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Pentecost: The Spirit that gives Unity.
“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place”
Acts 2.1
Sunday, June 5 is the start of the Pentecost season. This celebration begins with the miraculous event, narrated in Acts 2, where the Holy Spirit manifests himself to dwell in a general
way in the hearts of Christ's followers. This is the same Spirit that drives unity, concord, and
harmony in diversity. It makes us see ourselves as parts of the same body, brothers and sisters to each other.
Since the United Methodist Church announced that brothers and sisters have decided to

form their own denomination, due "to careful reflection, discussion, and prayer, they have fundamental differences
in understanding and interpretation of Scripture, theology, and practice," many of us ask, how to unite the concept
of unity that Pentecost expresses in a church that is divided? This has always been the great theme of the Church,
which speaks all languages, lives in all cultures, travels through all times, coexists with all kinds of human expressions, expresses itself in different rites and liturgies, but has a perennial message, a Lord, a Savior, a doctrine, which
are embodied in many styles.
This is the theme of Pentecost, that we listen to the Spirit, and will not focus on conservatives and progressives,
traditionalists and innovators, left and right, and remain alert for "the enemy" who does not show up in our differences but in opposition to diversity.
The Holy Spirit "makes us new creatures" as he did on Pentecost with the Apostles, "overcomes all our differences"
and "communicates to different people", thus realizing "the unity and universality of the Church". The Spirit is a
strong and free wind that changes the heart, like an impetuous wind that impacted the apostles; it is free, it cannot
be controlled, stopped or measured; nor does it predict its direction. It does not allow itself to be framed in our human needs, in our patterns and in our prejudices.
The Lord knows how to reach us and open the doors of our hearts, surrounds us, opens our eyes and makes us capable of communicating the great works of God to everyone, overcoming all the borders that may exist.
May the Holy Spirit descend in abundance in these times and fill the hearts of the faithful and kindle in all the fire of
his love.
Pastor Erika
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June 6th
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June 7th

Henry Roberts

June 17th

Madison Sommerfeldt

June 17th

Jolene Gudgeon

June 19th

Kalia Schultz
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JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
Joan & Bud Everson

June 19th

Mary & Chuck Mulvaney Kemp

June 20th

Carolyn & Gerald Schroeder

June 22nd

OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC
God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our talents and have the
courage to use them to serve you and our community with unimagined new purposes on behalf of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

God does nothing except in response to believing prayer.
John Wesley

God is wonderful and glorious. I pray that through His Spirit
you will become strong followers.
Ephesians 3: 16
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Pancake Breakfast

Plant Sale
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Our Graduates

Matthew Ostrem
Graduating from Westby High School
Matthew will work while waiting for Culinary Classes to be
offered again at WTC.

Mallory Hanson
Graduate of University of Wisconsin—La Crosse
Currently working as a Certified Recreational
Therapist at Aptiv Services in La Crosse
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LITTLE HEROES FROM THE BIBLE
Young in their age, but not in their willingness to be used by God. Sometimes we think that God only uses great leaders
and those who are mature in faith, but God can use anyone who has a humble and obedient heart. This is the case of
these boys and girls. Despite their young age, they were great heroes in biblical history for God's will to be done.
Throughout this year we will be meeting some of these great little heroes.
This is just an aid to encourage you, dear parents, to take time out and sit down with your children and share exciting
family Bible stories. Do not forget at the beginning and at the end of each time, to pray to put yourself and your family in
God's hands through prayer.

JOSIAH, THE CHILD KING
2 Chronicles 34 and 35
In the Kingdom of Jerusalem there were many kings, some were good, but others not so good. After two really bad kings
came a really good one. This King was the grandson of Hezekiah his name was Josiah and he was only eight years old
when he became king.
King Josiah obeyed God, removed the foreign gods from his ancestors, and began to clean and repair the Temple that
King Solomon had built. The Temple had to be rebuilt, because it was destroyed by the carelessness of the wicked kings.
When the men repaired the Temple they found "The Book of the Teachings of the Lord." This book was probably lost
when disobedient kings used the Temple for things other than worshiping God.
The book was taken to read before King Josiah and as he listened he became so sad that he tore his clothes as a sign of
repentance because he and his people had forgotten God. From that moment Josiah loved the word of God, and asked
his people to also repent of their wickedness and to be obedient to God's commands. This pleased God so much that he
forgave the people of Israel.

JOSIAH, THE CHILD KING
Scripture: Chronicles 34 y 35
Age: 8 years old
Address: kingdom of Jerusalem
Family: Son of Amon and grandson of Manasseh
Funny facts:
he was the youngest king of Jerusalem
he made the people celebrate Passover with a 7-day feast.
Interesting facts:
he camouflaged himself to fight a battle
he died due to an arrow wound
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Memoirs of Lorraine De Lap Hendrickson
Lorraine DeLap Hendrickson grew up in Viroqua. Pastor Erika officiated at her interment in the Viroqua Cemetery and
was given these memoirs. Because of her ties to this church and the fact that many of us know the De Lap family, Pastor Erika asked for permission to include her memoirs in the newsletter. Thanks to the family for sharing.
I wish I had kept a journal over the years even if they were monthly entries. I think it would be great to be able to read facts,
thoughts and feelings going back to the early days of our marriage. The memories of my childhood would have been fresher
at that time. However, I didn’t and I intend to get something down at this late date of 65 years old. After all, my memory
won’t get any better.
I was born at 205 E. Terhune St. in Viroqua, WI. I have always thought of it as a big house although the last time I went by it, it
didn’t seem quite so big as I remember. It’s on a corner lot with big elm trees lining the boulevard. I played a lot of hide &
seek around those trees and they made good speed stoppers when I learned to roller skate down that hill…you could use the
trees to crash into! I was actually born in that house. In those days, you didn’t go to the hospital for the birth of a child. I was
told that Maurine was mad when I was born and said we already had too many in the family. There were 6 of us, 3 girls & 3
boys…Maurine, Kenneth, Ruth, Bernard, Karl and me. Everyone had a nickname… Mimi, Ken, Ruthie, Bunny, Skipper and
Chickie! It was a name that stayed with me for many years…I still hear it once in a while. Being the youngest of 6, the older
kids were gone before I could remember much about them except when they came home for special occasions or visits. I
could remember Bunny & Karl at home and that’s all.
The house had a long living room across the entire front with a nice fireplace which was seldom used. Then there was a dining
room which must have been mom’s room because in addition to the dining table and a very large oak buffet, she spent a lot of
time at the sewing machine in that room. She was a good seamstress and made a lot of the girls clothes. I remember a Christmas when I got a Shirley Temple doll in my stocking and she had made a lot of clothes for it. I particularly remember a red
outfit…pants and a jacket with buttons and bound button holes and a tam (hat) to match. I was thrilled even though I wondered why the doll had a crack over one eye. Years later I figured it out. Bunny worked at the dime store part time while he
was going to high school and they gave him broken things that couldn’t be sold. I got a lot of broken chocolate bunnies at
Easter time also…never an explanation. Another corner of the dining room was mother’s desk. She did the bookkeeping for
“the station” in addition to the many other things she did.
Then there was a kitchen of course, with a breakfast nook off from that. The upstairs had four bedrooms, a bathroom and a
sleeping porch. The bedrooms were rotated among the kids. The best one was the front left which was a very large bedroom
with 4 windows, hardwood floors and a walk-in closet. I remember enjoying that room during my high school days. My sisters
were gone and I had no competition for it. The sleeping porch as we called it, was a narrow room running the width of the
back of the house with windows side by side on 3 sides. Mother put up a wire with a curtain dividing it so Karl & I could share
it at times. All the windows made it a cool place to sleep in the summer. We had a little trouble with bats getting in on the
porch. I remember one night waking and hearing them swooping over me. I finally decided I had to make a run for it but by
the time I got to the hallway, they had followed me. There were a couple flying over the stairway so I couldn’t go down there.
The only other unoccupied room was the bathroom so I spent the rest of the night on the bathroom floor.
Hard to imagine only one bathroom with a family of six. In addition, after the older kids were gone, we often had a roomer.
Usually a tobacco buyer from the tobacco warehouse. We didn’t furnish meals but we did have to share that one bathroom of
course. And just think kids, no shower! When we were little kids, we bathed in the bath tub once a week and in-between, if
your feet got dirty, you washed them in a basin. Our hair got washed only once a week until I got into high school.
I met Connie in high school, 9th grade. He had attended country school until then. I thought he was handsome and was immediately attracted to him. I had many other boyfriends during high school. Connie and I went together off and on through our
entire high school days. We had a lot of fun! Our high school days were full of mischief and fun. Through grade school I had
grown up thinking I wasn’t very smart but somewhere in about 8th grade, I began to be friends with a group of 6 girls. We
were referred to as “the big six”. They were girls that came from good families and were expected by their parents to get
good grades. That had a profound affect on me. I wanted to get as good grades as they did, so I studied very hard and to my
own surprise found that I could get good grades too! I did get mostly A’s & B’s although I just took the general course of studies and didn’t prepare or even think about college. Three of my friends did go to college. I often think about that and blame
my parents somewhat for that attitude. I really received little push or guidance from them. They were going through a troubled time, which I will touch on later.
I studied in high school but I must say again, I did have lots of fun. Connie and I were in a bunch of kids that were out for a
good time. I’ve never regretted being a little wild. At least I got it out of my system early and was ready to settle down. In
those days, girls were brought up to think about marriage early. So, you began the hunt for the right guy very early and there
was little psychological talk about how you look for a mate or whether we were suited for each other. I guess in many ways
we were lucky. Although we’ve had differences, we’ve always been able to work them out. Divorce was never considered.
You talked about people who were divorced in whispers only. It was considered a very bad thing to do. So when we married,
we both expected it to be forever…and so far it has!
(continued)
6

I graduated in 1949, so World War II was going on during much of my school days. I often think about that now as I see and
hear old war stories. I think about what an influence this had to have been on my life. I remember the Sunday morning
when Japan bombed Pearl Harbor. Until then, I hadn’t thought about war. I think I was 9 yrs. old and my mother would
braid my hair as soon as I got up each morning. I came down to the kitchen, radio blaring, where I sat on a stool and mother
began braiding my hair and telling me that we had been attacked and that we were at war. Not realizing what that might
mean to me, mother quickly reminded me that I had 3 brothers that we would probably have to say goodbye to.
I don’t remember which got involved first but I think it was Bunny. They were drafting everyone who was within the age so
of course when you were close to being drafted, you were better off to enlist. Bunny did real well. He had been an Eagle
Scout and because of that he was accepted into officers candidate school. He quickly advanced to second Lieutenant in Field
Artillery and came out a Captain. I remember his letters so well. He wrote very short letters on air-mail paper and up at the
top he would indicate where he was…Germany, Luxemburg, France, Normandy, etc. It was a big deal to get a letter. At least
you knew he was alive on the date it was written and it gave you renewed hope that the dreaded telegrams informing families of deaths would never come.
Karl was younger and he enlisted in the Navy…Sea Bees. He was in the Pacific on the island of Tinian where his group was
involved in building roads and air strips, etc. He operated heavy equipment and they worked early in the morning to avoid
the heat. Karl’s letters were long and more detailed but he often spoke of things I knew little about so I don’t remember
much of the content of the letters. I just wish we had saved those letters. Mother did keep them. I still remember them in
the buffet drawer but I don’t know what happened to them after that.
Ken was the oldest and he was going to dentistry school. He too was in the Navy, but stayed right at Great Lakes naval training base doing dentistry for the duration of the war. I learned just a short time ago that the reason he stayed there all
through the war was actually some kind of error. He said that all of his friends and class mates had been called over seas but
he was never called.
When I said that I got little direction from my parents as to what I should do with my life as far as school or career, you can
imagine why. I often think about how preoccupied my parents were with worry over the war and concern for the lives of 3
sons. The war affected everything we did and the way we thought. Mother was always the block leader and called on every
home on our block once a month to sell war bonds. We took change to school each week to purchase 10 cent war stamps to
paste in a book which, when full, was an $18.75 bond which was worth $25 if held to maturity. We had food rationing…I remember the red stamps for purchasing meat and others for sugar and chocolate which were very scarce. I would often get
together with my friends to make a batch of fudge in the evenings. Each of us would bring a half cup of sugar to make it.
Then we would eat it and think it was really something wonderful. Tires were rationed and gasoline was rationed so of
course this affected our business.
The fact that both Karl and Bunny were involved in the station before the war, our father had to find a way to carry on alone.
It was very hard to get any male help because of course, everyone was in the service. I remember him working every day…
there were no days off. Sunday he would be there alone all day and I would take his dinner to him in a basket at noon. Then
I would sit around and talk to him until he was done eating. He always offered me a candy bar or a bottle of pop. I still remember my father who had only an 8th grade education, sitting down to painfully struggle with writing letters to the boys in
the evening. Letters were so important to them even though it sometimes took many weeks to catch up to them when they
were on the move. We all wrote letters as often as we could. Every home had the little red flags in the window with the blue
stars representing the number of living members involved in the war and the gold stars representing those who had been
killed. My mother and I went to a big room above the drug store every Wed. afternoon to roll bandages for the Red Cross.
Bunny’s departure for the army was something I’ll never forget. It was the practice in Viroqua for all the inductees to get a
send off from the Viroqua Park. They would have a ceremony there at 5am for all who were inducted for the month. They
would meet there with families, parents, wives, children, friends, etc. The band would play patriotic songs and a few people
would speak. Then everyone would hug and cry and say goodbye as they boarded buses. My mother was a very emotionally
strong person and she prepared herself ahead of time so she would not make Bunny feel any worse by her tears. I got
through it also without crying but it was very hard because people were sobbing all around us. When I got home that morning, I went over to Mary Ann’s who lived across the street. When her mother Ella asked me about the send off, I broke into
tears. I used to think Mary Ann (my 1st cousin) was very unlucky to be an only child…having no brothers and sisters, but at
that moment I thought she was very fortunate.
My love of the church started very young and has always been an important part of my life. Our house was directly across
the street from the Methodist parsonage and the church was located beside it. I grew up spending a lot of time at the parsonage. The ministers children were my friends and I was always welcome at their house. They were good people. I participated in everything that went on at the church. I remember Sunday school in every classroom and corner from the basement to the little room upstairs that was beside the pump organ. During the hot days of summer, the shady front steps were
a good place to play and stay cool. I went to summer church camp at Pine Lake and of course each year a Christmas program. I was baptized, confirmed and eventually married in that church. It holds a lot of memories.
(continued)
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During the first years of marriage, we moved several times…first to Jesup IA, then Prairie du Chien WI and then Rochester MN
always trying to better the job situation. Those moves with a young family are always difficult. Always having to say goodbye
to friends and never sure of what was to come. One thing I always did that helped was to call the church upon arriving in
town and find out what time church services started and bring the kids to Sunday school. They always welcomed us and we
made lasting friendships where ever we settled and the many sermons I’ve listened to have certainly played a part in the
foundation of my life. In 1975 we were delighted when Connie’s job brought us to the Madison area and where we eventually joined this church in Windsor. In 1981 we started a millwork business of our own. Over the years we furnished the millwork in a lot of churches.
******************************************************************************************************

Thanks to Irene Fortney
Irene Fortney has been our choir director since 2014. We thank her for all her time and dedication to serving
us and God in that capacity. It has been a joy!
Irene is stepping down from the position this spring, and we are planning to recognize her at a pie reception
following the Worship Service on Sunday, June 5th.
All are invited.

Sing to the LORD with grateful praise; make music to our God…….
Psalm 147: 7

Pentecost
Pentecost falls on June 5th this year. It can be called the birthday of the church the beginning of the Christian Church.
The disciples and followers of Jesus had gathered to celebrate a Jewish holiday. All of a sudden, the Holy Spirit came
upon them. It was like the rush of wind, the rain, and fire came upon them all at once. They started speaking in all
kinds of languages, and yet they could understand. The Holy Spirit had entered their lives.
Jesus had told his disciples that he would send this Holy Spirit to them to guide them and help them spread the good
news about the living God.
It was the beginning of the church – the disciples began to travel around telling people about Jesus and they started
churches everywhere they went.
Traditionally, in our church, we ask folks to wear red clothing and bring red geraniums. The red color reminds us of
fire and the Holy Spirit. We plant the red geraniums outside to signify that the Holy Spirit is here with us.
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It’s A Party
(A Block Party)

Wednesday, June 22nd
5:00—7:30 pm
A Community Meet & Greet
Rusk Street between Jefferson & Terhune
Bring Lawn Chairs
Light Meal Provided
Face Painting
Sidewalk Chalk
Corn Hole Bags
Music
This event is sponsored by the Viroqua United Methodist Church.
We are interested in your ideas about how we, as a church, might
better serve our neighbors.
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Screen Operators
Could you serve your church by operating the screen computer on a Sunday morning?
It involves setting up the computer, connecting to the screen, opening the Power Point presentation, and then advancing the slides at the proper time.
A group of people trained to do this would mean that no one person has to do it all the time.
If you would consider being on the list to help in this way, let the office know.

2nd Annual Yard Sale
The date has been set—Friday & Saturday, July 29 & 30!
(Yes, we do hope & pray that it’s not the hottest weekend of the summer!)
Bring your unwanted items to the church any time.
If you’d like to help, let the office know.

June Online Studies – Praising God!
As children of God, we should be praising God each day for everything, no matter what the circumstances. Some days it is easier to praise Him than other days. We invite you to come and
find ways to increase your praise for God and grow closer to Him through praise.
There will be three studies this month. We’ll start praising God by learning more about the
twelve names of God to understand more about His character. During the next study will concentrate on praising and worshiping God as we look for God’s fingerprints in our lives. The final
study leads us to renew our passion for God so we can experience a praise-filled life and the joy
and strength this type of life provides.
Please join us as we find new ways to praise God for all the wonderful things He does. We welcome you to join us for all three of these studies, or just one or two – whatever works best for
you! Please click on the links below to sign up for each study.
“Praying And Praising God's Names” – begins on June 1st - https://bible.com/
p/51447382/648d374216ee3f225d69dddea5a0bed4
“God, the Color; Praise, the Canvas” – begins on June 13th - https://bible.com/p/51447404/efdbf12eb1327abdf0b99f72be18f7f5

“The Praise-Filled Life” – begins on June 19th - https://bible.com/p/51447423/ffad084665bde94f15a369924a514012
The online studies can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com website, which are free resources. In addition to wonderful
devotional/reading plans, they provide a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the Bible in a wide variety of versions. The
Bible App is available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at www.bible.com.

Covid Timecapsule
It’s time to put together the Time Capsule that we planned way back when COVID began!
If you have items to go into the Time Capsule, please bring them to the church office. You will
find a big tote in which you can drop the items.
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Book Group
The next meeting of the Book Group will be on Monday, July 11 @ 7:00 pm. We will discuss Savvy Ally by Jeannie
Gainsburg for another session. The book was difficult to get, and the topic very big, so we decided to stay with it one
more time. All are welcome to join the group.

May Featured Committee
Finance/Stewardship
The Finance Committee is responsible for stewarding the church’s financial resources to serve our Lord and fulfill our
mission. From paying electric bills to annual budgeting to fundraisers, the Finance Committee helps determine the
church’s activities and direction.
Current members include Dan Brown, chairperson, Gregory Cheever, Gregg Roberts, Aaron Hanson, Cavan Fang, Jolene Gudgeon, Layne Hanson, Janet Welch, Kathy Hanson.

UM News
Traditionalists committed to leaving The United Methodist Church over “fundamental differences” regarding
its beliefs on same sex marriage and LGBTQ clergy have chosen “Global Methodist Church” as the name for
the denomination they plan to launch.
On March 1, the group unveiled a logo and website. On May 1, the “Global Methodist Church” launched.
They are led by a transitional leadership council, which includes some retired United Methodist bishops.
But the official start and legal organization of the Global Methodist Church may well be more than a year
and a half away. The United Methodist 2020 General Conference was delayed for a year because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and has been postponed again because the public health emergency continues. The
Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation, does require approval by General Conference, The
United Methodist Church’s global lawmaking assembly.

Viroqua UMC May Giving
Thank you to those who keep up their giving. This is so much appreciated, as we do our best to continue God’s work.
The amount needed each week to meet our 2022 Budget is $2,952.
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22

$3,618.44
$1,111.44
$841.44
$1,331.19
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Peace With Justice Sunday
This year, the United Methodist Church celebrates Peace with Justice Sunday on June 12, the first Sunday after Pentecost. Peace with Justice Sunday is one of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings.
Peace with Justice Sunday enables The United Methodist Church to have a voice in advocating for peace and justice
through a broad spectrum of global programs. The special offering benefits peace with justice ministries both in the
Wisconsin Annual Conference and in the worldwide United Methodist Church.
In a world plagued by war and terror, violence and destruction, people of faith have a clear call to build peace with justice. Scripture is consistent in the call for followers of Christ to love our enemies (Matthew 5:44-45a), forgive others
their trespasses (Matthew 6:14-15), to overcome evil with good (Romans 12:21), and to seek peace and pursue it
(Psalm 34:14). Peacemakers are blessed and called the children of God (Matthew 5:9).
The United Methodist Church states that war is “incompatible with Christian teaching” (Social Principles 165.C). If we
are to live into our mission of transforming the world, we must prioritize collaboration among nations, work to reduce
the use and need for weapons, and foster just, equitable and durable solutions to the root causes of conflict.
If you would like to contribute to this special offering, please make out your check to Viroqua UMC and write “Peace
with Justice Sunday” on the memo line. You can bring your special offering with you to church on Sunday, or mail it in,
or drop it off at the church office.

Administrative Council
May 17, 2022
Members Present: Dan Brown, Gregory Cheever, Gregg Roberts, Cavan Fang, Aaron Hanson, Kathy
Hanson, Layne Hanson, Pastor Erika

The meeting was opened with a reading from the Upper Room.
The Covid update from Chuck was read. Cases have increased in our area. We decided that an
email should go out with the following recommendations:
-Do not come to the church building if you have cold symptoms.
-Consider wearing a mask if you are high risk, are unvaccinated and/or want to increase the protection of yourself
and others.
-Get tested if you have symptoms, even if your symptoms are mild.
-Vaccines and boosters are the best way to prevent severe symptoms
The Care, Nurture, and Outreach Committee is planning a Block Party for Wednesday, June 22nd. Families in the neighborhood around the church will be invited for a “Meet & Greet” type event with food and activities for the kids. As a
church in the neighborhood, we are interested in developing ties with folks around us. Everyone in our church is needed
that night to visit with people and let them see who we are.

Committee Reports:
Trustees — See minutes elsewhere in this newsletter.
Missions—Collections for the In-Gathering are complete. Lorna will be purchasing the items to go in the kits.
Worship Committee - See minutes elsewhere in this newsletter.
Education - Sundae Sunday and Graduate recognition are on May 22. See minutes elsewhere in this newsletter.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next meeting June 21st
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Finance Committee
May 17, 2022
Members Present: Dan Brown, Gregg Roberts, Gregory Cheever, Aaron Hanson, Kathy Hanson, Cavan Fang, Pastor Erika
Welcome & Opening Prayer
Joys & Concerns:
Dale Gudgeon, Phyllis Kalnins, Betty Ross, Kathy Porter, Mike McCormick—health issues
Spring sports is winding down—a joy
Review Items:
Discussion about how to pay for the new vacuum cleaner—we’ll use Wills & Memorials
A computer will be purchased for operating the screen. Costs over the amount raised will come from Wills & Memorials.
Dan has been in touch with the Foundation about doing a Planned Giving presentation here. We will ask for an August
21 or 28 date.
Dan will ask Sonja to do the Audit again this year.
Financial Secretary Report:
The accounts Gregg manages are about the same—approximately $16,000. Some people are giving through Vanco.
There are still things to be learned about integrating that giving into our Church 360.
Treasurer Report
 Budget income average compared to last year is approximately $500 less
 Average budget expenses are approximately $700 more
 Unpaid bills at the end of April total $13,341.42
 We have managed to maintain a positive cash flow with the help from our heaven members
 Apportionments and special designated giving are paid in full.
Next meeting June 15 @7:00 pm

Trustees Meeting
May 10, 2022, 6 pm, Church Office
Present: Aaron, Dale, Pete, Jack, Sandy
The meeting was opened with prayer by Aaron.
Bills: - Trash bags & Batteries, $53.93

New Vacuum Cleaner, $498.49

Jim has extended his vacation time to 2 weeks. He’s due back on June 1st. Everyone will help with Janitorial duties
while he is gone. The heat is turned off. (Note: Jim has since postponed his vacation time.)
The basement bathroom faucets in the women’s restroom have the hot & cold faucets reversed.
There is concern for the tuck pointing and the lower window wells. This should be checked this summer
Meeting adjourned @ 6:30 pm
Next meeting May 10th, 2022 @ 6:00 pm in the office.

Care, Nurture , & Outreach Committee
May 19, 2022
Attendees: Barb Casper, Alice Sloane, Gregory Cheever, Sandy Skarda, Kathy Hanson, Joanne Hornby, Pastor Erika.
The Homebound List was reviewed. There have been some changes. Check with the office for information.
Planning was done regarding the Block Party. Kathy will generate the invitation, Gregory will finalize the Bouncy
House, Alice will check on the price and availability of hot dogs, Barb will see about getting clowns and ask Janice to
do face painting. Kathy will also check on the possibility of getting Hub’s Fries to be there. Pastor Erika will put together a brochure for us to hand out.
We need every one of our members to attend the Block Party and visit with the guests. We want to be friendly and
establish connections with our neighbors. We want to communicate that our church wants to serve our community.
Next meeting June 16th @ 1:00 pm.
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Worship Committee
Thursday May 5, 2022, 6:00 p.m.

COVID updates:
Local COVID rates are increasing, and nearby areas have risen from Low to Medium risk, but
we do not plan to change our interventions at this time.
Communion:
The Communion procedure might change from month to month as we try different things.
Each month we will need two Communion servers to serve along with Erika. One of the two servers will distribute the
gluten-free bread.
June 12:
Pastor Erika will be away at Annual Conference, so we are planning a hymn sing for that day: worshippers will request
hymns, and we will fit as many as possible into the hour. People will submit hymn requests in writing, rather than shout
out the numbers, and we will pick the requests more-or-less randomly.

Choir:
After Pentecost June 5 the choir is on summer vacation, but members will likely be willing to sing if music is needed for
any special Sunday.
Kathy will ask the youth and teens to provide summer special music, and to participate in the “This Is Me” anthem on
July 17. We can also look outside our congregation for people to provide special music.
Irene plans to retire as choir director as of June 5, and SPRC will search for a new choir director before fall. Community
members outside the congregation should be asked. Cavan is the candidate of last resort if nobody else can be found.
Screen project:
We want the most basic computer that meets our needs of being able to operate the screen, and show PowerPoint
slideshows including videos/animations. However, we would like to stick with Apple products, and to get something
new enough that it will be usable for at least a few years. Until we obtain the computer, we can continue using Erika’s
laptop, or Phyllis can bring in her laptop if Erika needs to be away.
More operators are needed to run the screen during worship. Phyllis and Kristine will be unavailable for several weeks
after May 18. Chuck M-K will run the screen on May 22.
Even when we start having hymn words on screen, we will continue printing copies of songs not in the hymnal, for people who find it helpful to have the musical notes available. Not everyone will take printed copies, so Kathy will experiment to see how many are needed.
Outdoor worship:
July 24 in Davidson Park. We will start planning in June.
Next meeting: June 2, 6pm.

Education Committee
May 9, 2022, 6pm
Present: Kathy Hanson, Janette Hanson, Heidi Garrett, Avis Marino
Janette presented the Mac Innes scholarships at the High School Awards night. $500 scholarships were given to
Taylor Stalsberg and Abbey Diehl.
Plans were made for Sundae Sunday on May 22nd. Kids will have a short lesson followed by games/activities. Sundaes will be served at the end and the congregation invited down after the service to help enjoy the sundaes.
We’ll ask high school youth to help with the activities.
High School Graduate Recognition will be held on May 22nd during worship. Postcards will be sent to invite the
kids to be here.
Summer plans were discussed. Some ideas include swimming, canoeing, movie night, outdoor exploration and
cookout, VBS. More planning at the next meeting.
The next meeting will be June 13th at 6:00 pm. Heidi will lead the meeting.
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open minds and open doors.

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR
REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES
(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line
(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage
encadenada100@hotmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, WI 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua
Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
Worship—10:30 am
Sunday School:
Adult 9:00 am
Broadcast on
WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on
Facebook Live

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement
The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly
share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
John Wesley
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