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May the Lord Send More Workers
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the
crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
Matthew 9.35-38
We have often wondered what we should do to keep our congregation alive. I often hear very good ideas about how
we should approach people to be part of our congregation, but with the hope that someone else will do it.
In this selection from the Gospel according to Matthew, Jesus is fulfilling his mission to teach, preach, and heal
throughout the Galilean region of Israel. Motivated by compassion for the people who he knew were in great need
of healing and leadership and realizing that the task was too great for him to accomplish alone, he gathered twelve
of his followers, representing the twelve tribes of Israel, to assist him in the job. He delegated authority from him to
them.
These disciples were a diverse group of people from all walks of life and Jesus often complained about the lack of
faith displayed by the apostles he had chosen, but nevertheless they were faithful enough to accept the task that
Jesus had given them, to the point of abandoning their previous lives and accepting suffering. Jesus, by affirming his
messianism over his own people, while knowing that they were in great need of healing and spiritual guidance,
made the priority of his new apostles first to the Jewish people. He would bring them healing and announce the
coming of the kingdom of God, for which John the Baptist had long prepared them.
How often do you expect leaders to fulfill the mission of the church while you are not willing to actively help in this
great task? Do you think that simply attending church on Sundays and perhaps participating in a Bible study session
is enough of a burden in your busy life? If you offer to help, do you expect something in return?
As Jesus himself realized, while there is much to do and people are in great need of healing and spiritual guidance,
there is an even greater need for all of us to actively help in this work. Let us be generous with our time and talent,
even if we believe that our faith is insufficient for the task. Let us simply offer our faithfulness and allow God to act
through us.
Pastor Erika
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OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC
God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our talents and have the
courage to use them to serve you and our community with unimagined new purposes on behalf of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

God does nothing except in response to believing prayer.
John Wesley

God is wonderful and glorious. I pray that through His Spirit
you will become strong followers.
Ephesians 3: 16
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Pentecost

Irene’s Retirement Party
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Block Party
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LITTLE HEROES FROM THE BIBLE
Young in their age, but not in their willingness to be used by God. Sometimes we think that God only uses great leaders
and those who are mature in faith, but God can use anyone who has a humble and obedient heart. This is the case of
these boys and girls. Despite their young age, they were great heroes in biblical history for God's will to be done.
Throughout this year we will be meeting some of these great little heroes.

DANIEL, THE YOUNG THAT TRUST
Daniel 6
A long time ago in Babylon, there was a king named Darius. He was a smart and good man and was always looking for advisers
to help rule. One of those counselors had a very good heart and his name was Daniel. King Darius had so much confidence in
him that he made him his favorite and made him leader of the councilors.
The other councilors began to feel jealous and to plan how to get rid of Daniel. But he was so good that they couldn't find anything to use against him until one said, “Daniel believes in God and prays every day.”
“It is true, let's make a new law saying that the inhabitants of the kingdom can only worship the king,” answered another.
“The one who worships other gods will be thrown into the lions' den.”
The king, not realizing how wrong this law was, approved it. The next day, they went to Daniel's house, arrested him while he
was praying, and put him in a pit with many lions. When King Darius found out, he tried to save Daniel. But even he could not
act against his own laws. “You have to survive for being such a good and loyal man,” he told Daniel very sadly before leaving.
Darius couldn't sleep because of his concern. Upon waking up, he ran to the pit to see how he was. “Daniel! Are you okay?” he
asked.
When no one answered, he looked into the pit thinking the worst, but when he got closer, he saw Daniel waking up calmly
among the lions and it seemed that the lions were taking care of his rest!
“What happened? How did you survive?” asked the king.
“It seems that God helped me calm the lions!” answered Daniel happily.
Without hiding his joy, the king ordered Daniel to be taken out of the den. King Darius issued a new decree: Everywhere in my
kingdom people must worship and honor the God of Daniel!
God saved Daniel's life and everyone knew that God is the true God!

Daniel, The Young That Trust
Scripture: Daniel 6
Age: teenager
Address: Kingdom of Babylon
Father: Unknow
Funny facts:
 as Daniel served the king of Babylon his name was
changed to Beltshazzar.
 he lived to be almost to 100 years of age
Interesting facts:
 his name means “God is my Judge”
 his three best friends were called: Ananias, Misael
and Azarias
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What is Planned Giving?
“Society grows great when we plant trees in whose
shade we know we shall never sit.” [GREEK PROVERB]
Planned giving is also referred to as gift planning or
legacy giving. It enables individuals to make larger gifts
to charitable organizations than they could make from
ordinary income. Planned giving is a way to continue a
lifetime of generosity and support vital ministries for
years to come.

Viroqua UMC
August 21st
Viroqua UMC has been greatly blessed because people before
us left a legacy to this church. We call those people our
“heaven members,” and we constantly benefit from their generosity. This upcoming seminar on August 21st will help us to
become informed about planned giving opportunities.

Donors can arrange to give an asset now or sometime
in the future, often receiving immediate financial benefits. At the same time, donors are able to make a lasting
impact on the ministries they value most. Some
planned gifts provide life-long income to donor. Other
gift plans use estate and tax planning to provide for
charity and heirs in ways that maximize the gift and/or
minimize its impact on the donor’s estate. Thus, by
definition, a planned gift is any major gift, made in lifetime or at death as part of a donor’s overall financial
and/or estate planning.
Whether a donor uses cash, appreciated securities/
stock, real estate, personal property, life insurance, a
retirement plan, etc., the benefits of funding a planned
gift can make this type of charitable giving very attractive to both donor and charity.
Come to the Planned Giving Seminar here to learn
more about how you can give to the church and its
ministries now and/or years into the future.

July Online Studies – Rekindle the Flame!
Journey with us through the Book of Acts as we experience the adventure
of the early church – the miracles, the struggles and the persecution. Together we will travel with Peter, Barnabas, Priscilla and Aquilla, Phillip, Lydia
and the apostle Paul as well as the nameless heroes of the first century
church as they spread the gospel. Along the way, we will learn to rekindle
the flame of the Holy Spirit within our lives and learn what it means to be
disciples of Christ!
We invite you to join us on this 28-day journey through the Bible App or
bible.com website. This study will begin on Friday, July 1st. To access the
study, use the link below!
“Rekindle the Flame” 28 Day Study: https://bible.com/
p/51943223/09c85259f8b298b77ad3acb4d54921f9
The online studies can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com website, which are free resources.
In addition to wonderful devotional/reading plans, they provide a verse of the day, and you will be able to
read the Bible in a wide variety of versions. The Bible App is available in your app store on your mobile device
or accessible online at www.bible.com.
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Joint Outdoor Worship Service – July 24th
On Sunday, July 24th, there will have a joint outdoor worship service for Viroqua UMC and Westby UMC. This year the
service will be held in Westby at Davidson Park and will begin at 10:00 AM. Like last year’s joint outdoor worship service, there will be a blessing of the pets. Please bring your pets with you to worship so they can receive a special blessing. We will also be collecting donations for the Driftless Humane Society during this service.
After the worship service, we hope to have a potluck meal. More details about the potluck and service will be provided
in the worship bulletins prior to July 24th. Bring your lawn chairs and join us as we worship our Lord together in the
beautiful outdoors.

June Featured Committee
History
The History Committee is dedicated to preserving and celebrating the history of our long standing congregation as well
as educating our members regarding that history.
The latest project that the committee has completed was hanging the confirmation pictures in the upstairs hallway.
We are currently gearing up to organize a celebration for the 175th anniversary of our congregation. Did you know our
membership began in 1848?
Members of the history committee include:
Joanne Hornby, Hester Nelson, Kristen Parrott, Heidi Garrett, Betty Ross, and Layne Hanson.
If you'd like to join our committee, just talk to any of the current members!
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Viroqua UMC June Giving
Thank you to those who keep up their giving. This is so much appreciated, as we do our best to continue God’s work.
The amount needed each week to meet our 2022 Budget is $2,952.
May 29
June 5
June 12
June 19
(Vanco

$1,228.22
$3,288.47
$1,769.47
$1,374.47
$1,914.75)

Care, Nurture , & Outreach Committee
June 15, 2022
Attendees: Barb Casper, Alice Sloane, Gregory Cheever, Sandy Skarda, Kathy Hanson, Joanne Hornby, Betty Ross, Pastor Erika.
The Homebound List was reviewed. There have been some changes. Check with the office for information.
Block Party details were discussed, including food, set-up workers, and all the activities. The macaroni salad will be
made on Tuesday @ 3:00 in the church kitchen. People are asked to help with set-up beginning at 4:00 on Wednesday. Emails will go out encouraging our members to help and to attend and visit with our neighbors. We are encouraged by the response from the neighbors so far.
The outdoor movie night will be July 21st in partnership with the library.
Next meeting July 20 @ 1:00 pm.
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Administrative Council
June 21, 2022

Members Present: Dan Brown, Gregory Cheever, Gregg Roberts, Cavan Fang, Kristin Parrott, Jolene
Gudgeon, Aaron Hanson, Kathy Hanson, Layne Hanson, Pastor Erika
The meeting was opened with a reading from “Jesus Calling” by Sarah Young.
A Block Party update was given. Everything is ready to go.
Upcoming Activities:
Sunday, June 26
4:00 pm
Youth bowling
Thursday, July 21
Outdoor movie night with ice cream bar
Sunday, July 24th
10:00 am
Outdoor Worship @ Westby Davidson Park- blessing of pets & potluck
Fri & Sat, July 29 & 30 Yard Sale
Sunday, August 14
4:00-7:00 pm VBS -joint with Westby
Sunday, August 21st
12:00 pm
Planned Giving Seminar
Wednesday, August 24 Youth Pool Party
Visioning: Pastor Erika wants us to think about long range planning that includes a church-wide project. We will develop
the plan this fall.
Committee Reports:
Worship Committee - See minutes elsewhere in this newsletter.
Trustees — We have sidewalk replacement bills that will need to be paid—both at the church and the parsonage.
Jim will be taking vacation from July 20th to August 4th.
History—This is the featured committee for July. The 175th anniversary of this congregation is next year.
SPRC— A job description for Choir Director will be developed. Advertising will be done again for a Youth Leader.
Missions—Several hospital kits were assembled and sent to Annual Conference. We qualify for the Rainbow Covenant
and the paperwork has been submitted. The July recognition of the Missions Committee will be on July 31—the 5th
Sunday rather than on the 4th Sunday because of the Outdoor Worship.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next meeting July 19th.

Finance Committee
June 21, 2022
Members Present: Dan Brown, Gregg Roberts, Gregory Cheever, Aaron Hanson, Kathy Hanson, Cavan
Fang, Jolene Gudgeon, Pastor Erika
The meeting opened with a prayer by Pastor Erika.
Joys & Concerns:
Block Party, Mr. McCormick, Elnore, Gregg was able to buy 40 more acres of land
Treasurer Report:
Our spending is within our budget, but the giving is not keeping up with the spending.
The air conditioner for the office & pastor’s office has quit working. Strang’s is getting a quote together for the Trustees.
Financial Secretary Report:
The Care, Nurture, & Outreach Committee requested the Ignite funds to help pay for the Block Party. Permission given.
Fundraising Ideas:
Yard sale
Mexican Dinner in October
Pancake breakfast in October
Baked Potato Meal
Big Thing in February
The Planned Giving Seminar put on by the UM Foundation is scheduled for August 21st. We will start disseminating information.
Next meeting July 19 @7:00 pm
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Trustees Meeting
June 14th, 2022, 6 pm, Church Office

Present: Aaron, Dale, Pete, Pastor Erika
Bills: City of Viroqua—sidewalk replacement at church and at parsonage.
Jim will be on vacation from July20th through August 3rd. This is rescheduled from May.
Next meeting July 12th, 2022 @ 6:00 pm in the office.

Education Committee
June 20, 2022, 6pm
Present: Kathy Hanson, Janette Hanson, Heidi Garrett, Avis Marino, Elizabeth Roberts, Pastor Erika, Jane Gaskell
Pastor Erika shared plans for VBS. Discussion followed. It will be a joint Westby/Viroqua event held this year in
Viroqua on Sunday, August 14th from 4-7. The theme is Psalms.
Kids’ activities were discussed. A bowling trip is planned for this Sunday, June 26 @ 4:00 pm. Heidi shared some
activities she has been thinking about. Much discussion was held about what kinds of things are most meaningful
to our confirmed youth. We will pursue more advertising for a Youth Leader.
The next meeting will be July 11th at 6:00 pm. Heidi will lead the meeting.

Worship Committee
Thursday June 2 2022, 6:00 p.m.
Present: Barb Casper, Jack Deters, Cavan Fang, Irene Fortney, Avis Marino, Pastor Erika Martinez, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp, Winky.
COVID updates: Virus activity is slowing, but only a little. Now that the weather has warmed
up the ushers will resume partially opening the back doors during worship, depending on traffic noise.
Offering: During the Doxology the ushers will each bring one offering plate forward for Pastor Erika to bless on the
altar. One offering plate will be left at the back on each side so people can still drop any offerings on the way out.
Communion: Ushers have been instructed to not try and pack too many people at once at the Communion rail, but to
send up fewer at a time and allow a comfortable distance between household groups. Likewise, worshippers are encouraged to not all bunch together at one end, but to space themselves out.
Screen project: Several people have been recruited to help run the screen during worship, but it would be helpful to
have a few more. Pastor Erika and Kristine and Phyllis are developing a schedule for screen operators.
Youth Sundays: Pastor Erika is still working on a schedule for Youth Liturgists for each Third Sunday. Pastor Erika
would like to broaden the scope of our Third Sunday worship to try different, more creative forms and formats of worship. Everyone is encouraged to think about creative worship ideas they have encountered, which they found meaningful and effective.
Choir: The pie & ice cream reception honoring Irene's retirement has been planned for Pentecost Sunday June 5 after
worship. Enough members have signed up to bring pies.
The choir will be on vacation until fall. However, if Pastor Erika has a special request for choir music then there are
choir members who will be willing to sing if available—even if it’s only a quartet or duet.
One special request is for July 17--some youth are helping the choir sing that Sunday, and rehearsals will begin a few
weeks in advance.
One church member has offered to provide special music one Sunday this summer but we have many more Sundays to
fill. Contact the office or Pastor Erika to schedule a Sunday.
Outdoor Worship: July 24 10am in Westby Davidson Park The outdoor worship will include a Blessing Of The Animals. The planning committee will meet soon. A potluck is being considered, and details will be announced in the
newsletter and online if that occurs.

Our next meeting will be July 7 at 6pm.
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9am Adult Sunday
School
10:30am Worship w/
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24
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Kathy Hanson's
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6pm Education
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7pm Book Group
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8pm Administrative
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July 2022
Wednesday

8am Prayer Group

8am Prayer Group

8am Prayer Group
1pm Care, Nurture,
Outreach

8am Prayer Group
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open minds and open doors.

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR
REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES
(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line
(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage
encadenada100@hotmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, WI 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua
Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
Worship—10:30 am
Adult Sunday School: 9:00 am
Broadcast on
WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on
Facebook Live

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement
The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly
share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.
John Wesley
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