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Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing, and 

perfect will. 

Romans 12.2 

The Protestant Reformation that happened 5 centuries ago and continues to be a reference 
for the church of Jesus Christ today, and not only that: it is also a reference for modern na-
tions. The Reformation brought to light foundations for the church and society as the fruit 
of the Word of God, which was clearly preached and expounded. 

The Reformation was a movement that brought the church back to its essence and mission, an idea that had been 
totally perverted and deformed. The church refocused on its mission to be the light of the world and salt of the 
earth, to uphold truth and doctrine, and to repeat the pattern of the early church. The Reformation also transformed 
cultures, civilizations, and governments through the living out of the truth and the preaching of the Word. 

Now, what is the relevance of the Reformation today? We are in a period of history where we, as a church, must re-
view what we think and believe, what is our mission and our essence. 

Let's start by specifying what the Protestant Reformation was all about. The central point was in the faith that came 
from understanding the preaching of the Word of God. With the Reformation, the need to go to the Scripture itself 
to understand the different doctrines that affected their lives, was understood. Hence, the leaders of the Refor-
mation understood that education was an essential and important element in the growth of Christianity and in the 
personal and spiritual growth of each person. Thus, the Reformation was not only a theological revolution since the 
social impact experienced by that generation was very profound. 

But today's church doesn't have such a big impact on modern societies. It is common to hear that the only thing the 
church must do is preach the gospel. But what gospel are we preaching? The one in which the only mission of the 
church is to prepare people to continue preaching and add people to the 'select group' of Christianity? Or the gospel 
that transforms the entire existence of those who hear it? That, gospel leaves out the mandate of the Lord to be salt 
and light on earth. 

We must return to the full gospel. The agenda of being salt and light is not optional. We still have time to stand up as 
a church and fight for values, not because the mission of the church is values in themselves, but because we are a 
column and bulwark of the truth, which produces changes at all levels of society. That truth will make people who 
are not believers begin to see the glory of God in us. 

God's agenda is not just the conversion of people; God's agenda is his glory, which is reflected in the church, in us, in 
our lives. His will is that his glory be carried into the world, even to those who are not to be converted. We need to 
understand that preaching the gospel is nothing other than being the light of the world and the salt of the earth. 

Pastor Erika  
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Janet Welch  October 1 

Jean Knutson  October 8 

Tom Steele  October 12  

Nicolas Clements  October 12 

Ellsworth Olson  October 13 

Heidi Garrett  October 18  

Paul Bjerkos  October 22 

Erma Overbo  October 23 

Shirley Gilman  October 29 

Easton Donner  October 30 

God’s Blessings on You! 

God does nothing except in response to believing prayer. 

John Wesley 

OUR PRAYER—Viroqua UMC 

God, the giver of life, generous giver of gifts and abilities, help us discover our talents 
and have the courage to use them to serve you and our community with unimagined 

new purposes and deepening love for Jesus Christ. Amen. 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Veryel & Lorraine Gerdl October 8 

Dan & Dawn Stalsberg October 12 

Cavan Fang & Kristen Parrot October 14 

Paul & Sonja Bjerkos October 17  

David & Lorna Peterson  October 24   
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I can smell autumn dancing in the 

breeze—the sweet chill of pumpkin 

and crisp sunburnt leaves. 

~Unknown 
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Long Range Planning  

Approximately two dozen people attended the Long Range Planning Meeting on Monday, September 27th. The 
evening began with a delicious potluck meal. We were blessed to be able to meet the new District Superintendent, 
Amanda Stein, as she gave the blessing and shared the meal with us. 

Layne Hanson led the planning portion of the meeting. We are charged with identifying a long range objective that 
will focus us and give us a more defined purpose in fulfilling our mission of making disciples for Jesus Christ. The pro-
cess was begun tonight as the committees reviewed their purpose and activities. We were then asked to list reasons 
why we do what we do. The last task was to start brainstorming big goals or projects. 

All our work was put on big sheets of paper, which are now hanging in the Narthex for more reflection and input. 
Everyone is asked to add to the posters any questions, thoughts, or ideas that come to mind. These posters will hang 
up until our next meeting later in October when people will be asked to come together again to start thinking about 
our final outcome. 

Jesus Loves Me  

Susan Warner was a novelist in need of a fictional poem to be read to a dying child in one of her 

stories. She turned to her sister, Anna, who was a poet, and asked her to write something simple 

and comforting. Anna came up with “Jesus loves me, this I know. For the Bible tells me so.”  

The poem ended up being a hit, and the sisters taught it to children during their stint as West Point 

Academy Sunday School teachers. One of their students? A little Texan kid named Dwight D. Ei-

senhower. 

District Superintendent 
 Amanda Stein 
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LITTLE HEROES FROM THE BIBLE 
Young in their age, but not in their willingness to be used by God. Sometimes we think that God only uses great leaders 
and those who are mature in faith, but God can use anyone who has a humble and obedient heart. This is the case of 
these boys and girls. Despite their young age, they were great heroes in biblical history for God's will to be done. 
Throughout this year we will be meeting some of these great little heroes. 

TIMOTHY, THE BRAVE PREACHER 
Acts 16.1-5; 17.1-10 

Timothy was a young member of the Lystra congregation. His father was Greek, and his mother was Jewish. His mother 
was called Eunice, and his grandmother, Loida. They taught Timothy about God since he was little. 

When Paul visited Lystra on his second missionary journey, he realized that Timothy truly loved the brothers and always 
wanted to help them. That is why Paul invited Timothy to go with him on his journey. Over time, Paul trained Timothy to 
be a good teacher and preacher of God's good news. 

The holy spirit guided Paul and Timothy wherever they went. One night Paul had a vision. He saw a man who told him to 
go to Macedonia to help them. So Paul, Timothy, Silas, and Luke went there to preach and form congregations. 

Timothy traveled with Paul to Thessalonica, a city in Greece. To get there, they had to walk a long way and then travel by 
boat. When they finally arrived, they helped many people learn about Jesus. But some people got really angry and tried 
to hurt them. Therefore, Paul and Timothy had to go to preach in other places. 

A few months later, Paul asked Timothy to return to Thessalonica. He wanted to know how the brothers were doing. But 
as in Thessalonica some people had treated the Christians very badly. Timothy had to be very brave to go back there! 
What did Timothy do? He agreed to go, because he was worried about the brothers. And when he came back, he 
brought Paul good news. The Thessalonian brothers continued to serve God! 

For many years, Timothy served God alongside Paul. That is why Paul once wrote about Timothy: “I am going to send 
Timothy to help the brothers. There is no one like him. He loves Jesus and he loves the people too.” 

Timothy 

the Brave 
Age: around 17 years old 

    Address: Listra 

    Parents: son of Eunice, grandson of Loida 

    Funny facts:  
*his name means "honoring God" 

*he used to get sick to his stomach 

    Interesting facts:  
*Paul wrote him two letters to encourage him and 

congratulate him on his work. 

*Timothy grew up in a home that loved God 
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Recognition of and thanks to the Covid Task Force were extended during the worship service 
on September 25th. Chuck Mulvaney Kemp, Phyllis Kalnins, and Dr. Elizabeth Roberts served 
on the task force and guided decisions made during the time of the pandemic. Many thanks 
to them for a very difficult job. 

Electronic Giving 

An electronic giving option is now available for our use through Vanco. Check it out! 
You may use the link https://secure.myvanco.com/YN7H/home or find a link on our website at  

driftlessministries.org. 

COVID Task Force 

Viroqua UMC September Giving 

Thank you to those who keep up their giving. This is so much appreciated, as we do our best to continue God’s work. 
The amount needed each week to meet our 2022 Budget is $2,952. 

 August 28  $986.78 

 September 4 $1,903.78 

 September 11 $1,734.47 

 September 18 $739.47 

World Communion Sunday 

Our church will celebrate World Communion Sunday on October 2.  Holy Communion joins us in Christian unity. This 
sacrament invites us to focus on the holiness of communion with God and one another. On World Communion Sunday, 
United Methodists, in conjunction with other denominations and believers worldwide, participate in communion to 
recognize our unity in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.   

This universal and inclusive connection is the foundation of the special offering for World Communion Sunday.  The 
special offering will support World Communion Scholarships, the Ethnic Scholarship Program, and the Ethnic In-Service 
Training Program. Our gifts are a blessing to individuals who face financial obstacles while preparing for the vocation 
God has given them.  A special offering envelope will be in the Sunday bulletin. 

Missions Committee 

Our church will celebrate World Communion Sunday on October 2. (See more on page 7) 

The garden produce table will stay up in the narthex for a few more weeks, so bring in any extra fall produce from your garden to 
share with others. Money raised from the produce sale will be used to support our missionary, Temba, who works at Mujila Falls 
Agriculture Center in Zambia. 

The Missions Committee is planning two other fundraisers for our missionary in coming months:  The first will be a Thanksgiving 
pie sale – more details to come soon. The other will be a silent auction of art in February, as we did last winter – artists are encour-
aged to start creating now! 

https://secure.myvanco.com/YN7H/home
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Book Group 

The Book Group has chosen Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City by Matthew Des-

mond for their next read. Everyone is invited to join the group The next meeting will be on Mon-

day, November 7th @ 7:00 pm. Books may be obtained through the McIntosh Memorial Library. 

October 2022 Online Studies – Listen to God’s Voice 

In your busy life, do you hear God talking to you daily or weekly? Are you listening for God’s 
voice each day? In our daily lives, sometimes we get distracted and forget to listen for God 
speaking to us. Sometimes it’s difficult to hear Him amidst the commotion we have going on 
in our lives. This month, we’re going to try and figure out what may be keeping us from 
hearing God’s voice. Then we’ll determine how to quiet our lives so we can hear what God 
has to say to us and discern that it is God talking to us. 

We invite you to join us this month as we explore several studies to help us “Listen to God’s 
Voice”. The first study will begin on Sunday, October 2nd. Please use the links below to join 
each of the studies. 

Hearing the Voice of God – 7 days (Oct. 2-11) 

https://bible.com/p/53687335/3af1473c64f8b272c524399aff539b5f 

Whisper: How to Hear the Voice of God by Mark Batterson – 5 days (Oct. 12-16) 

https://bible.com/p/53687380/5aa91d87607e1403e0feea133010c48d 

God Conversations: 7 Days to Hearing God’s Voice – 7 days (Oct. 17-23) 

https://bible.com/p/53687402/090ec23829074e7a71904d2891d3d8e1 

Listen for God's Voice – 5 days (Oct. 24-28) 

https://bible.com/p/53687448/75d03d73481b89ee0207867d7834820c 

These online studies can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com website, which are free resources. In addition 
to wonderful devotional/reading plans, they provide a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the Bible in a wide 
variety of versions. The Bible App is available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible online at 
www.bible.com. 

O Fir Heaven’s Sake! 

We are looking for someone to donate a Christmas tree to spruce up our Sanctuary during Advent and Christmas.  
Ideally the tree would be 8-10 feet tall, and it should be brought to church and set up the week of November 21-
26, in time for the first Sunday of Advent on November 27.   
Please contact the church office if you would like to provide this year’s Sanctuary Christmas tree. 

https://bible.com/p/53687335/3af1473c64f8b272c524399aff539b5f
https://bible.com/p/53687380/5aa91d87607e1403e0feea133010c48d
https://bible.com/p/53687402/090ec23829074e7a71904d2891d3d8e1
https://bible.com/p/53687448/75d03d73481b89ee0207867d7834820c
https://www.bible.com
https://www.bible.com/
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Administrative Council 

September 20, 2022 

Present: Dan Brown, Cavan Fang, Jolene Gudgeon, Aaron Hanson, Layne Hanson, Phyllis Kalnins, 
Kristen Parrott, Gregg Roberts, Pastor Erika 

The meeting was opened with our Church Prayer, prayed by all together. 

The Newsletter will be distributed on October 2nd. By delaying it one week, we can add information 
about the September 27th Planning Meeting. 

Discussion was held concerning the Disaffiliation of local churches over fundamental differences regarding beliefs on 
same sex marriage and LGBTQ clergy. Our Administrative Council will continue to become informed and seek guidance 
about how to proceed. 

September 27 Planning Meeting: The Sept 27 potluck and planning meeting will be from 6 to 8:30 p.m.  The purpose  
is to establish a “big picture” general objective for the next year, to help us better accomplish our church’s mission, 
which is:  “The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great Commission by 
enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly share this joy in the fel-
lowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.” 

Layne Hanson, Lay Leader, will lead the meeting. All church members are encouraged to attend. 

Committee reports 

Care, Nurture, & Outreach— The group will sponsor a Baked Potato Supper on October 5th. Cost is $7 and it will be a 
drive-through event. See their minutes. 

Education — see their minutes. 

History — The committee will meet tomorrow night to start planning next year’s celebration of our congregation’s 175th 
anniversary. 

Missions —  Golden Cross Sunday will be September 25. A special offering will be taken to support health and wellness 
ministries, and the work of the COVID task force will be honored during the worship service. The committee will meet 
this week. 

Staff-Parish Relations — The committee will be busy next month with Charge Conference reports. 

Trustees — see their minutes. 

UMW — The group is planning UMW Sunday for October. They will have their first regular meeting on October 12. 

Worship — see their minutes. 

Next meeting October 18th. 

Finance Committee 

September 20, 2022 

Members Present: Dan Brown, Cavan Fang, Jolene Gudgeon, Aaron Hanson, Layne Hanson, Gregg 
Roberts, Pastor Erika 

The meeting was opened with a prayer by Pastor Erika. 

Joys/Concerns—several health and grief concerns were mentioned. 

Financial Secretary report—Gregg gave his report Approved. 

Treasurer report– Gregory’s report was reviewed and discussed. Approved. 

Fundraising updates—The Care, Nurture & Outreach Committee is doing a Baked Potato Supper on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 5th. It will be a drive-through and the cost is $7. 

The Mexican Dinner is still being considered. 

Next meeting October 18th @7:00 pm 
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Worship Committee  

September 1, 2022 

Attending:  Barb Casper, Jack Deters, Cavan Fang, Irene Fortney, Kathy Hanson, Phyllis Kalnins, 
Avis Marino, Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores, Winky 

Vernon County COVID activity is the same level as last month, but neighboring Crawford Coun-
ty has increased to High. No change in COVID mitigation is recommended at this time. 

For now, offering plates will continue to be at the back of the Sanctuary, so that worshippers 
can give their offering either entering or leaving. 

Golden Cross Sunday (September 25) celebrates and supports health and wellness ministries, so Pastor Erika will in-
clude a special prayer for Golden Cross. Also, that service will honor the work of the COVID Task Force. 

Worldwide Communion is Sunday Oct 2. To emphasize the celebration’s worldwide nature, some parts of the worship 
service will be in non-English languages, with English translations provided on the screen (and maybe also in the bulle-
tin for radio listeners). We will invite worshippers to bring in objects from different places around the world for an altar 
display.  Choir resumes on World Communion Sunday, and rehearsal will start September 21. 

The 2023 Worship Committee budget has been set and will be submitted to Finance Committee. 

We are looking for someone to donate a natural tree for our Sanctuary Christmas tree this year. Anyone interested 
should please contact the office. If no donor is found by early/mid November then we will instead start shopping for a 
high-quality artificial Christmas tree. 

Our next meeting is Thursday, Oct 13. 

But as for me, I watch in hope for the LORD, 
I wait for God my Savior; 

my God will hear me.  

Micah 7: 7 

Care, Nurture, Outreach 

September 15, 2022 1:00 pm 

Members Present: Barb Casper, Gregory Cheever, Jolene Gudgeon, Kathy Hanson, Sandy Skarda, Alice Sloane, Pastor Erika 

The meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Erika. 

The Homebound list was reviewed and Sandy gave an update re4garding cards. 

The cookies for Teacher Recognition went well and were appreciated by school staff. 

Plans for the Baked Potato Fund Raiser were finalized. Cost will be $7. We’ll have 125 potatoes and serve from 4:00 to 
7:00pm or until all the potatoes are gone. The drive through set-up was planned. Baking of potatoes will begin at 11:00 
am that day. 

We are planning a fall decorative gift for our Homebound. We’ll assemble them at our next meeting on October 20th and 
distribute them after that. 

We put together our budget for next year. We increased the Outreach asking considerably. 

We went over the list of our purpose and activities in preparation for the September 27th Long Range Planning meeting. 

Gregory proposed changing the name of our committee to Hospitality Committee. This would shorten it. We’ll discuss it 
again next month. 

Next meeting Thursday, October 20th @ 1:00 pm. 
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Education Committee 

September 12, 2022,  7:15 pm  

Members Present: Heidi Garrett, Janette Hanson, Kathy Hanson, Avis Marino, Pastor Erika 

The meeting was opened with a prayer by Pastor Erika. 

VBS and the swimming party were revisited. We were pleased with the VBS and don’t recommend any changes for 
next year. We felt that the right amount of time was spent at each center and that the taco meal was well re-
ceived. The pool party was attended by 3 kids. Pastor Erika treated them to pizza afterwards. 

Sunday School for the upcoming season was planned. After much discussion, it was decided to hold Sunday School 
during church on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. Dan and Heidi will share teaching duties with help from 
other parents and friends as it is available. We will begin on October 2nd. We’ll use the Celebrate Wonder curricu-
lum. The first lesson will be about praising God by dancing like David. 

The budget was reviewed and prepared for next year. 

The September 27th all-church long range planning meeting was explained. We reviewed our list of duties and ac-
tivities and added a few things. 

We talked briefly about fall youth activities. More planning will come at the next meeting. 

Next meeting Monday, October 3rd @ 7:00 pm. 

Trustees Meeting 

September 13, 2022,  6 pm, Church Office 

Present:  Aaron Hanson, Dale Gudgeon, Pete Gilman, Phyllis Kalnins, Jack Deters, Sandy Skarda and Pastor Erika 

Meeting opened with prayer by Pastor Erika. 

Bills:   
          $29.78 for supplies 

          $882.00 for renewal of elevator inspection/service contract 

Business:   
           Preparation for the September 27th UMC meeting.  Went over the SPRC sheet for trustee duties and itemized 

some of the operational duties carried out through the year 

           Set the new budget for the coming year 

Noted: 
           Jim reports water seeping into the basement by the elevator when it rains hard. May be caused by the new side 

walk. Aaron will address this. 

Next meeting will be held on October 11, 2022 at 6 PM 

Adjourned at 7 PM SJS 

United Women in Faith 

(Formerly UMW) 

UMW Sunday will be held on October 9th. The speaker will be Barb Robson. We have enjoyed her 
so much in the past. We are hoping there will be a good turn out for that Sunday. Members of 
our UMW will be participating in the service. Our first regular meeting is scheduled of October 
12th at 1:30 pm. 
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Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,  
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.         John Wesley 

Viroqua United Methodist Church’s Mission Statement 

The Viroqua United Methodist Church exists for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great  

Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly  

share this joy in the fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world. 

The Cross & The Flame is published monthly  
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you  

with open hearts, open minds and open doors. 
 

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PASTOR 

REV. ERIKA MARTINEZ-FLORES 

(608) 638-7627— Direct Pastor Line 

(608) - 637-7614 — Parsonage  

encadenada100@hotmail.com 

CHURCH OFFICE 

221 S. Center Ave. 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org 

Website: www.DriftlessMinistry.org/viroqua 

Office Staff: Kathy Hanson/Barb Casper  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  -  Thursday  9:00am  -  12:00pm 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

Worship—10:30 am 

Adult Sunday School: 9:00 am 

Broadcast on 

WVRQ 1360 AM/107.3 FM or on  
Facebook Live 


