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“And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be 
confident and unashamed before him at his coming”. 

~ 1 John 2.26 
 

The Latin word "adventus" means "coming". In Christian language it refers to 
the coming of Jesus Christ. The liturgy of the Church gives the name of Advent 
to the four weeks that precede Christmas, as an opportunity to prepare 
ourselves in hope and repentance for the Lord's coming. 
 
The Advent season is a privileged period for Christians as it invites us to 
remember the past, encourages us to live in the present and prepare for the future. This is its triple purpose: 
 

• Remember the past: Celebrate and contemplate the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. The Lord has already 
come and was born in Bethlehem. This was his coming in the flesh, full of humility and poverty. He came as 
one of us, a man among men. This was the first coming of him. 

 
• Living in the present: It is about living in the present of our daily life the "presence of Jesus Christ" in us 
and, through us, in the world. Live always vigilant, walking in the ways of the Lord, in justice and in love. 

 
• Prepare the future: It is about preparing for the Parousia or second coming of Jesus Christ in the "majesty 
of his glory" of him. Then he will come as Lord and as Judge of all nations and will reward those who have 
believed in Him with Heaven; lived as faithful children of the Father and good brothers of others. We await 
his glorious coming that will bring us salvation and eternal life without suffering. 

 
In the Gospel, several times Jesus Christ speaks to us at the Second Coming and tells us that no one knows the day 
or the hour that it will happen. For this reason, the Church invites us in Advent to prepare for this moment. 
 

Our calling is to reach all people 
with the life-changing power of 

God’s Love and Grace available to 
all through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Pastor’s Message . . . . . . p. 1 
Pastor’s Schedule . . . . . . p. 2 
Birthday – Anniversary. . p. 2 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . p. 2 
Growing in Faith . . . . . . . p. 3 
Prayer Group . . . . . . . . .  p. 3 
Bible Study Group . . . . .  p. 3  
Online Study . . . . . . . . . . p. 3 
Mission of Month. . . . . . p. 3 
Other Activities . . . . . . .  p. 4 
Board Minutes . . . . . . . . p. 6 
Little Heroes . . . . . . . . . . p. 8 
Calendar . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 10 
 

The Westby United Methodist Church 
welcomes everyone with open arms and open 

hearts as indicated in Romans 15:7 (NIV): 
Accept one another, then, just as Christ 

accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 

Advent as an Opportunity to Prepare for the Arrival 
of the Messiah 
by Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores 

 
 



NEWSLETTER WESTBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH | DEC 2022 Issue 2 

 

 

Let's take advantage of this time to think about how faithful and obedient we have been and what we are going to 
do to improve our relationship with our Heavenly Father. It is important to know how to take a break in life to 
reflect on our spiritual life and our relationship with God and with our neighbor. Every day we can and must be 
better. Analyze what costs us the most work and make resolutions to avoid falling back into the same thing. 
 
Advent covers the four weeks before Christmas. Advent is a time of preparation, hope and repentance for our sins 
for the arrival of the Lord. In advent we prepare for Christmas and the second coming of Christ into the world, 
when he returns as King of the entire Universe. It is a time in which we can review how our spiritual life has been, 
our life in relationship with God and convert again. It is a time in which we can make a life plan to improve as 
Christians. 
 
This is a time of the year in which we are going to be "bombarded" by advertising to buy 
all kinds of things, we are going to be invited to many parties. All this can make us forget 
the true meaning of Advent. Let us strive to live this liturgical season in depth, with a 
Christian sense. 
 
In this way we will live the Lord's Christmas focusing on the Lord of Christmas. 
         
May God be with all of you,  
Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores 
 

Pastor Erika’s Schedule: 
 
Thursday at Westby UMC – 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

• 3rd Thursday of the month (11:30 AM - 1:00 PM) 
Sunday morning before worship – 8:30 AM – 8:50 AM 
 

 
December Birthdays      

Dec. 25 – Happy Birthday Jesus! 
       
         

Sunday School News   
Thank you to the Sunday school kids that were part of the Community Prayer night. Although the weather moved 

us indoors, the prayer time, music and luminaries were just as meaningful.  

Thank you to everyone involved with Operation Christmas Child by donating, organizing, packing, and writing 

notes. Fifteen boxes were delivered to the donation center in Viroqua – the first stop on the journey to kids in 
other countries. What a wonderful way to share the gift of Jesus with those who have never before heard. 

Sunday, December 18 ~ The Sunday school kids will be part of the Christmas Celebration during 
the church service @ 9 AM.  Sunday school will follow. 
 
Please let Jane know if you’re unable to be there on December 18 ~ 606-0317. 
 

Planning ahead: 
No Sunday school on November 27 (Thanksgiving weekend)  
No Sunday School on December 25 and January 1 

Contact Information: 
 

Cell Phone:  919-478-3584 
Direct Office Phone:  608-638-7627 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 
Email: pastor-vw@driftlessministry.org 
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Growing in Faith Study Group  
For December, the Growing in Faith Study Group will meet on Wednesday, December 7th at 6:00 
PM. We will finish our study of 2 Corinthians, which will be lesson 12 (2 Corinthians 12:19-13:11). 
Anyone is welcome to come and join the discussion, even if you don’t have the book. Just read 
the scriptures prior to the study time and then come and join the conversation! 
Since we will be finishing this study book, we plan on discussing what we would like to read next. 
Do we want to continue with the Max Lucado “Life Lessons” Bible study series, choose a different 
book to read or go a different route? We’ll have this discussion on Dec. 7th, after the lesson. 

 

Thursday Morning Prayer Group    
Please and help us flex our “prayer muscles” by coming to our monthly Prayer Group on 
Thursday, December 1st   at 10:00 AM for a time of fellowship with our Lord through prayer. 
Prayer is a powerful resource, so it’s important that we prayer together to combine our 
prayer strengths. There is a prayer request box in the narthex for prayer requests. 

  

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Come and join us as we continue to explore and learn more about the Book of Psalms. Our 
Thursday Morning Bible Study group will meet on Thursday, December 22nd at 9:30 AM. 
 

December Online Study – Making Space: An Advent Devotional    
Advent is supposed to be a time of preparing for the celebration of Jesus’ birth at 
Christmas. Many times while we are trying to prepare for Christmas, we get 
wrapped up in so many activities that makes it difficult to find time to focus on 
the true meaning of Christmas, the birth of Christ. This Advent devotional will 
help us find ways to clear up the clutter and find more time to prepare for the 
celebration of Jesus’ birth. 
 
Please join us for the online study, “Making Space – An Advent Devotional”, which 
will be begin on Dec. 1st and end on Christmas Day. Please use the link below to 
join us as we make space for more of Jesus this Advent season. 

• https://bible.com/p/54883780/6401aa2cd6366856cee9ef042a85dec9 

This online study can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com website, which are free resources. In 
addition to wonderful devotional/reading plans, they provide a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the 
Bible in a wide variety of versions. The Bible App is available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible 
online at www.bible.com. 

 
Missions of the Month – Baskets of Love and Norseland Gifts    
The missions this month are continuations of the missions announced in November which were: 
Baskets of Love and Gifts for Norseland Residents.  There are still envelopes on the table next to 

collection plate if you need one for Baskets of Love donations or checks can be written to the church with Baskets 
of Love on the memo line.  There are still a few stars with names of residents on the bulletin board if you wish to 
shop for one or more of them.  We appreciate those of you who have already given or taken stars and to remind 
everyone that we need the donations and/or gifts by Sunday the 11th of December.  That will give us time to get 
the gift certificates and get them mailed and the gifts to Norseland in time for their Christmas party.  Gifts should 
not be wrapped, but brought to the church in gift bags.  We also need the names and addresses of people you 
know of who might need a little help buying food for a Christmas meal.  Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

https://bible.com/p/54883780/6401aa2cd6366856cee9ef042a85dec9
https://www.bible.com/
https://www.bible.com/
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Christmas Cookie Walk – Dec. 3rd 
Start your Christmas baking early without having to use any recipes or dirty any dishes. Come 
to Westby UMC’s annual Christmas Cookie Walk on Saturday, Dec. 3, 2022, from 9:00-12:00. 
There will be a wide variety of Christmas cookies, homemade candies, and other baked 
goods available. The cookie walk is like having a salad bar, where you get to choose your own 
salad toppings, but with cookies in place of the salad items. The cost is $7 per pound, with 
some items priced separately. Coffee and hot chocolate will be available. Proceeds from this 

fundraiser will go towards Westby UMC’s outreach program and building fund. Remember to come early for the 
best selection of cookies. 

 
Disaffiliation Topic Among UMCs Informational Meeting – Dec. 5th 
The topic of disaffiliation is being discussed among some United Methodist Churches. To help us have a better 
understanding of this topic and what it involves, we are going to have a joint informational meeting for Viroqua 
UMC and Westby UMC on Monday, Dec. 5th at 6:00 PM. This meeting will be held at Westby UMC. 
The purpose of this meeting is to gather information and be able to ask questions so we can become more 
knowledgeable about this topic. Rev. Krysta Deede, from Onalaska UMC, will be leading this meeting. Rev. Krysta 
will provide information and answer questions we may have about disaffiliation. Here is a link to some additional 
information about disaffiliation from the Wisconsin UMC website: https://www.wisconsinumc.org/disaffiliation-
information. 
 

Christmas Caroling  & Chili Supper – Dec. 14th 
What would Christmas be without singing Christmas Carols? Warm up your voices 
and come and join us on Wednesday, Dec. 14th as we go Christmas Caroling at care 
centers in Westby and possibly Viroqua. We’ll meet at the church at 5:00 PM and 
then carpool to the various places. Afterwards, we’ll meet back at church and have a 
chili supper. If the care centers need to “close their doors” due to COVID 
restrictions, we’ll have a Christmas song sing-along at church instead of caroling. 

 

Christmas Eve Service – Dec. 24th  
We will have our Christmas Eve Service on Saturday, Dec. 24th at 7:00 PM.  
 
Please come and join us as we celebrate the birth of our Savior! 
 
    

Christmas Day Worship 
Since Christmas Day is on a Sunday this year, we will not have a worship service on Dec. 
25th. We will resume with Sunday morning worship services on Sunday, January 1, 2023, 
at 9:00 AM. 
 
To help your family celebrate the birth of Jesus on Christmas Day, we’re including a 
scavenger hunt that your family can do together to tell the story of Jesus’ birth.  
 

The scavenger hunt is based on Luke 2:1-20 from the New Testament for Everyone version. 
Cut out each verse of the story and hide them around the house. Have your children find the verses and put them 
back in order and read the story about the birth of Jesus. 
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1In those days, Caesar Augustus made a law. It required that a list be made of everyone in the whole 
Roman world.  

2It was the first time a list was made of the people while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

3Everyone went to their own town to be listed. 

4So Joseph went also. He went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea. That is where Bethlehem, 
the town of David, was. Joseph went there because he belonged to the family line of David.  

5He went there with Mary to be listed. Mary was engaged to him. She was expecting a baby.  

6While Joseph and Mary were there, the time came for the child to be born.  

7She gave birth to her first baby. It was a boy. She wrapped him in large strips of cloth. Then she placed 
him in a manger. That’s because there was no guest room where they could stay. 

8There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby. It was night, and they were taking care of their 
sheep.  

9An angel of the Lord appeared to them. And the glory of the Lord shone around them. They were 
terrified.  

10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news. It will bring great joy for all the 
people.  

11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord.  

12Here is how you will know I am telling you the truth. You will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and 
lying in a manger.” 

13Suddenly a large group of angels from heaven also appeared. They were praising God. They said, 

14“May glory be given to God in the highest heaven! 
    And may peace be given to those he is pleased with on earth!” 

15The angels left and went into heaven. Then the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem. 
Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and the baby. The baby was lying in the manger.  

17After the shepherds had seen him, they told everyone. They reported what the angel had said about 
this child.  

18All who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  

19But Mary kept all these things like a secret treasure in her heart. She thought about them over and 
over.  

20The shepherds returned. They gave glory and praise to God. Everything they had seen and heard was 
just as they had been told. 
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Westby United Methodist Church – Board Meeting  November 9, 2022 
 

Present: Pastor Erika, Jean Shore, Ardith Hoff, Jane Gaskell, Tim Gaskell, Verna Drake and Linda Weilnau 
Opening: Tim Gaskell opened with prayer. 
 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the October board meeting were emailed to the board and published in the 
November newsletter, so they could be reviewed prior to the meeting. Ardith Hoff and Jean Shore motioned to 
approve the minutes. Motion passed. 
Treasurer’s Report: Verna Drake provided the financial reports, which included the report for the month of 
October, Year-to-Date report, special accounts, and the credit card statement. These reports were emailed to the 
board prior to the meeting. Connor Kobol said he can continue mowing the church lawn in 2023. Jane Gaskell and 
Ardith Hoff motioned to approve the treasurer’s report. Motion passed. 
 
Old Business: 

 Review COVID Policy - It was decided to continue with the policy of masks being optional. 
 Automatic Door Opener – Update – It was decided to purchase a keypad and switch plate for the 

automatic door opener so we can unlock the door by entering a code. This way we don’t have to go 
around to the back of the church to unlock the door in the northeast corner in order to unlock the 
automatic door. The cost for this is about $1,000. Verna Drake painted the west door and it looks 
almost new. Ardith Hoff reported that the cement work probably won’t be done until the 
spring/summer of 2023 due to shipping issues with the cement mix needed for this project. 

 Membership List – Update on Review Status – Jane Gaskell worked to get the official membership book 
updated. Jane is going to update the membership spreadsheet to make it easier for us to keep track of 
updates in the future. We will need to contact the people listed in the Charge Conference documents 
to find out if they want to continue to be active members of the church. 

 Apportionments – Criteria to Use to Determine When to Pay – Verna Drake reported that we didn’t pay 
apportionments in September, October or November since our total for the month was negative. If the 
total for the month is positive, we have been paying 10% of the total. Pastor Erika suggested that we 
contact Conference office to ask if we can work out an agreement to pay a lower amount. Verna is 
going to ask about this. 

 Joint Thanksgiving Service – Final planning – There will be a special song sung by the Westby Praise 
Group and the Viroqua UMC Choir. Pastor Erika and Jane Gaskell are working on the service 
order/format. It was decided that the offering collected will go towards the Bethel Butikk Food Pantry. 
The potluck is at 5:00 PM and the service at 6:00 PM on Nov. 13th. Verna Drake and Jane will setup the 
tables on Thursday afternoon. 

New Business: 
 Keys for Glass Doors & West Door – Since we will be getting a keypad to unlock the west door, we do 

not see the need to have the lock for the glass doors for the south entrance rekeyed. Both the keypad 
and the door opener mechanism use AA batteries, so we should consider have some of these on hand. 
It was decided to change these batteries once a year, like people do for smoke detectors. We need to 
let the Westby Schools know that they need to use the doors on the east side if they need to use our 
church in an emergency, since the keys only work for these doors now. 

 Meal Site Contract Renewal – It was decided to ask the Meal Site if they can pay $1,500 per year, due to 
increase in heating costs. Tim Gaskell will contact Brenda from the meal site about this. 

 Advent – Any special activities for each Sunday? – It was decided to leave the large tree in back of the 
church this year for Christmas. We will use the small trees in the front for Advent. Verna Drake is going 
to find some Advent readings that can be read each Sunday of Advent and will ask some of the Sunday 
school families if they can do the readings. 
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 Possible Activities for December (Caroling, Christmas Song Sing-Along) – We will try to do caroling at 
care centers in Westby and Viroqua on Wednesday, Dec. 14. At 5:00 PM. After caroling, we’ll have a 
chili supper in the fellowship hall. If we’re not able to go caroling at the care centers, we’ll do a 
Christmas song sing-along, like we did last year. It was decided to not have a board meeting in 
December since we plan on caroling that night. 

 Christmas Eve Service – The Christmas Eve Service will be at 7:00 PM. Verna Drake suggested that we 
use the luminaries for this service. 

 Christmas Day Worship Service? – Christmas is on a Sunday. – It was decided to not have a service on 
Christmas Day to allow families to have the morning together. People can attend the Christmas Eve 
Service since there won’t be a Sunday service on Christmas Day. 

 Christmas Cookie Walk – The cookie walk is scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 3rd from 9:00-12:00. Linda 
Weilnau posted the information for this event on Vernon Communications, the Prayz Network and the 
La Crosse Tribune events calendar. Flyers for the cookie walk will be available on Nov. 20th so they can 
be distributed around Westby and Viroqua. The proceeds will go towards the building fund and 
outreach projects. We’ll have people sign-up to assist with the setup, cookie drop off and help on 
Saturday. 

 Cemetery Update – The cemetery is looking nice after the trees were cleaned up. One stone is at a 45° 
angle. Verna Drake is going to check to see who is responsible to fix the stone. 
 

Business from Board Committees: 
 Trustees – Verna Drake is going to let Kelly Bjornstad know that the batteries in one of the men’s 

bathroom sinks need to be replaced. Some of the canned lights are out in the sanctuary. Verna Drake 
will buy a wreath to hang up outside. It will be hung by the mailbox or on the door since it is very 
challenging to hang it above the south doors. 

 SPRC – Our SPRC meet with Viroqua SPRC to discuss pastoral compensation. The percentage we had 
decided upon was accepted. Viroqua UMC would like us to commit and guarantee to giving X% of COLA 
for pastoral compensation each year. We are not financially able to commit to this request. Verna 
Drake said they will be distributing a pastor feedback questionnaire to the congregation. 

 Worship – This topic was discussed in the old and new business. 
 Education – The Sunday school students will pack Operation Christmas Child boxes on Nov. 13th. On 

Dec. 18th, the Sunday school students will present their Christmas program. They have been discussing 
prayer, the OCC project and the Christmas message. 

 Lay Leadership – Ardith Hoff submitted her Lay Leadership form for Charge Conference and wrote 2 
devotionals for the Advent Devotional booklet. 

 Missions – The mission of the month for December will be a continuation of Baskets of Love and 
Norseland Gifts. 

  
Pastor’s Report: Confirmation class is starting. Ashlynn Davidson from Westby will be participating in Confirmation 
and Jane Gaskell will be Ashlynn’s mentor. Charge Conference was finished on Monday, Nov. 7th. Pastor Erika is 
going to continue with stewardship topics for the messages in November. 
 
Jean Shore motioned to adjourn. Meeting was adjourned.     
Minutes submitted by Linda Weilnau 
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LITTLE HEROES FROM THE BIBLE 
 
Young in their age, but not in their willingness to be used by God. Sometimes we think that God only uses great 
leaders and those who are mature in faith, but God can use anyone who has a humble and obedient heart. This is 
the case of these boys and girls. Despite their young age, they were great heroes in biblical history for God's will to 
be done. Throughout this year we will be meeting some of these great little heroes. 
This is just an aid to encourage you, dear parents, to take time out and sit down with your children and share 
exciting family Bible stories. Do not forget at the beginning and at the end of each time, to pray to put yourself and 
your family in God's hands through prayer. 
 

MARY, THE GIRL WHO OBEYED 
Luke 1.26-38 

  

As you probably know, angels are the messengers of God. Many years ago, an angel named 

Gabriel was sent by God to bring a message to a young woman named Mary who was engaged 

to be married to a man named Joseph. 

 

The angel appeared to Mary and said: "I greet you, you who have received God's blessing! The 

Lord is with you." 

 

Mary felt fearful and confused by the angel's greeting. "Don't be afraid, Maria;" the angel told 

him, "God has bestowed his blessings on you," the angel told him. "You will become pregnant 

and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus." 

 

Mary asked the angel: "How can this happen, since I have no husband?" 

 

The angel replied: "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. So the holy child to be born will be called the Son of God." 

 

"Here is the servant of the Lord," answered Maria. "Let him do to me as you have told me." 

 

God could have chosen any other woman to give birth to Jesus, but he chose Mary, a young 

woman who lived in the small village of Nazareth. She was not very important to men, but 

she was important to God, and He chose her to do the most important thing one could 

imagine; he chose her to give birth to her Son. God still chooses ordinary people to carry out 

important tasks. He has given you and me the task of sharing the good news of Jesus and his 

love to the whole world. 

 

Can you imagine a more important task than this? This year, as we celebrate the birth of 

Jesus, let's do like Mary, answer God's call. "Here I am Lord. I want to do your will." 
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December 2022 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

1 
10:00 AM - 
Prayer Group 

11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength Training 
Class 

2 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

3 
9:00-12:00 – 
Christmas 
Cookie Walk 

4 
9:00 AM –Worship 
Service 
(Communion) 

10:00 AM – Sunday 
School & Fellowship 

5  
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

6:00 PM –Info 
Meeting About 
Disaffiliation 

6 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal 
Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength 
Training Class 

7 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

6:00 PM – Study 
Group 

8 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength Training 
Class 

9 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

10 
 

11 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service 
 
10:00 AM – Sunday 
School & Fellowship  

12 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

 

13 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal 
Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength 
Training Class 

14 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
 
5:00 PM – 
Christmas 
Caroling & Chili 
Supper 

15 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength Training 
Class 

16 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

17 
 

18 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service (Sunday 
School Christmas 
Program) 
 
10:00 AM –Sunday 
School & Fellowship 

19 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

 

20 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal 
Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength 
Training Class 

21 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
 
 

22 
9:30 AM - 
Morning Bible 
Study Group 

11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

12:30 PM –
Strength Training 
Class 

23 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

24 
7:00 PM – 
Christmas Eve 
Service 

25 
Merry Christmas! 

No Worship Service 
or Sunday School 

Read the Christmas 
Story: Luke 2:1-20 

26 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

 

27 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal 
Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength 
Training Class 

28 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
 

 

29 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength Training 
Class 

30 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

31 

 
 


