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“Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. 

Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles,  
and the judgments he pronounced” ~ 1 Chronicles 16:11-12 

 
“In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes their steps.” 

~ Proverbs:16.9 
 

When we start a new stage in our lives, we try to take a tour of our past and 
imagine and plan our future positively, to try to avoid the mistakes made in the 
past and continue fighting for what has been most positive. 
 
As Christians, at the end of each year, we should do a kind of review, of balance of our life, to know how far we 
have come and where to continue walking, in which to continue striving and what we still lack and what we have 
to achieve in the future. 
 
There are many things that at the end of a stage in our lives, such as the end of a year and the beginning of a new 
one, we may miss and others with which we do not agree. 
 
A new year is a new opportunity that life offers us as people and that Jesus offers us as his followers. 
 
A new year is a new opportunity to recover those important aspects of life that we have been letting go of and that 
we miss because we need them. A new year is and means a new call from our faith and our identity as Christians 
to make God the one who directs our life; to let us be challenged by his message and his lifestyle; to embody all 
those attitudes that we have neglected over time; to recover the compass of our destiny and be aware and live it 
as such. 
 
A new year is a new call to recover the direction of our struggle in life, amending said direction in favor of 
authentic and fundamental values; fighting for the achievement of those we have let escape. 
A new year is a call to renewal, to start over with new plans, new energy and new vigor to avoid in our life what we 
see that has gone wrong and enhance everything that has been positive and good in our life.  

Our calling is to reach all people 
with the life-changing power of 

God’s Love and Grace available to 
all through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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The Westby United Methodist Church 
welcomes everyone with open arms and open 

hearts as indicated in Romans 15:7 (NIV): 
Accept one another, then, just as Christ 

accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 

A New Year Is … 
by Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores 
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Let's start this new year with such enthusiasm and willing to fight for what we believe to be fundamental and 
necessary from our personal being and from our identity as Christians and followers of Jesus. 
 
Happy new year to all! 
          
May God be with all of you,  
Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores 
 

Pastor Erika’s Schedule: 
 
Thursday at Westby UMC – 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

• 3rd Thursday of the month (11:30 AM - 1:00 PM) 
Sunday morning before worship – 8:30 AM – 8:50 AM 
 

 
January Birthdays      

Jan. 31 – Kelly Bjornstad   
    
    
         

Sunday School News   
The Sunday school presented the Christmas message during worship on December 18th.  The service began with a 
Christmas Carol sing-along with everyone in the congregation.  The kids shared a reading called “Twas the Night 
Before Christ’s Birth” followed by sign language and choreography to “When Hope Came Down”. Fellowship time 
with our families followed the service and we celebrated during our class time with Game Day.   
 
We will resume Sunday school on January 8th following worship. Happy New Year everyone. May you have many 
“God sightings” this coming year. 
 

Mission of the Month – Cemetery Fund    
When our church was first established, back in the eighteen-hundreds, the original church 
building was out on East Coon Prairie Road about two miles east of Westby.  While the church 
building is long gone, immediately south of where the church stood is Pleasant View 
Cemetery.  That cemetery still belongs to our church, and it is our responsibility to maintain 
it.  The grounds need to be mowed, and from time to time, head stones need to be righted if they tip over.  While 
there is snow on the ground, it would be easy to forget about such things, but we need to plan ahead and 
replenish the cemetery fund with the hope and promise of another season of grass to come.  Please make checks 
payable to the church with “Cemetery Fund” on the memo line.  Thank you in advance for your stewardship to 
honor past members of our church. 

 
Thursday Morning Bible Study  
Our Thursday Morning Bible Study group will meet on Thursday, January 26th at 9:00 AM. We 
will continue our study of the book of Psalms. Please join us as we learn how this book of the 
Bible can help us in our daily lives. 

 
 

Contact Information: 
 

Cell Phone:  919-478-3584 
Direct Office Phone:  608-638-7627 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 
Email: pastor-vw@driftlessministry.org 
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Growing in Faith Study Group  
This month, the Growing in Faith study group isn’t going to meet. It was decided to take a month off due to 
potential winter weather conditions that may arise during the evening in January. 
 
We finished the study for 2 Corinthians and will begin a new study in February. The next book that we will be 
reading will be Max Lucado’s “Six Hours One Friday: Living the Power of the Cross, Expanded Edition”. This book 
examines the meaning of Jesus’ last hours on the cross and what this means for our lives. It will be a nice study to 
do before Easter.  
 
If you would like join us in this book study, please let Linda know by January 15th so we know how many books to 
order. The cost of the book will depend on how many we need to order. We will be ordering the hard cover 
version of this book because it contains a study guide. 

 

Thursday Morning Prayer Group    
Please join us on Thursday, January 5th at 9:30 AM and help us flex our “prayer muscles” by 
coming to our monthly Prayer Group for a time of fellowship with our Lord through prayer. 
Prayer is a powerful resource, so it’s important that we prayer together to combine our 
prayer strengths. There is a prayer request box in the narthex for prayer requests. 

  

January Online Study – Guidance for Your Goals in 2023 
Setting goals for the year ahead is a common practice with the ringing in of the new 
year.  However, setting goals that align with God’s plan for your life and then sticking 
to them can be difficult!  We need proper guidance to succeed in our goals and plans 
in this life and what better source of guidance than God’s Word!  To help you start 
your goals/plans off on the right foot, we’ve brought together a combination of 3 
studies on the Bible App to encourage and guide you. 
 
We’ll kick things off on Sunday, January 8th with “Setting Godly Goals” to assist you 

in setting goals that will move you in God’s direction for your life.  We then tackle the challenge of time 
management with “Divine Time Management”.  Through this study, you will learn how a God-centered approach 
to time management leads to receiving all of the good that he has planned for you, including His joy and peace.  
And to wrap up the month we will take on the difficult task of being consistent in the work toward our goals.  The 
“Keys to Consistency” will contain simple and practical ways for us to pursue God in our everyday lives and the 
goals we’ve set! 
 
If you would like to participate in the January online studies, use the links provided below! 

• “Setting Godly Goals”: January 8th – 14th  
https://bible.com/p/55515586/25609297fce4042231e3105b5c839a52  

• “Divine Time Management”: January 15th – 21st 
https://bible.com/p/55515637/eb1879cd72fac40199ae7d052922c874  

• “Keys to Consistency”: January 22nd – 28th 
https://bible.com/p/55515644/005a9d7364d34e3cf390511ebeb19441 

 

These online studies can be accessed through the Bible App or bible.com website, which are free resources. In 
addition to wonderful devotional/reading plans, they provide a verse of the day, and you will be able to read the 
Bible in a wide variety of versions. The Bible App is available in your app store on your mobile device, or accessible 
online at www.bible.com. 

https://bible.com/p/55515586/25609297fce4042231e3105b5c839a52
https://bible.com/p/55515637/eb1879cd72fac40199ae7d052922c874
https://bible.com/p/55515644/005a9d7364d34e3cf390511ebeb19441
https://www.bible.com/
https://www.bible.com/
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Westby United Methodist Church – Board Meeting   
 
It was decided to not have a church board meeting in December due to scheduling conflicts with the church’s 
other Christmas activities. The next church board meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 11th at 6:00 PM. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

2023 Congregation Challenge  
The SPRC (Staff Pastor Relations Committee) would like to 
challenge the entire congregation to assist Pastor Erika and our 
church to become more known in our community. Westby is 
predominately Norwegian, which are of Lutheran heritage, 
hence the three Lutheran churches in town. So how can our church and Pastor Erika become more known?  
 
We challenge every family and person of our congregation to ONE time during 2023 to invite Pastor Erika to 
something within our community and introduce her to at least one person. 
 
Here are some suggestions: 

• Invite her out to lunch at a local restaurant (Pastor Erika loves hotdogs, so Beanies Diner may be nice) 

• Invite her to an organization meeting (ex. VFW, Lions) 

• Invite her to have coffee or another beverage of choice on your front porch during the warmer weather 

• Invite her to a school athletic event, or other school performances (concerts, plays) 

• Maybe we could show a movie in our parking lot and invite the community 

• Invite her to join you in a walk about the community during the warmer weather 

• Invite her to a community concert or play 

• Invite her to a community event (ex. Ski Jump, Syttende Mai) 

• Invite her to your home along with others, your neighbors, from the community 

• Or other ideas you can think of 
 
Please remember that Pastor Erika is busy with two churches, and she may not be available the date you select, so 
please give her ample advanced notice and if the date doesn’t work, keep trying. Pastor Erika is eager to see how 
this challenge helps her to know our community and us better! 
 
Please let Verna or Julie know how you meet the 2023 challenge. 
 

Senior Meal Site & Strength Training Class 
 
Just a reminder that if the schools close in the morning due to bad weather, the Senior Meal Site will be closed, 
and the Strength Training Class will be cancelled for that day. 

 

but those who hope in the Lord 

    will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; 

    they will run and not grow weary, 

    they will walk and not be faint. 
~ Isaiah 40:31 
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January 2023 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:00 AM –Worship 
Service 
(Communion) 

10:00 AM - 
Fellowship 

 

2 
 

3 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal 
Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength 
Training Class 

4 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
 

 

5 
9:30 AM - Prayer 
Group 

11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength Training 
Class 

6 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

7 
 

8 
9:00 AM –Worship 
Service  

10:00 AM – Sunday 
School & Fellowship 

9 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

 

10 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal 
Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength 
Training Class 

11 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

6:00 PM – 
Church Board 
Meeting 

12 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength Training 
Class 

13 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

14 
 

15 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service 
 
10:00 AM – Sunday 
School & Fellowship  

16 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

 

17 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal 
Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength 
Training Class 

18 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
 
 

19 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength Training 
Class 

20 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

21 
 

22 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service  

10:00 AM –Sunday 
School & Fellowship 

23 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

 

24 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal 
Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength 
Training Class 

25 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
 
 

26 
9:00 AM - 
Morning Bible 
Study Group 

11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength Training 
Class 

27 
Pastor Erika’s 
Sabbath Day 

28 
 

29 
9:00 AM – Worship 
Service  

10:00 AM –Sunday 
School & Fellowship 

30 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal Site 

 

31 
11:30 AM – 
Senior Meal 
Site 
12:30 PM –
Strength 
Training Class 

 
 

 

   

 


