones and electronics
**Please stand if you are able

**Hymn Of reaffirmation

Preparing Our Hearts For Worship
Prelude

“Go Tell It On The Mountain”

setting by John A. Behnke

**Ringing Of The Bell
Introit

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”

Choir

Welcoming Words and Announcements
Called to Worship
**Call To Worship
L. The heavens are telling the glory of God
P. May our worship reflect God’s glory.
L. The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.
P. May we see each other as the handiwork of God.
L. Let our prayer and praise, our singing and proclamation project the love of God.
P. We commune with Christians around the world, with Christians throughout time.
L. With Christians across geography and across time,
P. Let us worship!
**Hymn

“We Three Kings”

UMH No. 254

**Opening Prayer (in unison)
God of light, shining in darkness through a little child born in Bethlehem,
you open to us the treasure of your grace. Help us to search diligently for
Him, so that we may offer our lives to you with thanksgiving, joy, and
praise, through Jesus Christ, the rising star. Amen.
Choral Response

“Beautiful Star Of Bethlehem”

by Pace & Boyce

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 60: 1-6

Pew Bible No. 877

**Gospel Reading

Matthew 2: 1-12

Pew Bible No. 1138

Meditation

“Star Words”

our different tastes. You call us together, to share what makes us special, to
build each other up, to serve each other in love. You call us together, knowing that we need all parts of the body if we are to be whole. You call us together, to sing, to pray, to listen, to speak; to be refreshed so that we can go
out and serve. Be with us, walk with us, stay with us. Amen.

Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores

Prayer of Reaffirmation
Gift-giver, you call us together, with our different gifts, our different ideas,

“There’s A Song In The Air”

UMH No. 249

The Lord’s Supper
Prayer Of Confession
L. God you have given each of us many gifts,
P. but sometimes we cannot recognize what gift we have to share, so we
hide it under a bushel.
L. God you remind us that all gifts are needed,
P. but sometimes we let ourselves be convinced that some gifts are more
special than others.
L. God you call us to work, to live, to love together as parts of one body,
P. but sometimes we decide that membership in the body is limited by
our understandings.
L. God, for the times we have ignored or mislabeled Your gifts, for those times
we have cut another off from the body,
P. We offer words of repentance, we ask for forgiveness and grace.
Special Music “Where Have All The Shepherds Gone?

Handel, Seeger

Words Of Assurance
L. God is the giver of MANY gifts. God is the Creator of the ONE body. God is
slow to anger and quick to forgive. God helps us to share and honor the gifts
of all. God helps us to heal the wounds and reunite the body. We are forgiven, loved, and accepted.
ALL. Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen.
Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
Offering Anthem

“Keep The Glow Of Christmas In My Heart”
by Lois Solie Johnson
Sung By Sandy Skarda

**Offering Prayer
Loving God, we offer you our gold: the morning on the wing, the glow on
the faces of children at play, the shining moments that brighten our lives.
We offer you our frankincense: the quiet reassurance of familiar things, the
grace of care and friendship, the blessing of bread and our heart’s yearning
in prayer. We offer you our myrrh: the ashes of our dreams, the bitter taste

