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The Peace of Shalom
I only ask of God
That I am not indifferent to the pain; that the dry
death won’t find me empty and alone, without
having done the sufficient.

I only ask of God
That I am not indifferent to deceit; if a traitor
can do more than a bunch of people, then let
not those people forget him easily.

I only ask of God
That I won’t be indifferent to the injustice; that
they won’t slap my other cheek after a claw (or
talon) has scratched this destiny (luck) of mine.

I only ask of God
That I am not indifferent to the future; Hopeless
is he who has to go away to live a different culture.

I only ask of God
That I am not indifferent to the war,
It’s a big monster and it walks hardly on
All the poor innocence of people.

I only ask of God
That I am not indifferent to the battle; it’s a big
monster and it walks hardly on all the poor innocence of people.
By Leon Gieco

This is one of the most powerful songs ever written and sung in times of war. The author lived through the dictatorship that
existed during the 70's in Argentina. As a response to what his people faced, he wrote this song that has been interpreted
all over the planet (especially in Latin America) not only as a hymn of hope but also as an anthem of denunciation.
Peace (shalom) is at the heart of the message of the Old and New Testaments. Peace (shalom) in the Bible is not just a normal greeting used as an expression of courtesy. Peace (shalom) is a promise that comes from God and is a desire for blessings among men. Indeed, Jesus Christ himself is our peace. Christians, blessed by God in Jesus Christ, should be a blessing to
each other and a blessing to all nations.
Peace among humankind supposes a constant effort to establish justice in the world. As the Scripture affirms, authentic
peace is "the work of justice." Justice must be understood as the recognition of the dignity of every person which includes
their fundamental human rights, their personal freedom, and a life absent of discrimination due to faith, race, culture or
sex. Justice must be understood as the right of every human creature to life, to land, to food, to water, to an education that
makes them fully aware of their rights which will empower their self-determination. Above all, this personal good presupposes the common good and social justice with peace.
Peace is the gift of forgiveness, redemption, and new creation. Like love, joy, mercy and kindness, peace is also the fruit of
the Holy Spirit. The kingdom of God is justice, peace, and joy in the Spirit.
This hope must animate our prayer ever more profoundly. It is necessary to continually implore God for peace so that God
will grant it to us and preserve it. But the weapon of prayer also strengthens our commitment to change situations of injustice and to work together with a view that builds a more just world.
Faced with the terrible evil of the lack of peace, faced with the endless chain of mourning caused by war, we only have one
alternative: to bear witness to the Peace of God. "Blessed are those who work for peace, for they will be called children of
God." (Matthew 5: 9) Therefore, the Church is called to be a sign, instrument and witness of peace, peace with God and
among men.
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APRIL ANNIVERSARY
John & Barb Huschka—April 8th

OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC
God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our talents and have the
courage to use them to serve you and our community with unimagined new purposes on behalf of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

God does nothing except in response to believing prayer.
John Wesley

God is wonderful and glorious. I pray that through His Spirit
you will become strong followers.
Ephesians 3: 16
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Confirmation Retreat at
Camp Lucerne

Ecumenical Lenten Service
Matt Angell, Speaker

New Banner
Thanks to Barb Casper!

Viroqua UMC March Giving
Thank you to those who keep up their giving. This is so much appreciated, as we do our best to continue God’s work.
The amount needed each week to meet our 2022 Budget is $2,952.
February 27
March 6
March 13
March 20

$1,383.69
$2,985.69
$2,548.00
$1,855.00
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LITTLE HEROES FROM THE BIBLE
Young in their age, but not in their willingness to be used by God
Sometimes we think that God only uses great leaders and those who are mature in faith, but God can use anyone who has
a humble and obedient heart. This is the case of these boys and girls. Despite their young age, they were great heroes in
biblical history for God's will to be done. Throughout this year we will be meeting some of these great little heroes.
This is just an aid to encourage you, dear parents, to take time out and sit down with your children and share exciting family Bible stories. Do not forget at the beginning and at the end of each time, to pray, to put yourself and your family in
God's hands through prayer.

ESTHER, THE BRAVE QUEEN
ESTHER 4.1-16
Many years ago, the people of Israel were forced to leave their country to go and serve a country called Persia. The king of
this country called Ahasuerus, on the advice of his minister Haman, wants to kill all the Jews in his kingdom.
Esther was a Jewish girl who had been taken captive. After her parents died, she was adopted by her cousin, Mordecai,
who raised her as if she were his own daughter. King Xerxes needed a new queen and Esther was selected from among
many young women.
Haman was a high-ranking official and he did not like the Jews. He did not particularly like Mordecai. So Haman decided to
destroy all his people, who were also Esther's people. The king did not know that Esther was Jewish. What was Esther going to do? She did not want her people to be destroyed. She was afraid that if she asked the king to stop Haman's plan,
she would die and if she didn't ask the king, her people would be destroyed.
Esther prayed. Her servants prayed. Mordecai prayed. The Jewish people prayed. Esther decided to appear before the
king. She was very brave and loved her people and her God very much. By going to the king, she saved her people from
Haman's evil plan. Although the word of God is not recorded in the book of Esther, His work for him, His guidance from
him, His protection from him is there for us to hear. When we listen to God, we can do great things.

ESTHER, THE BRAVE QUEEN
Scripture: Esther 4
Age: we only know she was young.
Address: Persia
Parents: Her mother’s name was Abihail
Funny facts:
Her Hebrew name was Hadassah
Jews celebrate a party to remember what
she did. The party’s name is Purim.
Interesting facts:
She asked her people and servants to
pray for her.
Thanks to her, the People of Israel were
saved from death.
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Did you know that the term for someone in their nineties is nonagenarian? We have 9 of these special people in our
membership, and one centenarian! We are featuring some of them each month this spring.

Veryel Gerdl
Age: 90

Birthdate: January 5, 1932

Veryel was born in LaCrosse. His mother died when he was young, and he
was raised by his grandparents on a farm near Melvina. When his father remarried, he moved to Viroqua and graduated from Viroqua High School.
After graduation, Veryel joined the army. He served in the military for over
three years.

Upon his return to civilian life, Veryel worked in the cheese industry. He graded cheese and also worked in sales. He worked for Borden’s for 43 years, and
then for Great Lakes. He retired in 1995.
Veryel’s parents were friends with John & Ollie Burckhardt, and that’s how
he met Lorraine—she roomed at the Burckhardt’s. Veryel and Lorraine were
married in 1955. They raised two children.

Veryel & Lorraine Gerdl
from our 2002 Church Directory

Veryel started out life in the Lutheran church. He became Methodist when he moved to Viroqua. He was confirmed in our church and in the same class as Annabel (Arneson) McGarry. He served as Financial Secretary
here for many years. The church has always been an important part of his life.
Veryel has always enjoyed doing things for himself. He has enjoyed fishing, and biking. He especially loved to
ice skate when he was young, and was very good at it!
When asked for words of wisdom or advice, Veryel talked about how his faith has helped him throughout his
life. He says, “I’ve been blessed.”

Lorraine Gerdl
Age: 90

Birthdate: November 12, 1931

Lorraine was born at home on a farm between Ontario and LaFarge in the
Sandhill community. She grew up in this same location, attended a country
school, and graduated from Ontario High School. She remembers a variety of
teachers whom she enjoyed lots.
Lorraine first came to Viroqua to live with her sister. She worked at the Ford Motor Company and then for Jens Vigdahl Insurance for many years. She roomed
with the Burckhardts, who were friends with Veryel’s parents. That’s how she and
Veryel met. They were married in 1955. Once they had their family, Lorraine became a stay-at-home mom. She later worked at JC Penneys and then at WalMart before her retirement.

Lorraine & Veryel Gerdl
Lorraine was raised in the Lutheran Church - Sandhill Bethany Church. She be- from our 2011 Church Directory
came Methodist when she and Veryel were married. They raised their children
in the church. Lorraine was the church secretary for ten years, some of them with Bob Paulson. She loved to
sing in the choir, and was UMW treasurer for many years. She has wonderful memories of so many people Helen Hornby, Lynne Amundson, Elizabeth Peterson, Margaret Burckhardt, Hazel Mills, Gladys Fleming,
Clara Overbo, Lynn Whitney. The bazaars were a real highlight.
Lorraine loved raising their two children, and doing things with them. Together, she and Veryel enjoyed
square dancing. They traveled after retirement, and very much enjoyed that. Lorraine is proud of her Norwegian heritage, and is thankful that she traveled to Norway.
Lorraine’s advice to us is to do things while you can. Do the best you can.
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Janet Schipper
Age: 91

Birthdate: April 10, 1930

Janet was born at home on Asbury Ridge near Viroqua. She was always told
that it was the hottest temperature on record for the day she was born. She
attended a country school for eight grades and then Viroqua High School. Because of a move to California, she finished high school at Pasadena City College. She graduated from high school in the Rose Bowl!
After Janet moved back to Wisconsin, she earned a degree from LaCrosse
State Teacher’s College. She taught at West Middleton for 2 years while her
husband, Jim, was in law school. When they came back to Viroqua, she
taught at Liberty Pole for 3 years. After her 3 children were born, she became a stay-at-home mom. Having been an only child, she loved being a
mom to three children.

Janet Schipper
from our 2002 Church Directory

Janet became the Executive Director for the Wisconsin Republican Party for
2 years after her children were grown and her husband had passed away. Once she moved back to Viroqua,
she found plenty to do here.
Janet joined our church on Palm Sunday in 1951. She and Jim were married in the parsonage by Reverend
James. She served wherever needed in our church. She worked mostly with the finances of the church and in
the Sunday School.
When asked about her interests or hobbies, Janet says she loved doing things with her children, Girl Scouts,
and being involved in Jim’s activities. She loves to organize things such as reunions for her schoolmates and/
or family.
Janet’s advice to us is that when you become involved with something, “go whole hog.” “Just do it.” Put your
energy into doing the most and the best you can. If you don’t like something, see what you can do to change it.

Darlene Mae O’Connor
Age: 91
Birthdate: May 9, 1930
Mae was born on a farm near Viola to Sylvan and Irene Weber. She has 2
brothers and 2 sisters. She grew up on the farm and especially loved the animals on the farm. She also remembers visiting her grandma in Viroqua. Her
family moved to Viroqua in 1946, and she graduated from high school in Viroqua in 1948.
Mae attended Vernon County Normal School and received a two-year elementary diploma. The then taught in a country school for two years, teaching
all 8 grades. Mae married Jim O’Connor on January 22, 1949. They had four
children—Danny, Kevin, Tim, and Jane. When the children were all in school,
Mae started working in the family business—The Viroqua Dairy.

Mae O’Connor
from our 2002 Church Directory

Mae’s hobbies have included bowling, Bingo, ceramics, and playing cards. She is still an avid reader. Her
family always enjoyed her brownies!
Mae has endured much tragedy in her life, losing 3 of her 4 children and Jim at young ages After Jim passed,
she found great companionship with Gary Hall. They enjoyed traveling, and spent time at his home fishing on
the Mississippi River.
Mae joined this church in 1949. She raised her children in the church and was always active. She especially
enjoyed singing in the choir, which she did until not long ago. One of Mae’s favorite Bible passages is in Ecclesiastes 3—A Time for Everything.
Mae currently resides at Vernon Manor.
(Thanks to Mae’s daughter-in-law, Nancy, for help with this write-up.)
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Lenten /Holy Week Schedule
Wednesday, March 30 6:30 pm

Ecumenical Lenten Service @ St. Mary’s Catholic

Wednesday, April 6

6:30 pm

Ecumenical Lenten Service @ Church of the Nazarene

Thursday, April 14

6:00 pm

Maundy Thursday Worship @ Viroqua UMC (with Westby)

Friday, April 15

1:00 pm

Ecumenical Good Friday Worship @ Viroqua UMC

Sunday, April 17

7:00 am

Easter Sunrise Service

8:00 am

Easter Breakfast

10:30 am

Easter Worship Service

Care, Nurture, & Outreach Committee
April Featured Committee
Each month for the rest of 2022, we plan to feature a committee of the church in an effort to let everyone know what
the committees do to keep the church going. We also hope to create some interest in joining a committee.

The Care, Nurture, & Outreach Committee was created in our church to minister to one another with love and care.
This committee is responsible for the cards you get on your birthday, anniversary, or when you experience grief or illness. The committee also ministers to the folks on our Homebound list. It’s the group that remembers holidays like
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Veteran’s Day, etc. They did the brat/hotdog meal last August and are now very much
looking forward to sponsoring more fellowship events like potlucks and other gatherings.
The outreach component is new to the committee. Last fall we welcomed back all school staff in the community as
school began, and then in November, we delivered cookies and thanks to all hospital workers. We have more community outreach plans for the spring and summer. While our May Plant Sale will help to raise funds, it’s also an outreach
and a chance for us to interact with the community.
Members of the Care, Nurture, & Outreach Committee include Sandy Skarda, Joanne Hornby, Betty Ross, Alice Sloan
Jolene Gudgeon, Gregory Cheever, Barb Casper, Kathy Hanson, & Pastor Erika.
Everyone is invited to get involved and attend any of our meetings– usually on the third Thursday afternoon of each
month!

Plant Sale
The Care, Nurture, & Outreach Committee will be sponsoring a plant sale
on May 14th & 21st. You can help us out by furnishing plants. The plants
can be seedlings that you have started, perennials you have dug from your
garden, or houseplants. If many people help furnish plants, we’ll have a
nice variety.
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Covid Timecapsule
This March marked the two year anniversary of the beginning of the COVID-19 Pandemic!
It’s time to put together the Time Capsule that we planned way back when this all began. Of
course, we thought it would all be over much sooner, and now we know that COVID will probably always be with us. Nevertheless, the experience we’ve been through warrants a Time
Capsule. Let’s get it together this spring.
If you have been saving any items to go into the Time Capsule, please bring them to the church office.

2nd Annual Yard Sale
Cleaning out? Doing your spring cleaning?

Bring your unwanted items to the church!
Plans are underway to host a big yard sale again this summer. You may drop things
off at the church anytime.
If you’d like to serve on the committee that will make this happen, let the office
know.

Administrative Council
March 15, 2022
Members Present: Dan Brown, Cavan Fang, Jolene Gudgeon, Gregory Cheever, Aaron Hanson,
Kathy Hanson, Pastor Erika, Phyllis Kalnins, Kristin Parrott, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp.
The meeting was opened with today’s reading from our Lenten Devotional book
Chuck talked about the current COVID situation. Restrictions have been lifted at church.
An update was given about the TV screen. It has been ordered from Rockweiler’s. The total cost for the screen and installation is $2,117. Mr. Leatherberry will install the outlet, and the installation of the screen will soon follow. Still to be
researched and decided are the status of the WiFi or the need for wiring, a possible computer, and the sound system.
Kathy gave a run down of plans for Holy Week and Easter. See the schedule elsewhere in this newsletter.
Committee Reports:
Missions—The Art Silent Auction brought in approximately $350 for our missionary, Temba. UMCOR Sunday will be
observed on May 27th, and Native American Sunday on May 1st. Items will be collected for he In-Gathering later this
spring.
Worship Committee - There will be a Palm Parade on Palm Sunday. See the Lent/Holy Week schedule for more, and
the complete meeting minutes elsewhere in the newsletter.
Trustees— The group met in person this month. They are going back to 6:00 meetings. See minutes elsewhere in this
newsletter.
SPRC - Three members attended the Zoom SPRC training on the first weekend of March. The committee will meet next
week.
Education - The Sunrise Service will be planned and led by youth of all ages. They will also help with the breakfast. See
complete meeting minutes elsewhere in this newsletter.
The April meeting will be held in person on April 19 @ 8:00 pm.
Jolene made a motion to adjourn. Dan seconded. Motion passed. The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
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Finance Committee
March 15, 2022, 7:00 pm (Zoom)

Members Present: Dan Brown, Cavan Fang, Jolene Gudgeon, Gregory Cheever, Aaron Hanson, Kathy Hanson, Pastor Erika
Opening prayer: Pastor Erika
Joys & Concerns: The track season has begun—Dan coaching—good group of kids.
Treasurer’s Report: The giving so far in 2022 is down. Discussion centered around why. Some things to consider:
-Separate programming from operational when looking at expenses and ways to cut.
-Conduct an energy audit.
-Implement a focus on including the church in our estate plans. Dan will contact the foundation for assistance
with this.
-Plan more fundraising.
The Treasurer checkbook balance on March 14 was $1, 900.81. Unpaid bills total $5,564.13.
Motion made and seconded to accept the Treasurer reports.

-

Discussed doing either a meatball sub meal or a pancake breakfast this spring. Dan will contact those involved last spring
to plan something.
Next meeting will be 4-19-2022 at 7pm.

Worship Committee
Thursday March 3 2022, 6:30 p.m.
Attending: Barb Casper, Jack Deters, Cavan Fang, Irene Fortney, Kathy Hanson, Phyllis Kalnins, Avis Marino, Pastor Erika, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp, Winky
During Lent Pastor Erika is preaching a sermon series about the Psalms.
Wednesday Ecumenical Lenten worship services are all at 6:30; the final schedule will be printed in the newsletter.
Our turn to host is March 16.

We plan to have a Palm Parade during worship on April 10, including children of all ages.
Viroqua will host a joint Maundy Thursday evening worship service with Westby. We will ask people to donate (gently
used) shoes or (new) socks, and bring them forward during worship. This symbolic action represents serving others,
and will substitute for a traditional footwashing. There will be no soup supper or any type of meal. Also, we will not
have the Prayer Vigil this year, with hopes to try again next year.
The Good Friday community worship service will be 1pm in the Viroqua Sanctuary. We will have a wooden cross in the
narthex so entering worshippers can pound nails into the cross as they enter. The Viroqua and Immanuel choirs will
both participate. The service will be based on the Seven Words of Christ on the Cross.
The youth of the church are planning the Easter Sunrise service, and we hope for an in-person Easter breakfast in Fellowship Hall. Communion will be served during the 10:30 service, and the choir will sing. The10:30 service will be in
traditional style even though Easter is April’s third Sunday, because the Sunrise service will be April’s youth-focused
service.
April 24 is Confirmation Sunday. The confirmands and mentors are planning that service. After that, Pastor Erika will
be on a much-needed vacation for at least one, and probably two weeks at the beginning of May. We will look for a
substitute preacher or possibly a hymn sing for those weeks. More generally, all members and friends are invited to
help with delivering the message (sermon or children’s sermon) on Youth Sundays.
On Youth Sundays the announcements happen partway into the service, interrupting the momentum and flow of worship. When announcements are done any time other than the beginning or end of worship, liturgists will attempt to
present the announcements as an act of worship instead of a business meeting or a commercial break. (For example,
instead of listing the committee meeting times we can ask God’s blessing on those who work behind the scenes at
church.) In this way we hope to reframe the business announcements as “celebrating the life of the church”, and we
can do it every week, not just Youth Sundays. Pastor Erika can help take over announcements in case any liturgists do
not immediately feel comfortable doing announcements this way.
The Hymn Selection committee chooses both old standards and new contemporary songs, but some new music can be
hard for worshippers to sing right away. The hymn selection committee will consider the possibility of a “Hymn Of The
Month” approach to help the congregation learn and get comfortable singing new hymns. (Continued on next page)
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Worship Committee, continued
For the screen project, Trustees needs to install a new electrical outlet before the TV can be installed. Lifeline AV estimates that we should budget $1,000 if Lifeline is to do the sound wiring, but the actual cost might be less—maybe
$800. We might install the screen without sound for a few months, and figure out the computer and connection logistics before integrating the sound system.
Next meeting will be Thursday April 7, 6:30 p.m. in-person in fellowship hall.

Trustees Meeting
March 8, 2022, 7 pm, Church Office
Present: Aaron, Dale, Pastor Erika, Phyllis, Pete, Jack, Sandy
The meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Erika.
Bills: - Batteries $43.97 (Nelson Ag)
- Hauge snow removal $304.
Joys & Concerns: Jack’s neighbor, Lisa Olson died—ask for prayers for her family
Phyllis updated us on the estimate for the 86” TV - $1,617.95 + $299.95 to mount it. Trustees have no objection to
the upgrade and extra cost.
We have lifted COVID restrictions because numbers are low in Viroqua & LaCrosse area.
The pews need to be checked for cracks and minor repairs.
Aaron noticed some of the bricks on the building may need tuck pointing this summer.
The sanctuary still has a light flickering. Aaron will talk to Dan Brown.
Other repairs needed come warm weather are window sills and outlets.
10 pieces of artwork by the children are to be displayed on the hallway walls.
A request for proper storage for the banners was discussed. The clown room is a possibility.
We welcome Jack & Pete to the meeting, now that we are in person.
Meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm. Next meeting April 12, 2022 @ 6 pm in the office.

Care, Nurture , & Outreach Committee
March 17, 2022
Attendees: Barb Casper, Betty Ross, Alice Sloane, Jolene Gudgeon, Gregory Cheever, Sandy Skarda, Kathy Hanson,
Joanne Hornby, Pastor Erika.
The Homebound List was reviewed.
Plans for the homebound Easter delivery were finalized. We will gather on Palm Sunday after church to assemble the
“cheesecake baskets” and then divide them to deliver. Alice will bake the cheesecakes, Barb will buy the cream
cheese, Jolene will bring jelly beans, and Kathy will bring some green coconut.
The group reviewed the write-up for the recognition of this committee on March 27th during the worship service.
We will plan to have a cake on Confirmation Sunday, April 24th in honor of the confirmands.
Mother’s Day recognition was planned.
The plant sale will be on Saturday mornings, May 14th and 21st. The plants will be on the boulevard outside and
signs put up to advertise. We ask the congregation to help furnish plants for the sale. They can be seedlings, houseplants, or perennials from your garden.
The Yard Sale is not a project of this committee, but we do support it.
We will host a Birthday Potluck on May 22nd. Folks can sign up to decorate tables. There will be a table for each
month.
We discussed plans to host a block party this summer. We want to invite all the neighbors who live around the
church to get acquainted and start communication about how we might serve them and include them in our program offerings. We brainstormed ideas about follow-up activities, including an outdoor movie night, ice cream bar,
VBS, and more.

Next meeting April 21st @ 4:30 pm.
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Education Committee
March 14, 2022, 6pm

Present: Kathy Hanson, Janette Hanson, Pastor Erika, Heidi Garrett.
There was confusion about our meeting time. Apologies for that.
Plans for the Sunrise Service were discussed. All the youth will be involved with a drama, readings, etc. Breakfast will
follow the service. Paul & Sonja Bjerkos will head up the breakfast. Kids will be asked to come for rehearsal and
breakfast prep time on Saturday, April 16th.
Thanks to Heidi for teaching most of the Sunday School sessions. We are nearing the end of the curriculum materials we have. Time in April will be spent preparing for the Sunrise Service, and it was decided to order more materials
for after Easter.
It’s time to pick a 2022 recipient for the Helen Mc Innis scholarship. Janette will work with the school to obtain the
names of applicants and send them to us by email for our input.
We will recognize High School Graduates on Sunday, May 22.
Pastor Erika reported on the Confirmation Retreat that the confirmation kids attended.
The next meeting will be April 4th at 6:00 pm.

This is a letter from our Child
Fund boy in Mexico.
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open minds and open doors.

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR
REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES
(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line
(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage
encadenada100@hotmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, WI 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua
Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Wednesday 9:00am - 12:00pm

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
Worship—10:30 am
Sunday School:
Adult 9:00 am Youth 10:45 am
Broadcast on
WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on
Facebook Live

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement
The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly
share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
John Wesley
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