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Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at 

a price. Therefore, honor God with your bodies. 
~ 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

 
We, as Christians, have chosen to give our lives to Jesus Christ. That means that 
we have given him our will, our desires, and our way of doing things. So how we 
live that life is the classic definition of stewardship. 
 
Stewardship means that we are not the owners of something, but only the 
administrators. Therefore, it is our duty to do everything possible to manage 
what does not belong to us, according to the will and desire of the owner. 
 
In this life, we have three things that we are stewards of. We manage our time, our energy and our affections. 
Since we were bought with a price and our life is not ours to decide what we want to do with it, we must ask 
ourselves the question, what does God want us to do with these three things? 
 
• STEWARDSHIP OF OUR TIME: How does God want us to use our time? We are only allotted a certain amount of 

time on planet earth. With that in mind, have you asked yourself the question, how would God like you to use 
that time? 
 

Now there is nothing wrong with needing relaxation and downtime. It's part of how God created us, but has the 
pursuit of this become a waste of time instead of an energy restorer? How much time is needed in your life 
watching television or movies, or spent on the Internet? How much time do you spend working to pay for things 
that have no eternal purpose? 
 
I can't answer this question for you, but it is a question you must ask yourself if you are going to be a good steward 
of the time God has given you on this earth. 
 

Our calling is to reach all people 
with the life-changing power of 

God’s Love and Grace available to 
all through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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The Westby United Methodist Church 
welcomes everyone with open arms and open 

hearts as indicated in Romans 15:7 (NIV): 
Accept one another, then, just as Christ 

accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 

Christian Stewardship 
by Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores 
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• STEWARDSHIP OF OUR ENERGY: How does God want us to use our energy? Most of us spend a good deal of 
our energy making a living. This is a good and honorable thing as long as the income we receive is used for 
godly principles. 
 

Once again, the energy you emit belongs to God. Therefore, the income you get 
from that energy is also not yours. 
 
Most people feel that they are doing the right thing by giving God 10% of their 
income called a tithe. Then the rest is theirs to spend as they please. 
 
However, this is not the true definition of stewardship. All your income is from God if your whole life is from God. 
So how would God want you to spend your income? 
 
Here is four questions John Wesley asked himself in deciding this question. 

1. By spending this money, am I acting as if I own it or am I acting as the Lord's steward? 
2. What Scripture requires you to spend this money in this way? 
3. Can I offer this purchase as a sacrifice to the Lord? 
4. Will God reward me for this expense in the resurrection of the righteous? 

 
• STEWARDSHIP OF OUR AFFECTIONS: You must no longer set your affections on things that are not part of the 

heart of Jesus. You must let Him be the one to place in your heart and mind the things that matter to Him. You 
must set your affections on the things above, the eternal values, not on the things of this earth. 

 
What things are you working on? Are they things that can be stored in heaven, or things that will slowly fade and 
rot here on earth? Where is your heart focused? Are you aware of a biblical definition of stewardship? 
 
You are not your own. You have been bought with a price. You made that decision, so now I encourage you to start 
changing your mindset. Be a good steward of all that God has given you, and if you are faithful in it, He will give 
you more! He will reward you as you apply the biblical principles of stewardship. 
          
May God be with all of you,  
Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores 
 

Pastor Erika’s Schedule: 
 
Thursday at Westby UMC – 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

• 3rd Thursday of the month (11:30 AM - 1:00 PM) 
Sunday morning before worship – 8:30 AM – 8:50 AM 
 

 
November Birthdays     November Anniversaries   

Nov. 3 – Selah Berg      Nov. 26 – Tom & Sharon Sharratt 
Nov. 27 – Kendal Oney-Siam       
         
**  Remember to join us at 3:20 PM each day for being unified in prayer to pray for our church …  

“God, Give us the courage to dream big dreams. Please open our minds and hearts so we can have new 

breakthroughs to Your new possibilities. Amen.” 

Contact Information: 
 

Cell Phone:  919-478-3584 
Direct Office Phone:  608-638-7627 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 
Email: pastor-vw@driftlessministry.org 

 
 



NEWSLETTER WESTBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH | NOV 2022 Issue 3 

 

 

Sunday School News   
The Sunday school crew is back together on Sunday mornings.  Our focus this fall is prayer.  The 
kids are keeping a prayer journal each week and our worship music has a prayer theme to share 
during the Community Prayer night. A giant coloring poster is part of a combined project with 
the kids, church family and meal site seniors to add some color during spare moments.  Soon it will be up on the 
wall to better see our progress, but right now it is flattening out and we are working on the very top that will be 
hard to reach once its hung.  
 

Looking ahead we will share in one of our favorite traditions – Operation Christmas Child. We 
will put together the Christmas store and write notes on November 6th and pack the boxes 
on  November 13th.  A variety of items will be available, but feel free to bring any small items 
that can be tucked in or donate toward shipping costs.  With shipping at $10 per box, our goal 
will be 10 – 15 boxes. 
 

Operation Christmas Child guidelines: 
Suggestions: age-appropriate toys, t-shirts, socks, hair clips, combs, toy jewelry, personal care items or school 
supplies.  
Do Not Include: Candy; toothpaste; used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives, or military 
figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or 
lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items, glass containers; aerosol cans. 
 
Note: We will not have Sunday school on November 27th – the weekend of Thanksgiving.  We will meet again on 
December 4th.   

 
Growing in Faith Study Group  
The Growing in Faith Study Group meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month. We 
continue our study of 2 Corinthians, using Max Lucado’s “Life Lessons from 2 Corinthians” study 
book. The study sessions begin at 6:00 PM. Anyone is welcomed to come and join the discussion, 
even if you don’t have the book. Just read the scriptures prior to the study time and then come 
and join the conversation! 

• Lesson 10 (2 Corinthians 11:16-31) on Wednesday, November 2nd    

• Lesson 11 (2 Corinthians 12:1-13) on Wednesday, November 16th    
 

Thursday Morning Prayer Group    
Please and help us flex our “prayer muscles” by coming to our monthly Prayer Group on 
Thursday, November 3rd  at 10:00 AM for a time of fellowship with our Lord through prayer. 
Prayer is a powerful resource, so it’s important that we prayer together to combine our 
prayer strengths. 
There is a prayer request box in the narthex for prayer requests. 
  

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Due to Thanksgiving, this study group will not meet in November. Our study of the Book of Psalm will resume on 
the 4th Thursday in December. 
 

God is able to do much more than we ask, or think, through His power working in us.  
~ Ephesians 3:20 (NLV) 
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November Online Study – Developing a Life of Thanks-Giving    
Popular author and pastor Dr. David Jeremiah once said “No matter what our 
circumstances, we can find a reason to be thankful.”  That is so very true!  God has 
blessed us with so much that even in our worse moments we still have so much to be 
thankful for.  This November, we will turn our attention once again to the act of 
thanksgiving during our Online Bible Study.  Gratitude and thankfulness are not merely 
limited to emotions that we experience from time to time, but are choices we make and 
gifts that we actively give.   
 

Starting on Tuesday, November 1st, we will dive into our season of thanksgiving utilizing the “A Life of Thanks-
Giving” study on the Bible App.  Use the link below to join the study and be a part of our online Bible study 
community! 

• “A Life of Thanks-Giving” (Nov. 1st – Nov. 27th) - 
https://bible.com/p/54336375/230d85faba1244bb45b361e7bf549aba 

These online studies can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com website, which are free resources. In 
addition to wonderful devotional/reading plans, they provide a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the 
Bible in a wide variety of versions. The Bible App is available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible 
online at www.bible.com. 

 
Missions of the Month – Helping Those in Need & Door Opener  
This time of year, we like to prepare for the holidays by giving to needy and lonely 
people.  So, we need to plan ahead to be sure we have the funds to provide gift 
certificates for groceries for area families to purchase a holiday meal, and to give 
gifts to residents at Norseland Nursing Home who might not otherwise receive 
Christmas gifts.  All donations for either project need to be collected by early December.  This is why we start in 
November.  We will have envelopes on the back table for your Baskets of Love donations.  If you have names and 
addresses for people who might need our help, please bring the names to us.  There will be names and gift 
suggestions on the bulletin board for you to choose from for the gifts to Norseland residents.   
 
We are also still collecting items and $ toward the shipping for the Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts and for 
the completion of the automatic handicap door installation, as we still need a little more to pay for this.

 
Daylight Savings Time Ends   
It’s time to fall back. Just a reminder that Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, Nov. 7th, so turn 
your clocks back one hour before you go to bed on Saturday, Nov. 6th. 

Charge Conference – Nov. 7th  
This year Charge Conference will be held at Viroqua UMC on Monday, Nov. 7th.  There will be a potluck meal at 
5:30 PM, followed by the Charge Conference meeting. Pastor Krysta Deede from Onalaska will lead the meeting. 

 

Thankful Tree 
The tree in the back corner of the sanctuary has been decorated for fall and the Sunday school 
students have been adding leaves to it with thoughts and prayers. We’re going to continue 
decorating the tree for fall by adding things we are grateful for to the tree. There will be colored 
leaves on the table in the narthex. Please pick a leaf and write on it what you are thankful for and 
hang your leaf on the tree. Let’s cover the tree with thankfulness! 

https://bible.com/p/54336375/230d85faba1244bb45b361e7bf549aba
https://www.bible.com/
https://www.bible.com/
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Joint Thanksgiving Service – Nov. 13th  
Viroqua UMC and Westby UMC will continue with their tradition of having a Joint 
Thanksgiving Service. This year, the service will be held at Westby UMC on Sunday, Nov. 
13th at 6:00 PM. Many of us associate the Thanksgiving holiday with food, so we’re going 

to have a potluck before the service this year. The potluck will begin at 5:00 PM. We invite you to come for a time 
of enjoying good food, fellowship and thanking our Lord for all of the blessings He has provided! 
 

Thank You Celebration for Door Opener – Nov. 20th  
During our fellowship time on Sunday, Nov. 20th, Verna Reed’s family is planning to 
provide a brunch to thank all of the people who have given donations toward the door 
project, and to especially honor those for whom memorials have been given specifically 
toward this project.  Since our church was not able to properly memorialize Katherine 
Brown, Alberta Clements, Verna Reed, or James Shaw because of COVID, this is our 
opportunity to do so.  

 

Decorative Arrangement Class – Nov. 20th  
Would you like to create your own holiday centerpiece or porch container? On Sunday, 
November 20, 2022, from 4:30-7:30 Westby United Methodist Church will be hosting a 
class so you can create your one-of-a-kind holiday centerpiece/porch container. A snack 
will be available. You will be able to select from a wide array of natural and ready-made 
materials to fill your container to make either a fall or Christmas arrangement. You can 
bring a container with you, or there will also be many available (some at a low cost of 
less than $10). Containers that work well are wicker baskets, wooden boxes, urns, metal 
or ceramic pots, wide mouth vases, buckets, etc. If you have a pair of handheld garden 
snippers, please bring them with you. Come join the fun of creation and fellowship. 

Please notify Verna Drake (608) 632-4100 by Nov 15th if you are coming.   Cost: Freewill donation 
 

Christmas Cookie Walk – Dec. 3rd    
Ready, get set, bake! It’s time to start thinking about our annual Christmas Cookie Walk fundraiser and dig out 
your favorite Christmas cookie recipes or find some interesting new recipes to try and bake for this event. We 
hope to have a wide variety of cookies, homemade candy and other baked goods donated. Last year there was an 
extremely good turn out and there weren’t hardly any leftovers. 
 
The Christmas Cookie Walk will be held 9:00-12:00 on Saturday, Dec. 3rd. In addition to donations of cookies, 
candy and other baked goods, we will need volunteers to help with the following: 

• Hanging up flyers around the area 
• Setting up the tables and decorating 
• Day of the sale – keeping trays stocked, cashiers, clean-up crew 

Sign-up sheets will be available the last part of November. Your assistance is greatly 
appreciated! 

 
Westby United Methodist Church – Board Meeting  October 12, 2022 

Present: Julie Fargen, Jean Shore, Ardith Hoff, Jane Gaskell, Tim Gaskell and Linda Weilnau 
Opening: Julie Fargen opened with prayer. 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the September board meeting were emailed to the board and published in 
the October newsletter, so they could be reviewed prior to the meeting. Jean Shore and Julie Fargen motioned to 
approve the minutes. Motion passed. 
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Treasurer’s Report: Verna Drake provided preliminary financial reports, which included the report for the month of 
September, Year-to-Date report, special accounts, and the credit card statement. These reports were emailed to 
the board prior to the meeting. The treasurer’s report wasn’t approved at this time due to it being a preliminary 
report since Verna wasn’t able to reconcile the finances prior to the board meeting. 
Ardith Hoff and Jane Gaskell motioned to approve the treasurer’s report. Motion passed. 
Old Business: 

 Review COVID Policy - It was decided to continue with the policy of masks being optional. 
 Automatic Door Opener – Update – The contractor for doing the cement work hasn’t started yet. Ardith 

called Fronk Construction and they weren’t sure why the cement work wasn’t done on Oct. 7th. We are 
still waiting for the door opener to arrive. 

 Membership List – Update on Review Status – Jane Gaskell has been working on this and is in the 
process of checking with former confirmands, who are now young adults, to see if we should remove 
them from the membership list. Jane is also going to create a list of other people we need to contact 
about possibly removing them from the membership list. 

 Annual Budget – Finalize – Verna Drake provided budget information from the past two years and a 
proposed budget for 2023. Ardith Hoff and Jean Shore motioned to approve the proposed budget for 
2023. Motion passed. 

 Community Hour of Prayer – Oct. 24 – Simple Meal and Sunday School Sing? – We will have a simple 
meal of soup, cheese and crackers at 5:00 PM. The prayer time will start at 6:00 PM. Linda Weilnau 
emailed flyers to the other churches in the Westby area and to Viroqua UMC. Verna Drake put this 
event on the Prayz Network calendar. Jane Gaskell sent information about this event to the Sunday 
School families. If several children come, the Sunday School will probably sing a song during this event. 

New Business: 
 Charge Conference Forms & Charge Conference Nov. 6 or 8 @ Viroqua – Pastor Erika had left some of 

the forms, so these forms were handed out. The Lay Servant forms need to be printed out for Ardith, 
Tim and Jane to complete. 

 Joint Thanksgiving Service w/Viroqua UMC – Nov. 13 @ Westby – We will have a potluck meal at 5:00 
PM and the service at 6:00 PM. Linda will give this information to Viroqua UMC. 

 Apportionments – Criteria to Use to Determine When to Pay – It was decided to wait until the 
November board meeting so we can have more input regarding what criteria has been used this past 
year to determine when to pay and how much to pay. 

Business from Board Committees: 
 Trustees – Jane Gaskell reported that the fire inspection was done. We were told the fire extinguishers 

need to be serviced and items need to be moved away from the door in the storage room next to the 
kitchen. We have one month to fix these issues. Jane has moved the items in the storage room, and she 
contacted the Fire Protection Service in Bangor to come and service the fire extinguishers. The fire 
extinguishers have been serviced. 

 SPRC – There will be a joint SPRC meeting with Viroqua UMC on October 17th. 
 Worship – Linda Weilnau found out about a free Worship & Tech Conference that is online on Oct. 22nd. 

Jane Gaskell and Linda will review the agenda to see if there are any sessions that may be beneficial to 
our church. Jane and Pastor Erika will be planning the Joint Thanksgiving Service. 

 Education – Sunday school has started and there have been 4-5 children each week. 
 Lay Leadership – Ardith Hoff presented the message on Oct. 9th when Pastor Erika was on vacation. 
 Missions – For December, the missions will be Baskets of Love and Norseland Christmas Gifts 

 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Erika was on vacation, so no report at this time. 
Jean Shore motioned to adjourn. Meeting was adjourned.    Minutes submitted by Linda Weilnau 
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LITTLE HEROES FROM THE BIBLE 
 
Young in their age, but not in their willingness to be used by God. Sometimes we think that God only uses great 
leaders and those who are mature in faith, but God can use anyone who has a humble and obedient heart. This is 
the case of these boys and girls. Despite their young age, they were great heroes in biblical history for God's will to 
be done. Throughout this year we will be meeting some of these great little heroes. 
This is just an aid to encourage you, dear parents, to take time out and sit down with your children and share 
exciting family Bible stories. Do not forget at the beginning and at the end of each time, to pray to put yourself and 
your family in God's hands through prayer. 
 

THE BOY WITH FISH AND LOAVES 
John 6:1-24 

  

 

Jesus crossed the Sea of Galilee, called Tiberias. A large crowd followed him, seeing that Jesus 

was healing the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat there with his disciples. Looking 

up, Jesus saw a large crowd flocking to Him and said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread to 

feed them?" 

 

He said this to put him to the test, because he knew very well what he was going to do. 

Philip replied: "Two hundred denarii would not be enough for each one to eat a piece of bread." 

 

Jesus could have made food appear from heaven, as he did in the desert with the quail… BUT 

Jesus WANTED to show all the people a great miracle. 

 

So, when one of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him: "Here is a boy who 

has five loaves and two fish, but what is this for so many people?" Jesus wanted to use this 

child to make him part of the miracle. Then Jesus tells Andres: “Make them sit down”. 

 

They all sat and were one five thousand men. Five loaves and two fishes was a good ration for 

a child, but it would never meet the need of a crowd of all those people. 

 

But then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks and distributed them to those who were sitting. 

He did the same with the fish, giving them whatever they wanted. 

 

When everyone was satisfied, Jesus said to his disciples: "Pick up the pieces that are left over, 

so that nothing is lost." They gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with the pieces left 

over from the five barley loaves. 

 

God used the life of a child to make a great miracle. God can use your life to show others his 

love through you. 
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November 2022 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 1 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal 
Site 
12:45 PM –
Strength 
Training Class 

2 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

6:00 PM – Study 
Group 

3 
10:00 AM - 
Prayer Group 

11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
12:45 PM –
Strength Training 
Class 

4 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

5 
 

6  
9:00 AM –Worship 
Service 
(Communion) 

10:00 AM – Sunday 
School & Fellowship 

7  
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

5:30 PM – 
Potluck  
6:30 PM – 
Charge 
Conference 

8 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal 
Site 
12:45 PM –
Strength 
Training Class 

9 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

6:00 PM – 
Church Board 
Meeting 

10 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
12:45 PM –
Strength Training 
Class 

11 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

12 
 

13 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service 
10:00 AM – Sunday 
School & Fellowship 
5:00 PM – Potluck 
6:00 PM -  Joint 
Thanksgiving Service  

14 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

 

15 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal 
Site 
12:45 PM –
Strength 
Training Class 

16 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
 
6:00 PM – Study 
Group 

17 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
12:45 PM –
Strength Training 
Class 

18 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

19 
 

20 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service  
10:00 AM –Sunday 
School & Brunch to 
Honor Door 
Memorials 

4:30 PM – Container 
Decorating Class 

21 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

 

22 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal 
Site 
12:45 PM –
Strength 
Training Class 

23 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
 
 

24 
Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

25 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

26 
 

27 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service 
10:00 AM – Sunday 
School & Fellowship 

28  
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

 

29 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal 
Site 
12:45 PM –
Strength 
Training Class 

30 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
 

 

   

 


